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of the Judicial Departments. 
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rwMdlBft or toe wett oengai Liefitiouve /wemviy aMenoiea 
^ 'ttder the j^Yistoiii of the Governliieiit ^ odi* Act, 1935, 
as adapted* 

^wy. Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
September, 1948, at 3-80 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Iswak Das Jalax) in the Chair, 12 
Elon’ble Ministers and 60 Members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 


(to which oral answers were given) 

• Anti-Corruption Department 


M3* 8ri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
hge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of — 

(i) gazetted otBiers, 

(it) nou-gazetted oflieerb, and 

(»tlu‘r (Toveniment employees who have bt^en (1) suspended, 
(2) ]»rose(ute<], and (3) convicted as a result of the activity of 
the Anti-C()rnij>tit<n Department of the (Government; 

ih) whether any action has lanm taken against any officers or employees 
of the Anti-Corruption Department of the Goveniment for cornipt 
practicpN; 

(r) if so, — 

(i) a hat action lias Ihmui taken, and 
(i/) against Jmw many; and 

(d) the annual cost of the Anti-Corruption Depuitinent of the (Govern- 
ment? 


n. DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Bidhen Chandre Roy): (a) The mimher of— 


(i) GazetUxl otli(M»r« 

(ii) Non-gazetted officers 
(•ii) Other Government employcvs 


Suspended. 

Prosecuted. 

Convicted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

8 

2 

Nil. 

16 

34 

2 

23 

32 

2 


(D SiHpendcd for clcjmrtnieiital action. 

(2) All Gtiverfiinciit ■.prvaiil*) prweciitwl ww iipccHSiirily nuitixjiided. 
fS) Two GoAcrnniont vrvants were acijuittwl. Other caw-s are pending. 

fl***'*’ hril)f-(fivcrs wi-re irrmwcufod, thra*; nf whom have been 
>*Ticted. Caaes against other, are nendin*. 

(6) No. . 

(c) Does not arise. 
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% 

(d^ The Anti-Oorrupiioit Department liae not jet oompleted one year of 
ita life. It therefore, not possible to fdve annual expenditure on it it 
this date. A statement of monthly expenditure on salanes and aiiowanoss 
of officers and employees of that department is appended. 

Siaismeni referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred question No, IS, 

PeXSXNT monthly expenses on SAI.ABIES AND ALLOWAKOBS OP SpEOIAL 
OpKicEa, Anti-Cobedption, and hir staff. 


Be. 

special Officer ... ... 2,250 

Nine Police Officers ... ... 3,346 

One Deputy Sup<*rinteiideut of Police. 

Two Jn«j>€ctors. 

Six Sub-Inspectors. 

four constables ... ... ■ ... 256 

Five Office Assistants ... ' ... 9g2 


One Accountant. 

Two Assistants, 

One Typist. 

One Stenographer. 

l''our orderlies and j»eofis ... 224 

Total . 7,058 


8ri BIMAL GOMAR CHOSE* \^ill the Hoirble Premier be pleased 
to state if of the 68 eases pioseeuted onlv 6 have so far ])een disposed ofP 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have given all the 
figures. You eiiii add up. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to 
state whether all the other eases are pemlingP It is not clear to me. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I want notice. If you 
give no* notice I will answer. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased 
to state if there is an.v truth in tlie statement that there i.s a growing 
tendency on the part of the department to recommend that departmental 
action be taken us sufficient evidence cannot be collected for prosecuting 
the employees concerned P 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have not heard that 
statement. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Will the Hon'ble Premier be pleased to state as to 
when these 8 gaaetted officers and the other non-ga«etted officers as well 
were suspended? 

Thi Hon’blS Dr. BIDHAN OHANORA ROY: 1 cannot give you the 
dates off-hand. 

Sri flYOTI BABUl With Regard to answer (t;), namely, other oasee are 
pending, will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to state how long the c|^ 
are pending? 

TN HAii^hla Or. ilOHANOHANDRA ROY: That also requires notio*. 
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AMurinoe givwi by 

*1t. Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hou'ble Mimster in charge 
of tiie Home Department be pleased to state — 

" («) whether he is aware of a statement by Mr. Somnath Lahiri in tha 
Stcadhinatu and published in its issue of the 5th Maroh| 19^) to 
the effect that Swadhinata had not given any assurance as it did 
not accept the accusation made by the Premier that the paper had 
published any matter inciting lawlessness and violence; 

(b) whether it is a fact — 

(0 that the Government considered the editorials published on the 
31st .lanuarN , l#t8, the 2nd February, 1JM8, and the 3rd 
February, 1948, to be containing matters inciting lawlessness 
and ^^olence, and 

(#i) if M), did the Government obtain therein any assurance or under- 
taking from the Swadinnntti to the effect that the said papier 
woulo not in future juiblish aii\ thing which might fend to incite 
lawlessness or violence; and 

(r) if the answers to (juestion (5) (/) and (li) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ hie Minister state if (he assurance or undertaking wa* 
verbal or written Y 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bl» 
Sri Kiran Sanhar Roy): <im am! </;) (/) Ve.s. 

(it) From a discussion with the management of the Swadhinaia the 
Hon’ble Premier was satisfied that the said pafier would not in future 
publish anything which might tend to imite lawlessness and violence. 

(c) The discussion and assurance were veihal. 

Sri tlYOTI BASU: With iegar«l to aii'<wer {n ) am! (M(i) that there 
were certain editoiials which incited lHW'lef'''m‘Ss ami violence, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to stale wlietbei it was not of a nutun* which 
would have enabled tlie (fo\ eiiiiiient to tak»* the ]»ajM*i- to the CoiirtP 

The Hon*bte Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I have not the paper with 
me liere; therefore I w:int notice. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: With tegard t<t aiiswei (< ) that the discussion and 
assurance w'ere verbal, will the Hon' hie Home Minister be pleased to state 
whether the statement <»f Mi. Somnath Lalnii in the Swadhinatu to the 
effect that he di<l not anept file ac<UH:ition uuide h\ the Freniicr that the 
pa|)er had published any matter ineiting hiwIensneHs ami violence wan 
contradicted by the Hon’ble Piemiei Y 

The Hofpblo Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: ! am not aware of that. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

P.L.A.’t of tho Agriottilure Doportmont. 

Z SH KANAI LAL OE: Will the Hou ble Minister in charge of tho 
Agriculture and Veterinary Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) Nwtch p.L. A. ^ 

{b) fY ¥Tif jftTO mm ttiait; 

re) Tl^ «««»£>» CFUTWI COH WUr fsf •?!; 
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(d) ^ CTJt ffWtTOf ffi *T*?c*ir f*wr to rnirwr wr 

f¥ 4^ 

j^Ttsdi toi «TO*3R i^rr ftrro? 

MINISTER in charga of the AGRICULTURE ami VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sri Jadabendra Nath Pan|a): (a) 

Efo ItStoH a?Fn tow. ^.^ooa? toti 
(b) mmi fwfaftnysTr:— 

(0) af^ erwff scot atow? nto«t a^ otto 5m »TOT?r e crirt ftoxj"- 
ww tor*t*t? 2p^ e * 

(«f) •(to oto (jTtwr-sRjtij 6 

(«r) *(w«Ww?[ ^yrto « ottw? scm^ jgyr e ^ smsli sww erto 

tol ^*toT OTTTO *rC*fT SWTS 58(TO 
(^) *iw-«FTwrawr<(^ ^ «pott stottos ®Ttor ^ <3^ 

««iT»rw *(^3tTOT a^-tof toc^T? ip^^iVrtwa? 

(«) w wr OT oaTOGR jfT toro-^Ftor otto? ato ^ 

wTOfTR OTTO ^ OTr®(;;f5i ?? ott? ?t?^; 

( 5 ) toto a'^ttoj fOT^rto »tot? 5wto? aiw'T to^«T? at?n;w tow ftoro 

9WT? af?*n«T tot?*T. a?^ w aro "TOt? cow 2rt cot® torto 5aTir w r a«?»i 

TOR OT ( 5 T?r?« 5 w«to? atoa tor?«t; 

(f) acOT 55tow? a?Tf5( to;? a?^ iTm. a^? a^tnr sm ^ a^tnr? 

afwt?? w?r 5 " 5 ^?oa; 

(0) aifto H,w>t, TOT^St?? a?rv TOT-otWF? jp^ttoCOT «ntor? TOarc’? arnsr? fito 
f???a CTO: 

(?) ?n5T??? a^ ?wwsnr a?< f?OT? aiiRucsf ^ asT?; 

(o) acOT ^ 5 tow? fR?tot? f??$ ?tca otto? stotw? ^ptt? af??r«T 

?t??T ?1f , TO?, flrorarota a?^ <r?Ttir to; a^to toIw «(?;htc? ootv ?»5w? 
?T?n(T; 

( 5 ) ^OTl? W^n? TOFr?TO «W?T ft? TORT? ato? OTTO WCT «RT 5 TOW to 
??ca? TO?. ff??*3TOta. «RTf*r TO; a?? a?Tf«i TO^FW? ®RT ?•( f?a?ca? 
TOOTT: 

(^) cOTFTOd OT. nfay st? toot *|i(< ffTO-?;?^TlTO 5 R a^ f??w acarto 

OTO; 

( 5 ) f??fTOTO h(t?Ti iWR a?^ toTOOT? aroaXto SafnaRCH? kto toto ??r; 

({>) nrr?^ a^of?^ a^ toott jrcto? ot a?? tott to? toto 5mw 

?;fR etoT? ®RT toto ??t; 

(a) ff? tow? focTOR? ?toT?1w? toto;TOw torto aro? to ??ca? to? a?^ 
to;toto a^ f??c? foeto? 5*07? ?f?T; a^ 

(a) TOTOTOTO? 5wTfR'?Tr?Ta TO ?t?fr toUto? froraTOCTOT^TaT? o\*<feaflr?a?a i 

(e) TOTOTOt OTW I 

^ ^ ^ W(mm ito 

sifa twfTOF aoT? TO? .?TOT f??T? OTO w af??r*f faoT? awm?, mawaTOir*rt 
aw;? to Weir too? to? i aoro?. TOro fiyroa? ato toco; 
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wwvwK >Wfra afSl wwVs »f*«r >wa fw^ro »rfw «rf!rtr 
Brora Bfw Ww ffvtnRf'f’tTO ro*nCTr*i’»n'nwra aT'To row 
fWww gBfim rort scttsr ^it. p« sw B«nrora jro. at cWI? aWral 
vfTO a»BW »f?rorai 

(a) i»w an(ViT ' <w«CT fro iw ay ayiw yUro twiTna 5W ® n^nia^fa^ii ihi8(*(.51 
Huishito «(fwnir toto? ?Trci:i 


Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : ^fins? t[*r 
fV (d) "ijTOmTi il’rPt 

»rfV 3 >irM m i;r 5 iD^ ’fftis RfVi; Tt^ vw 

3 rfr 3 (Tm ^vi ^fsf^nnf^ cWt tf^nwr c>Tt ^ ▼ft »rMFr* 7 w ^ir c!f‘fhi 

f^i? tfSH cu ’Fin o’rt?! -ilfi 

? :jm=f Agrioultural AasiKtmits ^ rr«r. ^ri. P.L.A. rn ? 

Tht Hon’bit Sri ilAOABENDRA NATH PANJA : >fFi ’r^ 

«nr!P, lit c^-innT'!! rwn FPtm: Tw i intf^lligent 

t<'st 47 T 2 U'Ht ya >5 int<‘lli^'i‘nt w T^rr^ Ft^ 

’rn training ?Tm rr^ i 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : nl JtrMn ufr n intelligent 

test ^5T?r? rmn <pfPt U c^t*i training fwf:?i cir&iri rm, JtTfTff 

c»T 2 tn vm I 


Tht Htn’blf Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : mi cn ¥fr«R 

¥f% 5 in «Tr 5 v cm 5^ 1 ffr c'ffM* ofjii) rcM 1 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : nl 9n-t« ’rrm cn. im TSTmim 

i^fFn tiC3T¥C¥t iiit^'lligcncc Ml FMT fnnm »frntn. 

¥fMni cMstn ?tmn ^ 

Tht Hon’bit Sri UADABENDRA NATHPANJA : ^rfn cn w.% mR i 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : ntn^n nul nrtnn nncn^i Tm ^tni ijr nvn 
inti'Uigt‘nt testes ^tstez ’ttncMM mi imi S-ntn Tm sren r 

Tht HoTi*blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANIA : n n«n cffi Ms FnniM ¥fi 

75 U I 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : f¥7 Ftc^ Pp aPi ftn rnf-i cn *jh ^Sf-rtren 
cn 5, <100 C3ffM 3(Fn ncni. nTMiitn vC\ nmn. ititi*lligt>nt t<‘Hi ¥MnF cn 
¥5C5M t5fCT5 nfw FTfrci?. MffC-tl CMT^ 775 nT5. JffI 9V 575 HTJ MfV MfCfM 
f¥ Tcn ? a n-nm' «i^ 4 cnc¥ f-t cntM ¥?t rnf^ r 

Th« HMi’bIt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : mi. a m% ann^^ C¥?m m 

Fn?FM ¥51 ¥5fM I 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : nrt-fn ttnn n ^fz 4¥? 

<nnm fV ? cn w cwfM nfM^tt n**t nmenn fTsre^ wfsfnv nfimi fncnTecc nitn, i35i»tf»rific¥ 
FMT nffnnif nmi ¥fimM fw r 

TIm Hmi*W« Srt JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : 3 ntti fnentnt ¥fi rten f 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Th$ West Bengal Land Development and Planning Billi 1948. 

Clnme 6. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERdl: I move that in clause 5(i), line 2, for the 
words “PreHcribed Authority” the words ^prescribed authority” be 

substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Sri J). N. Mukherji that in clause o(7), line 2, for the 

words “Prescribed Authority” the words “prescribed authority” be 

substituted was then pul and an'iced to. 

The question that clausi* ') as amended do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and ajfreed to. 


Cl (lit Si' 6*. 

Bfi D. N. MUKHERJI: I move tlmt in clause G(/), line >3, for the 
words “a declarutiim to that »‘ti'ect'’ tljc Mords “a declaration to tlie effect 

that such land is needed for a public purpose” be substituted. ' 

Thv Hon’blV Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: 1 accept the amendment. 

The moti(»n of Sri 1). N. Mukheiji that in clause (1(7). line o. for the 
words “a declat'ati(»n to that effect” the words “a declaration to the effect 

that such land is need<‘d tor a jnihlic jiurpose” he substituted was then put 

and agreed to. 

•ri D« N. MUKHERJI: I U10V(* that clause be omitted. 

The Hon’hle Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; I aecept the amendment. 

The nn>tion of Sn 1). N Miikluo-ji that clause (!(o) la* omitted W'as then 
put and agreed to. 

The ijuestion that elause tj as amendeil <h» stand part of the Bill was then 
jUlt and agre«‘d to, 

(la use 7. 

8ri p. N. MUKHERJI: I moNe t hat in idause 7. lines 4 to (i. tor the 
words, figures and brackets “on the expiration of fifteen days from the 
publication of the noti(*c retened to in sub-section (/) of section 4” the 
words “at an\ tune ’’ be substituted. 

The Hon*ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I aicept the amendment. 

Jiflib MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, 1 oppose this amendment. Sir, 
the way in whicli the clau.ses are being read urn! the amendments are being 
moved lake us by surprise. The clause provides that “In cases of urgency, 
if in rc.spe<’t ot any* uotitied urea the Provincial (Joverument is satisfied 
that the ureparatiou of a development scheme is likely to be delayed, 
Provincial (iroverument may, at uu.\ time, make a tlecluration under i*ection 
C, in respect of such uotihed area or gny part thereof though no develop- 
ment .scheme has either been prepared or sanctioned under section o.” 
When Government is «leterniined to take these power.s in any case we have 
no objection but then they ongimdl;y were pleased to give 13 days’ notice 
but all of H .sudd(*u m>u they iTave sprung a surprise on the House to th^ 
effect that instead of 1*> days' notice they can mate the declaration “at any 
time”, in that view of the matter 1 oppose this measure, Sir. 

Tbt Hon’bli tri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May I say on Whalf 
of the Government that it is not the intention to take awav land without 
way proper notice and, Sir, I may also assure the House that by making 
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ntieii we shall see to it that the parties are jfiyeii proper opportunity foj 
representing their cases. Even a statutory provision of 15 clays will oe ot 
no help either to the party or to the G<»vernnient and therefore 15 day.s has 
been changed to “at any time*'. 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 7. lines 4 to ti. for the 
words, figures and brackets “on the expiration of fifteen days from the 
publication of the notice referred to in sub-section (/) of section 4” the 
words “at any time" be substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7 as ainendcal do .stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 

('hmse -V. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERill: 1 have a short -notice* amendment. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: \Vs. I have seen it; it seems nnn’e cn' less similar to 
the printed one. You are not moving the printed ainemlment. I believe, 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: 1 am not moving the printed No. 11. 1 an> 

moving the short-nc^tiee amendment in its place. 

Shiik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sii. I molest against the had proeeduie 
lor short-notiee ainendmc*nts which was tollowed 1>\ tiovernmcoit not at one 
lime )mt every time when we mt‘et. 'riiere was ample time, Sir, to put in 
this slioi t-noti<*e ainemlment. 'I'he ( fo\t‘rninent could have sent it on 
Saturday and we could Imve got it on Sunday. That was not dom* so and 
to-duy at tlie eleventh liour this has heen spuing upon the House. Sir,, 
there i.s no time l<*ft t#» e\en read suc*h a long short-notiee* anieiidmenl tt.s 
It was circulated to us ju.st a minute* hack. Jt i.s liumanh impossihle. We 
are n<»t in a p(»sitioii to discuss it oi lake* jiait in its ifehule hc‘cause the 
mover Minply reads it and has not courtesy to c‘.\p!ain his ameuidment. The 
vc)tc‘s are immediately taken. \\ «• theretoie seek yooi }>rotc*<*tion to safe- 
guard our rights and privilege's in the House. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: \N hut 1 would sugge'st. alti'i what has lieeii slated 

Jaiiah |{afi(|ue i^, a*' it has hecoine the* practice* with the t jo\<*i iiniemt 
to hand in to us all sorts of shoit-iiotiee ainenelineiits at the* eh*\enlh hour 
that, at least, when the* amendments aie nmve‘d it would he e.splaineel us 
te» wiiy tiie> are me)ve*d and in this iiistaiu'e what is tfie (tiffereiiee* lietwimii 
this amenelment which has jUst hee*n handed and the e)thi*i one, the printetd 
amendment, whiedi had hc'eii hanelt'd \o us a tew ehiys hack. If e*.\plaiiuti<»ns 
are given then at least we* cun understand wliut is }iappe*ning; otherwise 
it IS \eiy difficult ten ns to frdlow. I elo not kne»u wh\ no H]a‘eches me 
made h\ the meiver. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: With pe*F mission, Sir, le*! me* move* this 

shorl-neitice ame'iidmeiit ; the H<»n Me Minislei veil! explain tin* peesifieui. 

I move* that for clause S the* fedlowing clau.se lee seifestituted, viz. : 

A den’iarution uneler .section f> shall be cejiiclusive* cvide'fice* that tin* 
lanel tit respe-ct* of which the*, declaration is made 
Applirution of Act I ni m*eeled for a public purpose, anei after making 

18M Kubjeject to Kpecieet siie h eleclaratieui , the Provincial f iet\ ('riiliK'nl may 
provisiou for coinpettmif ion . aeapiire the laiiel and thereupon the* preevisiems eit 
the laind Ae*enjiHitie»n Act, IftfM (J eif ]Hfl4) 
(here'inafter in this seetmii referreef to as f}i<* saiel Act». sliall, so far as may 
be, apply; 

Provided that — 

if in any ca.se the* Provincial (iov<*rnnjeijt .so direots. the ('oHm-tor 
may. at any time after a declaratieui' is made under nectiori fJ. Uike |>OHi«>e*- 
sion, in accordance with the rules, of any b<*el, baor, tank or other watery 
area, or any other waste or uiuble land in re.sp<»ct of which the cle^^laration 
i» made and thereupon auch* land ahall ve^t absolutely in the Crown free 
from all enctunbrancee : 
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Explanation . — For the purposes of this clause the decision of the 
Provincial Government as to whether any land is or is not waste or arable 
land shall be hual; 

{h) in determininf,' the amount of compensation to be awarded for land 
acquired in pursuance of this Act the market value referred to in clause 
first of Hub-section {1 ) of section 2d of the said Act .shall be. deemed to be 
the market value of the land on the date of publication of the notification 
under Huh-section (/) of ‘.ection 4 for fh«‘ notified area in which the land 
is included subject to the following condition, that is to say, if such market 
value exceeds hy any aimmnt tin* market value of the land on the dlst day 
of Decern her, on the a’^stiinptioii tliat tin* land had been at that date 

in the state in whic)i it in fact was {»n the date ot ])uhlication of the said 
notificati(»n. the amount ot sueh e\<’ess shall iK)t be taken into consideration". 

ainab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: On a point of order. Sir. The 
nmendnu'iit that has j\is< been move<l in the last paragraph {h) reads as 
folloM's; “in determining the amount ot eompi'iisation to be awarded for 
land acijulred in pursuanet* of- this Aet the market value referred to in 
clause first of sub-section (/| ot section 2d ot the said Aet shall he deemed 
to be the market value ot the land on tin* date ot publication of the notifica- 
tion under Mub-section (/) of section 4 for the notified area in which the 
land is included subject to tin* following condition, tliat is to say, if such 
market value (‘xceeds h\ an> amount the market value of the land on the 
dlst day of December. nt4ti. on the assumption that the land had been 
at that date in the state in wliic'h it in tact was on the date of ]>ul)licatjon 
of the saiil notification the .imonnt (if such c\cc>h shall not be taken into 
consideration.'' 

Nil. the two propo.saU are contradictor\ iiiasmucli as it sa\s that the 
market value shall he deemed to be market valm* on thr date of tlie publica- 
tion of the notification, and th(‘n in the same hreath it goes on to say that 
it shall not come under the Act and the Act shall he inoperative. Sii, can 
tliis aniendmeni he moved ticcalisi* it is stdf-contradictorv 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, it is m> pidnt of 

ordei hecausc the provision is rcall\ to the effect that the provision ot the 
Land A(’(jUisit ion Act shall Itc op(Mati\(' hut onl\ suhject to certain condi- 
tions. namely, that the market value as provided in th<* Land Acquisition 
Act will he given hut it theii* is an\ c\c(‘ss lu tin* assessment of that market 
value, if the value is in extM*ss ot what was (ditained in I)m*mber ltt4fi. 
tliat excess will not la* taken into account. Therefore with regard to the 
pro\isious ol tin* Land Ai'quisition Act that have been taken into account 
tmhjeit lo (crtain limitations 1 think there is nothing anomalous, ;»nd I 
suhiiiil this is (|uitc in ord(*i . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yt*s. it is m ordei. 

ililMlb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: { nst' again on a ])oint of order. Sir. 
It seeks to amend tlw? relative provisions of tin* Land .Kcijui.sition Act. Can 
tlii-s amendm«*nt be permitted by a reference!' 

Tb« Hofi’bte Bri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May 1 submit. Sir. 
that such n*terences an* always permis.sible in Acts, that such and such 
procedure laid down in such and .such Acts shall he ffdiow^ed or become 
operative under cerUiin directions g-iven in the Acts. This is the usual 
pro(*eduiv followed by legislature. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matU[*r of tact the original motion which was 
tabled by Sri Dhir(*ndra Narayiiii Mukherjee lequiml sanction under sec- 
tion 291t of the Act because it involves the question of right on land. But 
htalead of that motion which has not betui moved (jovernuient moved a 
cyclostylml motion. Has the Governor's sanction Wn obtained to this 
motion alao.^ 
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The Hon’ble Sri aiMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Yes, Sir, GoTeriwr;s 
•BBction has been obtained and perhaps your office has received that by this 
time. 

jARib MD* KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, we want to be satiMfied that the 
approval of the Governor has been recei%-ed by your office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am informed by the Secretary that he has not yet 
received the sanction, but 1 accept the statement of the lion ble Minister 
that sanction has been obtained. 

ilafMb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, wlien your office says that 
approval ha.s not been received, will it be in order for Government to move 
this amendment!^ 

The Hoii’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Alter all. the objection 
ol my friend seems to be ]merile beeau.se the onlv difference between the 
orijjfinal amendment and the present one i.s tin* jnhlition ot the two wonls 
“heels” and “tanks”, otherwi.se it is praeticnlly the .same. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: On a point ot intormation. Sir. What 
i.s the amendment y Is it a new one or that which lias been printed aiul 
circulated y 

Mr. SPEAKER: T iiere is one printtMl ainemlm(‘nt but instinid of that 
lie has moved a short-notiee amendment. 

Sbiik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, here is an amt'ndment whicb is 
betore u.s and which he is not supjMised to huvi* moved. Then what is the 
ameinlinent Shall we take the amendment tlmt he has read or tlie printed 
one that is before Us If I ma\ be permitted to make it clear, while 
readinjr the ameinlmenl to <laus4* 8 lie ha.s addeil two words whicli the 
reporter-' iiufrht delete later on. He lias added the words “special provi- 
"inii for” whicli weie not in the amendment. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Apait from the motion on paper whatever, if any- 
thinjf. he has added will not be tak«*n into consideration. 

The Hon*ble Sri BiMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sn. I n a. I liave 

heard Mr, Mukherjee, he has read and moved verbal mi whatever there is 
ill the ryclost\l(‘d cop\ . 

Mr. SPEAKER: It iiia\ be taken tor ^^ranted that wliatevi*r llieit* is 
on record in the paper has been moved. He cannot add t<> or omit anvlhinm' 
from the cyclostyled i-opy. 

tienab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: (an the amendm<*nt be moved at all, 
Sir, when the sanction of the (iovernor ha.s not yet b(‘cn rei'civcd in \oiir 
offici*?* 


Mr. SPEAKER; As tar as that is <’on(H*Mied, on tlie««jyUiiiiiter*s 
assurance that sanction lias been obtained I feel that ] am satisfied that the 
(Governor’s sanction I Con rely upon |ftT>n'ble"1lffnTsfeP^ 

etatement that sanction has been leeeived. 

T»i« Hofi’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA flNHA: Sir, tills uan'iidment 

has been moved, and now the hoiiouruhle ineiiibers opposite ramipiarn to the 
eftect that this amendment oujrht to have been circulated before. 1 <^an ^ 
appiwiate the jiomts made by the lionotinibie memhers opposite, but hnvinjf 
great regard tor their intelligence ami Hliarpiiess I might be excused this 
time at least for not having circulated it liefore, bwaurw the amendment is 
only a verbal amendment making no great difference. The only difference 
is only a matter of legal interjirelation whether land should include water. 
There being some doubt on Jhis point it has been made clear in this short- 
notice amendment that while taking posseiuiion of lands Government would 
also Vu> aVklja in ijhlrA TWM«u»««tnTi nf nf irnij»T. fteel. haor. and all that. 
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aaiiab MD, KHUDA BUKH8H: Why ih you want to have this 
amendment 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: To drown people in. 
(Laughter.) 

Th0 Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I might explain 
the real object of moving this amendment. Unless wd take possession of 
heels and watt-r tracts, it would be difficult to nurture fish fries so that fish 

might develop in those places, and with that end in view, I hope, this 

amendment is made. An a matter of fact, in the ordinary interpretation of 
the term *‘Jand”, “water” is included, so that there raigitt not be any 
difficulty of interpretation. In order to make it more clear and specific 
these few words have been added. 

The motion of Sri Dhirendru Narayan Mukherji that foi clauNe S the 
following (“laus«‘ be substituted, viz.: — 

“8. ' A declaration under section (> shall be conclusive evidence that 

the land in respect of which the declaration is 

provisiou for coniponsiition, making su(‘ii ileclaiution, the irovincia] (jovei’ii- 
ineiit may ac(|uire the land and thereujxm the 
provisions (d the liund Acaiuisition Act, 181)4 (1 <d‘ 18})4) (hercinattci ui 
this section icteired to as the said Act), sliall. so far as mas be, apjily; 

l*ro\idefl that -- 

(n ) if in any Case the Provincial (iovernmeiit so directs, the 
Uidlector ma\ , at tiny time after a declaration is made under 
section b, take possession, in accordance with the rules, of any 
heel, huor, tank or other watery area, or any other waste or 
arable land in respect of whicli tlie declai ation is made and 
th<*reuj)on sueli land shall vest ahsolutcly in the ('rown tree fnun 
all eneumbrunces ; 

. Kor the purposes ol this clause the dinisioii ot the 
Pi’ovincial (toveinment as to whether an> laud is or is not waste 
or aiahle land shall be final; 

{fi) in determining the amount ot (’ompensution to he uuaided tor 
land aciiuireil in pursuance ot this Act th<* inaiket value reterred 
to in clause first of sub-section {I) of section 2d ot the said Act 
shall be deemed to be tlie market \alue of the land on the date 
of j)uhli(Mtion of tlie m»tifieation under suh-seetion (/l ot .sec- 
tion 4 for the notified aiea in which the land is included subject 
to (he following condition, that is to say, if sueli murket value 
i*\eeeds b\ any amount the market value of tlie laud on the dlst 
da> of Deeemher. I?t44i, on the assumption that the land hutl lieeu 
at that date in the state in which it in fact wus on the date of 
publication ot the saitl notification, the .iinount of sucb exi'css 
shall not be taken into consideration, “ 

was then })Ut and agreed to. 

The question that clause S, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

(Uaust 9. 

8H D. N. MUKHERill: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause \K line 3, 
after the words ‘'if it .so considers expedient.” the words “retain, let on 
hire, lease, sell, exchange or otherwise” be inserted. 

I also move that in clause 9, lines 4 to 7, the wonls “iu such manner 
and to such parties as it may think fit without having any deveiopment 
•oheme prepare!, executed or fully executed, as the case may be” be omitted. 
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TM Hon’llte Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept these 

smendments. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, 1 to move that to chuise 9 the 
following proviso be added, namely: — 

‘ ‘Provided that — 

(a) where the Provincial Government tlecidcs to lease (o- sell any laud 
acquired in pursuance ot this Act, the person or persons from 
w’hom the land was so acquired shall, in such manner as the 
Provincial Government may direct, be oft'ere<l a prior right to 
take on lease or to purchase the lami on such terms and condi- 
tions us may lu‘ detenninc<l hy the I*iovincial (iovtM'ument ; 

{h) it, in any case, two or more peivsons claim to exercise* a right 
offered under clause (o), the right shall be exercisabb* by such 
of the claimants as the Provincial Govcniment may determine." 

Sir, just one w'ord to explain what this claiist* means. It has tlie .same 
meaning as amendment No. 17 hut phrased in legal terminology. 1 
intended to move a proviso to tJie effect that the land that was to f>e .so 
disposed of shall in the first instance be <»ffered to the original owners on 
such terms and conditions as the Government may jlecide. ! iliink that is 
a fair jiroposition which shouhl be accepted. 

The Hon*hle Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I a<cep( it. it being a 
very fair proposition. 

The motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in clause 9, line d, alter tlie 
words “if it so (*onsi(h»rs expe<lient,^’ the words “retain, h*t on hire, lease, 
sell, (‘\« hunge ni otherwise" be inserted, was then pul and agreed to. 

Tlie motion ol Sri 1). N. Mukherji (hat in clause 9, lines 4 to 7, the 
words 'in such munnei and to such parties ,is it may think fit without 
having ai)\ dcvelopimoit scheme prepureil. executed or fully exetmled, as 
the case may lie" be omitted, was then put and agnnvl to. 

The motion of Sri Hiinal ('omar (iliose that to clause 9 the following 
pioviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that - 

(fl) where the Provincial Government decides to lease or sell any laud 
acquired in pursuance of this Act, tlie person or persons from 
whom the land was so acquired shall, in such manner as the 
Provincial (Jovernment may direct, he offered a prior right to 
take on lease or to purchase the land on such terms and condi- 
tions as may be determined by the Provincial Government; 

{b} if, in any case, two or more persons claim to exercise a right 
offered under clause {a), the right shall be exercisable by such 
of the claimants as the Provincial Government may determine.", 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clauie 10. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERill: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 10(7), line 2, 
for the words "Prescribed Authorit^P’ the words "prescrilied authority" 
he substituted. 

Tht Hofl*lili Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: 1 accept the amendment 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 10, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
Uien put and agreed to. * 
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The question that cluuhe 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 12. 

iri D. Nt MUKHER4I: Sir, I beg to move that clause 12(2) be 
omitted. 

The Hon’bla Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 accept the 

amendment. 

The motion then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 12, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


New clause 12 A. 

Sri Dt Ni MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that after clause 12, the 
following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

*‘12A. Tlie Provincial Government may by notification in the Official 
Dolflgtttion of poworH. Gazette direct that any or all of the powers 

conferred upon it by this Act shall be exercisable also by such authority 
subject to such conditions, if any, us may be specified in the notification.” 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was tlien put and agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERill: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause ld(2), ioi 
paragraph (a) tlu* tollowing paragraph be substituted, namely: — 

the designation, coustitiilion and munnei- of appointment of the 
prese r i b(‘d authority.” 

1 also move that in clause V2{2), after paragraph (//), the following new 
paragruph be in.serted, namely: — 

“(66) the manner of taking possession of land referred to in clause (a) 
of the proviso to section 8;” 

The HOfl’bie Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA; Sir, £ accept these 
amendments. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause ^br paragraph (<i) 

the following paragraph be substituted, namely: — 

'‘{a) the designation, constitution and manner of appointment of the 
prescribed authorUy .” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause 13(2), after paragraph 
(6), tne following new paragr^idi be inserted, namely: — 

**{bb) the manner of taking possession of land referred to in clause (a) 
of the proviso to section 

was then put and agreed to* 

The question that clause 13, as amended, do stand- part of the Bill, ttas 

iken Tint A.nd ftcrriier} to. 
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Sri D« M. MUKHCRJIS Sir, I beg to move that after clause 13, the 
ollowing new clause be added, namely: — 

Any appointment or rules made or any notification 
ConticniAiif^ of action issued, or anything done or any action 
Jeon undar the WoHt Ben- taken or any proceedings commenced in 
kl Ordinance 11 of 1948. exercise of any power conferred by or under 
le West Bengal Land Development and Planning Ordinance. Went Ben. 
948, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to operate, he deemed Oni. U of 
> have been made, issued, done, taken, or commenced in exercise 
of powers conferred by or under this Act as if this Act had com- 
menced on the 27th day of April, P148/’ 

Th« Hon’bto Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Preambit. 

The question that the Preumhle do stand part of the Bill, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The HoB'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: 1 lug lo mov.> ihut the 

West Keiigul luind anil Plauiiiiig Hill. 1!I4H, as settliul in the 

As.senildy, he passed. 

c, '*iT®T*r*^**^ i 1 ^*'' Ill's Hill WHS put 01 ) the 

statute Hook I should like to make a tew coimneiits. On reading the 
»tateinent of ol.jeils and reasons it seemed to me limt this Hill was like 
one ot those old lime (.ongiess manifestos whieh gave all sorts of promises 
beiause ( ongress leaders knew that I he.) )vould not have to show to the 
people that within a feiv . veins they ))oiild he fiiltilliiig .those promises, 
tieeaiise at that tune the ( ongress was not in odiee. Hut now the Oongress 
Is riiiining the lioNeriinienI lu India. I'eople will not he so easily satisfied 
li.) nieiel.v reading such sliileiiients whieh aie given Imie in the oiijeels and 
. rea.soiis of the statement. Now. Sir. this Hill, it seems lo me, provido.s 
lor everything under the miii, .ind it lavs down llmt (lovcniincnl vu.shcis to 
acquiic laud in order to improve and develop ugricuiture, l()r(‘.strv. finhery, 
mdustry, uud .so on and so forth not only tor llie liiniteil purpo.se i e for 
the refugee.s M'Iio uie pouring in in West Bengal hut for the people of ‘West 
nengal as a whole. V\ ere it not so amhitious one would take thi.s Bill 
.seriously, if it was intemli-d for a limited purpose and if llie idea was that 
the provisions in the Bill would he carried out within a speeified period of 
ime. But unfortunately that is not so, and the Government — again I do 
not know why-— is making all sorts of promise* in the Bill. It is good 
r«a ing. knqw that only a few months haek when the Imdget was 

placed in the West Bengal Legislative Assemhly. similar promises imd been 

m w’ere told of all sorts of post-war sehi'ines whiidi 

would put into effect in or<ler to improve the living conditions of the 
people of Bengal uud raise their ^conditions of life. But I do not know 
how’ far they have progressed with-^liose sehemeM within the last few months. 
At least we do not see any visible effe< t with regard to that except that we 
see a few tiger-nmrked buses running in f alculta. But apart from that we 
see all over vv eat Bengal— whether it he in the villages or in the towns — 
complete misery prevailing-— all-round misery. Now let u.h see what are 
tbe implications^ of this Bill, what it purports to do, if the provisions are 
meant to ^ serious, if the statement of objects anti reasons is meant to be 
aenous. If that is so, Government have to improve and develop industry, 
u mei^ that Government have to take the initiative in this matter from 
w pmate capitalista and bring forward their own plan whereby for the 
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whole of West Bengal they can plan out. The basis of planning is that 
we must be told that within such and such a time>liinit we shall do such 
nnd such thing. But, on the contrary, as far as industry is concerned, 
whatever may be said in this particular Bill, as the initiative has been by 
a solemn declaration by the Government of India left to private industrialists 
it would be impossible for Government to plan out its own scheme, because 
wherever there is found private capitalism there is bound to be anarchy. 
Private businessmen do noi go to the market for the benefit of the people 
but because they want to make profits and therefore there is always anarcny 
wherever there i.s private industry. I do not see how acquiring a few 
apres of land liere and there would help (jovernnient to build up industries 
on its own initiative when i< has left the initiative to private capitalists. ^ 
Then, Sir, it goes on to say in agriciiltuie, forestrv, etc., development and 
impr(»venient would be effecte<l. Here again it has been long recognised 
by the ('ongress also that the abolition of the ze.mindar\ system was the 
only way out ol tliis tangle, this difficulty with wliich we are faced, and 
wo are told that such a Hill i.s going to camie very shortly. But we know 
that this [larticular Hill in its provision.s tries to tidl us that without the 
abolition of the zenundary system, without giving tin* lands to the tillers 
it would h<‘ ooKsible to improve and develop agriculture and torestry in 
such a way that (Tovernment can improve the economic life of the people, 
the living condition of the peoph*. If this is a new-found theory of the 
Congress fiovermncnt I have nothing to sa> . 

But US far as I was aware, all were agreed in our country till a few 
years back that without the abolition ol the zemindary system and without 
compensation it was not ])o.ssil»le to develop agriculture, fisheries or 
forestry as long as they were the properties of private individuals. 
Similarly wi* are told of the erealion of better living conditions in the 
urban and rural anuis willi the object of the economic hettcrmcMit of the 
local people a V(‘i'> nobh* obpu’t no doubt, but was it tlie lack of this 
particular Hill that was holding up the Governmimt from lowering the 
prices ot things. as the\ prevail todav in rural and urban areas? With 
regard to (dothing, housing and food, tlie people are suffering everywhere 
in West Bengal . Was it h(‘cause (iovernment ha<l no such power to aoouire 
land that they could not check inflation, that they could not do anytlung 
or was it hecause they were iol lowing an anti-people, pro-capitalist, jpro- 
i&einindury poliiy that it was impossible for them to check inflation? That 
is tlie question which lias got to be answered by the Government, because 
the people would like to know this. I feel that so long as the present 
policy of the Government continues, i.e., .ho long as they are going to he 
guided by the dietutes of tht‘ capitalists and the landlords and other vested 
interests in our (country, so long you mav, for election purposes, have any 
Bill with any object in view, but that wifi not help us out of the situation. 
Inflation, hlackmarketing and other things are happening noi because of 
any lack of ])Ower in the hands of Government, it is not that the Govern- 
ment cannot prevent the inflation because they have no power. Now, that 
Government have taken such powers under this Bill we hope we would not 
hear hereafter in trams and buses this criticism of the Govertiment that 

S rices of fish are going up, cloth cannot be found, house.s cannot be found. 

lut in fact, there is no scheme Hi far as housing is Concerned. When the 
price of cloth was rising Government alT^Mi a sudden ventured on its policy 
of decontrol without even listening to the Economic Advisers of tho^Gcwem- 
ment iteelf. The result was tremendous chaos and lawlesaneis all^bver 
Bengal for which of course Government blames the people. But 4n fact 
if the Govornment thought ov^T it twice they would blame themselves for 
their inefficiency. In any other country p^bably the Government would 
have the decency to quit offit'e and leave it to others who ootild govern 
properly. But. unfortunaWly, our Government will not do that and it 
irilf hwd on to office. Therefore I would end by saying that we ahall 
oartainly give them — if the Government want they can take any power* 
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ey wish to curb the blackmarketers, the profiteers and t4 
erybody would be williiijr to jriw them tliost^ powers, but at %h#>aWclai!e 
e people would also want to know how the powers were goiugSi^jJ^ used. 
L*cause the people have seen the Con^^ress rule for the last one 
ierefore I think that next year at this time— if we ajfuin meet here— we 
all find that we shall be where we are today and things will not improve. 
?cuu8e the Government. I know, will not ehange its policy of appeasing 
e vested interests, hor it has in fact become a Government representing 
e vested interests. Therefore it cannot change 'its policy and so I think 
is will not help us. Of course for election jmrposes it would lie a good 
anifesto, but I wonder whether the peojile will take it .seriously. 


ilsnsb MO. KHUDA BUKH8H. Sir, within a few minutes this Bill 
ill ]>e put on the Statut«‘ Book. Now, Sir, before it is finally passed into 
i Act, 1 ^dlould like to be satisfit*d on a few points that concern* me 
•rsonally as I come from a border district. Sir, immediately this Bill is 
it on the Statute Book any land which now also under the law includes 
ater and surely includes also a homestead, I htdieve,, Government will 
ive the power to take any land tor settling the refugei's primarily in a 
aimed way, and also tor other puri>oses, hut, Sir, I have a sneaking fj^ar 
at, in the name of settling tile refugees in a planned way, tlie provisions 
tliis Bill might be used to dispossess the poor Muslims from their lands, 
r, tliis has been in the aii for a long time and in giving expression to it 
am only doing justice to my constituency. —that it has been the talk in 
e district that bec.ausc Murshidabad is in tlie border and the border area 
jiopulated by Mu.'’lims. for .strategic reasons it would be ni'ccssarv for 
e GovernnH'nt to disj)o.ss,t.,ss Muslims and to n*scttb*. tliat area with 
e Hindus .Sir, I think we Imvt* now satisfied tin* jiowers Ibat be tliat 
are loyal when our lot lias been cast with the Indian Union. Sir, we 
i\e made the Imhitii I nion our liome and we have justified all the profes- 
:ms and chums to loyalty, that we have made b\ actually showing loyalty. 
I, so wiiatever strategic leasons ther<* may liave bt'en at the turn* when 
e Bill was drafted they no longio' cxi.st now tocluv. Today, Sir, Goveni- 
ciit ought t() lie satisfies} that, the Muslims of tlie Indian Union have 
ade the Indian I nion their home and there is no need to disturb their 

‘Ul’C 


The Hon»ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: When joes the Muslim 
•me into the Bill K 

ilensb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, there is the fear of tlie Muslims 
id so r raiM' this point. I want an assuraiu'e liom the Ilon’ble Minister 

charge and Tfon l>le Premier that my fears an* baseless. 

The Hpll’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Absolutely baseless. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Whv are you so 

ispieious? Have you got a guilty mind I' 

JllMb MO. KHUDA BUKH8H. tSuspiciou bipgets suspicion. Tt is 
Uv right wb^ we have been treated with sinsriieion all these days, a little 
ispicioii may have aXso grown in our q;iinds that for strategic, reasons, for 
e «afety and .stability of the province the Muslims of (lie border areas will 
ivo to. be herded out. But, Sir, I anL iiappy to hear from the lloirble 
pemier that this is not at the ba<!k of their mind — -- 

TJie Tlin’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: When we drafted this 
ill that was not yi ovm’ mind but now I may take the clue^from him. 
,/aiignter.) - ' 

MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: In whatevop* way my appeal is 
•Dstnied or misconstrued it does not affect the validity of the question, 
ere I am to ask for a cafegoricul answer from the G^emment that the 
uslims in the border areas *wiil not be disturbed under the provisions of 
M Bill. 



iO Iti/Y JL UIIjUO. [iJUTH J>EPT. 

The Hofl’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Both Hindus 
and Muslira» will he affectefl. 

ilAimb MD« KHUDA BUKHSHs May he hoth Hindus and Muslims 
will he affected hut more Muslims tlian Hindus will be affected. They arc 
all poor and if they are herded out of their hearths and homes they will have 
to find out alternative aecommodatioii. That was the point I was coming 
to, namely, what will happen to those people wdio are dispossessed of theii 
lauds. 

Tho Hon^bla Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYs I told you your fear its 
baseless. 

tlnnab MD. KHUDA BUKHSHs Sir, a friend tells me that the ques- 
Uori of our loyalty has not yet been sufficiently proved. I do not know, 
Sir, when this will come to an end and how we will he able to prove our 
loyalty. 

ilsnab 8YED BADRUDDUJAs Ca‘sar’s wife is always above 
rfhspicion 1 

^ilailAb JAD. KHUDA BUKH8HS However, Sir, there is a provision in 
this Bill that (lovernment may ultimately find that the lands acquired for 
HCJine purj)ose may not be re(|uired for Government use and then the lands 
will bo made oyer to the people from whom they were taken. Now, I 
suggest that prior claims of the owners will he considered. Of course an 
amendment to this etlect moved by Mr. Ghose has been ai^cepted by 
Government. In this connection 1 w’ould also request the Government 
that they should not make any profit in reselling the lands to the original 
owner. Government, Sir, are only willing to pay a certain amount of 
comjiensation and they have said that the comiiensation w'ill not be more 
than \vhat the price was in December, B)4(i. If in the meantime the land 
appreciates and can bring even a higher market valiK*, and if the original 
owner then coiiu's and takes possession, Government w'ill charge so much 
tliut Government had paid out from its coffers and no more. That is the 
assurance 1 want from Government, With tliese w’ords, Sir, 1 resume my 
seat. 

The Hon»ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May I 8}>eak a few words 
in reply to what has been said by the honourable members opposite. Sii, 
Mr. Jyoti Basil in his usual vein has taken this opportunity ; 

ilanab A. F. ABDUR RAHMAN 5 If tlie Hon’ble Minister will take 
long, the House may now’ be adjourned for prayer. 

.^Mr. 8PEAKER: How long will you take, Mr. Sinha? 

’Tha Hon'blo 8n BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Five or ten minutes, 
Sif. 

Mr. BREAKER : in that case T must adjourn the House now. I'he 
House stands adjourned for*fi{teott minutes. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(Aftn MjouTfmmni.) , " 

ThA Hon’bla 8ri BIMAL CHAMDRABlNHA; Mf Sir, as 

1 was telling you, Sir, I regret very inul^ that Mr. Jyoti Biipiu in his \URial 
way took opportunity on tliis occasion to put ui>on us certaii| istentions 
which w’e nnuly do nof have. Sir, while he was sm^aking,* I was reminded 
of an incident that place few’ years ago on tjie flouir oJ this House. 
On one occasion when members from different sides df House were 
criticising certain actions of Govemineiit, up nise Mr. Siddiqi and mid 
that “it 18 very sfrange that the honourable meinl>ers oj^site are in 1^® 
habit of seeing ghosts in every tamarin^ tree’ . I may recall that siaie> 
ment made by Mr. Siddiqi op that occasion and 1 may state that by a strange 
alliance, perhaps struck at some hotel — may be the Spence’s Hotel, the 
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honourable the Communist member has now taken upon himself tlio 
reaponsihility which Mr. Siddiqi used to di8cliiu*fi:^ in the preyiuus House. 
Therefore^ 1 need not controvert the arguments that Mr. Basil has tried to 
make Out except to say that it was fpr the lack of such a legislative provi- 
sion that nothing could he done, hut I am sure that this was one of the 
clogs in the wheel that iftanleii juogress. If (iovernment w'ants to remove 
one of the clogs, w'ell it is certainly with the intention ot moving the wheel 
that they are doing such a thing and now when we are making that effort, 
Mr. Ba.su would say that if you cannot move the whole wheel, at least you 
cannot move it in i>.irt. That is an argument. Sir, to w’hieh, I think, no 
reply is necessary. 

I w’ould next refer to the arguments made out hy Hr. Khuda Buklisli, 
I was sorry to find Mr. Khuda Ij^ukhsh scenting suspicion in this thing. 
I can tell him that we are not in the hahit of suspecting ]>eeause we have' 
all along been brought up and nurtured in the (amgress erei'd (hat all 
creeds and communities are equal. Sir, I find, and I find with great regret, 
that it is very difficult to shed old hahits and the hahits that Mr. Khudu 
Bukhsh made during the previous leginu* of susj>eeting’’other people not 
belonging to his bloc >till stick to him. I may assure you that*this legis- 
lation Avill not he applit‘d to an> oonimuuity in any communal way. 

Now, Sir, I shall speak on the Bill it. self. Criticisms have been levelled 
that this Bill will lead to no benefit. I do not agree. 1 may tell the House 
that .since the pr(>inulgation of the Ordinance in (ht‘ lu.st week (»f April, 
1U48, wa^ have as ^et examined thirt>-one schemes and, Sir, we liaVe given 
effect to some of them. While woiking out (he provisitms of the Ordinance 
we fiinl that wlien lh(‘ seheim*s wen* sent to (lie (,}ov(*rnmcnt, the sehemes 
were not given in eompl(‘t«* form, man> <letuils were lacking and inaiiv of 
the estimates wc'ie lound to he* def<‘etive. Now Oovernment have puhlish- 
tUd them w'ltii all the details that ( iov<‘rnmc*nt want while* companies or 
preserihf'il aiitlioritie-* or Collec'tcirs arc* to fcuwaid the* schemes to Ooveru- 
1110111 . That is how the schemes are to he prepared. If the seliemc's come 
ready frith these details, Oovernmerit are ready to give effect to those 
.schemes, 1 am sorry, Sir, lurther progress c^ould not he made, hut 1 note 
w'ith regret that witliout this provision tlic*re can lie no speedy r(‘se1tlement 
of refugei^s in some of the districts, for example, in Jalpaiguri W'e had to 
make resettlement of refugees even before we had time to notify under 
seciioii 4 of the Oidiname. \\*hen mgeiiev deiiuncds that (hc‘re sliould he 
speedy resettlement of refugees, and whc*n very spt*<*dy ucajuisition of land 
is necyssary, all efforts are made hy Goverinneiit to dispense fair juMtic*e and 
to see to it that arable and waste lands are acquired Icy giving (*ffec( only 
to that provision of the Land Aequi.sition Act. If honourahlc* mcunlivrfi 
opposite had read the eoni«*nt.s of the Ac t more carefully, they would have 
found that provision ha.s been made under certain clauses. Only (g^rtAin 
provisions of the Land Acquisition Act 'Wrill take effect and th^ retht<5 not 
tu homestead lands but to arable and waste lauda^.* If there is still a 
auepioum in the jninds of honourable memhvxj», 1 submit that suspicion is 
unfounded. 

With theae wordi, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of tne 

- * 

^he motion df the Hon^ble Sri Bimol" Chandra Sinba that the West 
Bengal l^aiid 3oyelopment and Planning Bill, 1948, os settled in the 
Assembly, be passed was then put and agreed to. 

TM Buigii Molar Sties Ttxtlioii (West Be^l Amenciiiieiit) Billf 

^ ^ im. 

Tilt Hafl*l»le SH NALINt BAMiAN SAftKiR: Sfr, 1 beg to introduce 
t^^Bengal MotdP* Spirit Soles Twation (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill A 
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Tht HM’ble Sri NALINI RANilAN BARKER: Sir, I beg further to 
move that the Bengal Motor Spirit vSales Taxation (West Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 


The (luestion that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then pUt and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 


The (pie-stion that clause ‘J do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamhle. 

The (|uestioii that (he reaiiible do stand part of the Bill was then put 
amd agreed to. 

The HDfi’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I beg to move that the 
Bill UH setthMl in the Assembly be passed. 

Bri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the only point 1 should like to 
know from the Hon' hie Minister before this Bill V'Comes an Act is as to 
how nuinV countries will immediately be affected — how many ('onsular 
re|U*eseuUt 4 VeH — and how much petrol will be involved in this particular 
thing, that is, as to h<»w much petrol is consumed by either the United 
States ('ynsHlar Servic(*s or (he other .services who will get petrol tax-tree. 

The Hon'ble Bri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, for tht‘ present 
on reciprocal basis it would be given to the Uonsular otlices of America. 
VVe have introduced the Bill at the reijmvst of the (iovernment ot India. 
We do not know what other puhlie servii'es or eounirie^ will do it on 
reeiiiroeal basis but we are suie (bat we shall be able to give them "without 
imauivemeiiei' to our countrymen. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: I think the lionourable member to 
my hdt wanted to know the <|uantity of petrol that will be involved at tin* 
pn*sent nionient. The Ibui'hle Minister has said that [letrol will he 
sujijilied to the (amsular otlices of the Slates oi Aiucrica. He has not told 
us exactly what is the quanti(>. that is, what is the number of gallons that 
will be inv(dved. 

- Mr, SPEAKER: It the lUm'ble Minister does not want to say anything 
I funiiot help. 

Tb^ motion of the Hon’hle Sri Nalini llanjnn Sarker that the Bengal 
Motor Spirit Sales T^ixation (West Bengd Auiendinenl) Bill, 11148, as 
settled in the Assembly, be passed, was tben put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Excise (West Bengal Amendment) Bill» 1B48. 

The Hon’ble Bri MOHINI MOHAN BARHIAN: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Excise (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

(Tile Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) ^ 

The Hon’ble Bri MOHINf MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move ^ 
that the Bengal Excise (We^^t Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1>€ tAon into 

consideration. , 

Jamb MD. KHUbA lUKHSHl Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall oonmColate 

measure. The lacuna that existed^in the old Exetae Bill whiO^this 
amendment seeks to remove was direotft responsible for the growth of 
drinking places of dubious reputation and thosf places, Sir, also encouraged 
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the growth of other social evils which ^ire attendant on prom iiW'uo vis drink- 
ing. Sir, with the passage of this Bill the clubs and other places which 
serve drinks to their clientele or thefr members will now have to approach 
(Jovemment for licences. Sir, I .should like to submit this before the 
Hon’ble Minister through yovi that whea..ihese licences are con.sidered, will 
he please look into the antecedents and the previous history of those clubs 
and other drinking places and refuse lieenees to those places whose — shall 
T say — moral character is not above reproach. But, Sir, thi'< Bill also ti^e.M 
in its purview Lodges. I do not know what exactly this means. If it (foes 
mean a Masonic Lodge, T shall submit that a Masonic Tiodge is on a footing 
entirely different from a club or any other drinking house. A Masonic 
Lodg(» is a place when' members congregate and they do not pay separately . 
for their drinks. They pay a consolidated subscription to tlu'ir resp(»ctiye 
Lodges and the drinks that are served then' are inclmb'd in tlu' consolidute'rl 
siihsci iption. It is neillu'r a (‘lub nor is it any other ilrinking pliu'p. It 
has its own charters and lionoiirahle mem hers who are memlu'i s of Masonits 
Lodges would support me in the view that Lodges should not W brought 
under the purview of this. I want to makt' this jioint be(‘aus(<. not all 
Lodge.s, there are some wIh^ take their drinks from homh'd wareliouse.s. 
There are other Taxlges who cannot affonl to take tlu'ir dfinks from the 
homlefl warehous('H. they buy their drink.s from the bazar. If this BiJJ 
tak('s these Masonic Lodges also under its purview tlu're will 'b(' doublJ^ 
taxation in resp(‘ct of licpior consumed in thos»* Lodges.. Wiien he muke.s 
liis reply 1 hope the Hoiriile Minister would assure us tlmt by TiOdges ho 
does not mean Ma, sonic Lodgi's. 

Mr# R. Et PLATEL: Sir, with the objects (»f this Bill T auppost' there ' 
would be no jioi nt in having anv rjunrrel in view of tlie doHiired poli<’Y of 
Oovenimcnt to further prolulMtion. I fe(‘j. howf'Vf'r. a r('rtain regret that 
it should have been tiecessars^ to Infringt' on the privileges which members 
of hofiu fide (dubs have so far enjoved. The answer. 1 fe( l, would have 
been some sort of regulation o( the so-ealled musbioom (dubs, but that 
(jovernment should have f(d( it nect'ssaiy to infring‘(* on tin* rights and 
privileges of the meinhers of well-estnhlished elubs -for this, as T said, I 
feel some regnet. TTowever. the Bill lias b(‘en introduced.’ ( lovi'riim’ent 
liave their majority ami it will be passed. Bui might T ask lor two 
assurances from the Hon’ble Minister. TJk' first is that suflicir'ut time wdll 
be given before this Bill is made efleetive in order that (dub.s may be able 
tx) get their licences so that tlie Bill having lK*en passed ;ind sutfiident time 
not having hcf'ii obtained to get then licences, tlo' position will not arise 
that the <'lul)s may not be* able to serve drinks to (licir menibers even on 
week da\s. I do not know what the rt'gulatioiis are, but I suppose that 
after filling forms in quadruplicate or triplicate and completing chalans and 
paying deposits in various treasuries and after all these sorts of ihings, the 
applications will have to go before some sort of Board and tin* licences Lave 
to ]>e approved. So, 1 am asking tliat the lapse of time he1w(*en the date 
that these provi.sions come into efleet and the passing of the Bill may be 
sufficient to enable these formalities to be gone through. 

a«i<urance I am asking for is that all long-established hovn 
pds (dubs will have no difficulty in securing licences. In fact, that tbo 
granting of licences to them will be more or less automatic. 

The Hofl’bie Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir. the honourable 
memWrs might confused about the obj(‘ct of the Bill. The object of the 
Bill i.H simply this. Government are advised that it is a question of supply 
01 liqv^or. What is the meaning of supply of liipioff According to the 
leg^ opinion, the««upply (jf liqmir bv clubs or similar other in.stitutioris to 
their memWrs is not “sale” withia the ineaning of section o{ the Excise 
Act. Section 20 provides th*t no 1ntoxi(*ant can l>e sold without a licence. 
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Sir, ther# artj Certain in^titutionj^ which are, therefore, not required to 
take out exci^ie sale licences under section 20, even whe^ the stock of 
liquor is kept solel^y lor supply to and the use of members. The hotels and 
restaurants supplying liquor to their customers must have licence and are 
subject to all condition^ of the licence. This discriminatory treatment as 
between clubs and restaurants has exerted pressure for the emergence of 
spurious clubs where consuineis flock together in laij^e number for having 
cheaper li<|Uor wilhout having to take out licence and to pay licence fee. 
*^Thfs is the main ohjecL 'i'rade has complained against this discrimination 
and lliis has constituted n gap in our system ol revenue protection. 

Another object ol the Hill i-, to promote the cause of prohibition. 
fc^Government made rules re<juinng that all premises liceuse«l for supplying 
jy 4 j[iior and situated in (’alcutta and other industrial areas shall with effect 
from IMlth Novemher, 11M7, he kept closed on evei\ Saturday, (duhs not 
requiring licence do not conic under this rule. As sale of liquor was the 
largest on ipaturday, the evil effects ol the discriminatory treatment between 
restanrauj^s and clubs have been very mucli intensified since the introduc- 
tion ol dry Saturdays. Also the, increase in consumptiou of liquor in clubs 
has naturally (feci cased the consumption in licensed shops, boteljj and 
lebtaurants, amt eoiisefjuentiy Governnp‘nt have be(‘ii losing a substantial 
revenue. Above all the 'I'ly object of introducing dry ISaturdays is being 
frustrated. It is under these einuimstanees iliat Government have 
introdmaHl this Hill to amend sub-elau.se (/.V) ol section 2 of the Bengal 
Excise Act so as to bring the supj)ly ol liquor by club or similar other 
iubtitutious to Ibeii memlaus within the definition of sale. The object of 
the Hill is iiol to interfere \Mth (he legitimate activities ol the genuine 
clubs, such aa iodge.M, as the honourable meinlau* has said. As regards 
lod^fCM Government will Iry («) see whethei then* are an\ illegitimate 
activities or not. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: 1 ran assuie tlie Hon’ble Minister 
tliat tliere ari' no illi‘gil imate activities in masonic lodgc'^. 

The Hon’bfe Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: 1 am speaking of mes.s, 
clubs or similar otluu' instiiution.s. 


Janab MDi KHUDA BUKHSH: Hhai.^e exclude Masonic Lodges. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: If there be any 
illegitimate activities there, Government will try to meet them. The main 
object of the Hill is three-fold — to remove discrimination of trade, to close 
a gap in our system of revenue protection, and to make better enforcement 
of dry Saturdavs. These are the objects of the Hill. 1 may point out 
that a .similar definition of .sale has been prevailing in Bombay and Assam 
for some years. 

With these wordvS. T commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
Hou.se. 

I'he motion of the Hon 'hie Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the Ben|^al 
Exci.se (West Bengal Ainemlmenti Bill, 1048, he taken into copsideration 
was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 


The question that clause l^do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


New clause lA, 


Mr. R. E. PLATKL: Sir, 1 should like to move a short-notice amend- 
ment that after clause 1, a new clause be added reading as follows: — 

“lA. It shall come into force on the Ist April, lOdO^**. 

The reason for this amendment is, as I explained when I spoke earlier, 
that I fear that Government will not give bona djihn, sufficient time to 
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Sorry; I cannot accept 
clause 1, a new cTlns«* 


take out their licences. I ^ve woeived no assurance ^rom Hon^ble 
Minister on this point nor (fid he answer me on the other assil^ance thw I 
ask^ for that boua fide and lonff-established clubs would get lic^ehces more 
or lees as % matter of course. The object of *l.his ameiulment is to ensure 
that there will he sufhoient time for boijfkt fide and long-established clubs 
to take out iicenc^ before the provisiorii of this Bill come into force. 

TIte Hon’bte Srt MOHIMI MOHAN BARMAN: 

that. 

The amendment of Mr. K. K. l‘latel that after 
be added reading as follows: — 

*‘IA. It shall come into foriv on the Lst Aj>ril, 194 J>”, 
was then put and lo.st. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. ' 

The (jue.stioa that the preainhle do stand pari of the Bill was then imt 
and agreed to. a 

Th0 Hon’Me 8ri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir. I beg to 
that the Bengal KxcLse (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, HMS, as settled 
in the Assemhlv, he jiu.s.sed. 

danab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDOIOI- M, w t , 

an(lu.,a.MUohi».Kn/t)et rwl^ like me \nit »lso • 

Gundlu un,l talking ^,f prot a!, |, Muhatmii 

ot m:mmic 1.„Ikc,s t„ 1„. iHt m t , f ' . ,.1 ••<7. for <inil on hehnlf 

liom ij KmUeumn who calU him.., -If a^Mui iir S,'.' ' “I '’'’'fF-V omes 
no right to qu(*slion tlie iic-ht ot .7 ** •'» Muslim I have 

<lMnk ,.s ,K.rmit.e.l. I th I „ ,r.M to wh„m alc.holic 

to teil that nmn,!,,.. -'fnr» hlulnul i. 

nature ih, not inclu]pi> in alcohol a Hcr^littl,. I.;, ‘''’’‘'tUlioiiH ol .that 

for llu-ir meinher. then 1 shall stami coriwto.l \ ll’.'v / '7 

belong to these if asoni, laalg.-s „,Jl f hi.v,/ h, Jll.r'T , ™''‘ 
memher. avo to h.. hrongh, ,^on„. .^.oV.^mn.t' wrik'fin,*^^,:^ 

th.; law a„,l,‘”u:!.r,!o'rc '1' th'ink 

things about the lo,]g,-.s as iii'iich uk V" f"*''*"''* "t faying these 

i"tow‘l;i'‘:LJt;ig:? S 

•■remove m, an.lmalv” <.th,.rwL’ ^ bringing in thi.s Hill i, to 

alwhol ,W it likes ami members ol the varl, .s'''! u" 't" much 

ttldulge in drink to any extent tio'y like Mr Speaker 

that club is useleiis^ Mr Sn«fiL unnk then membership of 

Cabinet and a Minister of that astounding that a Congress 

that Cabinet is playing with this great problem. 
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I fAtl will allow^ine ta drink on Monday and not let me drink on SaturdalF 
if the neiffhf of absurdity. Either they should go the whole hog or they 
ahould not tinker with tliis oroblein. /ihose who are allowed to drink, let 
them drink, but you must Irave heard. Sir, as |ny" fellow members in the 
House, that u great proWein is going to come before ^ the country in the 
shape of total stoppage of cou-sluughter. Thiit, Sir, does not injure eitl^r; 
the human brain or tlie human system does alcohol. Even countries in 
the colder regions of this small planet of ours think in terms of temperance 
^now^. We wi)o liave been talking of temperance, wlio have been talking 
"of prohibition, who have he»‘n talking of raising the standard of our pooi 
workers and peasants to a higher level. Sir, will not benefit' in the least 
out of tliis. The other idea. Sir, is that the Minister does not wish to lose 
the income that the Excise Department might get out of this measure. 

wants to remove only a discrimination. If 1 pay one rupee why should 
the oth(*r fellow nol pa\ one rufiee.^ Sir, I hope he will consult the*Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister and then alter consulting him and seeking advice from 
Jiim he will find ways and means to make ut) the loss. My appeal to 
Hon hie Ministers sitting in the House and those wlio are not here today 
will lie, for gooilriess’ sake, to put theii heads together and, if not for the 
sak<‘ of the intrinsic value of temperance, chieHy out of respect for the 
m<*mory of our ^n*at leader Mohandas Karamcliand Gandhi, they will 
bring into the Honse^ if not in this session then in the next one, a scheme 
of total prohibition In We.st Bengal. At that time the (lovernment n'ill 
find among us, in spite of som<‘ being jnemhers (4 the Masonic Lodges toda\ . 
I'omplcte and (uitin* sujiport foi any siich srduum* of prohibition that the 
Hon'hh* Minister will lia\e the courage to bring before us. (Applause.) 

Mr. R. E, PLATE L; Mr Spea ker, Sii. at tfie e.\])ens(‘ of being 
considered a nuisance I must rise again. I have not wt n‘CtMv«-tl tlm 
courtesy a reply to the tuo reipiests ! made on ludialt of clults— I am 
speaking (d ehih> with a hotni fulr imuidership, eluh> in v\)ii(li tl>e asset'* 
vest in the imMiihers. and not of nniHhroom (dubs which are run for the 
profit of oni' or two individuals. 1 ask(*d for t^^o ;issuran<-es. Sir, il) that 
tlierc will he sullicient time hetweioi the passing ol tlii'* Bill and it^ provi- 
sions eoming into elVeet t<» enable tin* (dubs to gvt tlndr lieenet's. in ordei' 
that there would hi' no break in the^o <duhs jiroviding tlu' usual anienitie-' 
for tlo'ir memhcis on days (dlier than Saturdays; (2) that tlu'se /e/no fidi 
and wel]-est;tl)lisli('d (dubs should, a matter of course, lie Lnaiift'd licences 
uftcr tlo'ir conforming to flio usual formalities. 1 have learnt. Sir, to 
appT‘<‘(’iate <dnhs to nppreeiale the intimae\ of well-run clubs whcie 
members can go on an evt'uing and meet friends of their own choosing and 
.spend a pleasant f<‘w bonis over a drink or so. [ was taught that drink 
as such is not a vice but that drink in exce.ss like cveiythiiig in excess is a 
vice and for thes<* reasons. Sir, I ask the Hon’ble Minister, if he cannot 
give me tie' a.ssurances, at least to have the courtesy to tell me so. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: I shall he told again, as I begin to speak, 
that 1 always suspect tht' motives of tlie ('ongress (fovernmeiit in whatever 
they do. I of lourse plead guilty to that charge and in this coiiiieetion, 
i.e.. the Bengal Excise Bill which is before us, I sliould like to out, 

as has been stateil by Mr. Siddieji. that the Dongress might talk of high 
motives of prohibition hut then that is not tlie main purpose for which this 
Bill has l)een souglit lo he pass(‘d here. 

The main purpose for wbicirtliis Bill has been sought to W mover! here 
i» not prohibition, for if it \wis'a case of prohibition which they were aiming 
at, then I do not see whv there eaimot he total prohibition in the Province 
of West Bengal within the shortest period of time. Sir, that seems to have 
been told to the country year after year in the election manifesto of the 
ingress and from the Tongresa platform everywhere. But here in the 
lost paragraph of the Statement of Objects and Reasons it has been made 
quite clear why this particular Bill has been brought. Whatever has been 
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prohibition, at tbe ^me time it has been i^id that hotbls an<]^ 
' teol^urants complain that the rules are discriminatory and afect their 
business adveAely. So th4t is oflo reiwsous win this Bill has been 

brought before the ^Idtise* But, that might hav| been told so" many 

wdrds. I do not see why Government shonld watte ^ time and breath in 
^j^ing us that it is fqr thu great Oau^e of prohibition, for improving tl»e 

Soral of our people that such a Bill is Wing brougiit bef<»re the House, 

It would have been better if they had u^ed a plainer language instead of 
again trying to mislead the people in this manner. I am sure if this 
particular Act in the Statute Book is read by the people, tlu*v will under* 
s^and what it aetually means and w’hy it has been introduced. It does not 
serve the cause of pr()iiibiti<m. As such, I hope the (’ongri*ss (tovernment, 
true to their words, will at least see to it that witliin a short time |here 
shall be total prohibition in the Brovinre of West Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Mr Speaker. Sir, 1 
may assure the honourable members opposite that as regards prohibition 
we are trying to intrt»duce gradual proliihition and so far as this Bill is 
coiiceriKMl, it means nothing hut a st(‘p iowaids jirohihition. 

The motion <»f the ll(»n’b]e Sri Mohiiii Mohan Barman that the Bcuigal 
E,xci.s(‘ (AVest Bengal Aiiicmlmciit ) Bill, HITS, as settled in tiii‘ Asscunbly, 
he ])assed, was then put and a division taken, witii th> tollowing result: — 


Bandyopadhayai 8fl Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjae, Sri Suill Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon'blt Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Homan ta Kumar. 

Batu, Sri Jyoti. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

Chattertoo, Sri Haripada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Prosad. 
Chaudhurr, Tha Hon'ble Sri Rai 
Harondra Nath. 

Das, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oast, Sri Kanailal. 

Do, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Oalui, Sri Harandra Nath. 
Outt-Maiumdar, Tho Hon'blo Sri 
Niharondu. 

Canguti, Sri Bopin Bohari. 

Gayon, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghosh, Sri Bimai Comar. 


Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, 8ri Kubor Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Cham Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, MihartJadHb 
raj Bahadur uf Burdwan. 

Majhi, Sri Nishapatl. 

Majumdar, Tho Hon'ble Sri Bhupatl 
Maihck, Sri Ashutosh. 

Mandai, Sri Bankuboharl. 

Mandat, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Murarka, Sri BasantlaJ. 

Naskar, Sri Ardhondu Sokhar. 

Natkar, Tho Hon'blo Sri Horn Chandra. 
Panja, Tho Hon'blo Sri Jadabondra Nath. 
Poddar, Sri Anandilai. 

Pmmanik, Sri RaJanI Kanta. 

Roy, Sri Jajnoswar. 

Roy, The Hon'blo Sri Kiran Sankar. 

San, Tho Hon'blo Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Sinha, Tho Hon'blo Sri Bimai Chandra. 


Ptatot, Mr. R. E. 

The Ayes being 38 and the Noes 1, the motion was carried. 


The Bengal Tanks Improvement (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, IMS. 

. The Hon'ble Sri JADABENDRA MATH PANJA: Sir, I 1,.,, to 
Tanks Improvement (West Uenjfal Amendment) Bill, 

(The Secretary then read the abort title of the Bill.) 

Tlw Hofl*ble Sri JA0A8ENDRA NATH PAN4A: Sir, I beg to more 
that the Bengal Tanks Improvement (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, 
be taken into comtideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause L 

. The qiiestion tha(^ clause 1 do stufttl pai*t of the %ill wa» then put and 
agreed^ to. C. \ 

Giause 5. ^ 

The question thaf clause 2 do stand part of the Sill Vas then put and " 
? agreed to. “ ^ " 

Clause 2. 


^ The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then fut and 
^#agreed to. ’ 

u. Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed* to. 

Clause 5. 

The que.stion that clause 0 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6‘. 


The que.stion that clause G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 7. 


The (juestion that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to, 

* , Clause cV. 

Tlu^ (juestion that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

The (juestion that clause G do .stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill w’as then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause IL 


The (luestion that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 15 do aland part of the Bill was then put and 
4M;reed to. 



1M8.] 


O0%"^NMENT "2« , 

16, 

The que:itioii that clause jjtttnd part of the IJill was theU put and 

agreed to. * “ ^ 

Clum^ '17J 

•»,. JIN 1 

The question that clause I'J^do^atand part of the fiiH tvas then put and 
agreed to. 

Clausi' IS, 

Th# , question that clause 18 do stand part u{ the Hill was then pui an^ 
agreed ' ^ ^ 

Ck^usc UK 

The question that clause l‘d do stand part of the Hill was tlnui put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 20. ^ 

Tlie cpiestion tliat clause ‘JO do stand part of tiie Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 21, 

The question that clause 21 do .stand jiart of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 22. 

The <ju(‘Htioii tliat clau.si* 22 ilo .stand part of the Hill was thou put and 
agreed to. ,, ?f 

Clause 22. ^ 

llie question that clause Jd do stand jiiirt of (he Hill was then put and 
agreetl to. 

Clause 24. 

The question that clause *24 do stand jiarl of tin- Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(Uanse 2a, 

The question that clause Jo do stand part of tlie Hill w'as then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The (juestion that clause Jt> dt> stand part of the Hill w'a.s then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

^ he question that clause J< do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2S. 

The que.stion that clause 28 do .stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

C lause 20. 

The question that clause 29 do sUnd part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3fJ, 

The question that clause 30 do stasd part of the Bill was then put and 

Agreed to. s' y 
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Clautt 31. 

Tht 4 «vB«v/M vuut clauhe 31 do stand part* oi me uiii was men put ana 
agreed ^ ^ ' 

, * ^'lause 32. 

Tlie question that'^claUKe 32 do stand pai*t of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Ctaa&e 33. 

The question that clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
4tg3;eed to. 

V Clause 34. 

33u* question that elaii'ie 34 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question thfat elau.'^e 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('lau.se 36. 


The question that clause 3,(i do stand part of tin* Bill 'was then put and 
agreed to. 

I*rea nihle. 

'rile qiu'stion that the |iie,nnhle <lo stand part of the Bill was then put 
ntld tigreiMl to. 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANilA; Sir, 1 heg to nio\e 
that the Bengal 'I'anks Ini provenienl (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1{>4S, 
as settled in th<‘ Assiunldv, he {lassed. 

Thi‘ motion was then put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 heg to 
intioduee tlie West Bengal Hindu vSniial Di.sahilit ies Benio\al Bill, 1!;)4S. 

('I lie Seendary then read the .shoit title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT.MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to 
ino\e that the West Bengal Hindu Soiial Disabilities Hemoval Bill, 1948, 
he tak(*n into lamsidei ation. 

It will he reiuiunhered, Sir, that by a unanimous deei.sion of all sections 
of this House soon utter this House met tor the first time under the new 
set-up, a resolution was passed congratulating the t'oustituent Assembly for 
their dei'ision to nluilish untoueliabiiity from India, and this House also 
recorded its decision asking (tovernment to bring early measures with a view 
to give efteet to tliat la^^olution. Sir, it is in response to that direction of 
this House embodied in iis resolution that (ioveniment now proposes to 
bring forward this Bill for <‘onsideration of this House, and I hope. Sir, 
that the priueijdes embodied in the Bill will receive universal approval. It 
is well known that in this unhappy land various drawbacks that we have 
steered frotu for ages have been made a idea to weaken us and to attack us. 
Sir, it is well k^wu that in subjugated India, the Indian States and the 
Indian people did not have that measiire of freedom to express its will in 
order to effect measures of reforms which were badly needeil. On the con- 
traiT, such issues which might have been very well left alone for people to 
eradicate through propaganda in favour of social reforms were ma^ nee 
of by those who were interested in ^rpetuating our weakness, our shame 
and all that was evil as a legacy from tne past amongst us. In fact, those 
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poiattU were even fiapitalised £or i>olitical purposes and the outcome was 
SSl^uotorioiis cmiinkunal award which t^ied to perpetuhte a jwrpetual com- 
tmm\ division in order to diameml^er the bod > politic ot ludia j J 
Hindu society in particular. We noticed m particular that although it 
had: been the custom of past Gowrnnient vm^r foreign rejtnne to pro- 
lunitralitr in matfl‘rs religious but ;n dcliberi^te drive by them won 
made guided iwlitical punwses behind that drive m order to perpetuate 
<li*<sension, division and to create new divisions where old ones were fouml 
1o shew signs of desuetude. I ucod not go into that woeful history of our 
past shame and disgrace, hut I do say that it wa.s realised by the leaders 
ot Indian society irrespective of caste, creed or community that equality oi' 
human rights shall be the basis on whicli all citizens must stand. But 
unfortunately in matters of State, in matters economic and political within 
llu* body politic oi India, instead of acknowledging the huinan rights on 
the basis of common eitizensliip, nn effort was made to give statutory 
recognition or rather to (Teate statutory (’ustes whicdi never in the past either 
Hindu social practices or the Shastras" or customs liad recognised us having 
anything to do with matters eeonoinie and [xilitieal. 

(At this stage the Iloufie was adjourned for fifteen minutes*) 


{After aA jour nine ni.) 

The Kon’bla 8ri NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, to resume 1 
would sav that it is today to our relief uniieees.sary to go more into the 
dismal history of the past in resp(*ct of what I was going to relate before this 
House. Sir, I am also glad tliaf there has been not a single notice bf 
amendment to the i>rovi«iioiH of this Bill from my honourable friends 
(Opposite, ultliough this Bill has been one of the Bills liefore tliis Ilouse^-ol 
which the longe.^t notice has been given ami which has been published a 
long time ago. 1 take this absence of any proposal for amendment from 
my friends as an judication of their silent approval to tli© princi])le and 
provisions of this flill. And, Sir, 1 do hope that this measure, as a very 
moderate measure in the dire(tion of a mmh d»‘sired reform, will receive 
llieir goodwill and support in ai» abundant measure. 

Sir, I must not also (unit to mention one Inetor that this Bill touches 
upon a subject which is of vital import to the viuy ({m*stiou of existent'c of 
the Hindu society. The Father of the Nation, Mahatma (iundhi, as is W'ell 
known, had warm'd his eountrymen, had ajipeubul for syiiifuithy from all, 
and he warned his eountrymen in wonl^ such us the.s(* : “If Hinduism or 
Hindu society is to sui\i\c, iintomdiubility must go”. 1 tljink those who 
honour lJl^ iJiemon will, as a mark of tribute to that appeal from the 
Fatlier of the Nation who is no moie amongst ns, .should honour the spirit 
o\ Ins teaehings and prea«'liings by showing witli a srdemn heart that we 
sluill go forward and extend our support to this Bill, lict us l»opc that in 
time to come as is stated in the very preamble of the Bill we shall try to 
obliterate differences between man and man in the Hindu srsuety us also 
amongst citizens of the Indian Fnion, irre.spective of caste, creed or 
religion . 

I think, Sir, although this Bill purports to deal wnth a subject confined 
to certain practices in Hindu society, yet all ewjtions of th<‘ people irres- 
pective of their religious beliefs should feel equally interested with liuman 
sympathy to see that an evil is uprooted so that a man may feel that he can 
stand up as equal to his brothers in all matters either in social, civic* or 
religious as in political rights and economic spheres and there slfall be here- 
after no differenecs among them. I am aware. Sir, that ipore enactment of 
a piece of legislation will not altogether eradicate from fte minds of the 
people who are habituated, who arc orientated in a different manner the 
evil that we wish to uproot. There will have to be an immense amount of 
beneficial propaganda, educative and instructive, guided by sympathy, fore- 
sight and vision, in order to bring about a change of orientation* WS know^ 
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Sir, ^nwjrvatism diew Jiard and particular^ in such matters. Sir, behind 
this spirit of conservation in sucb matters lurks^ the- de^^t passions *of 
men, sometimes the darkest passions of men. ^Ve faiow, Sir, movements 
have taken pla^je in the recent history of the world where prejudicea, over 
rjnce or t^uste may he made to work havoc to the ipisfortunes of peopl<» who 
succumb to such passions. Therefore, Sir, it is a sphere, r^her a dangerous 
sp^re, to deal with where utmost ciirumspecliou and caution are needed as 
wm as utmost syrnijathy with the whole endeavour to refonn. 

AVitli these* wordh, Sir, I .shall commend my Bill to the consideration 
and acceptance of tins House and I liope, in considering a Bill of this nature, 
no question of puriy afhliations will arise. It is oil the basis of human con- 
siderations alone that w^e must decide such issues. Therefore I hope that 
this Bill mii\ he discuHsed and vi<^ed from that angle of vision. It is the 
purpose of tins (lovcrinricnt to helj) every community that may be in need 
of any help or reforms. It is the purpose of this Government to help all 
, communities so far as their social .and religious practices of life are con- 
cerned, to realise themselves with full freedom and to the fullest extent, and 
gruduallv let this land he a land iiihaljitated by hupj)y communities enjoy- 
ing freedom imt (»Ti1y in social, civic and political matters but also in matUus 
of relij^ious worshqi and belief free from any evil practices that might have 
been living in the pa^^t or might have been perpetuated by bands that were 
designed to ]M*rpctuutc them in a different er;i. It is in that view. Sir, I 
believe that a day will come when Hindu society will learn to regard each 
other as equal incinhers of that fraternity, as in common they must regard 
tliemselves us c(iual meiuher.s with the rest of their fellow’ citizens in 
matters civic ami ]»oHlical. It is my fervent hope, Sir, that a time will 
come MThen a Ifimln will he described as a Hindu and nothing hut a Hindu 
whejcn <lcscrlption on the basis of the community was at all needed. 
l>escrij)tioii about caste then wdll liave been a thing of the past. In fact, 
Sir, I do hope a d<‘mand will arise from members of that society to ban 
any description of a Hindu other than by the term “Hindu ^ He shall he 
regarded as such and respected as such. That, Sir. is a much needed 
thing for memlu'rs (»f the Hindu society. 

Sir, I shall conclude by saying that the purpose that impels us ahead is 
the purpo.se of the famous mfiofnif/f, the famou.s teaching that gives us 
peace from the worrie.s of life. At the risk of appearing pedantic, or even 
at the risk of reiterating and re<'iflng a c<unmonplace inantrnm I shall say 

wdiat should inspire us in moving and in accepting this Bill. Let that 

ntatifrani he, as the Bishis of yore had taught: — 

May God protect us! May God allow us to enjoy together! Let this be 

studied by the s[)irited ones! Let u» not he envious of each other! 

These words may today, unfortunately, seem foreign to some. But let 
us hope that we may realise the inner meaning and significance of this 
^nantraifi in our life and society. (Janab Md. Ktu da Bukhsii ; Will you 
please translate this wur^tram?) Sir, I hope my honourable friend, in order 
to save time, will take the trouble of having it translated from people more 
competent and who can give a more authoritative translation and try to 
realise the inner meaning contained therein. 

- JvMb tVED BADRUDOIUA: Sir, I w'holebeartedly associate myself 
with the observations of my honourable friend Sri Niharendu Dutt- 
JMaxiimdar. question like this, Sir, there ran be no controversy 

because personally I feel that there is a section of Indians who have b^n, 
since the beginning of time, deprived of not merely their political and 
social righte but also their cultural and religious rights, and that all in the 
name t>f ciplisation and culture itself. Sir, nothing could be more 
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dcroiratory, nothing could be more unfortunate, ^nothing could be more 
diwuracing. pihm^ could be !nore inuonsistent with our profeeaions and 
teachings, that in th^^ame of religion,, in the name civilization, in the 
nSTof truth, in the name of justice, in the name of humanity, we should 
treat bur own brothers as helots and untouchables. The helok of Greece,, 
the plebian of Bmne fought and attained a position, but the poor “untouch- 
ables groaning under the iron heels of oppression for centuries have h^eii 
denied even the elementary rights of citizenship, all the privileges, . all 
opportunities for self-expression in all spheres of life, had been deprivetl of 
their freedom for the eultural, political and swial advancement of society. 
So I extend my wliolehearied co-operation to this proposal. To ns, Muslim.s, 
Sir, nothing could be mof^ welcome. The greatest Prophet of Islam has 
established a democracy which has no parallel in the liistory of the entire 
human race. He combined together the black and the white, yellow and 
the brown, all classes and (conditions in one system with no distinction of 
caste, creed or colour. 1300 years ago that Prophet of Arabia preached that 
there should be no distinction between man and man. Democracy of Euroim 
has failed to achieve this object. In spite of (-onventions. Protocols and tlie 
League of Nations they have failed to raise the status of humanity to that 
level, to that stature which the Prophet of Islam 1301) years ago set up, 
practised and preached. The Prophet referring to slaves said, “'riiough 
slaves they are my brethren”. It is not for nothing that slaves were raisiMl 
to the position of Emperors long before modern civilization could conceive of 
any such status for them. Thai was done by the Prophtd not under any 
pressure of circumstances, not out of any ugil.ition as is kii^ked up by th^ 
Communists or Socialists now-a-days, but simply out of his own initiutiTC, 
out of an inspiration from above, lie wanted to purge the world clean of all 
oppre.ssions, all pn'judices, all snperstitiens that gatliered around it so^ tlwit 
the stream of lilanty, the stream of justice, the stream of fraternity, the 
atr( •am of ei|uality, the stream of democrucy. tlu* stream of broth(*rhm)d, 
amity, frien(Khii), the stream ol inlt‘r-(’ommunal harmony, inter-racial 
understanding, hannonious, social, political relations might flow on in 
their pristine purity nndisturhed by any narrow sectarianism or parochial 
patriotism. The great Buddha also gave that m(*ssage of hope, that 
inspiration to the world in those dark ages when prejudices and suspicions 
were fast threatening extinction (d’ our so(‘itHy, In th(‘ recent past also 
Mahatma Gandhi also coming in the waki* of these prophets gave us liis 
messagf* drawing special attention to the great dangers to mankind arising 
from ineijiiality of treatment between man and man and fought for uplift 
of the nntoiK'hahles for their real place under the sun. 

Sir, we Muslims feel that in the name of those great teacdiers of 
humanity, in the name of the great messengers of truth and dennwiracy, it 
is time that all those disabilities should Ik* removed not only in the moral 
sphere, in the civic sphere, in the political sphere, in tlie social sphere, in 
the intellectual sphere but in all spheres of life, in all domains of 
thought. Opportunities must be thrown open to them as human lieings. As 
human beings they must have ecjual share and must participate in the well- 
being of the entire nation, they must be treated as an integral part of the 
entire nation and must be allowed according to their lights and convictions 
to contribute to the political, social and cultural advancement of the com- 
mon motherland. 

With these few words, Sir, I associate myself wJioleheartedly with the 
ohservationa of the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar and support tie 
Hill. 

4«fiab MUDAS8IR HOSSAINS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I afi^sorry I cannot, 
agree with the principles of the Bill for it is primarily the social disabilities 
from which the untouchables have been suffering. It is not a work within 
the sphere of this liCgislature. It is the worir of great reformers. It refjuires 
reformers like Lord Chiutam Buddha, Sri Chaitanya, Gui|i Nahakji, 
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Kaja Eammohan Roy ai<3 Keshab Chandra Sen. Such reformers we want . 
at the present moment. It is not the worls^of a legislature 4 o 4 ioinpel people 
to take them into their fold. You must first of all Oreate public opinion in 
favour of it. start with, you must ban the obnoxious caste system, you 
must ban the word “Hindu’’ from vour society. So long as the word 
‘‘Hindu” is there, it will be regarded as a Varnasram Dharma in whiclt tbe 
society is divided into separate castes. The society has been divided into 
foiir main castes, the Hrahmins, the Khatriyas, the Vaishyas and the 
Hudras, So unless and until you ban tlie entire caste system and cease to 
call yourself a Hindu, it is, I think, no use making a legislation like this, 
liord Gautam llu<ldha was struck by the inhuman treatment which the 
Hanatani Hindus accorded to most of the peopljp* and he preached what? 
lie preached “Ahiinsa Puramu Dlianiia” and he preached that there w’us no 
caste of human beings and there was no class among human beings. He 
succeeded to such an extent that the empires of his fidlowers extended from 
one eml of India to the other and even beyond the frontiers of India to 
Tibet, China and other eastern countries and there were very few persons 
who did not ac.cejd the principles inculcated by Lord Buddha and ultimately 
the whole couptry became Buddhists. But ultimately it was your 
Sankaracharyu who destroyed the great work of Lord Buddha and revived 
Ilindlisni after driving the Buddhists out of the land. How can you 
expect to achieve success in the legislature where great men like Gautam 
Buddha, Chaitanya, Asoka and other empire-builders like him failed in 
their noble venture? Therefore I beg to oppose social reforms by a legis- 
lative measure. 

Then there is another thing to which 1 should like to draw the attention 
of Government in this connection. There are the Muslims who are also 
oona^defed as untouchables by the Hindus, it you have a genuine and 
ho7iu fidv desire to achie\e oneness and unity among all peoples in India, 
you must not lease India to her fate. It should be tbe aim and ambition 
of India's great teaciiers to weld into one nation and one people the dilierent 
castes and sects of India imbued with a high sense of nationalism and 
juitnotism, and of mutual co-operatioii so that there will be no majority or 
minority commiuuty, and the fear ot majority rule will vanish in the thin 
air. Tlieri'toie 1 think li the ('ongres^ leailers are real, }n>ua fide, and 
genuine (’ongress leaders, they will try their utmost to weld the entire 
jiopulation into one liomogeneous whole. If you want to undertake legis- 
lative measures, theu bring legislative measures not by piecemeal but ft»r 
the removal of social disabilities of the entire peoi)le so that there may not 
be any dift'erence, either political or soidal, amongst them. That is my 
submission. Sir. 1 have noticed that you have been laughing at me all 
along. I may not be a good speaker; still I can claim a patient hearing 
ill tills Huu^e. Here you are only giving the untouchables the right of 
entry into temi)les. W ill that do away with the social disabilities of the 
untouchables, 1 ask? 8o my submission to you, Mr. Sptniker, and through 
you to the memlx'rs of tbe House is that you should take into serious con- 
sideration everything that has been said by our great leaders, and if you 
are at all serious over this burning question, you should try to legislate in a 
comprehen.sivp manner so that there may not be any ^iifference between one 
eommunitjr and another, between the different classes of people, the Hindus, 
the Muslims, the Sonthals and other alioriginals. But in this case you 
are making a discrimination and making some suggestion for the jioor un- 
totichablos only to enable tjiem to enter into temples. I may not he very 
eloquent, Sir, but I have ex^iressed my thought in my own poor manner and 
I suggest that you will bring in au extensive legislation for the removal 
of ail social disabilities. 

Jinall KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, I must confess I was not able to 
follow the line of argument of my honourable friend who just spoke. In 
tracing th^ origin of tbe c.a8te system he has forgotten that tne caste system 
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Driginateii witl^ tbe division of J^indns Into separate clSisses or separate 
castes according to their callings and professions. The Brahmins took to 
the prpfession of teachii^ and looking after the spiritual mutters concerning 
the people; the Kshatriyas were the warriors, the fighting army of the 
nation; the Vaishyas used to cultivate land; and the Sudras used to look 
after the other three classes by way of service not included in the other three 
classes of service. But, Sir, this is the Hinduism that we see now and the 
Hinduism which has necessitated the bringing in of this Bill degenerated 
and it got overcrowded with accretions and weeds that were not conducive 
to the welfare of Hinduism as a whole. 

The Hon^bie Minister wh^n speaking said that there are" forces that tend 
to disnipt Hinduism into separate compartments and for the sake of unity 
of Hinduism these barriers will have to be demolished, there barriers will 
have to be done away with. Sir, this Bill is aimed at doing away witli these 
accretions and social evils that tended to darken— should I say— Hinduism 
and therefore. Sir, it is an attempt to restore Hinduism to its pristine 
beauty and glory and therefore. Sir, it is a laudable attempt and all such 
laudable attempts should receive the support of everybody. 

I do not knou\ Sir, and I do not think that this Bill by its mere palsage 
will do away with all the evils that certain sections are labouring under. 
We shall have to mobilise public opinion to that end, we shall have to tenrli 
that alter all im- the sake of humanity we must not have anv ditference 
hf'tween man am) luan and any social order that H«M‘ks to preserve these 
differences is to be discouraged. Tnasmuoh, Sir, as this seeks to establish 
(([uity between man and man, brotlierhood between man and man, I feel 
Sir, that tbe tenets of Islam have been accepted hv the (lovefiiinent and 
inasmuch ns that has been done, Sir, I as a Muslim liave certainlv or<>asion 
♦o feel haiipy over it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I find 
ili^pose of this Bill today. 
''-dO p.m. 


there are many speakers still left and we (annot 
I therefore adjourn the House till to-morrow at 


Adjournment . 


i h<* House w.js u<’e(»rdini»'3A' :id {oiirned 
Tuesday, the iMst Septemher. l!) 48 ,'af the 


at ti-:{4 p.m. till j».m. 

Asstunhly H<iu*.e, ( alf ut ta. 


on 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Asseinbly^ assemblec 
under the provisions of tlie Government of India Act, 1935, ai 
adapted. 


Thk Assemhiy met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, th 
2l8t September, 1!}48, ut 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’blc Sri Iswar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 12 Hon’bl 
Ministers and G1 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral antwor was given) 

Elections in Nadia and West DinaJpur-ei/m-Malda General Constituencies 

•19. 8ri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’bl 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the reason 
lor not holding elections to the West Hcnpal Ije^islative Assembly in th 
Nadia and Malda-r?iwf-West Dinajpur districts though six months hav 
passed since declaration of delimitation of these new constituencies? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl 
Or. Bidhan Chandra Roy): Sri Haripuda ( Imtterjee, one of the member 
representing the Nadia (Uural) General (bn.stituency in the J^e^islativ 
Assembly of undivided Denial, has already been (leinned to Ijave heei 
elected to the West Bengal Lejfislative Assenil)l\ from the sai<l constituenc; 
under the provisions of Article 4 of the India (Provincial Legislatures 
Order, 1!)47, as amended. The election in the West Dinujpur-ram-^faldi 
(Uural) (i(‘neral Constituency has alri'ady heioi htdd. 

I want to raise one (piestion. I know that Sri Branmtha Nath Hancrjc' 
told me that he hud ^\ithdrawn his (juestioii, Dow is it that the rpicsuoi 
again conics up in this form? I do not know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A\e have not received any information. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But he told me that 
Anyhow the answers are that in the West Dma jpur-rwm-Malda Constituenc; 
the elect itm lias already been held and Sri Kiran Sankar Roy has beei 
elected from there and from Nadia Mr. Haripada Chatterjee is here as on 
of the members. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Bani Mandir Girls’ School. 

3. Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in eharg. 
of the Kilucation Deinirtment be please<i to state — 

{a) whether any recurxiug monthly grant is made to the — 

(0 Edvicational, " 

(iV) Industrial, and 
(til) Refugee 

Sections of the Bani Mandir Girls’ Scho<d and Industrial School 
(b) if so, what is the amount thereof ; 
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(<s). lact ibat there are over ei^ht Hundred etudeuts in this 

institnH^n ; and 

{d) whether there is an^ jvroposal -ckrpijrtment to make 

capital or recurring grants to this instiiuTTon? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
Hon'ble Sri Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri): and {h) Yes, Rs. IM) 

per month from loth August, 1947. 

(a) (ii) Rupees 100 per month from 10th August, 1948 (hy the Director of 
Industries). 

{Hi) Education Department is not aware of any refugee section in the 
school. The application ()f the school authorities for tinancial assistance 
in conne(‘tion with the edu<*ation and training ot refug^ee students already 
admitted is under consideration. 

{(') The total number of scholars on the rolls this month is 682. 
id) The (luestion of the increuM* in the 7<‘curring grant from fl)e Education 
Departmerit is at present under consideration. It will depend on extra funds 
being available. The application for capital grants will be considered in 
due ('oiirse. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal BilIp 1948. 

8rl NI8HAPATI MAJHI : ’tf-Rfraru 

fRi. gf;ij C'rfl’i 5*1- 

'Tf^S 3^.TT ^par ^ v^Rc-sP^ l P<^Tin 

Ps:^ ^tsrP^wi cnr».i «rp^tc^ 

’7t:=7i c^-.i ;n RP5‘7 ^rr-iPs 5rt(?n at R^c^ ^ ^P^«t%«r'i i 

Rc^t? a «fiPt •mT-n C«f*rc 3 f^ iirrics 4 ^ =tPii :3 *itR cn. cv 

Tr7*rf'i 'fjr^JTTcw P^ 4^ P^4 ir^i 5ci>!pr ?tc^i *ijrnsrtw 4SFRr^ siv, 'HwTnvf 
=Tw^-.TtP5 lairPntftr^i 4 ^irt c'f’ti •naff pti) RPt -ifcy 

^firs Pfh cn c^rsTn ?tt ^Rr^ C4*i i 

<*53? 4^ tP^cs ?Tlr?n m > 4 sr.( 

^7 4=T' *1^ »nr5F -:tp£?n -sP-rrs 

rtrs ‘f/tas 5iri ’artw ’tPrs cn >rr^iT2r ^ 04 : 

■51 rtc5^ I 4rfr=n P-t^r^ Swi Rx5:i 5/7 tfmi 4T^t?r 

cn 4? ^:5TR 8*1 Wtf5 p^stc^ ^r4Tr5’tr5 i > 7 isrNi 

csnrn iyrf5^ 4^ 4^ =ri zfn 5p-T?rfPs,"T mtc^ 

tj^ ^ 4^ TO 5Tyr?r ^57 1 4^«*l ^iJtTj w?rf*fr5, Rwtptctt 4=^. ^r^TTPri 

^cTO^^Tn^ffi ’ft37n c^, 4¥c:[‘fh cm ^ mm 

TO^!:5T, 3 to^it 5*ifnr cm mi m (^ 5 : 1^1 

4 ^ fro M5fr5f^ vtt mm toti vR^rnp cn 4 ^ m ^ mpTcT?! 

m 4^t Rro? to OTR-Jfr^ir 9^ c'fs^n 1 to cn^*TT cmn VJtnR*. 

^•TpR R^ PnflTotc^ TOtesR, ^r^tsT 4!r ^^irrctr mn wtn 1 w.m ^rPritr^sf 
TO ^•^751 pF5 <77 to TO ?rfti 5r^VTO. S^TO^n TO -57^ 

’tPto Rs? stt^ i TO TOtr? TO1 9RT3 -^7^ ^Rts n^n t yr l t ff ’ s r ^ f%f9 uR m mn ¥Rc5 
T?TOCTORit4^ 4^^^<7R7nTO 5*1? TO 4^ <tf«fTO TOH#5I CftH TO CTPiR 
^ TOT TOtCTm 45 wTf^ Pr#74 ▼fin:^ mn TO nrnrs -57^ ▼Rr® 

I ^ STTO? TOTO »P%9»| fjttjS wfw5 TOl ^ TO TO cTO TOffTSt TO 
!lf5tt5 f5r® TO mi 
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<lNl ^030? C?, ?tTO¥71 ’ItC’T 8^0 %r ; ’ffTSf 

0\\f ’TfC^T ^*10 «R »8lr ^'i^O <R I 3“^ OT 

C*f, C3 t ff 1 ^ fiiVCyg ’T'f’ff TFPTf^t ^sTTtTT ’17^(11 'S CT»nPFT^ Wt 

ncm 3 c^r^ ^•^•rrsi ^ >nrtr«sr ^«tT «nw 

wfcs n1^ c*T 8 ^ 5rf c«TtrT7 Tcrr ?^atc^ i ^ ^ «rfw^ 

«r"^ i ^ ^ 'brt vMf^i 

< 4 ^: f^ ' 4 ^ ^t^ft 5 t?rrnB i tpK'rt TTf-^ fV ^ ? ^jmi^ to 

m\ i^t^f TO»T r^'% % **m' Tt?i I’t^r wr i 4^ 

«|7j“ c^^Ttff Q c*f^i I *rf5t^ ^ "st^Tcy'fl ^ tffc^ 

ftfer TfJT 3rUc3 ^rjT ^5Tm ’fto i «rj Rhctts 

n^Tj ’vfim It, i ^TlT-^«f« ^mr 

fsp^T I ?:jiBiC‘r-!r ^?T^ i ^ ^ 

8r^T<rf% ii^fli'-i ’*?"^ir5i, c^i^r^'f, 4Tf^ 8f%?TTf?^ f^ I 4^ «Tm 

'^r 5 ^ 5 rf^Tt^?rTc^JT 4 ^: cn^ »jcv ct ’n^sri irm 

^RrT3 Rfi R:Tr, wt^ ’nrrnr’P^fctT 

¥Rc^*n c-sfTirc^r^^ cji RR -trnipSB ?5Jn f^Rs 4=?^ 4t ^’Tfhr 

c!f‘’f^|?i ^yi 5r^c3 ’:fjp‘-t ^05^ c^ ^sm cm'itrjrr^ ttjt R^itr^i «nw 'q 
^rcw *rR 4 c?ct^ ^yt?r 4 »t 4^: »if> 4 ^rir^T ^ 3r?n '^tz^ 

fr-jfTf <^ 79 \ f^fc-.T?f 3p:»fT^ 4^ ^-‘fiTii.’tM 5r^i 

reriR 4^ ^8Pt ^:clK*7 ?rft?:TPf7 tnjtcTT 

mi cn^ n^r? n:c'tf^‘7 tf 4? ^^Tf3 ^?5 TcT'T, 3Sf «r^nr? i 

^?r3 nRs ':'7fiHi c4, njR’rRmc^^i Rtri^ 

Rc'f'isfC'^ r<CT 8 'ii ^1 TO 4 ^ ^-^-ri c’rt’ftiT 

'sr-K-Ti^f wr«7t^:’5p^: C4, 4w*t':rt9 Myf'swif^, S’f^nrs, Ctf'ft 
4 fr‘fc*f ^fcn^ nr.^i =7 :n 5 ^c’t ntcTr TOR^tc^ 4 ^tc 3 Ttc=n to 

ntJitr3T<f ’A:mm cn R^ S’ttrRi's ^r7?iT:'?*7 3m 4?f;pR R*r to 3 3t^ 

?R^ *if=i-t 4^: ^5 n^cif'<'7 ':j?f':^«T ^Pn ^rs 4^ R^ ^^cTrR3 xtc^ i ^rR tou^^t 
nfrs, McRfl nR6 ■'tPssi ^K^Tf-T srrfR n^TOc^ <fTOPf tpr-7 ^R^^ 4^ R^ic*f 
5 fR!: 3 R I 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. SiHuker, this M\*>t Bengal Himlu Social 
J)isal>ilitii‘s Ueinovul Bill, which is being debuteJ is wilh a limited purpose, 
/.('., to legally and formally warn those amongst the Hindus who still wish 
to praeti.se the monstrosities and barbarities which they have been practising 
ior tlo' la>l so many sears, decades and centuries on tlie untouchables. But 
iiowt'ver limited the jiurpose, J feel that such a Bill was necessary and will 
be ot u>e to us in order to open the hard and long struggle against the 
<'aste Hiiulu lUehardisiu and accumulated prejudices for centuries. To get 
rid of all these prejudices, the filth that has gathered iu Hindu society, I 
am afraiil tiiut everybody would be agreed that a long-drawn-out battle 
M'ould be neeessary, because the Hindus, caste Hindus, the upper sections 
of the Hindu society will resist any such move — Bill or no Bill, Act or nf> 
Act — on the part of any CTOverniuent. Therefore, I am .sure everybody 
will further agree that both persuasion and compulsion would be nt*cessary 
to compel the caste Hindus t^ give up their prejudices. It is obvious that, 
unless speiual efforts are made by (lovernment to make up for ci?nturie> 
of sin, to create the material, the social and the economic conditions under 
which the unfortunate human beings who have been subjected to such 
indignities that they can catch np with the other privileged sections of 
society, unless those material conditions are created it would be impossible 
for the untouchables merely if we talk about removing their social 
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diaftWlities, for them to sit in the same places with the other sections of 
the society. This can ^ done only by special and conscious efforts on the 
part of any Government to educate and, economically help them. I mean 
that consciously one has to go to plan out for the scheduled ciutes to see that 
in the factories, in the cities ami in the villages, their economic uplift Is 
assured, so that really, socially and economically they can catch up witli 
the other sections of society who have gone ahead for the lust so many 
thousands of years. This is the positive aspect of the fight against 
untouchables. ' We shall of course wait ami see w'hat the Government does 
following on this Bill which is going to become law' within u tew minutes. 
This Bill, we know and we are all agreed, contains progiessive sentiments 
but if together witli this a plan is not adopted by tlie Government si) that we 
are told that within a number of \eurs such and such scliemes are going to ho 
undertaken and accomplished whereby the scheduled castes, and the other 
untouchables are made to grow in a w'ay, develop in a way that they can 
t^ronomically and in other respects march ahead step by step with the other 
sections of the society, it would be impossible to do anything for them and 
this Bill, this Act. would merely remain on the statute hook. 

Therefore, in conchision, 1 w'ould say that 1 do not agree with the 
honourable member who yesterday said that com])iilsi()n was useless. 

( ompulsMin in such a thing is neccssaiy hut together with that there also 
must he persuasion. Ihihlii' o])ini()n must hi* mobilised in support of the 
economic and social and political hctlernient ot the other classes who have 
i>een subjected to these indignities by the Hindu society, because as 1 have 
said, these gentlemen, or these gentlethen who cal! themselves educated, 
will) socially consider fliemselves superioi to the other sections, whom tliey 
call untoui'hahles really they aie, we can siA', uncivilised people, peoplt* 
w'ho even today are tound railing j»eople iintouchahles and heeause of that 
not sitting with them in the same place oi not .illowing them to (‘liter the 
teinj)les and so on and so forth. In such a case in soeu’ly compulsion is 
surel> necessary and of course in a limited way this Hill would fulfil that 
purpose, but as 1 have said tiiat without economically doing something for 
these people and consciously doing something, it wouhl not he |M>ssihlc hy 
mcicly trying to remove social disabilities to biing them up to the level 
of the other sections ot nociefy who have had the privileges tor the last so 
manv centuries in the Hindu society. 


8rl BASANTALAL MURARKA : 

fwi fsr^f t* i ^ t frrtrr 

wTfi 'Jfnft -^nn t.’is 

4^ ypm i ’srrto? ffvi vw ▼»} 4=»f^ wpim » 

a ¥¥i,ff5r?T ^ tjw-nj nm cji «rtv 

sn 4^: *rf»T5 

%TT3fCi PhFmri ▼ffcs ’tra ^n, wms vtcs m ^ 4^: n^vsn 

s tm ff 

wmM f^i OT ifHlTf cTt'ffa m sn i c*jk 

^ 3nffV¥tlt 4t OTTOTvi fMfn ^prtc*r9 wrf 

4^ ^ ny cv ^ 

wifWf^f5fClcy y t H cyy ’Tft^ viftviy t ^ vta^ c»y wi yte *!n:y yi i tn 
^ Ihf fkm ¥1^ ffytt ftu <n:¥i itm mewi oti 
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C!ftt ’rair^nr 

▼TffsT ^fsT^T^ cn^ cn^nM ^^Nfi ^ vr^, 

ififfi ^F%i -stmTs ^ ^1 1 

*' crr3 <1?:^ c^nft ^ 

JTf^Tl 'sft 

wffs^iPrf^^ cn 7% c^i ^r^r, ?rf^ ^ i ^rr^wnit 51%? ^5^ *nr? 

ifl?; I 4^W'Tr Pwl? c? ^mr ^fWi^R 

fir*»[^ ??tCUr C? ?T3T c*ft? 3 ^ ^f%U5 ???T? 5^1 

Mr. D, GOMES: Mr. Spoa ker, I am j^lad for tliis opixutunity to express 
jiiy hearty ami most emphatic .su]»port to the provisions of this Bill which 
the llon’hle the .Imlicial Mini'vter has invited us to consider. 1 am not 
prepareil to hazard an opinion as to whether the (lovernment has biou^^ht 
this Bill as a measure (d expediency or as a measuie of social and political 
justice. But I am lK)und to preach and })ropa^ate that the idea of untoueh- 
uhilit \ is politically and philosophically contemptible and mf)rally indefensible. 
As a lollower of liOid desiis ('hrist 1 am bound to express that human beinj; 
is (a)mp(jsed of tin* btaly and the soul, and the soul is made in the image 
of (iod. The soul j)artu;i])ates in the divinity of God and tln^ lH)dy is not 
meta})horicully but ieall> a temple of God whitdi no man can brand as 
untouchable without biung guilty of committing the grossest injustice to 
human digtiity and without committing an act of ])las})hemy, Jt would 
have been better not to force social lad'orms bv legislation, but considering 
the practical utility I think legislation is necessary. We must consider 
facts and face facts that the Hindu sohady is ver\ (‘onservative and 
criminally at tinu's hdhargic. The burning of the Suti ami infanticide had 
continued for geneiations and it needed legislation by foreigners for the 
purpose of i)reventing these evils, 

8ri ANANDILAL PODDAR: Do you know what No// is? Hav e you 
.studied that ijuestion? 

Mr. D. GOMES: Yes, I have. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. 

Mr. D. GOMES: But if castigation is m»l enough for removal of social 
evils of the Hindu society, it is clear that legislation is absolutely necessarv 
to supph'imuit the social eilorts made by Mahatma (irundhi and othei 
jirominent hdider^. I must sav , however, tliat mere legislation will not 
be suHicient t(> uplift the combtion ot the deprcs.sed ami untouchables. 
Legislation must be supplemente<l by executive action so that the depre.ssed 
pe»*ple will liavt* no reason bu' dissatisiactiun. It pains me to see that 
leatlers of deprt'ssed <da.>ses sometimes foel very much disappointed at the 
behaviour tliev receiv<« from the C'a'ste Hindus. 1 <lo not know wlndher 
tht'v are always justifietl, but theif‘ are sometimes very good rea,sons why 
they feel di.ssatisfied. While congratulating the HonTde Minister for 
initiating this legislation I must n‘qwest him alwavs to "remember that 
mere legislation will not he enough: legislation must be supplemented by 
exiH'utivt' action and the Government sliould not forget the cause of the 
untotK’hable and the depressed people. 

^ The motion of the HoiYble Sri Niharendii Dutt-Mazumdar that the 
West Bengal Hindu Social ^Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948, l»e taken into 
consideration, was. then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1 . 

Sri D. N* MIIKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of 
clause 1, in Hue 2, for the word word **AcV* be su^titut^. 



Tlie HOfi’ble Sri NIHARENDU QUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I accept 
the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that claUvSe 1, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 2, 

Sri 0. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in paragraph (a) of 
clause 2, in line 1 after the word “Jain*’ the words “Santal, Adibasi’^ be 
inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 accept the 
amendment. 

Tin‘ motion wa^ then put and agreed tcj. 

Mr. SPEAKER: "With regard t(> the amen<lments of Sri Nisluvpati 
Majhi, I want to point out that they have been .sent to the office in Bengali 
whereas the Bill is in Knglish. Therefore, the ofliee had to translate the 
Bengali wordings which are to be inserted in the Bill into Knglish. That 
i.s an irregular procedure. Therefore, unless and until the original Bills 
are in the Bengali laiiguagiv .tktt^ji^einliuetits which are proposed to he 
inM‘rted in the Bill cannot be in the "ftprigali language. If the \\t)rdiug of 
the Bill is in English, tin* anuuHlnM4iU*,.4UU;jt he in Knglish. 

The (juestion that claine '.2, us arnemled, oo>»tund part of the Bill was 
then ])Ut and agreed t<*. 

Clause 3. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to mo^V tliat the word “or” be 
add(*d to clause <5(//) (run at the end. 

I also beg to move that the following sub-clause be addeil after clause 
h ) , namel\ : — 

“(ri be denied any service whatsoever whether in connei'tion wdth 
civic, social or leligious practices or riles, by a Hindu w'ho 
habitually nunlers su< h service in the coursi* of bis pndVssiou.’’ 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I accept these 
amendment.s. 

The mofions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clanso as amended, do .stainl part of the Bill was 
then put and agreerl to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do .stand part of tiie Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause o in line .3, 
after the word “usage” the words ami brackets “(other than a cu.stom or 
usage having the force of lawy)” be inserted. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: I accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause •>, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 0 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

BH Dt Ni MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 8, in line 2, for the word “of” the word “to” be substituted. 

I also move that in clause 8(7) (fl), lines 8 and 9, for the words “or 
abets the prevention thereof”, the following expression be substituted, 
namely : — 

“or denies to any Hindu any service referred to in clause (c) of that 
section or abets such prevention or such denial.” 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 8, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

8r1 Dt N. MUKHERJI* Sir, I beg to move that for clause 9 the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

••Offt’nof'fl unejor “9. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of 
"a ^ Pr(»cedur(‘, 1898. a pnli(‘e officer may investigate an 

^it'oonirer with^. punishable under ihi^ Act without the order of a 
out the ordor of n Magistrate. 

Mugihtrato. 

The motion was tlien put and agreed to. 

The (|uestion that clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

(la use 10, 

The (lucstion that caluse 19 do stand part of tlie Bill, uas then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble, 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir. I beg to move that, in the preamble, in 
line 2 after the words “to that end” the word “to” be inserted. 

The Hon'ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion was then put ami agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to 
move that the AVest Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948, 
as .settled in the Assembly, be passed, 

I hardly think that it is necessary to say much in moving this motion. 
I Avish to express my .sincere feeling of gratitude to honourable members 
from all sides of the House who have extended their unstinted support to 
this measure. I do hope. Sir, it is realise<l that to implement this Bill and 
to make it effective we will need co-operation of the press and the public 
80 as to make the purpose of4he Bill real in its ideal, in life and in actual 
fact. I am awaiv, Sir, that thert* are minds which fail to adimst themselves 
to the new provisions which are being laid down here. I must also inci- 
dentally mention for the information of the members of this House that 
I received various repre.sen tat ions from various quarters which I have 
unfortunately not been able to make available tor the information of 
members, for 1 was under the impression that perhaps time would not 
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permit us to take this Bill in this Sedsion, but, however, fortunately we 
been able to reach up to this item in the present Session. 1, neverthe- 
IdSSt bad hoped that later on, at least for information of all interested, I 
shall make various opinions received also available to members for th<}in 
reference and use hereafter. 

Lastly, Sir, I shall only say that I agree with the suggestions offered 
by honourable members opposite that although under this Bill social 
disabilities are sought to be removed, they will not confer real, material 
benefits to those who were deprived of those rights unless economically, 
educationally, and culturally they can be raised to a particular level. 
That, I think, is a problem not for any particular caste or community but 
that is a problem of the eradication of poverty from this land. However 
much we may eradicate social disabilities, the disabilities of poverty us 
gainst the privileges of wealth continue to exist and here is, Sir, a 
Herculean task which ttoveniment will have to perform. 1 have no doubt 
that under the guidance of the National Government fitting and appropriate 
measures will be adopted under which the crime of poverty will he made a 
thing of the past. We know that progress and poverty have gom* in other 
countries in the modem world increasing in inverse ratio to one another. I 
liope, Sir, taking onr lessons from tlie experience of all f>ther countries, in 
India we sl^all he able to eradicate the problems of poverty, hut that is 
something in which we shall have to >trivc hanl, hut in striving hard let 
no sectioji of the peojile feel humiliated under any disabilities in their social 
lives. Jt is to that end, it is with a view to put a sense (d self-r(‘sp(*et. put 
heart into them, put a feeling that they run walk about with their iH'ads 
erect enjoying equal rights in all splieres that this Hill has he<*n brought in 
us an interim ami preliminary measuie. I hop(‘, Sir, that in making all 
tli(‘se pur|M»ses real w(* shall receive not d(‘struetive (uiticism from anyone 
but the sympathetic' and constructive .support from all s<*(*tions of the 
Ho Us e, so that in unison we may make real progress and build u really 
strong and better Bengal as we are out to build a new nation. 

With tliese words 1 commend my motion to tin* aec<'ptanre of the House. 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANOYOPADHYAYA : 

HrIP I W 15 cn 

95 ’fH ra C'JtRt di8al>ilitie8 ni ’ll WW 

irtRi f^FTrm*!rf wm qt-i w W( 

TPm ’FR 1 m^ifTraF^ cn 

cnnwwotrn tiffins fV?T ui vaPi 1 m] nr 

tnn j ifi 'rfn 'Sf’viR ^pri nz^ n sii, 4 ltj 

5f^i ^f5r ’ffw fV^ nz^ ni difficulties TTi c^- 

«rrf^ v3Tf^ cn vr ^1 1 sc-heduled vohu^ ntznt 

caste stv, ve caste viev f 


$n NISHAPATI MAJHI : 

w n] '5f4 cKv nm i 


ij!r Wi wva 


Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANOYOPADHYAYA ; 8che<iuicHl caste 
scheduled castec^nr anr^rr w *f 1r5 i vy wwz^ fer cn »rrj nr vi c5t^ nre^ 

^ fnff? W5n scheduled casU* 44 #rft nfk ’tn^m nvtiizi 

'sr’iTPi ent w vy ?n5 nrrs 1 mvrfw^ 4 Y to 

c<r^ cn scheduled caste vr?i iftnr wprfi c<r<ff wtrri 4Y ▼tc^r ¥Ci^i ^ ( 
¥ 1 ^ ¥srcw l«Tff vm nr wiew cWl nfm <yrtw ^tznp 1 BebednJed 

0Mte4f TO cv ¥fw ¥1^51 mnf, 1 to ¥rtT¥ll sn sfv <tn torm 

Mhedttled caste vctr, Ihn *fnr tot 4¥wir5 ¥1TO si ■tor i 
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Wff% ^ flOrs TO ^ ^ ?tr5T scheduled caste wTf%?irc*t 

^ scheduled caste C7*ft TO 7tr7 1 to scheduled 

trjybe TOT 47^ «rf5 TO7 7^:77 XV TOI TTT^r CTOl^ ^7TC^ ^7^ TO 7tC7 

47rf^ 7TOf7 f7TOi 7tr7 1 Scheduled castec^ tI? ^rfro 7T7l 7t7 TOl T^TeT 4^ scheduled 
eastern «RT TOW! 4C7 ’TMTI TO TTTOR 47^ TTOF CTO^ 4*7tQ TOtTl TO 

TO7 I 'TOm C7^ ^ TOT 'mR ’t.TTT^ C7 ^7 TOT^ C7^ TO TO^ TO, scheduled 
caste TO f^c? Ttm “Backward in Education” 4^TO7 TtTl C7t7 I 4^«n:7 7Hl TOT 
scheduled caste ^7 C7 771*^ tT^I ^11^X7 1 TO7 scluKiuled tt^ ti CTtTO ^ 

fro 5tt 47*, 'BtfTTi 4T^ TO 7^7 scheduled casteC’? ’*Tf7T7i TtTO 71 ; TO C7 

TTW? C7^ ZZ'S^ I 

8rl BANKU BEHARI MANOAL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4^ f77^ TOt7 TO ^ 1 ^ 1 ^77 

^717 77T7t7 WmT^I ^777 «rtJm:7iT TOt^T 75:r7t'3 C7 T^Tl 7CTO57, f77 4C7 

«TT^7 C7 77^ 777117 77t7t7 4C7 ^1 ^(7 TOT 71 I TO ^171 7TM-T C7 ^t:77 StTl 

77t<fT7 Vr,^ 71 ’7ff7 TpT ^7 4f7T7^Y7 7l^C7 C771r7 'Sit 77^ ^^t771 C7 q17 

7t7 ^r7i 7777 71 7:77 ^V:7 mm 77f4*n TO7i im -^tfw^ 'ttR 

7^17 7C7 '77:717 T7R :7 7tC^ 4^ 7’^TOl 77 ^171 C77 TO C5gl TO7 I 'JT^TOl Vf 777 
7:7:T?I 4T«r7 snheduledc^ 4T8r7 ?ftfli7C^Tir77 71 ; 47f^1 ISit^TO, R^tTO CT|1 t:77, ^57 477R 

^"^liTOc^ c.im 71, T^*:7 ^rr-T ^7ri: 771 4^ cn tttti 4^ 7mi €t7i 1 €f7i tR 

4l>i 71 CTO77 '3t’!r:7 57:7? 7-tr5f^ 'Brt?7 ^7717 *^7717 'mnj; 1 ’jtiR tot scheduled <^1^; 

C7t’fl,7lRr3 'i^lTO TO 7^7:7 ^\m 7R 'mR TO ^Jir7 ^R TO C7t^l,7tfn'^5 TOt7TO 

^7:7 4^5 '711*717 7:7:1? I 7fi:T7^ TO7 TOPT 77TO 7:7:15 I ^R 7lRf3 TOT7 5?T ^7^:7 71 07^7 ? 
TTIR 7777T7 ^':7, <[^17 7’C7, 4M17 5^7 ^rl»J7 I 4^8^71 ^1^7 77717 7:7:^^ I CTTCto ^ 'STTTtTT 
5T7T TOTO 4^ :777 'ST^R^l 7t7 4 7718 77 TO7 W77 '41^:77 77717 I 4^ C7 77T '^tItoT^I- 
TOTM7 ^1 7JT 77:'5 7:7 I TO Rf^ Rfj 7:77 f77 71 ^’C^T '7T?:77 77 TO 77 71, 

^tt7 71 7*C73 TO17 77 71 I 49^77 7l7-ri7 7^1 77117 4^ C7 TO^ 4:7:^7 4t?l Ttr^ 7TOT7 
TTCTtRtSl fHl 71 77 :517 7r7T 77^:i agl ^fl57 ; 77RTO7 48^77 717777 TOCTl^ TTRj 

TOr:77 C7711$l Cl1t7 I '71771 C^7 '7-^17 7:7 TO7 ? '^TlR TTlR “scheduled” 7i:7 ^ BTtf^ I 
TO7I C^7 *fr5 Wifi 7:7 vf(^^7 ? ^l:w$ '7l7fC*f7 ^55 ICTT 77t7 Br77 '7ll7t71 RR7T7n 7f7P7 I 

TSt’TTI 15 TO:77 C71I7 777^f7t 77 71 I 4^ TOf7 7TO7 I 

The jiiolioii of the Hon’ hie Sri Nihunuidu Dutt-Muzuindar ihalt the 
West Beuf»'u] vSocial l)iNtil>ili(ies Removal Bill, 1948, us settled in the 
Assembly, he jiassed was tlien j>ut and a{|^reed to. 

The West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble 8ri MALI N I RANJAN BARKER: Sir, 1 beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Hill, 1948, 

(The SeeietuiN then read the short title of the Bill,) 

The Hon’ble Bri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move that the 
West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948. he taken into coiisideration. 

Janab BY ED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid the W'est 
Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948, eontemplatiug, as it does, to ban, 
to eliminate the raw* jute futures market, fails to take note of the realities 
of the situation and defeats the very purpo.se for whitdi it is meant. I do 
not know the reason which huii prompted the Hon’ble Minister to introduce 
this Bill at this stage, especially after the partition of Bengal, when three- 
fourths of the jute is in the Paki.stun Dominion. In the Statement of Objects 
and Reason,s the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister has observed that after the 
partition there is no necessity fur continuing this raw jute futures market 
in the Indian Union for the purpose of “hedging”. He goes on further and 
states that “there has been a good deal of speculative dealings in the 
raw jute futurea markets and this is considered to be one of the reasons 
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leading to the sharp upwartl trend of raw jutei prices”. Government, 
therefore, consider it desirable that this should be banned because they think 
that raw jute future market is definitely harmful for the trade and the 
industry as a whole. Sir, I am afraid tlie projmsition of the Government 
of Bengal, sjH>cially the Finance Minister’s contention is not borne out by 
facts because, in spite of the partition of Bengal, the facts that I will quote 
just now will conclusively prove that the situation is quitt* the other way 
about. Even after the Calcutta futures market has been ch>sed there has 
been an upward trend from £105 per ton recorded on 20th August, 104S, to 
100, thus recording an increase of £‘4, and that in spite of the Ordinance 
that has been promulgated. Secondly, Sir, the figure for futures which is 
2HS and for ready 200 has also, as has been rejiorled by the “Statesman” iui 
the 17th of August, gone up to 207, thus reconling an increase from 7 to 
l?t. This comdusively proves. Sir, that, in spite of tliis Ordinance, in spite 
of the intention of the (ioveiiiment to scale d<»wn. to force down tlu‘ }uict‘8, 
the prices have shown an upward tendencx and tnmd. The contention of 
the (lovernment is not therefore borne out hx facts. I will quote emtain 
figun's to show that tht* futures markets have exereis«-d a stead.x and 
sfahih>ing influence ami k(*pt doxvn prici‘s ratlnu- than foridng tlu*m uj). 


1.5th July, 1047 
Ifith April, 1047 
15th April, 104H 
loth May, 104H 
irxh dune, 1048 
J5th .Inly, 1048 
loth Angu.st, 1048 


Ready 14.5 
H<‘ady 180 
Ready 178 
Ri'iuly 104 
Itcady 18,*{ 
Ready lOd 
R<‘ady 10,5 


Futures Rki 
Futures Ifio 
Futures lOfi 
Futures 188 
Futures 177 
Futur(‘s ISfi 
Futurc*s 188 


llieretore the contention ot the ll.m’hle the Fiuane<‘ Minister that this 
Rill xxliah intended to hixxoT down the prices, to force »lo\x n the prices, is 
not proved h,x t.n ts. In spite ot the Ordinance, the prices, Sir. have shown 
a temleiiex to go up. Then again the Finunee Minister savs there is no 
neeessify f(»r hedging. Rnt, Sir, if theie is no futures market ‘in between the 
eonsumers and the grv^xxms. the rich man, the middle man. tlu' haler, the 
shipper and the mills will exploit the entire situation to their advantage. 
I hate secret infnnnation I do not know whethei it is eon ca t , hut dame 
rumotir has it— that a particular class ot husmessineii had some jirevious 
informatKjn, sonn* soit of ae(juainfanee with certain quarters ami had some 
knovx ledge before the promulgation of the ttnlinaiiee with the result that 
just at a particular moment, before the closing ral(* xxas determined, they 
exploited the entire situation to their oxx n advantage wiili the result that 
It had a disastrous effect upon the entire situation. npr»n the less tortumite 
people in the trade. So Iiedging is neei^ssary between tlie growers and the 
consumers, the two classes of jieiqde win) an* inferest«»d in this trade. Sir, 
the growers are to be assured of a just ami tan price, (he growers are to 
be ensured against exploitation of the market by interested parties, the 
growers are to be assured of a square and fair deal in the Iransaetions, the 
glowers are to^ }»e assured in the interest of their not hidng exploited by 
interested parties, the groxvers are to be assured of all that. Rut if the 
future.H market intervene 


Mr. SPEAKER: As it is time for prayer now, I shall ndjriurn the House 
and you can sjanik after the prayer adjournment. 

(The 'House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes). 

* 

(After adjournment,) 

4inab SYEO BAORUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker, as I was submitting, I 
wanted to know from tbe^ Hon’ble Minister what wiR be exactly the 
position of the growers and the cotisumers under this Bill, and in whose 
interest the Bill has been eonceiveiL I want a straierbt am! eAfAo>Ari/*ftl 
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answer from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. If it is in the interest 
of the growers, it should be the look-out of the Government to see that the 
growers always get a square and fair deal, that the prices are not forced up 
by any measure that is brought before this House. But if it is in the 
interest of a particular industry or trade Government should come forward 
with a categorical reply as to whether the growers are sought to be 
crushed, are sought to be paralysed in the interest of a particular brand 
of industry that exists in this land. I am not an expert in this line myself, 
I stand subject to correction; 1 can however assure this House that if any 
of the remarks that I make go against the vital interests of the growers, 
1 shall be the first man to withdraw those remarks. Whatever the conten- 
tion of the Government, the fact remains that the futures markets have 
hitherto exonjised a stabilising and steady influence. But for the raw 
jute futures markets, people with the greatest influence in high quarters 
would pull the wires from behind and manipulate the situation to their 
advantage and the growers and the intermediary interests w’ould not get u 
scpiare dt^al. As a matter of fact the futures markets have always provided 
for the delivery of raw jute in (’alcutta several months before the jute grown 
in the districts is brought here. That is known as forward sale and by it 
also a I the same time the growers are assured (»f a fair deal. There must 
Im some such macliimuy, some such method, some sucli organisation which 
can ensure this scjuarc deal and reconcile the conflicting interests, liarmoni'«.e 
the (liverg(*nt interests of the growth’s and the consumers. I do not 
understand what this Bill aims at : 1 do not understand whether it aims at 
improving the lot of a class of businessmen or at giving a particular 
indust r> or a seetjon of ])U‘'incs''nu‘ii an advantage over others, or it aims 
at imi)roving the lot of the growers. Suppose the futures markets do not 
exist; take it for granted that under this Bill the futures markets cease 
to exist, what would ])e the position? Inevitably at the time of the delivery 
the buNcr wdll r-efuse to ]»ay or take delivei-y of the goods. The bu\er will 
rcdtise to ])ay arid take delivery (d the goods and the seller also will similarly 
refust* to give delivery of the goods ami will rtdust* to taki* the current 
market rate whi<h is mutli lielow the contract rate, d’hat is the position 
to which we would he reduced and that will create a \erv uncertain and 
unstt‘ad\ eoiid i turn so far as the market is concerned. If it has been 
(’onerdved in the interest of a particular industry or ti-ade or a class of 
husinessnimi, Goverjimmit should come iorward with a definite and eategon- 
cul statement to that effect so that tlie growers may he cm liefinite ground, 
on trrrn firtna and may understand the real position tliey occupy in the 
business economy. But they are somehow or other non-plumed because 
the> aie quite in the dark regarding the real |U)sition. Tiie real position 
is rather nebulous und not quite clear. It has not \et crystallized. Then 
again the shippers, the halers and the mill men too are to he ensured against 
flue! nations td ]>riee. Who is going to guarantee that there would he no 
fluctuations of price? Who is going to guarantee that the prices will he 
welbregulateil ? There is no organisation, there is no machinery for that, 
and, hut for these futures markets there might be other evil features in the 
trudt*. True there are gamblers who may create a temporary upheaval in 
the entire maclvinery; hut their bullishness is not always maintainahle, for 
the futures markets always tend to keep the prices towards a loweJ level. 
It is by the futures markets alone that the market is made bearish by heavy 
sales. Then again. Sir, the Finance Minister observes in the Statement of 
ObjectvS and Reasons that because of the speculative dealings in the market, 
they have been compelled to intnidiice tliis Bill. In other words, he means 
to say that the number of transactions is much in excess of the actual 
deliveries made. True, gamblers are bad peiiple in all spheres of life, 
but that is no reason why the goocl features in a particular organisation 
•hould not be taken notice of. Then again by my amendment I want to 
show that the closing rate is rather dangerous. It is not the same as the 
market rate* The rate prevailing at a particular moment should be taken 
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into consideration just before the promulgation of an order for prohibition 
or n'ithdrawal of an order of prohibition and the closing rate may benefit 
a class of businessmen with a previous knowledge of an order of prohibition 
or of withdrawal thereof but that is likely to affect very badly many 
interests that are involved in these transactions. I will not pry into the 
secrets of the administration. I am not fishing in troiibh'd watervS, but I 
will try to point out somehow, somewhere there is something “fishy, some- 
thing suspicious, something sinister about the whole thing. As I have 
already said, Sir, dame rumour had it that long before the notification 
about the Ordinance on the 24th August, which ( nme into force on the 2Gth 
August, some businessmen who had knowledge of it about a month ago, 
manipulated the situation to tlieir advantage. I do lud know how far 1 
am correct. As I have said, I do not possess sufiicient knowledge of the 
inner workings of the administration. 1 wish the rumours were discredited, 
1 wish they w^ere not true, 1 wish they were unfounded, hut somehow or 
other the suspicion remains, somehow or other the suspicion persists. Why 
do not the Government of Bengal come forward with an explanation of the 
real j)osition? In the past also, as the Ilon’hle Finance Minister knows, 
during the days of Sir John Herbert and onwards, during the days of ^ir 
John Anderson — during his own regime when Mr. Fazhil Hu(i was the 
Chief Minister of the province — we had many rumours like this. Not that 
we have always credited them, not that we have always believed them to 
be true, but in the interest of the efiicienc\ of the administration, in the 
interests of the prestige ami honour of the administration, in the interest 
of the future relationshi}) that subsists between the growers and tli»» 
consumers, in the interest of the proper adjustment of the lelationship that 
should sul)si,st botwiau) the two c<»unfries, in the interest of flu* smooth 
%\orking of the business world, in the interest of projier adjustment of supjdy 
and ilemaud, in lh(‘ int^-icst of tbe (ulure economics of the land, in the 
interest (d the future growth a particular industry and in the interest 
of the growers am! imlu>tries tliemselves, it is neeessarv that tlu' Hon’hlc 
Finance Minister, whose business aenmen, whose knoul(‘dge of these 
affairs \s v(*ry sound, ver\ correct and very thorough, sliould eonie forward 
uith a eategorieal reply as to whether by this Bill the Government of 
Bengal w.'int to benefit a paitienlar interest or tries to adjust the difl'erent 
interests that exist in the laml. 

^ic 1 do not like to detain the House any longer. 1 wamld only like to 
submit, Sir, that tlu* futures markets regulate tnide ami an organisation 
that regulates trade, an organisation that stabilises trade, an organisation 
that adjusts the relationship between the (amsumers and the growers should 
not lie done away with williout proper thought and without s(*rious eoiisi- 
deration. Nor do 1 feel inclined to sujiport the view that there was an> 
necessity for this hasty piece <d Grdinama*. AVhat was the neeessitvV 
Was the situation very grave, was the situation very serious, was the 
situation fraught with very great disaster that it called for this Onlinanee?' 
Was there a Communist menace that was threatening tlu* existenee of the 
State? Was there a dangerous revolution in the country for which the 
(Government of Bengal w‘ere called upon to introduce tin's Ordinance over- 
night? I want an answer on that point also. J want an answer on this 
ijuestion also as to whether there was any necessity for fixing the closing 
rate rather than the spot rate. Tbe spot rate, that is the market rate, 
that obtains in the market should have satisfied all classes of persons and* 
there wosild have been no room for suspieion, no room for misunderstanding 
and no room for doubt. Let me take a concrete example. Here is 
Narayanganj, there is London and in between there is Calcutta. The price 
at Narayanganj is Rs. 40 or 41, at I^mdon it is Rs. 42 and the Calcutta 
balers try to force the price down to Rs. 00. That will have a corresponding 
eff^t on the price at Narayanganj which will come down to Rs. 30. Mean- 
while the mills at Ixindon will try to force down the price, bringing it down 
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to Rs. So, the mills in Calcutta, tio per cent, of which are run by 

Europeans, make a profit of Rs. 5 between London and Calcutta. But if 
there is no intermediary market like that, there will be direct transaction 
between Narayaiij^aiij and I^ondon. Pakistan has already’ made a transac- 
tion, exporting about 4 lakhs 50 thousanil to twenty foreign countries in 
the world. Pakistan will establish exchanges, Pakistan will establish 
futures markets, Pakistan will give enough facilities for hedging. Pakistan 
will give all these facilities. It would be up to the (iovernment to see 
whether it would be to its interest to introduce this Bill. It will ultimately 
go against the interest of the Government itself. 1 am not one of those 
who believe that simply by introducing a Bill just at this stage, you can 
hoodwink the public. I^et the public be satisfied, let the House be 
satisfied, let the honourable members of the House be satisfied that the 
Bill is conceived iii the best interest of the j>€*o]de, in the best interest of 
the jute-growers and I will have nothing to say — m» complaint, no grievance 
against this (jl(»vernment. But W'e find that the contention of the Govern- 
ment is not borne out by facts. The contention of the Government is to 
force down the prices, but the prices are ratber going up. If it was in the 
interest of the jute-growers, it w'outd have forced up the prices and if it 
was in the interest of the consumers, it wr)uld have forced (h)wii the prices. 
But 1 am at a fix to determine in what particular trade’s interest, what 
particular class’s interest, the Bill has hecn conceived and brought before 
this House. So, 1 want a categorical reply from the Hon’ble Finance 
Minislcr as to wiietber it is not possible for the Government to fix a 
minimum i)rice at iliis stage as the (ioviMimient of India have alrea<ly done 
in fixing the minimum pib-e of cotton. Cotton also (*nm(‘s from West Punjab 
Why have not the G<iV(‘rnment done it for the last 10 or 11 years I have 
seen to my discomfiture, to my chagrin, that no Government — neither the 
Muslim Ta*ague Government nor the (’ongress (iovionment - have fixed the 
minimum price so far. In spite of definite demands that Have been made 
so far and formulated from time to time b\ all sides, the GoNernnumt have 
not fixi'd the minimum price. As a matter of fact. I was one of the spon- 
sors of a motion in this very House when the Muslim liOague w-as occupy- 
ing the TreuMiiy Bimrhes. We ^^anted to fix the minimum price* hut, the then 
Government would not, they would much rather fix the maximum price. 
So, I want to know categorically and «b‘finitcly whether th(‘y would not. 
like* th(' Government of India fix the minimum price of jute. Thev couhl 
not also lay down definite jirinoiples. definite provisions, for reconciling the 
interests of the consumers and jute-growers in such a way that it might 
be satisfactory to all the* interasts concerned. 

With these few words 1 want to oppose the motion. 

8ri BA8ANTLAL MURARKA, Mnnoniyo Speaker Mabodai ! Yah Bill 
jo isthupit kiya giya bni, iske samband men marin sirkar ka dhiyan kucb 
Imten ki oar akrisbt-kunm ebabta bun. Maien iska birodh naheen kurta, 
sirkar jo adhikar chahti bai wah to leley, paranti is adhikar ko periog kurney 
men bobiit baten bicb.ar kurney ki zanirat bai. Juli aur jute sey bani Huie 
ebiKon ke beopar ke Hey future market ki abashakta baraber anubhab ki 
gaie bai jab beopari millon ko supply kurney ka suoda kurta bai to taiyari 
mal kharld lota luii aur doosrey market men bech deta bai, taJkey tezi 
mandi ka asar uske ooper nabeen ho. Agar future market nabeen rabta bai 
to taiyari mal kn kam kurne wala bari risk men rabta bai, aur yab mal 
nabeen, kbarid sakta bai, Isliey .sansar ke subbi barey barey deson men 
hedging kurney ke liey furtim^ market rabta bai, Amrica men to iska 
sabsey bara market bai, jis ka bhuktan pertidin bua kerta bai. Hamarey 
manoniyo arthsaebib mabodai ne bhi future market ka samartban kiya tba. 
Angrenon ke raj men future market ke bund kerne ki chisbta ki gaie tbi, 
paruntu hbarat sirkar ne iski almsbakia samujb ker ismen bustak sbep 
nabeen kieya. Jis des men pbatka beta bai wah burbad bojata hai, 
phatka samaj men T. B. ki bimari bai. Pbatka ko saroor mitana hi boga 



1948 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


45 


mur future market men honewaley phaikey ko control kerna chahiey aur 
iskey liey maien sirkar ka purshanjpha kirta boon. Leken phatkey ke nam 

E er jute ka bazar bund ker dieya kintii jute ke baney huwey chizon ka 
azar khula rakha, iskey pahley na to market ke adhikarion iey baten ki 
aur na «arvsa<lharan beopareon ki ftambmati li. Sirkar ke ek bukum sey 
bazaron devaliya bojatey bain. Sirkar ko saniujb Iwojh ker ek niHlirhit 
niti ke adbur per kum kerna ebabiey. Sirkar ne abbi tak vab nirhehui 
nabeen bataya ke iski achaie kiya bai. Sirkar jedi ehabta bai ke future 
market bund kerdiya jaey aur doosrey phatkey elialtey ralien to yah sirkar 
ki niti ki dosh bai. Sirkar agar cbabti bai ke future market bund ker 
diya jai to sirkar ki yah niti sey des ke beopar ke liey ghatak bai. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: 

\i ±j y jjy 

« 


8ri BA8ANTLAL MURARKA: Jtombay Sirkar ne ruie ke future market 
ko bund nabeen kiya. Sirkar ne i)batka rokney ke liev iska eoulrol kerdiya. 
Ishey hamarey Bengal Sirkar ko ebabiey ko jiito ke tfuture market ko blind 
nabeen kerkey pbatka bazi ko eoutn)l kerde. Yah tbeek bai ko adhikangsh 
Jute BakiNtan sey at a bai aur jute ka bhao I’akistan ke ooper hi nirbh.ir 
kerta bui isliev iska asar burnarey ooj.er bbi perta bai. rakistun sey mill- 
'waiar ko bin barabar jute kfoiiidnu jauta bai aur iska asar J!(*s.se<‘n per 
hhi I»’ita hai. I’akistaii jii (lain clialicv i.-iicr liadli liokcr limnkiilcnu pcrla 
luu. Miey zaroorat hai k«. jute ke ka .•(.ntr.d kerdiya jai aur 

pliutkcy ka bin ciitrol ker diya jai aur des ke jute ka iipaeh liafliava jai 
Janab MO. KHUDA BUKH8H: 


• “ h' 4-' A ^ 

The Hon'We Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Mr. Si.eaker Sir I 
notiee w.uie eonfusioii in the arKiiiaenl made by .Jaiiab Itad’rudduja 
IJefore the rueeHU he stre.ssed tlial iii Kpito et the futku market beiii^ closed 
the price IS riKiu«; alter the re.■e^8 he asked me iu whose interest I Jiavo 
done It. It the price imi.siuh', H «iI1 Im> to the interest ot the Krowers. Jtut 
I bay c not done it only in tin* interest ot the growers. 1 siiy that our noliev 
IS let economic forces work and these K“nildinff elemeirls loweriiii am^ 
raising the prices should he eliminated”. I did not expect that o Zi ion 
should be made to closing the tatka market the premi.ses of which can best 
be described at least some of them— as gambing dens. The I’olice thrice 
or four tinie.s a year search those premi.ses. Our pidicy is to eliminate these 
pinbling dens from the market and then to esta dish a real fnt rnfmar^ 
by separate law for which Dr. Todd engaged by the l.r.n-h.us 
made a report, and we are examining tbai report. 

There are also other diffirultie.s. 7'be nniior nortion of tbs» mtn * f* *1 
belongs to Pakistan. We shall have to arrange IZ cau^ 

way, because if we jump only for the growers they may get lU 4(Ukr t]* 'o 
per maund. We cannot do so, beaiuse tbouj^ Indiree ly "the Uttan 
cultiTators will gam, our mills which are responsible for erfrdovment of^l 

for the futures market. Memlx^rs have raised suspicion in nor miri/i i 
^ausa of the closure of the fatka market .L Trlde groweT 
wdy will suffer. I do not think anybody w'ill suffer We am * i * *' 
from the ^rket some gambling, elements out of the picture Oamhbn^ 


uncertainty Me EarXnll'’ We l 

8^gwuon’"wii^'^re h* Lr BSduja’s 

ggesuon, Decause he has not understood the position about futures. 
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The motion of the Hon'ble Sri Nalini Eanjan Sbrkar that the West 
Bengal Haw Jute Futures Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration was then 
|>ttt and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

JftnabSYEO BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2)(a), 
line (j, for the words “last closing rate'’ the words “spot rate” be 
substituted. 

I also move that in clause 3(2), Explanation (o), lines 1 to 4, for the 
words beginning with “last closing rate” and ending with “date of publica- 
tion” the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“ ‘spot rate’ means tlie market rate of the finst working dav for the 
ready jute of the quality concerned and notified by the Board 
of a Notified Market immediately after the publication”. 

Sir, in the course of my remarks about the Bill I have already indicated 
my apprehension about this closing rate and therefore I want to substitute 
it by “spot rate”. 1 do not think there would be any reasonable obje<'- 
tion either from the Government or from any reasonable quarter to spot 
rule being substituted for closing rate. Closing rate, Sir, as businessmen 
will bear me out, is fix(‘d so quickly beiore the promulgation of an Oidinance 
4)r before the i»romulgation of an onler that then- i^ just a chance, there is 
just a suspicion, llicre is just an appridnuismn oi the market being maui- 
jiuluted by interested parties. Interested parties miglit somehow or other 
manoeuvre iu such a W'ay that they might take advantage of it at the cost ot 
others. As 1 hinted Indore there was .some sort of a rumour in the market 
that some husinessmeii had knowledge — knowledge Irum whic h source 1 do 
not kjiow; whatever might be the source they had knowledge and that 
knowledge helped a particular class of businessmen in manipulating the 
market to their advantage. The spot rate uhich 1 have proposed eliminates 
that danger, eliminates that possibility onee for all. Spot rate is the rate 
that obtains in the market. Therefore there is no room for suspicion, there 
is no room for any danger. With this end iu view, Sir, I wanted to 
substitute “s]>ot rate” for “last closing rate”. I do not think the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister or the (loveniment of Bengal for the matter of that 
would have any objection to accepting this simple iunoc:ent amendment 
%vhieh has no sini.ster implication. 

The Hon'ble Sri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am sorry I cannot 
m'ce])t the amendment. Mr. Badrudduja may be briefed to argue 
that it is an innocent amendment but in fact. Sir. it is not an innocent 
amendment ; it means higher rate for the spot in cash and delivery and here 
with regard to the futures mark^ rate it is the Director who settles the rate 
at the closing of the market. Futures markets must be governed by the 
futures market rate. I am not prepared to accept tbi.s amendment. 

The amendment of Janab Syed Badrudduia that in clause (3)(2){a) 
line 6, for the wonla “last closing rate” the words “spot rate” be substituted 
was then put and lost. 
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The amendment of Janab Syed Badrudduja that in clause 
Explanation (a), lines 1 to 4, for the words beginning with “last closing 
rate” and ending with “date of publication” the following words be 
substituted, namely; — 

*• ‘Spot rate’ means the market rate of the first working day for the 
ready jute of the quality concerned and notified by the Board of 
notified market immediately after the publication.” 


was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 


The question 
and agreed to. 


that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
Clause 5. 


The question 
agreed to. 


that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Clause 6. 


The question 
agreed to. 


that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Preamble. 


The question that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’hte 8n NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 beg to move that the 
West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly bo 
passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Bill, 1848. 


The Hon*ble Sri RAI HARCNORA NATH CHAUDHURI 

to introduce the West Bengal District School Board 
1948. 


Sir, I beg 
(Amendment) Bill, 


(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Tho Hon’Me Sri RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I 
further beg to move that the West Bengal District School Board (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, just after the partition the remaining part of the district of Nadia 
was named as Nabadwi^ by an executive order, dated the 17th August, 1947. 
Thereafter the West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Act was 
passed in respect of the four severed districts. That was towards the end of 
the year 1947. Then again in February, 1948, Nabadwip was renamed as 
Nadia and therefore consequential amendments have to he introduced in the 
West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Act. The Bill simpiv 
proposes that wherever “Nabadwip” is mentioned in the Act, “Nabadwip^’ 
shall be substituted by “Nadia”. 

The mbtion of the Honble Sri Rai Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri that the 
West Bengal District .School Board (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be taken into 
consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clanse'l do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 


The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 


The question that the Preanihle do stand i)art of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri RAI HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg 
to more that the West Bengal District Seliool Board (Aiiiendraent) Bill, 
1J148, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal Black Marketing Bill, 1947, as passed by the West 
Bengal Legislative Assembly— consideration of the recommendations 
oontained in Covemor*i message. 

The Hon'ble Bri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the recommendation of His Kxcdlenc\ the Governor contained in his 
message under section 76 read with section 75 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, be considered in detail. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when this Bill was being piloted 
in this House Dr. Giiosh was then the ('hief Mini.ster of West Bengal and 1 
remember at that time there were demonstrations day after day outside the 
Assembly ami at that time inside the Assembly we were told by Dr. Giiosli 
that tliat demonstratif)!! was being organised by blaekmarketers and 
protiteers, lu'cause they did not wish the jmssage ot this Bill in the Assembly, 
although to us and to tiie people of Bengal it was common knowledge that 
ordinary stuibuits wanted to demonstrate their auger and oj»posilion to the 
Security Bill or the Black Bill as it wuvS called and that was why they were 
organising demonstrations outside the House, However that may be, there- 
after for some mysterious reasons after the passage of this Bill into an Act 
in this ILuise it was spirited away to Delhi and it lay in cold storage for 
many months thereafter. In this matter it seemed that the Government 
was not in a hurry, for according to this C’ongress Government the black- 
marketer.s and jirofiteers did not endanger the safety and stability of the 
provinc'e. For, a(‘cording to them it is only the people, some trouble- 
makers, Communists and so on, who are endangering the safety and stability 
of the province. We rememlMT that when the Police Commissioner of this 
Government was questioned by representatives of the Press as to why when 
there was so^muoh open blackmarketing in cloth they were not being appre- 
hended any why people in high places were not being imprisoned, the 
Police Commissioner told them that there was unfortunately no law by 
which these blaekmarketers and profiteers could be apprehendtHl and there- 
fore he w’as helpless in the matter. And when somebody tried to ask bim 
as to why these people shoutd not be imprisoned under the West Bengal 
Security Act, the Police Commissioner said that the Security Act was not 
meant tor blaekmarketers and profiteers because it seemed it was not they 
who were, as I said, endangering the peace of the province, because accord- 
ing to him and the Government which he served it seemed that cloth and food 
tyerea are not the people who are spreading lawlessness and chaos in this 
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province but on the other hand it is the people who, because of luck of food 
and cloth, are organising demonstrations or sending deputations to the 
Writers’ Buildings, it is these people who are endangering the Stale ; and 
that is why these people must be crushed, they must be stopped, be it by 
promulgation of section 144 or by detaining them under the West Bengal 
Security Act without trial, because it seemed that the precious state of tlu^ 
blackmarketeis and i)rohteer<s must be preserved from hungry uml ill- 
clothed people. 

Of course now, Sir, at long last the Black Marketing Bill has come up 
before us from Delhi. The Government experts— the legal experts for 
whose opinion it was sent to Delhi have taken u pretty long time to consider 
the mutter contained herein in this i)articnlar Bill, because, us 1 said, even 
in Delhi the Central Government was in wo hurry to crush the hlack 
marketers and pn)fitecrs. But when it is a question of crushing tin* civil 
liberty of the people, the people look aghast ami see that there is a ditVerenct* 
in how the Government acts in such a case when they see a h])ectre liu unting 
them all round. That is ^hy when this Bill is being debated the incmhers 
on the Government henches and the Government also will perha]>s tell me 
that us usual 1 susjiect the lutnafides of the G(»vcrumeut. 1 do that ht‘cause 
this is the udnunistratioii which s]»irited away this Bill for so many months, 
ami the Central adiuinistratiou in Delhi took no jiains to see that this Bill 
was imimaliately brought int(» force so that under it the Idackmarketers 
and profiteers were brought to book. It is now the .same administration 
which is going to enact this West Bengal Black Marketing Bill ami to put 
it on the Statute Book. Naturally I sus]»ect the lionafidcs of the Govern- 
ment, T know what th<‘ ansv\er of the G(>\ernment is going to he. But 
the people will accept no am^wer from tluMu. When the pciiplc arc going 
without (loth and wiicn they have seen that during th<‘ last four or fivo 
months profits of om‘ hum1r{‘('l crores of rui»ees have been made by the black 
market(‘('‘ and jM’otiteci'. who arc in the (d<»th business, the people will 
accept no answer from such an administration ami >uch a < Government. 
That is why I doubt whether, even after it is put on tin* Statute Book this 
administration, the Police Commissioner and the wlnde administrative^ 
officials wlio are there and who still continue in office will see to it that hlack 
marketers ami ]U()fi(eer,s are punished, for after all tliesf> jjrofiteers- these 
big businessmen are friends of this Ministry, this Government. Naturally 
we shall see that not many of these rich multi-milionain's will la* hauled up 
on charges of black marketing and put into prison; on the contrary we* shall 
find that the very people who stand up against this HunVring whlcti they are 
made to undergo by these people, will be told that tliey are (*mlangering 
the safety and stability of the ]irovince and ther(*fore stringent laws should 
be put on the Statute Brwk, and West Bengal and India are to be ruled by 
lawless laws. 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : Jtrvtw. 'rtfriiff 

tpiPr ^pr<sT wiTO ii^ cjt ^ mrm Jtrfrj 

ofTtf% vtv f^nr tfttrvPfw cvc'fri bonaBdes wfVjTT wnrrp, 

^ black markateer fwrm 

wri ’4v^ 4 ^ wmt wmi 

<4?; wn 

evTf Vf WTTR a Govt, of India Act^iav ios <tTvtv fkwrrs 
ewT^ c^T^i Bilki 

<ffrf WT c»ft sc m wprfci reserve wvr® rv cfX9 

cw^nrfTsrw n i wm vtm cn cn fwr^ 

Sphited away vw BfrrfflB ?», fk«r 

w vw Bill ffjfYrs cmrrm *pff® inc^i vrwfipT ^ c<rff cw>r 
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<?r ^ c*ic^ ^tsf c^ 

^ IS) ▼TO fVf I ▼t^'t ^ CTO flTO TOI I 

C? ▼tfvSl Provittion Bill ^ f^C'I ^TTO, C^ ^ ^ f^TO VtTOT 

TOi 5?i I f^TO c^ ▼?? ff ?5Tt? wTf^ I (The Hon’ble Sri Kiban Sankab 
Roy:) ▼fcfi ffj c^t^.-cy^st ijTsrc^?r<^ c^ 4^^ TV’S! bsit ▼^n ▼tnj (TT^cfri ^rr 

▼fTO^^ 1^ c«fcf c^f^ f^CTO c’r^c^ visn 55f5^ i c^ ?i 

mff - 4 ^ ’tOrTO ^5 50^ rs:n¥f ’Tfntf^TO m % c^ black 

marketing ▼’t«rr*r titc^f 1^ ▼TO Casj ?n ^'«f% Case 

apacial tribunal 4 ^ Summary triaU f^5f? ▼^Tc^ ^tC^R — summary trials? cqt C^ 
A<ffs? toRw. 4&1 ▼^n ^cirffiT 4?^5 tt c^r TO^ TO^ c^ blackmarketing^i 
▼^*r ^n’Ti H^\ -^TO f%JT TOC!5 , to ^ blackmarketing^^ 

▼nrflt yv Case 5^i ▼tc^r ▼Rt? c^ ScTOt^ c^Wc^ri ▼?!? TOt^ 

4e c^i CTO cn ?c<rT ^ ▼mbTr TOI? ^ blackmarketing ▼ci^ TORI 

4 t«R 7 4^ f^rcTOR ♦R fTi TOf^ c^t 4 !? m c^zn Summary trial sn ^TO 
^C’R'STTOC^ flr^«f 1 Goy rnor4? Message 4 c^ TO fro TOT^ I 

TO4^^ l»r CTO TO c?'«?n TOC^ I cTOrs 4^ f?TO %T or Family 

firm ▼rr^, ▼T<tTOi TOc^ sTO^T (R ▼f%TOR ^rcfT TO^ ▼mnr — toiot ^ 
firm ▼fc^ cir«f% family firm 1 Blackmarketing4« f^ro TO ^ns TOR 

ycTOr CY^ CTO c*r wctot ^ur ▼ftRm cwm^ *rto to firm4? mf»rf 
cn cv 'SR »Rit^ ^am TO firm ?n ’pto c^n^i toto ra 

TO I 'St^ f^TO ▼m rrcrrfsR err family firm ▼'Ri joint family firm4 *rRr 
3TTfTO?r c^ffw ’ll *1fani TO tsRot every adult member of the family c^? ’tfTOcmr 
'll TOl ▼to?’! ▼TOC’t ’ll CTO ^fin *jvm^ ▼TOI?t TO frof^ tot I 4t 

▼ITO cn^ TO c’ram toc^i 40$ ▼^R<n to vtf’n ▼fwst ^ ▼’rrai c’Rtc’t 4 ^ 
family firm ▼let?, C’TTO’r wMrr ^R tfV'S JnRROf ’ft'orn to sn 1 (TTTO Black- 

marketing ▼in:?! ▼t^’Ts: 'sre^ »ti^i ofs?! TO ’ni 4^ to 3 cn^ 4^ mes8age4 

TO (Tfam ?CTO. ^513 4^c^ TO fverr 45 ▼Rir ▼fTO^ ▼to ^toTOi Bill 4« ▼’tt to 
m *RT c^T »r^ f^trrsr 'sR Prci ▼tt’r tv] cTO i Rtf^ TOi ▼f^, 45 TO*! rfc^r 

Wfir ^^♦R 5C« Blackraarkcting4^ f^TO ▼f%TO toTO toti ▼To’? i 45 TOTC'# TOR 
TO 4^5 i ▼’^1 ’T’TPr TO!?— TOfcrnr to ^ cn5 ▼’<1 c^to Black- 

raarketing5 ^R TOT CoTO wna »T^f^ toti ▼in ^tori W ▼TOtTOrtOR frori 
▼f^’! s?rf^ Soapstone '3 c^^c?R f^ni ▼cto cTOTO toc^ t orti cTO 
fflTO ▼IR Soapstone ircTO — ’R^i c^5 ▼orT ^sft tTHR, ▼▼s RtTWi ▼!▼ *!t3fin cM^ 
m I TOm cTOlfTO or c^5 Soapstone toic^ cWR ▼’05 OTTO^ TOO TO%n 
fVi TOtOR in ▼t5’T TO^ ▼▼R 50 R d*‘fective TO !5im TOn C?'Gfft TO 50 I 

45RT ▼tTTO f^TOi ▼:? 4^^ ▼t5c’R tf^ ▼to TOf^ I or5t TO| Food 

Adulteration Amendment Bill i or 05wm evsn TO 43 R oTO fwf%f tor wz^f 
n\ TOT ^sIR ▼o?t rrR to, 45r ^f«r$ to to Tto to or to toi or5t cTOy i 
CTOC’ r ot 5 TO! in ▼’0 TOT tr, TO cnitor irfw Soapstone ▼! fift TO, 

TO TO Sample ▼or C¥R osTO 3R7 ▼t'Qm TO TO m TO or5i TOirtf to 
TO I 45T5rTO ▼itc’nr flft*! ▼or Food Adulteration Act 4 ? Amendment 

tifff^ nf^TTO ittoi TOi 45 Blackmarketing f^nro to 5|c» Food 

Adulteration Amendment Bill c^ ¥11 to%, (R5i ▼f%TO TO^or Introduce 
TO TO TO c^n TO) ’5J sn C5r5r istro ft of* cf Ofti Cf\ Pending % ▼) TOf 
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CTt ^ cwzm fV|^ ^ irtr^ sn I w<n> »RTr*ftFsn »reT mi i 

ift-’TSfi ^m\ ^f?n fg[3ii^ cmr^ nc-i? tot « to— cTO c^r? ^rrro \ 

WTO nTO ^^‘5^5 c? defect >iivi m c^n mrf^ i 

^tcw$ 41^?^ WZ^ ^1 Jjt »PI« ?C^ 5T1 41^^ 4^^ 

TO 1«TO Soapstone c^— WTfl r«if^ TO*!! 4^ CTOi, V TO] adulteration 

’TO TOf] STO J]Tt I c^fR 4^^ ft]?R 8ample4 c'oflrf*T s]] 

w >rtin cfs^n TO ^ i ^ toi^j i tor vrsr 

^ ^i]T 3 i c^rTO TOt^ ’jirii mi c’fTO^ cmn urn 4^1 Az>i>. c*i c»] csto 

C3MR I 4^ TO^ '*Ttf^ m I 

ilanab 8YED BADRUDDUilA: The prayer reeess, Sir, as was jwiiited 
out by the Aloadzem yesterday, should eoiue a little earlier — 20 uiiuutes 
before b. 

(The House was then adjourned for Htteen minutes.) 


{After adjournment.) 

dsnflb 8YEO BADRUDDUJAs Mr. S|>t*aker, 1 would be failinjf in my 
duty if 1 were not to asso<.iate myself with the tdiservations that have fallen 
Irom the Ii])s of my honourable frituid to the lett. Sir, 1 am one of those 
who do not believe that for any measure of whatever import or siguilicance 
it mi^ht be, I should coine torward to critieise the (lovernnuuit lor its sins 
of omission and eonimission in the past. 1 personally agree to some of the 
idiservations of m\ honourable friend Mr. dyoti Jtasu. True, if there huv«» 
been eurtailment ol any <’ivil liberties, it there have been eonnnunal frenzies 
under the g-arb of which a section of the police migdit havt‘ opiiressed a 
section ot the people, that is no reason why we should hesitate in e.vtendinir 
our whidehearfed co-operation to a measure fraught with the deeia‘Ht sinni- 
ficance lor the whole of Bengal at the present moment. 

Sir, \\ hen my esteemed friend Mr. Alxlur Hahman Siddiiii was vesterdav 
discussing something about drinking and masonic lodge. I was teinpted to 
partnrpate in the (lebate myself, 1 do fed Sir that some sort of soft drink 
some sort of fashionable di.s.sipations here and there, even midnight orgies 
in winch an individual might indulge, might in the language of Shakespeare 
take away his brains, might affect his morals, might affect his character! 
might affect the future of an individual we are however concerned at the 
present moment with a problem with which the future existence o{ the entire 
millions IS hound up so inextricably. A man who steals one’s purse steals 
(niy trash, but a man who steals morsels from the mouth of hungry millions, 
«]m ml, me., ol ll.e.r e oti.e., of fl.eir r,.i.„ent. is ,loi„.f u„ oet wl.ieh 
IS the most reprehensible, the most obnoxious :,ml is r.„.<lemi,e.l bv nil 
eanonsof reasoning. All decent societies in .-ivilise,! ..uurters of the elobe 

ala/nit^tb!? 1’".“““"."’"“’ organisations, have always combined’ 

eS ant,-.w.al enme. We must extend our ,o.oi,eralioi,. we must 
«tfnd our syinpathy, sve must extend our fellow-feeling (o all classes of 

Tho "T‘ unf-Ttunate millions 

* 4 ^'‘ "fr*'*'* Ooverniiient of lleiigal 

forward wi^i a gesture. I also respond fo tliaf gesture. The 

ohse^wl T "r Raiagopalachari once so finely 

r, " f '* *" •il''- “ If file flower 

heart oVa maT it T '‘T ’ “ 'S ^ y«» • '•usb (he 

Hon loTnnr fJt/* 'r'’ "'“"'’'’"ff y"”*- afffotion and eonsidera- 

non to your fellow-beings yho are in distress. This Goyemment is snfferimr 

own shortcomings; it is suffering from the legacy of the past. In this very 
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House we very oftea discussed in the past the problem of mal-administra- 
tioa, the problem of mal-distribution of stuffs throughout the Province, the 
problem of hoarding and black-marketing. My grievance is that even 
now. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, only two or three minutes more. I will not detain the House longer. 

As i was saying my only grievance is that men in high positions have 
not escujjed this contagion. While discussing tliis problem on the floor ot 
the House the then Opjiositiou led by Sir Nazimuddin contended that the 
(iovernment ot Fazlul lluq did not inspire any confideiu'e in the iieighlxiur- 
ing iM-ovinces and so tlie neigdibouring l^rovince refused to supply f<K)dstuhs 
even in those conditions which threatened to assume the (diaracter of a 
famine. That is because that (jovernimmt , the Opjiosition contended, con- 
sisted of a set of ineflicient, impotent, w’orthless jieople who did not inspire 
any cf)nHdene(* in the puldie mind, 1 repeated that euhigy myself when they 
< ame to power liecau.se even then the adjoining IVovinees were nd using 
supplies to the (iovernment of Sir Nazimuddin. Now' perliaps the same 
traditions continiuq pmliaps the same legacy ]>ersists, perhaiis the same 
atmosphere prevails here. There is no cure of that dis(‘a>e. We have 
talked ot freedom from hunger, wc have talked of freedom from illiteracy, 
we havi* talked of treedoin from disease. We are now discussing ircedom 
from hunger. Millions of people go about the district^i in rural areas, 
'Ihey are actually hungry, they are starving. They will not make any 
firotesl or agituti(»n on the floor of the Ilousi*. In silent protest they will die 
UH you lmv(* seen many to do so in the streets of ralcntta in the year 194d. 
M’hanks to the administration that is juevailing in this eoiintry, thanks to 
(he eonspiracy behind the sc'ene, thanks to tin* political manoeuvring and 
wirepullings, tlianks to the disa*'trous and malign inflnemes ext‘rt(*d by 
blaek-murketers and hoard<*rs, a situation W'as cnnitiMl wliieb has no ]>,irallel 
in re<*ent times. Therefore, Sir, I am eomerned at the jiresent moment 
with this that it is not the innoeent abme who should be trapped imt also 
the real men of influeiiee and position. The law should be respisdor of no 
persons. 

Sir, I am reminded of tliat beautiful story (d' a Presidene\ Magistrate. 

1 have heard him— he was a ]>articular friend of mine — once making a 
confession about bow* be gave out judgments from time to time about certain 
cases whicli came u]) beiore liim. It was a eoniession before bis spiritual 
(him: “lluzoor, ^our Holiness! the onl> misfortum* is big guns escape, 
and tin' snialh*r fries are caught in the trap.’’ Peojile in high positions 
it they liave got access to tlie high i|uarters to peojih* holding responsible 
positions in life, who can exercise a great influence on the administration, 
such people naturally escape. So the laws should be as >tringent, as 
severe as po.ssiblo, because no ciiiiu* can be more heinous, no crime can be 
move reprehensible, no ciime can be more dangerous, no crime can be more 
;mti-social, no crime can be more ilisustrous in its consequence and 
tievastating in its effect than this. Therefore, Sir. while wludebeartedly 
extending my co-operation and sujqiort to this Bill, 1 wouhl appeal to the 
(iovernment benches, the Treasnrv benches, the Ministry to see to it that 
these pix visions are correct 1\ applied and that in their application they are 
not misused. It is of course for the Magistracy and the Tudiciarv to see 
that they are properly applij^d by the Oovernment of the day. If the 
Onvernment is sufficiently efficient, if it inspires cxmfidence, if if consists 
of people with a due sense of fair play and justice, I have no reason to 
douht that it will have its efft»ct upon the Judiciary and the Magistracy as 
ivell. 

Sir, I will not take more than one minute. I have only to point out 
aorae instances that I have come aero.ss, in tlie course of the last few 
months, namely, that innocent people 
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Mr. SPEAKER; Order» order. You have said nothing on the motion 
before us. It is a 8|>eech on black-marketing. Will you confine yourself 
to the motion before the House. 

JwiAb SYED BAORUDDUJA; All right, Sir. I was referring to 
blackmarketing. I was discussing the general principles. At the present 
mojnent I am not discussing the provisions, because when the amendments 
are taken up I will have an opportunity of discussing the provisions in 
detail. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you must he relevant to the subject-matter under 
discussion. 

ilanab SYED BADRUOOUJA: I bow down to your ruling, Sir. I will 
not go beyond the scope ol the Bill. 1 will confine my remarks to the 
Bill and finish by saying that the Bill is conceived in the ln*st ititerests 
of the people. The Hill is intended to protect the rights of tlie poor' 
unfortunate millions who have been ojipressed by blackmarketer's and so 
the Bill sliould be sujijiorted by all sections of the House without any mental 
reser\ation. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Mi-. Speaker. Sir, I would only take 
a ii‘w minutes. Sir, w1h*u \\t‘ passial this Hill we were inspired by a V’ery 
high and noble motive, /.e.. <d tackling the jiroblem of blackmarketiug. 
We wanted, Sir, (hat the juovi.Hions should be stringent, and therefore, 
Sir, the House agie(*d that tor the Bill to have a salutary and deterrent 
effect upon th<‘ blackniarktei.s (he pro\isions should bi* stringent. 

Now, Sir. this Hill, aft<‘r having fieen passed by this House, was 
referred to His K.\cellenr\ the (ioveiiior. Sir, 1 find that His Excellency 
tiie (iovernor has not lieen abh* to see Ins way to signih his assent. Sir, 

1 would like to ask the Hon’ble Mims((*r in charge of tliis Bill wliy this 
Bill has lieen referred to us. W'hat were the circumstances that led to this 
referring back. Sir, it will not do for this Government to take shelter 
beliind the innocnmis idiraseology , “wo do not know' wliat happentar’. 
The> know that the Governor is only a constitutional Governor, who is 
.supposed to act on the advice tendered hy his (buticil of Ministms. Sir, 
even in the Centre the Centra* a!s(» heing governed hy Congress Ministers. 
vSir, therefore, we should like to know what W’ere the circumstances, what 
were the lacunae, what wei.* the crjiiditions that led to this Bill heing 
referred back to this Houst* and then, Sir, eoining to one or two points 
which have been n*c<»nim(*nded h\ His Excellency for onr consideration is 
this that when a joint family is doing husine.ss and it is n(>( possible for us 
to touch the actual owner. His Excellency recommeiifls certain procedure 
to be adopted. AVhy is it, Sir y To what purpose woirhl this Bill he when 
they are put into operation ^ There'are many joint families unriertaking 
busine.ss in fhiti country and this point liu.s been Htrt‘ssed hy rny honourable 
friend to my right Mr. ( haru Chandra Bhamiari. Sir, why is it that His 
Excellency iVels that this parti(‘iil.ii procedure sliould he a<h>pted in respect 
of joint families and also ahmit suminaiv trials':' Sir, when the Hon’ble 
Minister rises to make his reply would he please enlighten this House in 
detail what were the circumstames that led to this Bill corning hack to this 
Hou,se ^ 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my 
ta.sk litis been made very light b\ my honourable friend Sri Cham Chandra 
Bhandari. This Bill was passed by the Assembly in December, 1947, and 
His Excellency the Governor reserved the Bill for the consideration of His 
Excellency the Govenior-fjeneral who desired to introduce some amendments 
and requested this Chamber to reconsider the Bill with a view’ to incor- 
porate the amendments miggesttnl, one relating to the vicarious liability 
and the other summary trial. These are the tw'o simple amendments. 
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Objection was taken to the rather heavy minimnin punishment prescribed 
to the determination of punishment with reference to the mode of tnal 
to the clause prescribing a very wide measure of vicarious responsibility. 

daiMb MDt KHUDA BUKH8H: What were the reasons given by the 
authorities for taking objection to the heavy punishment? 

Tha Hon’llle Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN; No reasons are 

assigned. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Ask the 

(TOveriior-tieneral. 

The HOfl’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: The amendments are 
before this House. This is a democratic Government. It is for you to 
accept tbe amendmeiitH or to reject the amendments. I commend these 
lor the acceptance of the House. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, the Minister has not replied to the question 
raised . 

Sri J. C. CUPTA; T1 le (k)vernor had to reservt* the Hill without giving 
his assent to it for the opinion of the Governor-General under section IhT 
of tlie G()Vt*rninent of India Act, Ihdo. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Sri Hrafulla Chandra Sen that the recom- 
niendatio?j of His Excellency the Governor contained in iiis message under 
section 7t) nnid with section 7o of the (ioverninent of India Act. Ihdo, Vie 
considered in detail, was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Sir, T heg to move 
that the tollowing amendments rceoinmendei] h\ His Exeelleney the Governor 
in the West Bengal Black Marketing Bill, lh47. he passeil — 

1. Tn clause 1 of the Bill, — 

(o) in suh-elause (/) for tin* figures ‘‘047" the figuies “048" shall 
he suVistituted ; and 

(/j) for suh-claust* (o) the following suh-clause shall he substituted, 
namely : — 

Ws«t Bon. "(•>’ It shall come into force on the date on which the 
Ord. Vluf West Bengal Black Marketing Grdmanee. I!f48, 

ceases to operate." 

2. For clause 4 ot the Bill the following clause shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“d. (/) Whoever commits hlackmurketing shall he punishable with 

iinpiisonmeiit whicli ina\ extend to seven years hut 
Offoncs^ of hitti'k mar. shall not. except for reaMins to he recorded in writing, 
ketiiig <M»d i)oimlty. he less than six months and shall also be liable to a 

tine. 

{L^) The oflience of hlackmarketing under this Act shall not he prosecuted 
without the sanction of the Provincial (ioverninent. 

(o) In addition to any other punishment, the Court before which a 
person is convicted of the offence of black marketing shall order the for- 
feiture to His Majesty of the gotals or things (if any) in respi»cf of which 
the offence of black-marketing was committed or an equivalent quantity of 
the smne or like gomls or things belonging to the convicted person, or of a 
»uiu of money representing their value at the time of the order of 
forfeiture." 

3. In clause 5 of the Bill sub-clause (*?) shall be omitted. 
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4. After clause 25 of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“25A. Any rule, order or appointment made or any notification issued 
or anything done or any penalty, forfeiture or 
of «tdon punishment incurred or imposed or any action taken 
proceedings commenced in exercise of any 
power conferred by the West Bengal Black Marketing 
Ordinance, 1948, shall, on tlie said Ordinance ceasing to be in 
West Ben. operation, l>e deemed to have been made, issued, done, 

Ord.VIof incurred, imposed, taken or commenced in exercise of the 

powers conferred by this Act as if this Act had commenced on 
the 1st day of January, 1948/' 

ilanab MDt KHUDA BUKH8H: On a point of information, Sir. I do 
not know* the procedure about the voting on this motion. De we take the 
entire recommendation or we sliall take clause hy (danse 

Mr. JPHortini'ho entire n^comnnunlution us one. 

The imdion of the IIo r/ h fe ' Sri TnTTnT] a MuinilrriNcr^ the following 
amendments recommended hv His K\celh*ncy the (governor on the West 
Bengal Black Marketing Bill, ItMT. be passed — 

1. In clause 1 of the Bill, — 

(d) in suh-<daust‘ (/) for the figuns “1947*’ the figures '‘1948” sliall 
he suhstitut(‘d ; and 

{h) for suh-{dau‘<e (O) the f(dlo^\ing suh-(dause shall he suhstituted, 
namely : — 

\Vc.^t JW. It shall come info fV»rce on the date on whi(di the 

Ord.VIof West Bengal Black Marketing Ordinance, 1948, 

(‘eases to operato.” 

2. For clau.se 9 of the Bill the following clause shall be substituted, 
namtdy : — 

“8. (7) Whoever commits hlackmaikcting shall lie punishable with 

imprisonment whi(di ma> extend to .scveii sears hut 
OfTonro of bUick inar- shall not, e.xcept for reasons to he recordc'd in writing, 
koting and penalty. )k» less tlian six month.s and shall also la* liald*' to a 

fine. 

(2) The offenci* ol hhickmarkeling under this Act shall not 1 h* prosecuted 
without the sanction of the Provim ial Oovernment. 

(J) In addition to iin> other imnishment. the Court before which a 
person is (^(Ulvicted of the ofVerice of Idackimirketing shall order the for- 
feiture to His Majesty of the goods or things (if any) in rt*si»ect of which 
the offence of blaekmarketiiig was committed or an (‘(piivalent (juantity of 
the same or like goods or things helofi|ring to the convicted pcixm. or of a 
sum of money representing their value at the time of the order of 
forfeiture.” 

3. In clause 5 of the Bill sub-clause (3) shall be omitted. 

4? After clause 2') of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 


“25A. Any rule, order or appointment made or any notification issued 
or aii> thing done or any penalty, forfeiture or 


CootmuMiee of aetion 
tken under Woai Benig 
OrdianoM VI of IMS. 


Inken West Bengn! incuiTed or imposed or any action taken 

^ — or any proceedings commenced in exercise of any 

power conferred by the West Bengal Black-Marketing 
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Ordinance, 1948, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to be in 
Ben. operation, be deemed to have been made, issued, done, 

Ord. VI of incurred, imposed, taken or commenced in exercise of the 

^^8* powers conferred by this Act as in this Act had commenced on 

the 1st day of January, 1948.” 
was then put and agreed to. 

The West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA BEN: Sir, 1 beg to 
introduce the West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Bri PRAFULLA CHANDRA BEN: Sir, I beg also to 
move that the West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948, be taken into 
consideration. 

Bri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill which is now before us, 
is, as everylunly would admit, a rather belated piece of legislation, but, 
however, better late than never. In the meantime we know that much 
damage has l)een done alter the w'ar years because of the peculiar theory of 
the Congress Government of free trade through the ordinary channels of 
trade, the theory of decontrol and thereby helping the ri(*her sections of 
the society which is tlie policy of hig businessmen in India. Sir, it is 
through this policy that in West Ihuigal, for instance we find that during 
tlie last one or two years or so cinema houses have been built all over the 
Province, houses of tlie rich liave been constructed in Calcutta and elsewhere 
in West Bengal, Imt us far as the houses for the jieople go, we know that 
notliing much could he done, either by the middle classes or the low^er 
sections of the people, either by their owm efforts with their own money or 
by the Government as sui'h. Nor could large liousiTig schmnes be under- 
taken for the refugees by the West Bengal Government because w^e w^ere 
Hiill told of the dilticulties of getting cement and so on. At tlie same time 
•one saw that there was a flourishing trade in the blaekmarket in cement and 
other materials and w’e know' that there w'as monopoly control on those 
articles wfiieh were greatly needed by the people. In this connection it is 
worth w'hile to remember that there was in India no outstanding shortage of 
cement or wagon ditHeiilties to which the cement kings (*ould imiut out but 
even then with the connivance of tlie (kingress Govtonment and monopoly 
control of cement it was jiossible for the (*ement kings to make tremencious 
profits at the cost of the poor jieojile who needed cement very badly. In 
this partii'ular Bill which is now' before us we find, as in the last Black- 
marketing Bill, that if the cement merchants violated anv of the orders 
under section 8, then tliey would be let off with rather a light punishmeut. 
ISafurally jieople would (jiiestion why such a thing would happen when 
there would be blaekmarket ing or vicdation of any other order of the 
Provincial Governn\ent in regard to cement. But, of (‘oiirse, taking things 
together, that is, the Blaekmarketing Bill and this particular Bill for 
control of cement, they will understand wliy the provision now' being made 
for punishment is so light, and why summary trials are not there in this 
particular Bill, Then tlie last point that I wish to make in this connection 
is the same that T made with regard to the Blaekmarketing Bill that it fills 
me w'ith forelmdings ns to how thi.s particular Bill when it becomes an Act 
will be administered by the l^rovincial Government because we know that 
for the officials under this Ministry and not only the officials but the 
Ministers as such, as Sri Snnkar II ao Deo told us the other day when he 
t;aine to Calcutta that the Congressmen were busy in getting permits and 
so on. and that the administration is corrupt, both new and old. As such, 
it would be difficult for the officials as also for this administration to so 
direct its affairs that really this particular Bill would be successful and 
that under this enactment ordinary people would get cement. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen that the West 
Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration, was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand jmrt of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The (luestion that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then pul and 
agreed to. 

Clause f5. 


The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agre(*d fo. 


(la use (}. 


The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The (lue^tiou that clause 7 do staiul ])art of the Bill was then pul and 
agreed to. 

Clause S. 

The (piestion that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9, 


The question that clause 9 do stand i>arl of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause II do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 19 do stand jrnrt of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause IS, 

The question that clause 15 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 16. 

The question that clause 16 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN; Sir, I beg to move 

that the West Bengal C'emeiit Control Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was tlien put and agreed* to. 

Mfi SPEAKER; Dr, Hoy, should we proceed with the other Bills? 

Tho Hoil’bla Dr^ BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Yes, Sir, we can sit up 

to 7. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I suggest if we 
nroceed with the smaller Bills and finish them we could take later a holiday 
having no business to be done. 

Sri ilYOTI BASU: Ido not think we can do justice to other Bills. It 
is already late. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; As a matter of fact 
these two Bills were already disiussed when the oidinance was placed. 
There is nothing very new about these. 

The 24-Pargana8 District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) 

Bill, 1948. 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Sir, I lag to introduce 
the 24-Parguuas District Board Dissolution (Temiiorary Provisions) Bill, 

1948, ^ ' 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
24-Parguua8 District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions)) Bill, 1948, 
be taken into consideration. 

1 do not desire to speak on this at all because I have spoken at the time 
when the Ordinance was j»laced before the Hou.se and discussions took place. 

I may only refer to two of the amendments in order to shorten the debate 
and that i.s, the date for which the Bill remains in fort^e has been sought to 
be chnngeil from 1959 to 1949; and another amendment, instead of 1950 it 
should be 1960. I do not want to talk about the second amendment because 
it was obviously meant iii—sball I say—a joking spirit, but with regard tO' 

1949, as the Government have said, under clause 7 of the Bill the District 
Board will be reconstituted ^ter a general election before 9th of May 1950 
and as 80 (m as the deiimitatdou has been done and the new rolls have been 
grilled it would be possible for us to have an election. I do desire that the 
District Board should go on to the elected form or 8ha]>e as soon as possible 
but 1 will leave it for discussion if the amendments are moved. 

The moti^ of the Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy that the 
w District B<mrd Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948, 

be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 
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Juiall A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN l Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 1(J), line 2, for the figures “1950*’ the figures “1949” be substituted. 

Sir, the whole object of my moving this amendment is to shorten the 
life of the Ordinance-ridden District Board. The Hon'ble Premier has 
already said that he would like to have an election sometime in 1950, but 
what I feel is this, that if the present District Board is earnest about it, 
in that case it can have the election by 1949. 

The Hofl’bie Dr. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 need only tell him 
that I take it upon myself to get the election done as quickly as possible but 
Lt cannot be done by 9th May, 1949, because there is hardly any time. We 
require seven months for the electoral roll to be formed anJ previous to that 
we have to moke delimitation of constituencies. We have put down 9ih of 
May, 1950, after a great deal of calculation and consideration. 

janab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMUn: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
issurance given by the Leader of the House I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Janab A. F. M. Abdur Hahman that in clause 1(»^), line 
2, for the figures “1950“ the figures “1949“ be substituted, was then by 
leave of the House withdrawn. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2, 

Xlie question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. r ^ 

Clause 4. 


The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 

Clause 5, 

The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 


The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ^ 


' Clause 7. 

Th^e question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then out and 
agreed to. 


Clause 8. 


agreed 


^d* ® Bill was then put and 


Clause 9. 

^ 


Preamble. 

***** **“* ll*e Bill was then put 
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The Hon'ble Dr. BiDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
24-Parganas District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Calcutta Improvemeiit (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, 1 move that the 
Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clause i. 

The (question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand jiart of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then jmt and 
agreed to. 

Preamhle. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Atfjoummont. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-40 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 22ud September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings trf the West Bmigal Leg^shthre Assonbljr nssembfed 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935^ 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
22nd September, 1948, at 8-80 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Iswar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 13 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 57 memlHUs. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to whicfei vas laid on the table) 

Reforms in local bodies’ administration. 

4u Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: (n) A\ ill the Hon'ble Minister in 
char^rp of the TahuI Self-Government Department be jileased to state 
whether Governnient have decided or projiose to take up major reforma 
in the local bodies’ administration? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hlc Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of the reforms? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: (a) The existing law 
bearin^^ on different local bodies is beiiiK^ examined afresb in the h>ht of 
the Administration Kiupiiry (hunmittee Iteport and the lef^islation 
proposed or passed in (»ther Provinces with a view to decide what reforms, 
if any, are necessary, lull no final decision has yet Wn remdied nor any 
concrete pr(.p(.salM formulated. As regards Calcutta Corporation, report 
of the Kn(]niry Committee is awaited. 

(h) J)oe.s not arise. 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : mm mfm fw (7r, 

iti (a) (Ti ‘‘but no final decision has yet l)e<‘n n^ached nor any concrete 

proposals formulated”. znrm wpr-,fhi jif mm cJ, local bodyc® 

ons^ cwtm Fu, cstP 

Tlw Hon’bic Dr, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY ; tyi fiy i 

Sii CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : wTm cn wwctf -sfSpnjw ’ffirvr? 

TOP, Iff mwm mn top ; (7ft ^ wn 1w r 

The Hofi’bit Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY ; wtfff tCJ^ iiTOS 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : cs^m emm ^ arem 

fr f 

Tbf Hcn’bic Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : dlmwr r 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : ! i t cwc *rf 4^ ^Jfronr, Siennrt; wi, 

c? (Tfti TO OfTf m 5C per cent.'4Y cHt sti f 

Th. Hm>M. Dr. BI0H«N CHANDRA ROY ; vrtv*! wlult lufewe^f 

^ I 
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m eHARu eiiAifMA mAiniMf i tw 

tiM 0r. iiDMAN WAilORA ItOV : f n ^ Cfli i 

Sri ^KANAILAL DE : »pnr cwm fkror ^ ; 

f%tl election day frr ^ cn election <f1-vote iRT 

nt IMOT fV r 

Tht Hoti’bit Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : <4 ntfir ^sr?Ri i 
Enquiry regarding action taken against subordinate offloer noting in Bengali. 

Sri KANAILAL DE : ww, 'ml? 

W eW3 editorial note (tNi r, <jf%l f^nstr^ 

^fpT vi5tft ^1^*5 mi (ym OJH S’lfm m i 

Mr« SPEAKER? Order please. Such statements and questions cannot 
be asked like this. I cannot permit it. 

Sri KANAILAL DE : This is not a statement. «nn i 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 

Sri KANAILAL DE : ?ii m mrs i statement i Sir, 

OtTO stt <TI 

Mr. SPEAKfER: If you want to ask a question, please give the question 
and I wdll admit it as a short-notice question and send it to Government, 
but you cannot ask like this. In that case any person can stand up and 
ask questions. If the leader of a party wants to make a statement atbout a 
thing of very unusual importance occurring in the country, he can do so. 
Questions over. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Tamarind Seed Powder Control Bill, 194S. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SENS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
do not like to introduce this Bill, because 1 want to brii^ a more compre- 
hensive Bill amending the Bengal Food Adulteration Bill in the next 
session. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: What about the money wasted on 
publication and printing of the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: You will pay. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the Bill is dropped. 

The West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Tempoiify Provisions) Bill, 1S4S. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SIHHA: Sir, I l^g to introduce 
the West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hou’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1^8, 
be taken into consideration, 

Mr. Shaker, Sir, I have to make a few observations in moving my 
motion. This Bill has a chequered history. It was taken up in the last 
eession of the Assenrbly after it emerged from the Select Committee and 
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wa« up to ( lause 12. At that time it was felt that it could m»t 

fiDisheil l)efotv e\pii\ ot the Gidiiiamv and it was theu?f»re tieeidetl to 
extend the life ot the (tnlinanee hv pa'*siiijj a short Bill extendinjr the life 
of the (hdiiiimte, no that the Lejristaiure eouhl take up this measvuif at 
tfreut( 1 le 'Lie. 1' iitoi t uiiately the ‘ejrislature had tu» time to consider this 
Bill al Jis la#( .se>>itui. Alter the se.ssiou was over it was decide<l to 

f romuljrate it as an Ordinance, but unfortunately ajrain the Oovernment of 
ndia sugjrested that the measure might be taken up as a Bill. It is there- 
foie now plate*! before the legislature and may I earnestly 1 iojh‘ that it will 
be passed into law as ^pce<lily as j)ossible. 

Sir. the objects ot this Bill have been clearly stated in the Statement of 
Objecth and Reanons. The Bill embodies slight alterations of the T)r«»vision8 
of the Bill whi( h wa.s consi<lered in the Select (’omniittce and tuten uj) at 
the last Sir, I have seen criticisms apj>e:ning in the prcs.'^ that the 

alteiiif i(»iu art* not ieall\ slight ami the Bill is for all practical purtmsivs a 
m*\N one. Sir, J wouhl not havt* minded .smdi irresjionsible criticism from 
(piartei> h.ddtuated to make smh criti<'i.'^m, but I was really sorry to see 
such ciiticiMiif^ .*j»p(‘anng in some (»f lie* responsible journals which went «o 
tar as to >a\ that the Bill has been so ra<lically altered ami altered against 
tile poor sutlenng tenants ii.s to ileserve outright rejection. Let me repeat 
again that no su,h sulistantial alterations have Immmi nnole and 1 throw out 
a ( lialleng(‘ to all < ntn s (d tin* Hill to pro\e that this Bill does not give 
e.\aclly the same rights and privilege’s, tin* same pi'oteidion to the elifferent 
caiegoiies ot tenants .ind sub-ienants uhi<di they get under tin* Bill as 
leported 1)\ ilo* .Seh'ct ('ommittee and a* ri*pt<'d h\ tin* House up to 
(liiux* 12. Sn. I assiit om<- again that tin* (lovernment have not madi* anv 
alteiatioiis in ihosc lights and privileges ami J make bold to sUy that all 
llo*«*<* ( nl i('i'«ms, .IS I xhall pies<>nil\ shou , are either based on a hasty 
leading o| tin' Hill oi on Idas^^Ml |mlgnienl whi<‘h reason cannot prove or 
logic ( annot alter. Beloi<- wo discuss the provisions of the Bill itself let 
me di'-jiosc ot the pi(diniinai\ points ('ritirisins have been made on the 
gfound that this Hill i^ Iteiiig iak<‘n alresh and not from (laust* Id and this 
i.s an linnecessar.s uaste cd turn*. I can assure the House tliat tin* Govern- 
ment _\ ndd io none in their an\n‘t\ to see that this measure is plai’ed on the 
Statute Hook as spi‘edily as j)i>s.sible. Anybody who is even a little 
coiiveisant Nntli rules oj pnaeduH* will know that under the rules of proce- 
dure it is not possihh* to tak** uji this Hill from clause 12 in this session. 
8ir, 1 do not want to lake up the time of the Hou.se h\ going into thin 
proeeilural matter now. 1 \\<mi 1<1 oiil> rel<‘r to May’s Parliamentary 
Practice, 14th Kditiim, pages dO-dl. where it is stated that the effect of 
prorogation is at onee to suspend all proceedings of the House and all 
pro( eediug.H pending at the time are quashed. In aei’ordanee with our rule* 
onlv tin* Hill does not lap.s<* hut all the dismission of the clauses adopted 
will go and they will have to lie tak**!! up afresh. 

Now, Sir, 1 may speak a few' word.s on tlie basic scheme of the Bill 
I itself. Here again I will repeal that the basic scheme of the present Bill 
is exactly the same a.s tlie basic scheme of the Bill as reported by the tSelect 
Committee and taken up by the Houne at its last session. What are the 
main features of the Bill ^ Tlie first feature is the control of the amount of 
rent. Provision has been made for the fixation of the standard rent accord- 
ing to certain schedule.s and no rent can he (diarged above that standard 
rent and if any excess rent has ht*en <diarge*l tiiut excess w’ill be refundable. 
No salami or premium can be charged except in the case of long lea.ses for 
purimse*? of development in acconlame with the provisions of clause* 5. 
Penalties have been imposed for recovering the rent in exi^ess of the stand- 
ard rent as also for taking any premium, salami, fine or any other imposition 
in addition to the standard rent. This control and the amount of rent 
applies not only to the rent recoverable from the tenant but also from the 
rent recoverable by the tenants from the sub-tenants. It b^ been laid 
down that no tenant shall be entitled to realise any rent from the sub-tenant 
in excess of 6} per cent, over the standard rent or a proportionate part 
5 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[22nd Seft., 


H 


tiiemof payable by the tenant. Secondly the tenants and the sub-tenants 
been given ^ dehnite status. Clause 1 1 lays down that the tenant will 
not be evicted except on the grounds specified in that clause and where the 
tenant is so evicted, the sub-tenant will, unless the landlord requires the 
preiilises for his own bojia fide requirements, become the tenant. The land- 
lords will now no longer he able to cut off or wdUhold electric supply or 
refuse essential supplies and so on. The third feature of the Bill relates to 
the inovisions made aliout the sub- tenants. The old Bill as it emerged out 
of the Select (/Oniinittee made the provision that the tenant will be able to 
sub-let or otherwise Iranster his interest in the premises for a period not 
exceeding six luonths and to the extent of the minor portion of the premises. 
If he sub-lets either the whole or a major jKirtion of the premises and for a 
period exceeding six months, lie was liable to be evicted, nud the sub- 
tenants would take his plaie. It wa> further provided that the tenants 
could not sub-let in any manner in contravention of the tenms of contract 
in writing expressly prohibiting such sub-letting or transfer. These 
provisions have lieon relaine<l without the slightest change in the present 
Bill also. 


The several minor changes introduced in the pre.sent Bill have, as I have 
already said, come in for a good deal of criticism. Sir, let me first refer to 
clause 2('/) where landlord lias been defined. In the present Bill as drafted 
by the Select Committee, the landloid was defined as ‘'any person who for 
the lime being is receiving- or is entitled to r(*eeive the rent of any premises 
W'hether on Ins own aecounl or on account or on behalf, or tor the benefit 
of any person, or as a trustee, guardian or receiver tor any other ]>erson or 
who would so receive the rent or be eiitithMl to ri‘ceive the rent if the 
premises weie let to a tenant and includes a legal representative as defined 
in the Code of (hvil Procedure, H108, and ever\ person from time to time 
deriving title under a bindlonl and furthei incliiues in resjiect of his sub- 
tenant a tenant who sub-lets any ]>r 4 *mises‘’ . Jn tlie jiresent Bill, the words 
“Every person fioiii time to time deriving title under a landlord and further 
im-ludes in respect of liis .sub-tenaiit a tenant who sub-lets any premises” 
liave }s*en omittial. It lias been argued that the omission of these words 
lends ilsell to the inter]»re(ation that the lights ol the suh-tenants have 
be(>n curtailed. If I ma> sa\ , Sii. that inteiiuetation is nothing but a 
misinterpretat lou. As you shall •^ee. Sir. the substantive provisions about 
sub-b‘tting inetirporated in the Bill in the later clauses are exactly the same 
as in the old Bill and lawful sub-let ling has been allowed in exactly the 
same way as in the old Bill. In this <'lause, those words were, from the 
drafting point of view, considered to be not only unnecessary but confusing. 
A \K'rson who recei\es or is entitled to receivt‘ rent includes a landlord 
receiving rent from his tenants and a tenant receiving rent from his sub- 
tenant. The inclusion f»f the words now omitted will only create confusion 
by making a tenant a lamllord both in relation to his landlord and in rela- 
tion to his sub-tenant. In order to avoid this confusion, the Government 
were advised by tbe higliest legal authorities to omit these words, ns even 
without these words, the definition includes a tenant who receives rent from 
hi.s suh-tenant. I may read out the opinion of the Advocate-General who 
sa>s that the words “any tH‘rson who for the lime being is receiving or 
entitlnl to receive rent” obviously includes a tenant (of a landlord) who 
receives rent from his tenant (the sub-tenant) and the retention of those 
words therefore woubl only create confusion. On the point whether the 
omission of these wonls would in any wav afftH't the rights of the sub- 
tenants given in the Bill as reported by the ^>elect Committee, he holds that 
the Bill as drafted iiow' wilHiot affect the rights of tbe suh-tenants in the 
Bill as reported by the Selhct Committee; on the other bund, it makes it 
clearer and avoids all possible confusion. Sir, it will therefore be clear to 
the House now* that all criticism on this point is unwarrant4?d and unjustified. 
Sir, corresMinding changes had to he made in clause 2{S) and you will not 
now find there the following words which were to be found in the Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee, namely, a tenant “further includes in 
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reroect of anj tenant or a sub-tenant who sub-lets any pmumscs, bjs 
tenant’'. But here ajraiu the definition of the tenant has been conaiderea 
wide enough to include a sub-tenant and these words have been, on ^the 
above grounds, considered to be unnecessary. Now, Sir, having tried to 
remove the misconcepti* that the rights given to the sub-tenants in the 
old Bill have been ta^cen away in the present Bill even in the slightest 
degree, 1 shall now proceed to refer to the only other change inude in the 
Bill, in clause 18 of the old Bill provision was made for suits below the 
value of Ks. 2,000 could be filed either in the Original Side of the High 
Court or the Small Causes Court. Sir, it has been considered to be dithcult 
for poor tenants to fight out a case if it is filed in the lligli Court. Sir, it 
was not the intention of the Select Committee to peniiit unnecessary litiga- 
tion. In order to afford relief to the tenants, therefore, that clause has 
now been redrafted— the present clause is clause 10 so that such suits may 
be instituted in the Small Cau.ses (^ourt only. 1 think the House will 
pardon me if I miv that if this clause is pas.stnl, the House may take legiti- 
mate pride in affording genuine relief to tlie tenants l>y saving them from 
unnecessary expenses nnd difficulties, bir, 1 shall not refer to tlie other 
changes, w'hich are merely verbal in nature. But 1 shall refer t(' one other 
critioi.sm that has heoii made in the press. It relates to clause 11(h), the 
provision relating to suh-letting. It lays down that evi(‘tion of the tenant 
will }»' pcnuissihle on the ground that the tenant 1ms sub-let the whole or 
major portion fd the premises and for more than six montljs or lie has not 
suh-let the premises in any manner in contravention of the terms of a con- 
tract in writing expressly prohihiting such .sub-letting or transfer. That 
means, that wliere tliere is no written contract proliibiting .sueli Hub-letting, 
the tenant can ^uh-let for six months a minor portion of the premises. Two 
criticisms Imve api>eare(i on this point. First, the period is too short; 
secondly, the right of suh-letting lias been given with too great limitations. 
I must again ^ay that .such criticism is unwarranted and unjustified. 

What is the idea heiiind this jirovision? 'Fhe idea is that all genuine 
residents will be given protection under tbe Act. Now. it tlie Ituiaiil him- 
self re.sides, he is protected. If he sub-lets according to llie above 

provisions, he is also protected. I’lider thi** elaiiM‘ he will he in n position 

to suh-lei for six months in ea.H<*s of emergency. That < u!iU(*t he said to he 

a short ynudod. Hut when* the tenant suh-let-% (he major part of the 

premises and for more than six months, then it becomes his business »‘oneern 
and be is earning a middleman s profit. W liat is the provision in that easeP 
According to tliis clause, he will in that case he evicted, hut not so the actual 
occupants, namely, the* sub-tenaiits. The suh-tenants will then become 
direct tenants under the landlords. May 1 ask what is the justification for 
affording protection to the middleman who makes a profit out of nothing F 
Sir, 1 have no apology tc» make in imtting forward the opinion I strongly 
hold that in these cases the (iovernmeni would W ipiite justified in allowing 
the tenants to be evicted and the suh-tenants taking their place and thus he 
saved from the additional rent they had to pay to the landlord. Bir, it 
seemed strange to me to find those who were arguing on behalf of the 8ul>- 
tenants finding fault with this clause which in reality gives benefit to the 
sub-tenanta themselves. 

Sir. one word more and T finish. I sincerely believe and hope that this 
Bill will give protection to the much-harassed tenants and sub-tenants of the 
province but I must .say that even this Bill will offer no Tiermanent solution 
of the problem. The fact is that there is a very great shortage of housing 
accommodation in Calcutta and other municipal areas. This problem can- 
not ultimately he solved without building more houses. The Government 
are alive to this problem and are trying to do as much as possible in the face 
o! very great difficulties about building materials. This is not the occasion 
to raise that bigger questionjaow, and the Government will be only too glad 
to taie the House into confidence if and when such opportunity arises and 
tell the House what they have been able to do and what they have not been 
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able to do iirtbin direction. But so long as the shortage remains, it shall 
be the endeavour of the Government to see to it that those unfortunate 
people who have been forced to flock to the cities are given such protection 
us they deserve and 1 hope this Bill will give that protection. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was in the Select 
Committee when this Bill which was before the Hou.se last session was being 
(;onsifiered by the Committee and I must say 1 am in general agreement with 
tlje provisions of this Bill. But I take this opportunitv, Sir, to bring to 
your notice the penal provihion.s that*ntfach to those landlords wlio accept 
premium or salami. It ha> been pnttided, in s<>rtion 40, 1 think, that the 
nft’eiice is c(jgiiisahle and nf)n-hailable. I submit that the offence .should be 
made ]>ailahle, for that might as well be a discouragement to those land- 
loi'd.s wild liarass tenants and who will not allow the tenants in unless they 
pay the salami or pnunium. But, Sir, by making the offeiiee non-bailable 
jt can^eM more jiaroship than is desired. After all a landlord is a man of 
some substance, Ik* has got a house in (^alcuttu ami iheiefore tliongli we 
liave made it a ei’iminal (»ftence it should imt be at par with the other 
criminal offences \shicli are cognisable and non-bailable. I w’ould therefore 
re(|ueHt tin* (fovernmeut lo accept the propo>ed amendment to clause 4U. I 
am of opinion I hat the offence sliould he made cognisable inasnimdi as the 
police shonlfl la* able io take cognisance and submit eliarge-sheets and adopt 
other procedure in gciK'ial in such eas(‘s, hut the police should he allowed 
to hail the landlords out. I think this i> ()nl\ just and fair and I liope the 
Hon'hle Minister will a(‘ct*pt the amendmt*nt. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE; Mr. Speaker. Sii. wc havu* just 
heard tlic flou’hlc Mini>lcr giving the bright features in the Bill. Of the 
new additions that have been made, the outstanding one is that the salami 
monc.N will now la* ^hal(•d hv the laiidhud ami the tenant ol the first degree. 
Man\ of the tenants who huvt* ]a*en clamouring against the landlord w'ill be 
satisfied now l»y a share in tin* .ailami. I find that no n*lief lui'i been given 
to those landlords who entered into a least* ot their jiremises tor a period 
of twenl> lt> thirty >ears during the year 19‘Jo ami HfflO. Sir, those were 
years ot tlepiession ami rents were low. The depression has now disappeared 
but file lent rt'inain the same. 'Fhese leases havt* (‘Xpired, but the landlords 
cannot im‘r«*ase rent t'Xeept tin* .statutory im rease umler this Act. I tried to 
move an amendment in the Select Committee to this effect. Perhaps there 
I could not make myself understood. My intention was that such a Bill 
should he luougiit forward which will at least g-ive some concession to the 
house owners so lliat the situation in the city might he ea.sed and those 
house owners who were reluctant to let out tlieir houses at a low rent may 
now readily (omc forward. It the house owners are given today a fair and 
just rent nian^ of the houses whicli are now vmant or which are let out to 
their own i»eople ina\ he let out to genuine teuauts at fair rent. Sir, an 
increase of (ij per cent, has l»een allowed to landlords who get a rent below 
Rs. ui). but one-twelflli of the annual rental has got to l>e spent on repair 
of I he premises during the year. While the landlord gets only {){ per cent, 
increase in rent, he on the other hand is asked to S|>eml ^ per cent, on 
repair during the year. What is the gain. Sir? It would nave been much 
iH'tter if the tenant had l>een left to pay Rs. 50 and let off without an 
iucrea.se and the landlord had been let off without being asked to spend 8i 
wr <ent. on repair. Instead a substantial increase of rent ought to have 
been grunted in the ca.se of those big tenants who pay a reut of over Rs. 500. 
Business concerns whicli eati pay a monthly rent of Rs. 500, they can even 
pay more. If this Bill provide.s a higher jiercentage in the case of those 
tenants who are paying Ks. 500 or more and givevS concession to those who 
pay less than Rs. 100, that would have been some relief to the poorer' 
tenants. Houses with rents of Rs. 50 downw'ard are inhabited by poorer 
nlasses of people whose earning is very limited. So an increase would be 
heavy so far as they are concerned. Another relief which has been provided 
in tlie Bill for the benefit of house owners was the payment of rent direct 
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instead of to the Rent Controller. Rent case takes a long time and whemyou 
institute a case against a tenant in the Small Cause Court, payment by 
instalment is awarded. Rent aciMimulates from month to montn and at the 
end heavy accumulation results in loss. Some provision should have been 
made to stop this instalment system. 

Sri d. C. CUFTAC I believe Janab Rafique was a member of the Select 
Committee ! 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: But you have made material altera- 
tions in the Bill. If a tenant defaults* and if he fails to pay three months’ 
rent he is liable to be ejected but, im that case the landlord loses all the 
rents of the three months. If he realises those three months’ rent from the 
incoming tenant, you term that as a ,< 0 / 0 w/. These are the questions which 
should have been considered by the Hon’ble Minister and .some ehange here 
and there would have given relief to the landlord. 

1 refer to cognizable ami non-bailable offences under <*Iause 40. So far 
as 1 understand “non-bailable’’ offences are those where it is apprehended 
that the man may run awa\ . That is how I umlerstand the word. If an 
• iffence is mm-bailable, it is intended that the man should not run away 
and for this purpost* the ottenee is ina<le iion-hailable. But landlords have 
trot immoNable privperties and interests and they cannot afford to run uwa\ . 

rill' motion of the ll<in'ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinha that the West 
Bengal Premis^vs Kent Control (TemporarN l*rovisions) Bill, 1048, be taken 
iiit(» consideration, was then )»ut ami ugr<*<*d to. 


(lau»e /. 


'I'lie (juestmii timt clause 
agreed t(». 


do .Ntand part ot the Bill was then put and 
(’luusv 


8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 
line'. I ami o. after the words ami figur 
the utjrds “of the tenant” l)c iinerted. 



Th« Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I it 

The motion was then put ami agre<‘d to. 

Ihe questiou that clause a-, amended, do vtand part of the Bill 
then put and agreed to. 

( hi use J. 


"* 

dhiuse 4. 

('la use -5. 

agreed*^ to 1’“' 


( la use (L 

agn^yto'"^***"" P"* 

Clause 7, 

Sri 0. N. MUKHERJI: .Sir, 1 Wg to rnoTo that in clause '(/)— 

(a) in Hne 1 ^r the words “has been paid” the words “or deposited” 
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(h) in line 17, after the words “such payment” in the two places where 
they occur, tlie words “or deposit” Wdnserted; 

(c) in line 19, after the word “received” the words “or to whose credit 
such deposit was made” he inserted; % 

{d) in line 20, after the words “so paid” the words “or deposited” he 
inserted. 


I also move that in clause 7{2), in line 5, after the words “was paid” the 
words “or deposited,” he inserted. - j;, 


The Hon’bie 8ri BIMAL CHANtiUtA 8INHA: May I explain that the 
object of these amendments is only to clarify the position, namely, the word 
“payment” means also the rent that is deposited with the Rent Controller. 
In order to clarify tliis lacuna these amemlments hav^ been introduced and 
I ac<‘ept these. 

The motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in clause 7(7) — 


(n) in line 1 after the words “has l>een paid” 
he inserted; 


th« words “or deposited 




(h) in line 17, after the words “such payment” in the two places where 
they occur, the words “or deposit” he inserted; 

(c) ill line 19, after the word “received” the words “or to whose credit 

such dejiosit was made,” \w inserted; 

(d) in line 20, after the words “so pai<l” the words “or deposited” be 

inserted, 


\\as tli(‘n put and agreed to. ^ 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 7(.^), in line o, after 
the words “was paid” the words “or deposited,” he inserted, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Tile (jiiestion that clause 7, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and ajrreed to. 

Cluvse S. 


The (piestion that clause <S do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
ajyreed to. 


Chtiisc 9 . 


The (|uestion thal ('lan.^e 9 do stand part of tlie Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, 1 lK*g to move that in clau.se 10, 
line 9, afttu- the words “the ca.se” the words “provided that such date shall 
in no event he after the date of the institution of the proceedings before the 
Rent Controller” he inserted. 

This (daUM’ 10 deals with the date on which the Rent Controller shall fix 
the standard rate of rent. The clause is not very clear. We have got 
experience of cases pending before the Rent Controller for months and 
months and the standard rent is fixed from the day when the order is passed. 
If the pointed attention of the Rent Controller is drawn to the date of 
injititution. he expresse.s his iiiahilitv on account of ambiguous provision in 
the Act. The result is tha(^ landlords lose large sums of money and tenants 
also suffer when stamlard tjents are fixed. So. Sir, I move this amendment 
that in no case the date should he after the date when the case is instituted 
either by the landlonl or bv the tenant be<'ause at the time when a case is 
instituted, a tmiaut or laiuMord is entitled to get either enhanced rent or 
reduced rent. There are many ea.'tes which tnke months and months to be 
disposed of on account of the interested party. So, it would be fair, jtxst 
and tHiuitable that the landlord or the tenant shall be entitled to get the 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


1948. j 

enliauctHl or rediued rout from the date when the case was instituted or any 
other date Ijefore that iiil^titution which the Kent Controller may think fit. 
I hope the Hon’hle Minister in charge will accept it. I need not have gone 
into the question because the Hon’ble Minister himself is a Bamindar and 
realise.^ the diffi<‘ulti<i« of the landlords and tenant^. There are several cases 
in wh ich the IJ^t Controller perhaps under the impression that the stand- 
ard rent wa^ to run tnim the date of the order of the Rent Controller ordered 
Oiat the enlianced or reduced rent should he paid front the date of the order. 
I jVel that a temfiat or landlord is entitled to relief from the date of 
institution of the rasi*. 

Sri D. N. MUlCHERJI: Sir, I lM‘g to move that in clau.se 10, line 9, 
after th<' woiaN “of ihe case” the words “hut shall not he siihsequent to the 
date on which the appHi’alion under section 9 is made” be in.serted. 

The Hon'bie Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Sir, I aiaeiit the logic 
-l)f Mr. Hafique ])ut tj»e Jtiiiguage <d‘ Mr. 1). X. Miikberji. Therefore I 
accept the latter mnendment. 

The motion of Shaik Midiainud Rafi({iie that in clausi* 10, lim‘ 9, after 
the word> “the (‘ase” the words “provided that Hindi date shall in no event 
he aft<*r the date of the institiiti<»n of the proceedings before the Rent 
Cotit roller” lx* inserted, was In leave of the Ilotise withdrawn. 

The motion ot Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in tdaii-si* 10, line 9. after the 
woids “of the ca^c” the words “hut .shall not be subsequent to the date on 
whnh the appliiation under section 9 is made” be inserted, was then put 
ami agrce<l to. 

The (]in*^tinn that clau'^e 10, as aniemled, do stand part of the Rill, was 
tlicii put and agre^xl to 

Chiisc II. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: i beg to move that in (daiiHO ll(i)- 
line 1, ter the words “six months” the words “four months” l>e 
sulistituted 

Sir. tile addititiij ot tlll^ snh-» laUM' wa^ intended for the tenants w'ho had 
t(» gn out ot the cit\ tor a < haugi* for a period of three monthvS, esi>ecially 
t)io>e wdio j>nMi‘ed on home leavt*. The maximum leave which a servioe- 
holder earns i> three months at tlo* utnio-»t, and .so if lie wants to suh-let hi® 
flat or his houM^ to a tenant for that period he should he allowed to do so. 
The other section'^ ]Moliihitiiig sub-letting shall not be applicable to him. 
That was the idea, ami so I think that insteail of having six months, four 
months will suftice. I do not knmv if (lovernment allow’s anybody to go on 
leave for more than tlirv-e months at the niuximnm. My fears are that this 
section will be abused ami misused. lM*cau.se for tlie first six months fhe 
laiolloril will not know that it ha" Iweii sub-let. .lust aftiT five months he 
will come to know and the tenant will take advantage of this section and 
intimate to the landlord that it has Iwen recently let. At least something 
ought to have been pnaided that the tenant should inform the landlord 
immediately he sub-lets tiiat portion of his premises under this section or 
that he shall not be able to sub-let it for a p<*riod of more than four months." 
I do not understand the logii' fd six immths, because if the IRui’lde Minister 
remembers it was only to give help and facilities to those gentlemen who 
were proceeding on leave, and it was with that intention that this cluuee 
was inserted. 

8ri il. C. GUPTA: .Sir, I liavp jjot an aiiiciidineDt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: la it on this very clause on which Mr. Rafiqtie has 
moved his amendment? 

8H 4. G. GUPTA: Yes, Sir. I have got a short-notice amendment to 
move. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I tiavr just rpceiveil the short-notice amendment of 
Sri J. C. Gupta and it has not heen circulated to the House. 

Scnab MO. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, since it comes frouj^Sri J. C. Gupta 
we accept it, (Laughter.) 

Sri il. C. GUPTA: I am much obliged. 

The Hon’bie Sri KiRAN 8ANKAR ROY: That goes against him. 

Sri J. C. GUPTA: 1 beg to move tba^^'in proviso {h)h) to clause 11(7) 
for the words “a period exceeding .six months” the words “more than six 
conseiutive months” be substituted. 

Sir, tliis amendment is neees.sary, because it nniv be a subject-matter of 
legal (juibble that jirohibition will only operate if there is sub-letting for a 
jierioil of six montlis ami not if I lie sub-letting is done month by month 
exceeding six months. Jn order to remove that eonfusion, I am propo.sing 
that, and J hope the Hon’ble Minister will ac( ept it. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, .since it has been 
moved by Sri J. (\ Gupta and unanimously acce^ited by the 0]>position and 
even Sri Jyoti Rasu has not ojijiosed it, I accept the amendment. 
(Laughter. ) 

The molioTi of Sliaik Mohamad Hatiipie that in clause lJ(/)(h)(/), 
line 1, for thi‘ words “six months” tiie words “four months'* be substituted, 
was by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Sri L (’. Gupta that in jiroviso {h){n to ilause 11(7) 
for the words “a period exceeding six months" tlu* w’ords “more tlian six 
consecutive months" he substituted, was then jmt and agrei*d to. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 beg to move that m 
clau.se ll(/), item (/;) be omitted. 

Sir, the object of the amemlmeut is not to give wi<ie power to tlie land- 
lord to put the tenant into tiouble on whatener ground he likes. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 accept the amend, 
ment. 

The motion of Sri Hemant.i Kumar Rasu that in ilati.se 11 (/K item (.<;) 
be omitt(‘d, was then put and agreed to. 

Sri O'. N. MUKHERJI: Sii, I beg to move that clause 11(71 be 
omitted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, this amemlment is 
cons»‘<juent ial to tlie previous amendment and 1 acce}>t it. 

Tile motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherjee that (daiise ]](2) be omitted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

# Sri D» N. MUKHER4I: Sir, I beg to move that in danse 11(7), 
lilies }) ami 10, for tlie words “the tenant would have held under the land- 
lord" (he words “such person would have held under the tenant” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ma.V'^ 1 draw the attention of Government to 
clau.se 11 (/O where it is statvd that “where the tenant has sub-let, or other- 
wise transferml his interest in. the premises — 

(i) for a period exceeding six months and to the extent either of the 
whole or a major portion of the premises ” 

Now, suppose with the consent of the landlord sub-letting is done for a 
period exceeding six months and to the extent of the whole or a major 
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portion of the premises what will happen. As a matter of fact, there waa 
a provision in this reg'ai^tl in the Onlinance that is in existence at^ the 
present moment. The words “with the consent of the landlord in writing*^ 
which were in 4he Ordinance have been omitted in this Bill. I do not know 
whether this has been done deliberately or is merely an omission. So, I 
want to know the exact position. 

The Hon’bit Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In that case I do not 
think he ••an be evicted. Please Jook at clause ll(b)(//). 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 tind in clause ll(b)(//) that if there be a leas© 
prohibiting sub-letting and if he sub-lets then be is liable to be evicted, 
whereas ?<ays that if there is .snb-letting excmling 0 months of a 

major p(»rlion of a house or of the entire house in that case the tenant is 
liable to be evu ted. 

1 am putting the (juestioii, if the sub-tenant has been taken in for more 
than (i months but with the comment of the landlord, then this clause does 
not protect those Cases also. 

Janab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, may I suggest that we may 
a<lj(iiirn for player and fn the nitsinlime the Hon'ble Minister may come to 
a ilccision on this ])oint I** 

^Thc Hvuse wa.H then adjourned for tiiteen minutes.) 

( .\ jivv Oiljoununeuf.) 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, 1 am considering 
the ]»oint raided h> ym. I am grateful to yon, Sir, for having raised this 
point. A> tlii* (MUiHideration of tiiis point will take some more time, I 
would >uggeHt tfijit wv inighf proceed with the considerntion of the other 
clauses ot the Hill in the meantime. I .^hall let v<ni know the position 
sometime later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. Then ue take up clause PJ. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, can one (dause be hehl over when 
the other idause.s will be taken uji? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ves, there is no haim in it. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, other <dause.s may have a bearing 
on this I lause or this < laiise ma\ liave a bearing on soim* other clause. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that difficulty will arise. Rut if such 
a diffii'ulty arises then that (lause also will be held over. 

Mrs. E. M. RICKETTS: Sji, do we understand tliat th(‘ whole ( lause 
is l>ei ng held oxer Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, thi.s point only. Next clause, ^ 

Clause 12. 

Sri 8USIL KUMAR BANERJEE: As Sri Dhirendra Nurayanf 
Mukhe i.ii ij. ndt lipiv may I iiiovt' tlic ameniliiieiit i>taii(lin,f in lii. nain**!' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yctt, \nu may movt- it aa your ahorl-notire aincndment. 

Sri SUSIL KUMAR BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in 
(lau.se lines 2 to ti, for the words “if for three consecutive months 

after any rent payable by a tenant in respect of any premises has accrued 
due the tenant fails to pay or deposit such rent m accordance with the 
provisions of this A<'t“ the words “if a tenant fails for three (onaecutive 
months to pay or dejjosit in ac('ordance with the provisions of this Act any 
rent payable by hkn in respect of any premises w'hich has accrued due after 
the commencement of this Act” be substituted. 
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Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Is it a short-notice amendment, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It was an amendment standing in the name of Sri 
Bhirendra Naraj^an Mukherji, but as he is not present at the moment I 
have allowed Sn Susil Kumar Banerjee to move it as a short-notice amend- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, may I explain this 
sljort-notice airiendment? This amendment is a formal amendment. It 
seeks to clear up the lacuna that exists ifl clause 12. The question is the 
date from which the three months will be counted. These three months 
%vill be cmmteil after the commencement of the Act. Only this portion is 
added. It has been made clear by this amendment that after three months^ 
expiry since the commencement of the Act the tenant shall not be deemed 
to he a tenant if he has defaulted. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: May 1 know what is the provisioftjj' 
against cases where rents for the last six months are due and if the party 
deposits it with the Rent Controller? 

The Hon’ble 8r| BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: As regard.s arrears, that 
has also been provided in llie Bill. 

The motion of Sri Susil Kumar Banerjee that in clau.se 12{t3), lines 2 to 
b, for the words “if for three con.H<‘cutive months after any rent payable by 
a tenant in respect of any premises has accrued due the tenant fails to pay 
or deposit such rent in accordance with tlie provisions of thi.s Act” the 
words “if a t^enant fails for three consecutive months to pay or deposit in 
accordance with the provision.s of this Act any rent payable by him in 
respect of any premises which has accrued due after the commencement of 
this Act” 1)0 substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that (dause 12, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

(Ittusr V]. 

8ri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: Sir. 1 beg to move that in clause 13, 
line 4, for the word “ten” the word “five ’ he substituted. 

Sir, the object of my amendment is to shorten the period of ten years 
and rediK'o it to five \ear.s during which the tenants can claim benefit under 
section 1 1 . 

The Hon*ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, may I say that the 
Act provide.s for ten years, and the object ot tlie amendment is to reduce it 
to five ><^urs. If the word “five” is substituted for the word “fen” the 
purpose of this provision will he largelv frustrated. 1 mav therefore say that 
it the honourable iiKunber moves a short-notiee amendment substituting 
“seven” for “ten”, I am preparetl to aecepi it. 

8ri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: In that case. Sir, I am prepared to 
withdraw the motion I have just mov<*d, 1 ]»eg to move that in clause 13, 
line 4, for the word “ten” the word “seven be substituted. 

8h«ik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
sentence be added to clause 1*1 at the end, namely: — 

“In evicting such tenants the .court shall direct symbolical possession to 
be given to the landlord by,^tbe attornment of the sub-tenants direct to 
him.” 

Sir, 1 am thankful to the Hon’ble Minister for accepting the previous 
amendment reduciiiff the j»eri()^d from ten years to seven. ^ 

leases were entered into in 1935 and they expired in 1945 when the Rent Act 
was in operation. Those landlords who had let out the premises at 
abnormally low rent were getting only ten per cent, increase of the original 
rent. 
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Now, Sir, 80 far as my amendment is concerned, this clause in the Bill 
is not very <‘lear. If I institute a case ajfainst a tenant who was a lessee 
before anci if the court holds that he should vacate the premises, then 
a}thou|rh my suh-tenant l>ec‘omes my tenant, I do not know how to realise 
the rent from my suh-teiiaiit. If the lessee ^ pl*^"® tricks in collu- 
sion with the sub-timant, there is nothing hy which 1 can force the sub- 
tenant to pay the rent direct to the suj^erior landlord. That is why I move 
that the court shall pass orders and give aymholical possession of the 
premises to the landlord and th^n the sub-tentaut shall become directly the 
tenant of the superior landlord. If the Hon'ble Minister convinces me that 
the provisions of the Bill are quite clear on the point I am prepared to 
witiulraw my amendment. 

The Hon’bte Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I may 
tell Janah Rati({ue that his amendment is unnecessary. In view of the fact 
that the suh-tenants become tenants and that there are . provisions for 
IfTealisation of rent from tenants tlio.se provision.s will automatically apply to 
sub-tenants when they become tenants. If they become tenants they will 
come under tlid operation of those provisi4>ns which lay down that a tenant 
must pay under such and such eoiiditions rents to the landlord. Therefore 
this amendment that the court will first tfive symbolical po.ssession to the 
landlord and then pul the sub-tenant in tTie position of a tenant will be 
a circuitous process which we cannot acc ept. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFtQUE: In view of I lie as.surauee given hy the 
Hon’hle Minister, Sir. 1 be^' leave to withdraw my amendment. 

8ri SUSIt KUMAR BANERdEE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 13, 
line 13, after the words “provi.sion.s of this Act'’ the words “and thereupon 
the pn)vis!i>ns of the proviso to suh-seetion (^} of section 11 shall apply" 
be abided. 

The moticii ot Sii Hemanta Kumar Basil that in clause 13, line 4, for the 
word “ten” the word “five” be substituted, was then by the leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

The motion of Slinik Mohamad Ba(}(|U4‘ that the following sentence be 
added to elaii.se 13 :it tlie end, namely: — 

“In e\i(ting siidi tenanis tiie court shall ilireci symboliiuil pos.session 
to Ih* given to the landlord b,\ the attornment of the sub-tenants 
direct to him.” 

was tlieii b> tlie leave of ilie House witlidrawn. 

The motion of Sri Hemanta Kumar Basil that in clause 13, lim* 4, for tho 
word “ten” the word “seven” be substituted, was then j»ut ami agreisl to. 

The motion of Sri Susil Kumar Banerj<-e that in clause 13, line 13, after 
the words “provisions of this Act” the wonls “and tliereupon the orovisions 
ot the jiroviso to suh-^^ection (•/ > of •section 11 shall apply” he aoded, was 
tlien put and agreed to. 

The question that claus<* 13. as amended, do stand ]»art of tin* Bill, w'aa 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 14, 

The question that clause 14 do atarid part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed fo. 

Clause /o. 

M 8U8IL KUMAR BANERdEE: Sir, I beg to move that in tlie 
proviso to clause 15, line 3. for the words “up to” the word “by” be 
euhstitutod. 

Tht BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept the amend* 

ment. It is only a grammatical amendment. 
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Maik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: 8ir, I l)e|f to luove that in clause 15, 
lines 5 and 6, for the words “the building or re-huilding of the premises is 
not commenced” the words “the demolition or building or re-^builaing of the 
premises is not (rjiiiuienced within a period of six months” be substituted. 

8ir, this clause provides that in case a landlord wants his premises to 
be vacated for the purpose of building or re-building he must commence the 
building operations or the re-building operations within two months from 
the date of such vacation of the premi.ses. It is not possible, Sir, as it 
would be seen, ])ecause here two provisions are made, ojie where the land- 
lord Wants the preinises to be vacated for tlie ])iirpo»e f>f construction and 
the other where the lamllonl wants the huilding to be vacated for his own 
use, and, Sir, for both these operations two months’ time has been provided. 

1 think tli(‘ tune was intended for cases when* the premises were required 
by the landlord tor liis j^ersonal use, making it imperative to oecu]»y the 
premises within a period of two months. That is quite fair. Hut in ea.se 
w'here the landlord wants the premises to be vacated and wants to demolish 
it and re-l»uild it, a jmriod of two months is not sufficient, because after the 
tenant has vacated he would reejuire .some time to make arrangements for 
materials and for demolition. In that cast* at least six montlis’ time should 
be given to the landlord so that he may pull down his jiremises and start 
re-building opera! iotis. A periotl of two months is not sufficient. He w'ill 
havt* to run lo the I 'oiporation. He will have to make arrangements for 
nmsons and bu\ materials and run to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
(Jivil Suiiplies for cement, which, as \o\i know, is not available so readily. 
Even if he goes to the black-maiket for llie purpose it will take some time. 

1 ho))e in case where the huilding has to be ])ulled dowui or the le-bnildiug 
operation has to 1m* commenced, at least six months’ time should be given 
to the landlord. After all he is a lo.ser if he does not pull down the 
building and start reconstruction immediately. He cannot realise an\ rent 
and nolKMly will be foolish enough t(» k(‘e]) liis ])remises vacant and not 
start building operations. It would be to his interest to start the 
recoiislructioii and construction <d the building as soon as jmssibte so that 
he ma> «‘itlier gt*l rent or tise I lie pr<*mises foi his own })urpnse. 1 liope, 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister will iii all reasonableness accept this amendment 
wliii'h is very fair and just. 

Jsntb MD# KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Spt‘ak<‘i. Sir, in iisitig to siqiport 
tliis amendm**nt. I shall sa\ this tliat probablx an argument might be 
advanced troin tin* other side of the House that a landlord wisliing to com- 
mence huilding oiM'rations will c<>llect the materials and other things 
l>etiim*s and will start the building operations immediatelv the tenants are 
out of his house Hut, Sir, that is not possible for the simjde reason that 
when an application is put in for materials to tlie various (iovernment 
depaitmeiits, lhe\ will certainl\ emiuire into the requirements and when 
they find that (lu* house is in oitupation, the\ might feel that the landlord 
ma> ()i mas imt commeme building operations oi imiN or may not commence 
repairs. T]u*refore, Sir, the time .sought in the amendment- -six rnonth^— - 
is justified and 1 hope tlie Hon'ble Minister will accejit the amendment. 

Th0 Hon*bi6 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs Sir, the honourable 
members ojiposite are labouring under a mi.sa]>prehension. There are tw^o 
points in Shaik Mohamad Uafique’s amendment. The first ]>oint is that he 
wants to add tin* w'ord “deimdition". Really there is no purpose in atlding * 
the word “demolition”. 

Secondly, lie wants more, Time to Im* given to the laudlords for coniiuenc- 
ing their building operations. Mr. Rafique told abput the black-marketing 
operations — I do not know if he has thorough experience of that — but even 
if he goes to the black-market, he will hardly find materials in six months* 
time. Tliat is why a provision has been made here in the proviso to 
section 15 that the Controller may, on the application of the landiord, 
extend the twriod within which the building or the re-building of 
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|)reniise» is to be conmienced,-xip to two months at a time and six months in 
all. So. 1 think tliut serves the purpose of Mr. Rafique s amendment and 
I hope my proposal is very fair and very equitable and Mr. Raflque will 
kindly withdraw his amendment. 

The motion of Sri Susil Kumar Banerjf>e that in the proviso to clause 15, 
line 3, for the words *‘iip to” the word “hy” be substituted, was then put 
and agreed to. 

The motion of Shaik Mohamad Uafique ihat in (dauw' 15, lines 5 and 6, 
for the words “the building or re-building of the premises is not eommenced’' 
the w^ord.s “the demolition or huilding or re-huilding of the ]>remise8 is not 
(’ommeJKed within a period of six months*’ W substituted, was then put 
and lost. 

Tin* (juestion that (danse 15. as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
tljen put and agreed to. 

Chtusr 10. 

Hie t|uestion that (laiise Hi do stand part of tin* Bill was then put and 
agreed to, 

(htuse 17. 

8ri 8U8IL KUMAR BANERJEE: Sir, 1 heg to move that in 
(lause 17(7), line.s 11 and for the words “if the ground on w’hic’h the suit 
or ju'ooeeding has lieen ha.sed e.xists” the words ‘‘ii there is sufficient cause 
for proceeding with the .suit or pnweeding” he suhstituted. 

The Hon'ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept this 
amendment. 

The motion was then put ami agieed to. 

The (juestion tlmt » luus(‘ 17. as amended, do .stand part of the Bill was 
tiien put and agre<Hl to. 

rbin.’fc 1H, 

The (luestiou that ( lause 18 do stand part of the Bill was^then put and 
agreed to, 

(lause 10. 


The question that clause 19 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clau.se 20. 


The question that clause 20 do .stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 21. 

The question that clause 21 do stand [lart of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 22. 


The question that clause 22 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 23. 


The question fhat clause 23 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 24. 

The question that clause 24 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clanse 26. 

The question that clause 25 do stand part of the Bill was then put an(J 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 26 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(Clause 27. 

8ri 8U8IL KUMAR BANERilEE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 27- 
(i), line 7, after the words “on conviction” the words “in a criminal court” 
be inserted. 

Sir, the purpose of the amendment is clear from the wording of the 
amendment. 


The Hon'bie 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion of p^i Susil Kumar Banerjee that in clause 27(7) j line 7, 
after the words “on conviction” the words “in a criminal court” oe inserted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 27 as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 28. 


The question 
agreed to. 


The question 
agreed to. 


The question 
aj^reod to. 


The question 
agreed to. 


Hint 

clause 

28 

do stand part 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 

and 




Clause 29. 








that 
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of 
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then 

put 

and 




Clause 60. 
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Clause 31. 








lliat 
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31 
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of 
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Rill 

was 

then 
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Clause 32. 









8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
further ^iroviso be added to c^use 32(7), namely: — 

“I^rovided further that no person shall be entitled to the benefit of this 
section if he ha^i not paid the outstanding rent in full under this 
Act”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mur i know from the hohourable memW whether he 
is mpvTng amendment No. 22 or he is nioving his short-notice amendment 
No. 55? 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE; I am going to move No. 55. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please move both of your amendments. 

ShaiK MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: I am now moving amendment No. 65. 

Sir, 1 beg to move tliat to sub-clause {1) of claus^ 32 the* following 
further proviso be adM, namely : — * 

“Provided further that no appeal presented under this sub-section by a 
tenqnt shall be eutertaixMjd unless all arrears of rent payable bj such tenant 
in accordance with the prder of the Controller appealed against has l?©en 
paid or deposited in accordance with the provisions of this Act.” 



77 


^ gover:sment , 

Sir, I beg to witlidraV my amendment Nor 22. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hare you moved that amendment P 

Shtik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Yes; I have moved both thdse amend- 
ments. and I want to withdraw amendment No. 22. 

The motion of Shaik Mohamad Rafique tliat the following further proviso 
be added to idause 32(i), namely:— 

“Provided further that no person shall be entitled to the benefit of this 
section if he has not y)aid the outstanding rent in full under this 
Act”, 


was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I accept amendment 
No. 55. 

Tile motion of Shaik Mohamad Rafique that to sub-clause (1) of clause 
ij2 the following further proviso be added, namely: — 

“Pro\uled further that no appeal presented under tSis sub-section by 
a tenant shall be entertained unless all arrears of rent payable by 
such tenant in accordaiue wiUi the order of the Controller ap|)ealea 
against has heen paid or deposited in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act,” 


was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 32, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 33, 

The qucstifin tliat clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agret'd to. 

Clause 34. 

The qiieslion that clause 34 do stand part of the Bill was then pub and^t 
agreed to. » 

Clause 36. 

The question that clause 35 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(I an sc 3G. 

The que6tion that clause 3h do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. . 

Clause 37. 

The (juestion that clause 37 do stand part of Um Bill was then put a|^d 
agfeed to. 

Chnise 33. 

The question that clau.se 38 do stand part of the Bill was then put an<} 
agreed to. 

Clause 39. 

The question that clause 39 do stand pari of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 40. 


Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I l>ef^ to move that in clans© 40(2), 
line 3, the words ‘*and hoh-bailable’/ be omitted. T understand that the 
GovemAent is going t# accept this; if if in so, Sir, I won’t apeak but, if it 
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is not, I would like to convince the Hon’ible Minister that these words are 

all not neoessary. The Bill contemplates that the landlords who take 
salami should l>e prosecuted and this has been made a cognisable offence. 
So, Sir, ire do not mind it and we agree that if any landlord takes any 
salami lie should be suitably punished in a court of law but, Sir, there 
is no sense in making this offence non-bail;ible because it is quite possible 
that a wicked tenant may dodge' a false complaint on Saturday evening 
against a landlord to have taken salami. On that complaint the landlord 
will be arrested, and that day being a Saturday the next day being Sunday 
Hhe landlord will have no opportunity to run to the court to get a bail. The 
thana officers will not be competent enough to let him out on bail because 
ii 1) as been s])e('ially provided jhat this offence will be non-bailable. The 
result is tliat he will rot in jail for two days. On Monday when he goes 
to the eouri he Avill get a bail. Ouite possibly after the case is proceeded 
with il is found that the Inudbu-d was not guilty. No punishment has been 
provided for sucli tenant. He will go .scot-free and the landlord will have 
to undergo nil this humiliation. 1 hope, Sir, the Minister in charge will 
accept this amendment. 

fri^HEMAI^TA KUMAR BASU: I move that in clause 40(,2), line 3, 
^pr fhe word “non-bailable” die word “bailable” l>^ substituted. 


The Hon’bte Bri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA; Mr Rnfique was, as 
usual, wrong in assuming that the Government will accept bis amendment 
and 1 very strongly ojqiose his amendment, bei aus^^ it is not properl\ worded 
but 1 a(ce]il till* amendment of Mr. Hepianta Kumar Basil. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are >ou then withdrawing your amendment, 
Mr. Ratique^ 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Yey, Sii, 1 am withdrawing my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ls there any objection to Shaik Mohamad Rafique 
withdrawing his amendment? 

(There being up {vbjection the amendment was by leave of the House 
' withdrawn.) 

The amendment f)f Sri Hemanta Kumar Basu that in clause 40(^), 
line 3, for the word “non-bailable” the w’ord “bailable” be substituted was 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 40 aa amended do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. , 

Clautte 41. 

The quefition that clause 41 do .stand part oi the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 42. 

The question that clause 42 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 43. 

The question that clause 43 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


^ Clause 44» 

The question that clause 44 do stand part of the Bill was thep put and 
agreed to.‘ 

, Claim 416.^ ‘ 

’ * The question that clause 4b do stand part o£ t*te Bill was then^ut and 
agreed to. ^ 
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Clauie 46^ 

question that clause 4(5 do .stand part of 4Jte Bill was>en put aojl 
Clause 47. 

agrS®to““‘‘““ P*^^•of-the Bift^as then put and 


Adjournmant, 

T" ‘•fna'U”'!. it .5:^25 pjn. fill 3-30 p.m. on ThursdA 
e September, 1948, at the Assemlbly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceediligi of tlie West Bengal Legislative Asiembly assembled 
^ ‘ "'liii^er the provistc^s the Government df India Act, 193S, 
. as adapted. 

The AssEM«Mfcffcei in {be Assembly^ House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 23r(l September, 1948, at 3-30 $.ni. 

Present : 

Mr. Speaker (tli^ Hon’ble Sri l8w\ft Das JALA^’) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and Members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer wa# given) 

Issue and renewal of licenoos for fire-arms. 

•90. «ri ANNADA PRASAD CHOWDHURyi Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge ot the Home Depsu tmept be pleased to staie-^ * 

, ^ (a) the naift^ of the applicauts for the issue and renewal of licences, 
for poasiflsion of (i) guns or rifles, (ii) revolver* or pistole, 
district by di^rict, in West Bengal during the period jfeom the 
Kith August, 1947, to the 3l8t January, 1948; ^ 

46) the names of those who»e applications foy, renewoi or new fesue of 
^ such licences vtere .granted ; 

(c) the principle, if any, followed in the determination of |he eligibility 
for the possession of sucb liceno^; 

((/) whether the police report regarding the political views or activities 
<d' the applicants befoic the loth August. ]!)47, is luje of the 
considerations fdr detennining such eligibility; ^ 

(e) whether the contribution made or proposed to !«* made by the 
applicants to any fund approved by tiie issuing authority, if any, 
is one of the criteria for ascertaining the eligibility; and 

(/) whether GoverUmenl have issued or propose to issue any comprehen^ 
sive instructions to the issuing authoritica,. regarding tbe grant m 
licence for flre-arma? * 

MINISTER in ohargt of tti# HOME DEPARTMENT (the HonSii# 
wJ Kirill Sinkir Roy)S la) and (^) Government cousftler that the time 
and InhpUf rcQuired in collecting iuforuiatiou (»n the^c potnts "will V otft 
of proportion to the result. ^ Be.sulcs, it would not be in the puldic interest 
to oisclese that information. , * . # 

Tht* grant of licences is »o veined byr the bread principle Uiat arms 
epd amimlHitipii mflUt not be allowed to falfinto the bauds ol mwtess jhjopif^ 
and far this purpose facbus «iu*h ps igemiihP ijecessity, status, character, 
fitness iw 4he use of fir^anne,^Hubili% of, tha uppUcanI and absence of any 
iisifot “^misuse 'or neglige^ io*^ of weapon We. taJwn ipto ( ousidprAtiou. [ 
mwy aW^dd io tliis that^eo^ar as iasuing^W ikajice^^)! g«ns*i4 c^>Ae»rned 
We hgVe bpen very liberal; so far as^eyTOors are cohered, been 

rathw oafltious. ‘ ^ * 

political Tjewis an4 Jotivtjties in^vidnal 

m pkipf* loth AiUgUvSt^ 947, are no cougideffatipns tor dW^^rmupigg his 
tof; a ^licence uuleit thPse views ihd ^activitie# ore cSiMiiered 
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prejudicial to the iuterefiis and 8 aft?ty of the Indian^ploll under exieling 
conditions and of the maintenance of law and Siepa are tnken 

to superst^ie certain iilet ructions issutnl W preVfooi^ GoverntiaeOls widll A»» 
inconsistent with the present policy of Go^Ommeni^ ^ 

(^) ^0- * 

4 /) There are existing instruc^ons. GoTemment cohaidering the 

issue of Iresh instructibns to all Ildenaing authorities gaining their present 
policy nINmit the gfant of licences for fire-anus. 

SIwik MOH^AQ RAFiqUEi WiW.iht Hon^hle Minister ho pleased 
to ^tate if the licences ot 38 oore ^revolvers. ar 6 being cancelled F 

TIm Honlilt iri4CfRAN JMNKAR ROY S I wnnt?n()tice. 

^HAMf 0 tlAFIQUE: Will the HoirU>le Minister he please^ 
to stu^ w hether there have been more cancel hit ion of gim licenci|p t# 
Muslims than it used to be in previous yearsF 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAIS iANKAR ROYs I cannot answer in Setail, 
but no gun licence has been cancelled simply becausST the holder was a 
Muslim.. * 


Srf JYOTI BASU:^ Will tlie Hon’ble Minister he pleasctl tg state what 
is exactly the definitigu bf “lawless people*’? ^ ^ 

The Hon’bie |ri KIRAN SANRAR HOY: People- who ^aie likely. tiv 

take to violence. ^ 

Sri iYOTI BA8U; With regard to the last aOsw#^, how is the Goij^ertM'* 
m«il to knoM from tlic names and other detajs gf the^ applicants as |o ^ 
whether iliey are likely yp future to resort to violence? * ^ 

T!ia Hoii’bleBri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYl Kobody can say uboiTt the I 
futurOT hut the past record of every applicant hi senitinipeil before the 
license is issued. •/ 

d||uib MD. KHUBA BUKH8H t With rcferenco to answer (/)J^ameIy, 
“Government are uUo cousiderirt'g the issue oj fresh instructions 4o all 
Iiconsing ttUthqrities regarding their policy abotti the gruAl o| licences tor " 
fire-arms^’, will the Uon^hle Minister be pleased to indicate the trend of 
the present policy? ♦ ^ 

The Hon*bte trf KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: It is aifiirnli to give p. 
•eneral replj^, httt as I have stated we have gii%ii vet^l instrufetioiis ta 
Magiibmtes in three C4)u|ereiicas to he lilierel nhohttissuii^ gun liceu;^" ^ 
but |l>tiul revolvers we have ask^ them t# b# cautipui. We have lisbf4 / 
them not to be too stri(‘t ab^ iiUMuue-iax an^ other* flings. Wa worn J/* 
likk the people to hnve guns if that does not go against the interest of^w 
I5ate.% - ^ ^ 

^ 8«l PRA||AtHA BATH BABOYOPADHYA k 4Y TO 

cq si jpi*^3pTO!!i ’SPf CTO ♦rfioftl efttn Ififti r ^ *' , 

TNi 8n klSAN^AHkAir R|[|Ys d 

c»r^ Sv vo|[ ^ mu. Isun wcf >rA Ipwi llhanit 

rs^n Sfwi fvcTOi vfi 

TOCf5? ^rpa lai^css to geriliineliccesfflty, Ai^wster 

Sri JOfRU^MNlMf II 9 V 4 ^ SW/ 

toRi .WWi ^‘<|g|^nt trii fOR, jWilBt 
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ilanab MD. KHUDA BUKHSN: Arisirto- out of the Hon'hle Minister', s 
anflWei tlwit (loteiunient is liberal in issuing lieein es f)t ^uns, i>, the Hon'hle 
Minisler :i\ear(' that uuus are nut avail. ihle in the itiarket*'' 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: 1 am auaiv ui it 

Janab MD, KHUDA BUKHSH: Will the Hon'hle Mmistei he please<l 
to slate what ^te(>s lie has taken to see th.it more guii.s aie available in 
Eahutla'' 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: J am .itraid, the Govern- 
ment cannot do an\ thing in the matter. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill| 

1948. 

Chiu^t ]]. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

must first otter my gratitude to \ou ioi having drilwii the attentiou ot 
Guvernmeni to an auumal} so lai as the diatting oi this clause is eon- 
ceriied. I have examined the clause, and L nia\ declare that it is not the 
intiMition (d Goveirimeiit to set at naught the contract which m.i\ liave 
permitted tenanis to let out premises to suh-tenaiits. The onlv jirovihiou 
is in suh-seetiou (J). In aeeordanee with that view and in ordej to clear 
the anomals, I umlerstaml a short-notice amemlincnt lias been tabled by 
th(‘ Ghief Whip, ami if be mo\(‘s the aimuidmeiit, 1 shall be j)r(‘j>ared ut 
ncci'jit it 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sii, I beg to iiiovi' that in sub-parag? .ij»b (/) 

ot paiag'iaph {!>) <d‘ the pioviso to sub-elausj' (/) o| cl.iuse 11. in line d, 
ahei Ihc woi’ds “of the pr(*mis(‘s“ tb,. words “in the .ibsrnee ot a eontiaet 
or olliei authority in wilting o\piossl\ peinulling such ^ul>letting or 
ti.iiislei” be added. 

The Hon’ble 9ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sn 1 arvept the amend- 
Uient, 

The motion of Sn I) N Miikherji was then jnit and agreed to 

Mrs. E. M, RICKETTS; Mi Spi'.iker, Sn. ma.\ I ii.tve the peiniissK.n 
of tljV House to draw the utWntiou oi the llon’ble Minister to the l.iet tli.it, 
since in practice lawful suhh't ting- does not exist, a considiuahle {lurtioii of 

clau^e 11 is not woith (ho jotper on whiih it is written The new Hill 

profe.yses j(i Hire right, s and pn\ilegi\s In tiMiaiit- and sub-t'-n.oit ' . hut whilst 
rfmcernlng- itself wdlh safcguaiding the riglit.s oi landloiaU it entirely 
overhmks tlie tail tliat tenant- (d (he tiist demee, on .leeuuiit oi (lie tyiaimv 
ol iheii landlords, ate obliged Ui p.i> nnt- toi laigei jiiemises tlian they 

actUallx tieed, il. .as freijUentlv li.ippeus, on aei'onnt of mainage oi 

exigencies of employment, the uumbio ot meiiil‘ei> iu a houschidd decreases. 
E\ideutl\, us landlords are imn h nitue fuisighted than legislators oi 
possiblx beeaU“<ie many lamllord^ are It'gislators. it ha- been the pwieti'c, 
for lnan\ xe.ir^i now iliat (daiise siweifically tuohibitiiii; subh'tling is an 
intrinsic eonditlou of every lease. 

It is true that the iiew Hill gixes lelief to a certain this- et pre-war 
lenaiita who obtained possession of their houses or flats betore the lapaeity' 
ef buullurds had leaidied its present stage and these lucky individuals will 
soon he aide to .suh-let tiu a periiKl not excetuliug a total ol six conseeiitiv^ 
luimihs without the pieliminary of im]dorin!r the perniis'iioii of Ffis 
fkcelleuey the HariwuUft,. hut.as AkeSC forjLuuak^ are few aud far Ww^eu. 
I consider tliui it i» h misj^preseiitatiou of actual facts l oivtinualiy repeat 
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the sl<>} 4 :au that the new i^ill is <le>i^tie(l to reia^^nise the fij^hls (iff Hie *iuh- 
tenaiit and protiat hyu from hi'' (-(v-sutterer, nii>-jud}^ed twiajiit of the 
first (leLTee. In (\ileutta at the moment, ^tre man.\ people who would 

prefei to ]»ut th(*m'ad\e‘' to iuC(mv euieiiee ?tiih-lett i 11^^. tilf tile af’tual 

lent, portiot.s of their piemise''. in order to a.vsist iu the of the 

imreu^iio^^ hon-idodd biidpet. Inil (ioverninent e!uK»se to jud^m nil tenants 
ot th(‘ ti^^t de^'ree as jinditeeis and iniddle-intui. This jtill s('«'ms det(»r- 
niined'to ensure tlmt llo' nioiioj)ol\ of suneptitiuus t‘\foitlon should remaiii 
With eapUahst^;. I am sure that no (me—^not ♦nt'ii llie landlord — 
deteived \a tiie strin<*ent measun's which appeal to threaten .ill 
d« niamh i >• oi lereiveis of salami. 1 am not aware, td course, it Sheikh 
Md Itafiipo' i- a landlmd, or if his fhMtotat(' ('onsisls maitily (*f the 
laiidod oeitti > . heeaiwe h(‘ sernis pai t i<-u)arl\ eonct'Mied about tiu* il)i- 

Htv ot sp»'udin^ a (la> or two in jail on aeeount ot the spite (d a t('nnitt*v 
1 (jiiite uuderatand thi" fear because as a tcm.int and a re[ni*seiit ative of a 
< oniunnutA oi tenants, I oonsidm tiiat it would be wiolli ail tlie trials ayd 
tribulations ot ni\ work as nu L A. it I could assist in any woy in 
rviMMuj,; nj) the balanee b\ slig-l)il\ imoiuouieneing evmi a single land- 
]oi<’ W hen all redress lias to be souoht tbrou^fb a eouit, tbi‘ aih unta|,,'‘e 
must (d Tieeessit\ j^o to tlie wealtliiei and the more ltdsuied eoutestaEt. I 
maintain, therefore, that it (Jovernment is simeie in its d(‘sire to htdp 

fti(‘ siii.il! man and to assist in relievini^^ the existino shortaj^'e of IionstiijLf 

.o eomniodation, it should najuest .Sri 1. (’. Oujit.i to mo\e as a sliort-notiee 
aTueiidim nt — amendment No. Id - not moved b\ Sri llemanta Kuninr ' 
Itasii ili.it 111 el.iUsc hue the woid “I. iw hilly’* be (Smith'd 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Spiakm, Sir, 1 

reoiet ver\ inuelj that in spite «d the ar^Miments m.uje out b\ Ifiekcdt'^, 

1 am iinalde to aeeept hei point of \ lew lor I In- simple laaison that the 

Ifill tiles i(t piovid(‘ leliel to the sub-teiiants as fai as possible ami I liave 
tiled to m.ike this point clear in my sjuTch made in this Jlouse \esterday. 

T imn tell the House that the (ioveimiienl .iie alive to th<‘ piolilems men- 
tioned hv Mrs ItieKetts [ know lliat theia* are m.uiv eases of iainili(*H 

will have heeii eomixdled to auj/nieiit their income bv inliodueiiio in iht^ir 

homes p.iuny'' O’uest'. and otloms. but. Sir. ha\in^ re^niid to the fact th.it 
le;jisl.(tions are made in o-tm/’ral teinis and cannot touch each imlividmil 
ease in particular, I think. Sir, provisions of (his ]till pnve, as much as 
if !' possible to do under the law. relict to llo* lareost possible eoiumnnify. 

Sir, lias said ihat all tlm (rials .tnd ti ibulatipn? ot an M leA. 

would lie worthwliib' if she can do 'u-tiee to the side tenants, e\en sliji^htlv 
iin onvenieneinjr the landlords. Sir. it von ;ro (imoi^ih the Hill \ ou will 

find that the di<i- is heavih loaded a;.M)ns( tlie landlord Pm iiistau<*e, 
in tlo’ ( a,se of ohenees where the lamlbuds l»a\e laa-n }j;i\(*n penabi<‘«, for 
similai offem (>> tenants have been impo-ed no p* na]fi«s .iml f think, Sir, 
tli.it the jn(>s(*nt Poll m .» fair .ind lUst Pill .iml tijes jo seiye the phtposi' 
ter vvhifli ihis Jbll has been framed T realise tin- difficulties j}iat 
Mifi. Pieki'tls, has mentiomd pflrtiinlar]\ in relufiou to eertwin 
hut I ihink, Sir. tloise indivirpia] c.isr- if the\ are ver\- niimmous. wih 
b( d( lit with, it neeess.'iry. liy a <)iann<' m the law if the\ .ne hroiieht fo 
the iiotii'e of the (rorernnient and if novemnont find that ilooe is a verv 
'ubsj ..i.fPj] sorfion wlio are not eoxeted b\ flii-, law. 

The (pie.stinn that tdause ]]. ,o .irmonb-d. d(k -land oart of (to* Hill w*!j»< 
tie n put and a<:ree^ fo. 


.S’# hedr/Ze. Pnrf J. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir. T b.- to „o m that m S, iodule, 
Pirt A. .ifter item du/) the foHowInf* iteni* he added, namely- 

50 per cent, if the ha»<ie rent irer tornscm is more than Ps, 500, 
b/i 75 )ier cent, if the basic rent p#w merisi-iin V more than Ps. I .ffOO, 
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'Sir, a matter of fact the relief which tiiis Bill inteiuL to ^(ive shoiil i 
in fact be ^ivvn to the ]>oorer clas*>(‘^ of >ociely who cannot alford to j)a\ 
in these da 3 ’H ol infiator\ priees. Ye'>tei(la.v 1 pt)iiit^fll\' /iicntioucd that 
the peo{>le j^’lio deserve our 83 ^mpalh\" are those who are eitluo' in the 
Oovei’unjent service or are serving as cierh^ in other firms and concern, 
nnd who caBttot make big* money like the me^L•hant^ or nianuiacturers 
ill the husines.'i. Their income is limited and it is those peojde who should 
bo given protection under the Rent iiill it [iroteetioii is to he given at all. 
That is why I .suggeiite.d that no inorea.se in rent siiould })e allowed in case 
where tlo‘ rent does not exeeed Rs. 1(H), hut, Sir, I see no reason why tlit- 
hankeis, the l)ig nianufuctureis, the hig* merchants wlio aie pa\ing 
Rs 1,1)00 or Its. and are minting- mone\ both hy’ lair and iintan 

means in husmcss should he gi\en proteetimi 1)\ a ineasiiie which Is 

jntend(Ml to pio<<‘ct llie pool. Tlu'sc peoph' can afford to j)a_\ . If it i« 

fnt(jlldofl to give pfotection to the rirh in llo^ name the ]ioor then i 
have nothing to sa> . It is an iron\ of fate that rich o(0s richer and a 
poor man poorer It is to remove this inisunderst.mdLug that 

1 move oO per cent, in ease of rent which exceeds Rs 500 and 7”) J'ei cent 
when- it cxcerals Rs. 1,000. 

I fear that the Ilon’hle Minister jierhaps tlmilvs that the (loveriiment 
of West Betiga! ;ind the Government of India will have to \n\y a very Ing 
Klim hecause the_\ are oeeup\ing hig palatial hiiildings at lentaN whieli 
(‘X( eed Rs. 5()0 and Us. 1.000 and tor (hat rrxason may not aoet*pt m\ 

aniendiiieni to givi' pi-rOection to the ( iover nnnoit (d which ln‘ is a ^^illlstc^. 

1 think, Sii. it is tail and just that tin- landlords who an* verv hadly otl. — 
foi (his Bill piaclicall\ gi\t*s no piott‘ction to the landlord and at the .^amc 
tiiiK' p(‘iialises him it he takes an\ sah/nu. -should }>e gntui sitmp relitd so 
t.u as (lie iimher rents are conc(*rned. I think the llon'lde Ministm will 
accept this amendment ot niim‘ which is m>t \ Ian- and just. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA; Sii, Sha k Rnhqm 

has said that lie sees nit icasoii wli\ the tenants wlio ait' Using jueniisi-s 
for husiness pnrpttst's shtuild not pa\ an increase ui .50 pci cent, it the 
lent pt'i mciisem is more than Us .700 oi 75 per cent, il the basic rent 

p«‘r mensem is moic than Us. 1,000. I must sa,\ . Sn. that when to* signett 

the rejnut ot tht* Select ( 'ominitlet', he at least saw nti sucli rtuisttiis Now. 
Sir, priet‘s have gone uji much anti, he says, jieople are making hlatk 
m.irkid nionc\. ant1 tlieic is no riuistm why the lamllord should not get 
.1 sliare ot it. Sir. I am unahle to aceejit that logic, and T, therefore. 
Oppose the ainenilniput. 

The motion of Shark .Mohamatl Uafitiue that in the Scheduh', Part A. 
after item d(r/i, the ftdlowing items he aildtul. namt'ly: — 

[v) 50 p(>r eeut. it tht‘ basi«‘ rent per mensem is more than Rs. 500, 

(/) 7 ) pt‘i eeni, it (he hasu H-nt per mensem is more than Rs. l.t^HH). 

w.is then put and li>st 

The question that Schedule. Part A, do st.uid (tart ol the Bill was 
then put aiitl agieed to 

Srhdlulr. }\irt B 

'riie qiu'stiori (hat Selietlule, Uait B, do sT.mt] ji.irf ot tlie Bii! was them 
trut am] agrt'iMl to. 

VnuivihU 

Tht' question that the l*reamble d(» sUind part ot (he Bill was (lien 
put ami agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. I beg to move 
that the West Bengal Premises lient Gontrol (Temj'orary Provisions) Bill, 
ItflS. as settled in the Aj»isenHd\ , be passed. 
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Mrs. E. M. RICKCTTS: Mr. Speaker, Bir^ iu risi% In ^peuk on the 
West Bengal Breinise^ Beat Control Bill, I would like to make it eleaf' 
that I do believe that (jo\eninieiit has endeavoured to reliere Somewhat 
certain exi>tiiig evils" ot which it is at^-arc. But in the humble bjiinion of 
the representative ot a vm v sUiail and insignificant niinority^ H seemt that 
even this omniMU'nt (jovernment is ofiaisionally g:uilty ot umissioBs. T6 
a conimunit\ whoM* main ])oliti(‘al interests lie in tht‘ field bl, social ami 
economic legislation, ho\i>c rent is a major problem, and even though 
(lining the la^t imdg'iU ^,*^..,1011 we drew the notice oi the (ioi (‘inmeiit to the 
oniissKoi ot an\ mmiibei ot our (ironj) trom the Seli'et ( ’((iiiniilti'e to whicii 
till' earliei Bill was ongiiiaiiy reteneil. >et at ilie time of ri'-diafting no 
alteini»t wa'- made to rejm'dx this giaie onimsKm. Bossil)l\ (lu'.s is (‘xplain- 
ed b\ rile 1 (•''ll iitHing ot tlo' ('ahiliet and the (h>imrt',ss Assoiiihiy J*art_\ , 
Inn it an inilvimi late which jtenalisr^ tht* h»wl\ toi the instability ot thf‘ 
miiililN 1 H‘ali>e that mine is an (‘b'\enth hour atlenijil to halt a measure 
whicli tor nil |(ra('tieal purjioses lia'> .ilnauh hcen jndgi'd and decided. 
Yet fioin the slmdit knowlcdgi' 1 ha\e «*l the llon'hle Ministi'r in charge ot 
tins Bill T liarbooT a forloiii hope that if I am able to convince him that 
i ert.mi laenn.ic e\mt lie will, at the e.nli<‘st oppoitninly. lake tht' necessary 
-te]'^ to introduce remedial measuic' 

\f \ mam ohimtion To tin* Bill is that F MOisider a inither inereasi‘ ol 
the stamlaid rent i" nujiisl itiml, hocausc I'ven ,it the present latc, and 
admitting a dtcieaso ot ">(1 pn rent, in a landlord s net income, he still 
rc( "ive*- H ninch highm’ icturii on his cajolai than do all otlnus who draw 
interest trom sate in\(‘st mmts [ .im sine 1 do not need t<- icniind the 
ijiiuiibcis of tin'-' lloimr ill. it even the rate?i of interi'st itii Savings Bank 
airounts m at 1 tlo* pn-w.ir hwrl Wh> (hen should a specific attempt 
be made to keep a l.imllordS net im nmc at its riisloma! il_\ inflal(Ml b‘vel 

1 \(r\' laiidloid kimws vri\ well that bis tenant, being boiiml to iixeil 
liouis ot work, ami liaNirii.’ \astl\ ,-malh‘t ie-,onree. than his own, will— 
mn iMiau'f ot la/ines'> but because ot tlo* eMgemieH ot elr ennist anees 
pa^ out a> non h i»s hi • an ]>o',-.ibK allord, m keeping his home hahitahh*. 
rather than m\ol\( hiuisell m legal pr'oe(‘edings, which will iieeessiiale 
the briefing of a p.ild i epi eseiif at 1 ve Tleriee tlie inridloid sinib's at legis- 
lation enforcing re|»aiis and the maiiileiianee of Maiiitai'y eondilions H(» 
knows it w’ill noi alb** t the profit" aeeinmg from enhanced rents noi‘ tli<‘ 
which ( 11 euru'-Iaiiees have made his essential pei(|nisije and whieh 
lie knows so well how to extract without go-Hing caught. 

Aptirl (roiiJ these ijUestion.s ol euhaneed rents and liowever, 

surely the (tovernment is not uii.iwaie that it i" also the eustoin lor land- 
h'ld to imieasf* flic iiieouie deiivalde lioni property liy loreihl) taking 
jH'Svr-vion ,,i, j(,i Inuldmg puipose-, e\eiy available s(|uaie inch ot f‘Om- 
t»oinid \vhi(h the inisgruided oeeiipim ot a bouse bidieveil w.is inelufled iu 
Ills tenaiiev As a TCsiilt. the unlortniiate brood id tenants in lower flats 
are lapidh being immuied lt\ flie ereilion of Inxuiv *ihops befween their 
bed -room windows inid the road, fff course, huilding^ mateiial in arujib' 
supply is uvrnlahle in luHer to lieij» the poor landlord to rows of "hops for' 
♦^eh of whi( If he can (onfiderill\ demand iiiueh higlier lenls tlian he is 
ri'civifig trom flic um onsidered, e\en if inoffensive. i-esidenfial fenaiits. Ot 
ionise I must not nmir to mention th.it the lower flat tenant- are not th*‘ 
mdv nfteifT- in this help-the-bimiloid sefieme })(»cause the oeeufiii'rs of 
upfici sf(>To\" in fhese oiie^- s-ilnbrious localities are no loiigei ahh' t(p ku<e|k 
their wiiidow" open at nigdit. beeatise the roofs of the tihojis make such fn 
eonvenient st<‘pping-oft jdace tor burgdars It j" of course nnthirdiable that 
in a (lunate like oiu- landlord slomld be obligo**! to prot<(j windows with 
exparidiM] rnet.'d screens. That is the lm.sines> of tlo* tenant , if h<* is foolish 
enougli fo want fresh air 

Another lawful means by which the lanj^lltrrds arc rnereasijig their 
incomes withoul the help of Gpvernmeht if by letting residential premise.^ 
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to firms or consulates wlio are perfectly to pay ^onsiderabij enhaDced 

leuts without any risks of petty unnoyuiUHi of threats of reference to the 
Meat Controller. If Government is eoucerned about th^ shortage ot housin.g 
acoornmofiatiofi let it distinguish between hoiui fide residential purposes and 
*officest Jn the same way fiats which used t# be oc(‘upied by middleclass 
families at a rontul of approximately Ks. 225 are now reserved by land- 
lords tor tcrt^idgners who recently have taken u^i residence in Calcutta for 
consular or business purposes. These individuals are only too pleased to 
jmy JIh. -‘{oO without (]uestiou specially as, since they are awa\ from their 
own homes, thfur rent.s are amply covered by special allowances. If 
present coriditi<»nH necessitate the iiresence of huge numb(*r of foreigners 
in our city wliy cannot (lovernmeut requisition even one ot the palatial 
olubs in ('howringhee or similar localities ami place it at the convenience 
of consular service and theii stafis. (liven tlie will, the question of acuom- 
modating displaced residential members in other clubs, could surely be 
worked out. I have sjinken at Home length on this jioint because the extor- 
tions of landlord and the house rent (piestion vitally affect the economy ot 
the middleclass of all communities ami it seems to me that the majority ol 
the representatives in this House represent eith(*r the very rich or very 
poor and they are not much conceim‘(l over the matter under discussion. 
On behalf of all communities, hou’cver. and particularly from the point of 
view of tln‘ harassed liousewife whose concern it is to sec that her home 
clean and healthy, that the lift is working when her husbamt comes hom<‘ 
from work, and the most important of all. th.at the house rent does nc»t 
swallow the mitire house-keeping budget. 1 appeal to the Ilon’ble Miuish'r 
who on his own admission is already awan* of the shoitcomings ot this Bill, 
to go into this matter more thoroughly with a 1(10 per f‘ent. represiuitative 
committee. 

8r| CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARY : vif^ ut 

«f I? i sgvi Oi»rtn 

c’l iiifi ^ f 

at a 3i fsfa ni iruz at 

as 5?? a^h ^vrt? =ir=u:!5vi i cn "tenant 

will b(‘ aide to sub-let or otherwise traiister his intiut'st in (he juemises for 
a [)rriod not exceeding six month.s and to th(' t‘xti*nt of the minor portion of 
the iui'inises. If he sub-lets iutbei (he u hole <u a major poitif)!! of tlu* 
pn'uiises for a period ex<’eeding six mouths lie was liahli* to be evicted and the 
sub-tenants would taki' lus ])l:u i'" fibi at wt^ra Rifta 'sjgi? c?T 

ii't: it^ ^t^’i PjPt Pif^ Pri PsPr 

nfw * ^trni ^t-i ^ttr^ Rfi znt 

cn Scs?-# va. cn? vr^i'-tm S'-i-ststi^ri! Trfg: 

JttPre^^ I >Tt^ i sistSm '.n'-ttr-' 'li-’stt^PcsTn 

(.j] Piifta cn? ai f^Pt at 

’TNt^R^-1 — a^\ sH 'f'tl aV. JtVHPPl 

cat ( Pri s^ elausiv<i iN Bc^ vprr? i? Ttr^ra ’JrfrPr? 

’t:ic^l '.a-ft PtPt ai 4=1' O sub-elausei 5T=tl 

TO? cn at '!t(?c-T« ^Ifc^ dt‘groo-J c^i tenant cn r^fa umantc^ 

f^Pt m ^itPt?:^^ PtPt^ ^^tTp? i av^ a ’trjs ’jP -5 

avs a-ft pPr iro?, c^r^ttc^ 

^tn W-'Cnl^i 1^? oT5( ^^<11 Pn s olausw^ii ^n “any person to wf^om 

a 4 y^t>remises or any part "thereof have been or has been lawtully sub-ht’’ 

jjt 2JawfuIly’>«t#t!t inn, wm ^ imrot ai Sr’Fir, c^%r%f7 yr? 
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fk Wf nr.^i yfz^ ^ ^ rm ^ 

ifn c^ VZ, ^ 4? fsrfsrvi^l ?n :r«t ?r?nr?’T — cn1?l C5T<fl t 

cyf 'ms^t^ -3$ to c^s? ij^^rsTif ?j—- ^ 

’fpft? ijt ’ic*^ r^"5 «if? "wnr m !r?i 4^r: c^t^ c^fm^rc^r^r ^ Wtf^ Wi 

jrfr <3 ^yr?T<f ^ -fh '*(r?r ntcwft^tJT 4c*i f%?nj »j^cit<R w 

c^T^i Lawfully ‘iffTni a i]^ CT cn 

tanaiitc^ Hub-let ’(RCJ? frc^ C’fcai 'IRI n\t^ ^ 

n«R*ii ^1 vi-i ^tr^t (y^ w^it sit '!?*7c=tt<( cn 

ii I ^j( ^cvJ! ^ c^ ^«itc*i ^ttjutji'^ toiR 

I i^m n*2f^ Turfl ^fm srt^ji ^ 

''ifR-T 4 ri jnr’pr ^rsT^ ^rw.-f I m'l im jj?; 

Jjfr^ displaced ?:3 Br-nt ^ n^rit^f-Tl G^i ’*(t»iac:?T9 ^vTi ' 

i35ftr^ I 

i3^ ^ i]^ t[^R I 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sii, i iIm* t(i (•(Uigiiiluhite (lie Jloii'hle 
Miinsti ‘1 oil the siilendid inaiiiiei in whicji he ha^ piloted thi^ Bill. Sir, 
tlu> Bill had in the last NeSHron become ver\ conlroveiMal and tiie credit 
mu^t to tile lion'bU- Ministei wlio, li\ his tacitu) manner, has sihuieed 
opposition even iroiii nieinbeis oi his jiaity who had tabled soini* useful 

aTmoidnieuts. Mis. Ricketts has sngj'(‘stt‘d that it has j.jiveM ndief to the 

landlord, d he only leliei that has been gi\en to the landlord is tlie 

^filami whicli he was piecluded trorn realising hetore but which he will 
now be sharing with the tenant (d the first degree. I think, Sir, this 
aineiidnient has been made because the Ilon’lde Ministi’r leels that time 
has come when sonic socialist principles shouid he introdina'd. d'he sahimt 
will now hav(' to he shareti betwei-n the tenant and the landlord who will 
tee] i» ratified to ri’ceive something but the sub-tenunt will have to pav all 
tlu s;ime Though penaltx claust‘s have been iiiseited so iar as the lai d- 
lords are concerned, nothing has been dom* so far .is the fenanbs an* i on- 
e('!?ied. Sir, all tenants a^o not g-ood as ail landlonls are not good, and 
then- all somi' tenants who give trouble to (he landlords. It (heie had 
heo'i a penal rlausi' against them, tin* landlords efoih! l.av'* Icll that 
lUstlce had been <huie to theil (Use. Tin* Bill nHi\ ides that though tin* 
t*‘nanfs will MW he protec((‘d b, legislation to loive diiect eon fO'etion ot 
elettiic light, the lalnllord who will get ,in nn-re.ise oj tij pet cent, ovei 
lii.s rent '■hall have to spend one-1wel(lh ol his annual lent, < n repair 
the t(iiant (an tone the landlord to sjH-nd that amount whieji (dines b, 

Sj per cent. So the lamlloid will be losing ‘J pet cent on hi*^; annual rent 
t hi tin othei h.ind the biiidloid, (d course, will teid g^i.ilificd di.il he is 
now asvvired <d gi'tting his rent tegulailv Sii, nian\ hundreds of eascf* 
ale ptmding in the courts of law' wh(ic the ti'iiaiits liaic not been deposit- 
iim th(*ii it'iits and the cases .ne .idpouned fmm month to imudh ,\t h'ast „ 
tills Bill giv(-s protection to the landhud in that la^sjiect and it is hoped 
til. it 1 j( will get his lent legnilarh Tt tlie rent is not paid tor ihr(*(‘ 
coils, M'utive months, the landlord will have the right to evie,! tin* t(*n.in( 

N'f doubt, liere also the landlord will b*s,. two months’ lent. Sii. at lea, si 
‘■"iiM' sort of eompmisation should have been jiruvidetl in the Hill. 1 he 
1 (iidlord has been pr(*( lnd(*d trorn getting the ^nhntu, and if the teiiard 
goe<. aw .ly. without pii\ino four rtiontiis' rent. In* will lie losing three 
months' rent, alter adjusting one mordli deposit. This pio(cduie also 
gives i(*]itd to tin* tenant. T think' that this Bill wliieh migdit give relict 
to tin* tenants will not give reli(*f to the people at this pro\ince. We 
iM|iiirf' more houses and p'lasation (d building rules. Wi* want a flexible 
poliey so tar as tin* fivi! Su]>ply Department is coneerned in tbe issm* of 
huibling materiats. Let tbe (rovernmenf giv^ ImBdiu^ materials to //^ynu 
fiffe Imilding societies or companieSj and af the same tune I think Govern- 
nient should construct houstes for workmen and niiddle-class people and Tet 
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them out at reaaonablo rent. That ia the only pmctieal way as to how you 
can briii^( down rents and do awa> with shprta^'‘f3 ot hoii>es. Mrs. Ricketts 
was coinj)lahunf^ aftainst the payiuent of fal)ul()us rents by the Consular 
iervicea. I ho])e nobtfdy will .synipathi.se with be?-. Our symiiathy g-oes 
, to the man M’hf) pays rent of R'<. 10(1 ann below. People who can pay 
Rs. btK) and above do not deserve any sympathv from anybody. If they 
<an afford to ])a\ Rs. bOO a month, they can a*' well ])ay a sdtarni and Rs. 7o0 
a month. It is the poorer classes of pe(»ple who should bf ]irotected. S(» 
far a> tlu* e\tcndin;.r <d balcony or platform o\(‘r sli()|)s is concerned, I 
think her remccly lies with the Calcutta Corjjoration who should see tha^ 
the ])lans ar(‘ >o joepared that they d<> not attract attention of burglars 
and others. Sir, T feel that the (iov<*rnment , at least the liCader of this 
House, should give us some sort of a.ssurance tiiat GoVcunmettf will })e 
considering sf»me Hf)rt of sfdieme whereby more hoU'^es will be coiistructt'd 
for W’orkmen and middle-class pec^ple. Once this is done, rent will go 
down. People who are pacing over Its. 1. ()()() do not deserve any sympathy 
from any (piarter. They can afford to ]»a\ high rent and it was unjust lo 
give them piot<Mtion under the law. The onU nunedv t(t sto)) the rise of 
pri<M‘ is to Imild more houses and give hel]) to cotnj)anies which inlemt if» 
develo]» land by constructing houses. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BOSE : rt'T'S otTT’Tr^ ^ I 

Si? *ft?i 3r?i 

^Tl fS'C? PfolC? Ur.W.^^ ?t5tC5 Cbh I 

otstfp?! & S'? stStfltJTt? n?»TTl C? i] 

r?^l‘73tc? ^TfrTT’s ?C7i '?5r3 I c? Si? tT? 

^?* f?^*f? -PC? 3 t ?:3 pp ?^c? n??TiiRf? r? <!?♦ iTprTr®‘=^ 

-reiTTw j 3t-^ 'Sfffil f?P?^ rr^Tl I 

pri I7PTM •!«, '-(t'Trvr^ -T/J 

iip r.nl^i ’sirstr?^ i P-vj n*?? Pm 4??m 4?! 1 

37^)1 Pcj y;?. 3 '? f?:?''” '4t*T rM Poff; 4?i .ii 1 

c’Tstc? ?fst"j?HH> ?t^t 3t5t? '?P?r-t ?'r3':« r^:m 55 Pr? c? 

ftl ??i ''S7C-T4 C’Jfca 3f? '*^*1^5 Rent Court 5 c?? ?rf) 

'QffHt? otsfcNi nP rr? 4?f?r? rc ?f j 1 5?n^Tt:'?? :? rt:? 

?T^>T?t? ^c?tM m\ 5c?c^.cn !?f:??P ?:?3 3T3t? Tf? Tr^j^tc?! ({\ yoke 

V'KOM IHK (hUMtSUloN Hi M !lls;lBrtfi ^f? C?? 'T4? TC? I ) 3!5t? ^t? PP? JT 57?!? 

<j S?*ot3!f^?Hi '»ic*T4]7i pp5'3 5:?'i 1 4r?4 ?tsts?r^i?i T?M jr?a ?3§;yj?!^t 3!3T? 

?!$TC3 •?!?(:? ai I 

?P‘J U(?. 4;c^>r 6f? ^r3T4 ?!*T^VI? Pc^? Hl4?t? ??, ?f??|a vrt^':? , Pf ?3pi7 

3R! t'?. 35p^ ??I’i ?15 ?!•! n?!s^-?I^?I '?P?'15- -“J' V 5?1 ^^314 '?t4?f? 

?IC3 ?t0, ?IC3 ?!^5?f'U?! 3T3Tf!^^r:>'-! ill Pc3 '?C:? (?T? 

Pf??!! I '5?tP c?4! r4’J?4C3 *11 i ;?[ 15r p4 ^?fT? 

jjt P^^! <i7T.n i :rc^ ^p cn iit|t5?Hi 33 - 7 : o!3Tf!t?i p4Pi 

I «np 4p C? 3T3tf!^?l *3?’ S'?3!5tf!t?l ??"*t:? Pt^ '3St?r;T?r :r:?T 

?P C4t*! Iffli vfT:4 c?? 31'fjt? C4M ?p41 i?l Pc? ?Tlp4ci:? ^p 4tl? ? 7 :?TI 4?; 

»nttc^? -np ?^i 4C7R 3!5 t^ -ciT'P? ’srrW' rS4. 4 ?^ c? oH? 

?S?f. ?P Z\ ??tC7?? HI 3C4 31 W5 171 ^ t 

«rrp 'sftii ?rf5j ’»r??rt? Pw?! w h ’tn? i 

Tht Hofi’blo 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr.' Speaker. Sir, I would 
not try to toueh on each point that l^s begn made ouVi*^ course of the 
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speeches iiuule by members from ditfereut sections of the llouai^ but I 
wquM touch onlv ou the salieat that were^ raised in the course of 

tMI debate. 

Sir, Mrs. Ricketts has made %^prievaiice thal no nfember from her com- 
munity was on the Select Committee. Sir, 1 do not know what was the* 
reason that no member on the Select Committee was taken then but I may 
assure her that if she haf> any sug-j^^estion to make, it siie ( an convince me' 
of any lacuiup in the present Bill, it will not recjuirc members to be on 
the Select Committee tor me to take action in riunednng those lacunie. 

Sir, secondly she has said that there arc occasions when th(‘ landlords 
take* toroible possosion (d the uppei storeys and thereby evict tlu* tenant^ 
who o(‘Olipy the lower ston'yN. Sii% these individual case.> ('annot be 
tieated in the laxly of the law. It lia> been eidriistod to the Rent ('on- 
tndhu to judge whcth(‘r a rixaiuj'ment ok tin* landlord tor building or re- 
building purj)oses is a fn/na fide one and each individual ca^e shall, 1 hope, 
be judged (»u its merits by the Rent (h>ntr<dler who under the provisions oi 
thia Bill will no longer lx* a member (d the e.\c(‘uti\(‘ biam h of the service 
btif an experi(*iiced member l)elongin^ to the judicial l)raneh of the ]>ro-- 
vincial service <d not l(‘,s> tliaii Id >ear^‘ standing. With smdi a it'sponsible 
man at the head of affairs I flo hope tliat thi* eases will lx* judged on their 
own merits and tlnu’e will be lio gimimls f(»r eomplaints that lantllords 
are j^ndting possession (d tlodi houses ou the ground ot Ixoid fide recpiire- 
ment where.is it is not ically hojui fide. 

Hii, she has lastl\ made a eomidaiiit that residential houses ar(‘ being 
let out to firms and f<tremji Ctinsiiis wlio are in a position to ]xiy much 
higher leiit. Su . I ma\ leli tin* f{ous(‘ only one instance that, will show 
thal even pooi Cemsuis wlio are entitled to facilities and s\mpaf hit's froni 
this ( Tovejiimeiit and courtesies. e\eii the\ are imt laced wilh v(•r^ great 
ditficullies Sir, 1 mmht mention thal in (»m* particular ('usc one landlord 
Was advertising to let out a Inuisc id an exorldlant ri'id Tliid ailvertisi'- 
nu'id (amt' out in leading newspapers imdndiiiy the ’’Statesman" Sir, the 
Consul of a fotcgn country went to tlu' landhard to t.ikt' out tlo' tu'cmiscs (tn 
liirt*. When he went then' the landlord chaigt'd cvorlutiinl rent so mindi 
so that the (\uisul h:»d tn coim* hack to iis iuid rc(jit('sted Us to g(d the lioust' 
rtxjuisdioned . WIh'U tht- i('(|uisitioii order was issued the landlord caiiU' 
to tlie (1 )V('rnm('nl and told the (roveiinm'id that the lioiis(' was r(*(pnf**d 
for hi.s own fid( purpose. GoM'rnnM'id natutalL brushed aside th** 

representation and lecjuisitioned the Imuse Then on Ihe plea (d‘ having 
his fuiniturt' removed h(' moved the floveinmerd ioi giving a f(*w days’ 
time. Go%('rnmcnt could not umbustand it was a trap for the (lov- 

ernment and tlu' (iovf'inment ga\e :i few (bays’ lime to remove tlu' furni- 
tuia- eonsiderinu’ that after all a man mu-t not be liustl(>d out of his house 
and he must he given sufficient time Wind w;is tlo* result*^ Ih'fore Ihrei* 
days were over tlicK* came .tri injuiw'fion from the Hijj-fj f'ourt calling npfui 
ns to show’ cause wh\ the r(‘((uisition order shall not lx* vacated and thf» 
rTovernment is now fightiiur out the ciase in the High (^’ourf to j)rovc that 
it i's not a bonn fid( lesideritial house The ponr C<msul w:is prepart'd to 
pa\ some liigber n'lit but the grecd\ landlord Wfjuld not be satisfied with 
that. So. Sir. the grievance made (od bv Mrs. Ricketts, T do not tbink. 
really stands 

Next, Sir, I will refer to the point made out by Sj, Bhaiidari. Ilf' h.i^ 
referreff lo lh(‘ ‘statement that I made in the H(Uis«' yesterday, but I think 
he lias slightly misunderstood tlx; point that 1 made. My object was that 
these sub-tenants will certainly be tenants where the interests of the 
tenants have been determined. Bnf Fnib-tenaids wifi be< (Uoe tenants rer- 
tainly in accordance with the provisions of this law. 

He has referred to the rlau.se which contains the word “lawful”. I hold 
that tb^ trespas«er wdio has got ijlto ti htiusehold should get no protection 
from law. He'ltl&.s misundewtoexf the provisions of clause 11 when he said 
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that where the tehant has sii})]et for iiTore than .>ix inontlis and to the exfent 
either ot the whole or a major portion of the ])reiui>es, in that ease 'the 
Kub-tenant should be automatically evi<-ted. 1 think, Sir, he has mis- 
understood this point inasmuch as this profusion will ajiply from the date 
«of the oomniemement of the Act and tin* siib-tenauts who are lawfully siih- 
tenants hctore the commencement ot the Act, they really will now continue 
to remain suh-tenants in accordance with the provisions ot law. AVhat 
was tin* jiosition heioie the commencement of the Act? The ]K)Rition 
j.n*ncfally was tliat where there was a contract expressly prohibiting’ sub- 
lettinj* in tin* premises and it there has been sub-lettin^^ in such a ease, 
tln'ie the siih-lenant has no n^ht. lie has no ri^dit because he is not a 
lawful suh-tcnanl That pinvision still exists and that jiosition also existed 
in jUcMous ordinances. Thereion*, Sir. that will rmt make anj^' difference 
ill those east's where (ht're was no, eontrtu’t and there was no written prolu* 
hition aj^ainst suh-IettiiiK- Tliere the sub-tenanf is a lawful ^ub.tenant. 
Iti that ease this provision shall not applv fit'caust* on this date the siib- 
tenants are lawful Kuh-tenants and all tin* provisions made for seeurimr 
the rij^dits and privilej.ies of sub-tenant^ und(*r tliis law will afijily to all 
such lawful suh-femuits. 

Eastl,\ , I would retc! to tin* spveeh made by Shaik M<1. Rafitpit' and 
must tliank him for the compliments ht* lias paid me and I do hope and feel 
that that side ol tin* Iltuise headed hv Mr. Kafniut* will eo-opt*rate witii 
(i)nV(‘rnnn‘nt in set'in^*' to it that justice i.-^ s(*(‘ur(*d to tliosi* wlio speeiallv 
deserve justiei* ami not merely say that the landlords liave been ])enalised 
by this Bill. * * 

The motion <d the Horridc Sri llimal riiandra Sinha that the est 
Beriifal Ih’emises Rent ('ontnd (Temporary IVovisions) Bdl. 194S, as 
settled in the Assemhl\, he passed, was th(‘n ]mt ami ae-ieed to. 

(The lIou.se was then adjourned tm fitleeii mniu1i“«.i 

fA/fn lid loif rn nn II f ) 

The West Bengal Land-Revenue, Rent and (Apportionment) Bill, 

1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Su. I ht^ to introdu e 
, tile West Bi'ii^al L.uid-revenue, Rent am! Ce*'^ ( .V }ipoi t lonmeiit j Bill, IDIS. 

('File Seeretar\ then read the shoit title ot the Bill.i 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sii. 1 be^ to nn>ve 
thal the Wi^-t Bengal l.and-ieM'nm*. Itenl .iml I 'es*' ( A;)]KUtionnient) Bill. 
IfMS, be taken into eoiisiileiation 

Sn. ihe objrs't <il tills Bill has heen >tat<*d \ei> clearly in ihe State- 
nieiil ol tthjeets ami Reasons. Cettain e-tati's. lemiies and holdinjfs in 
tile |*ro\ iuee ot Bengal as existetl heliue tin* partition aie comprised of ^ 
lati(U situatt'd a*^ a lesult ot tin* paitilion of the Province of Benjfal ])artly 
in tin* m*wl\ constituted Pro\ima* ot Wot Bengal ami jiaitl\ in the Pro- 
Miicc ot Mast Bi'uyal in the Dominnui (>1 Pakistan. Tlu> has pven n-e 
to \iniom complications ami wc art* tryiiiy to ha\t* an aL:rct*mcnt >vit}i the 
(loveynno'ut of llast Bcnjral to atljust out leMuncN accord in^dy ,\s wc 
proteed, wt* find (hat the problem ^'t>e^ deeper. It is not onh the cniestion 
(d at»jMutnunnent td r»'venne Tuit aKo oin* ot ''plittm^j; up ill tin rij^ht'' ami 
interests hej^innin^’ trom the rip:hts and ' intt‘re''ts (d tin* estate-holders 
down to tfie tenants. All these intere*‘ts and require -plb^bij,^ up 

virtually at every sta|e. Unless this is done, there are various le«:al com. 
plications ami nian> (d the law*, eannot bt* irivcn t'fteet to in rt*irard to those 
e'-tales, tt'nuivs. and tenancies which are .comprised in both the Benjjal.H. 

Sir, this Bill has Wen broujjrht iovwara to ^plit up thos^ilitere.sts where 
they lie iu both the Provinees. I mav add in fhis eonneetion^ that ft should 
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ver^ if the Ea.*»t Bengal Cavernineiit also pj^ses a legislation 
on ^similar lines. That \\ould, Sir. ’tMiniiiiate eoniplicati6ns on the other 
side.ol the bortlei in a similar manner. 1 iini gtlm.1 to announce in 

this House that only a tew days ago the (Toverninent of West Bengal 
j^eeived a lettt'r from the (xofeijiinent id Easl ltengal w iierehv they have 
fetpre^ised their williiignes> to enact a siniilar piece of legislation ami 
wanted ft copy 6f our Bill. We ha\e sent a copy ot our Bill and I sincerely 
hope that the East Bengal (tov«Tnnient will’ also bring fiwward a similar 
legislation, so feliat there might lie no complications eithei' rui this side ot 
the bolder or'on the other side. 

The motion of the Ilou’hle Sri Bimal Chamlra Sinha that the West 
Bmigal Laud-re^enue, Rent and Pes.s ( Ai>portionment) Bill. U>4S, b(‘ taken 
into consideration, was then put and agreed fo. 

Chi use /, 

The question that clause 1 do stand jiart of lln‘ Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do staml part (d the Bill w'as (hen jiut and 
agreed to. 

Clause Pi. 

The question that clause d do .stand j»art of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that ( lansc 4 do .stand part (d the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( la use Pi 

The lJUe^tion that, clause do stand part (d the Bill was then jnit and 
.igreed to. 

Chnisf a. 

The (juestion that danse b d(» stand j)ait ol tin* Bill was then jnit and 
agreed to 

ChniM’ 7. 

Tlu‘ question that cl.nise 7 <lo stand p.irt <d the Bill was thmi put and 
agie^'d to 

( }au\( S. 

The questnm that clati-'c do st.md part ot t}j4' Bill was tijen put and 
airreed to. 

( 1(1 U'f If. 

Sri 0. N. MUKHERJI: ^n. 1 licg t<i move th.it m daiisc d 

(</ I in paragnaph (o). liio* d. aJiiu' tj|o words “deeno'd to have been’', 
tin* wmds "and to In*’’ Im* inserterl. and in Inn* IJ lor the word 
"and'' the words and biackets "j hereinai tei i<*f»*rred to as the 
said datei" he sulisiitoted : 

Ci) in paragraph ih), in line d. after tin* word "been", the vvoids "and 
" to be" be inserted. 

The Hofi’ble 8ri BiMAt CH/^NIDRA SINHA: These are mere changes 
iii certain wordl. 1 accept the amendment. 
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The motion oi Sri D. N. Miiklierii,that in clause 9 — 

fa) in para^»'riu(li (a), line 9, after the words ‘‘deemed to have been”, 
tlo' words “and to he” be inserted, and in line 11 for the word 
“and” the words and liruekets “(hereinafter referred to as thib 
said (late)” be substituted; ^ / 

(h) in paragraph (h), in line 5, after the word “been”, the woros “and 
to he” }>e inserted, 

was then jiut and agreed to. 

The question tliat clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause iO. 

The question that claube 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put a^id 
agreed to. * 

Preamble. 

The (piestion that the Preamble do stand ])art of the Bill vvas then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I b(‘g to move 
that the West Bengal l.and-revenue, Kent and C<^ss (Apportionment) Bill, 
194S, as settled in the Assembly, he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 3-30 p.m. on 
Monday, and the business on today’s agenda remaining nndifi})ose(l will be 
taken on that day. 


Adjournment. 

The .House was then adjourned at 5 ]).m. till 3-30 jt.m. on Monday, the 
',v^7th Se])temher, 1948, at the Assembly House, C'aleutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengaf ^Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of " Jndia Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

Tuf Asskmiuy iu<‘t in llie A^st^inhlN House, ('aleuttii, on Moiulay, tlu' 
‘JTth Septenihei’, J94S, at It-SU ]).in. 

^ Present: 

Mr. Sjienkei itlii* llon’hle Sii Isw \i{ 1 )a8 .Im.an) in the (’liair, 12 
Hni.’hle Miaistei.-N ainl (i2 njeiiihers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Supply of building materials to refugees from Eastern Pakistan settling in 
^ Murshidabad district. 

*21. Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NUNDY, of CossimiMzar: (a) Will 

the Ihnrhle MiniNtei in (harjjfe ot the llelief ami llehahilitution Depart- 
nient he pleaded to •'tate if ho is awaio that the i et'iJ).t(M‘s ironi Ma, stern 
Pakistan (lesiioiis of' settling'' in West Hen^ml, jiart ieularly in tlie district 
nl Mnishidaliad. aie failing to sreure huildin^^ luaterials, sueli as eorruffated 
iron felieet.s. ei*ment, steel, etc., for tin* eonstnietion of theii houses? 

(If) If the answer to to) is in tlu* afhrniative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
he pleased to stale what steps he has taken or proposes to taki* to ensure 
leijuisite .snf))d\ of those materials without delay? 

(<•> If the answer to (o) is in the m*^‘ati\e, is the llon’hh* Minister consi- 
dering the desirahility of emiuirino- mto the matter and taking* such steps 
as would (•iisiire iirompt supply? 

MINISTER in charge of the RELIEF and REHABILITATION 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Sri Nikunja Behari Maiti); un No The 

letugees ale goatling* as mmh as ran la* sp;o(*<l. This .idmitledly not 
mioiigli. 

(h) Does not arise. 

<rl Due to th*‘ a( uti* s}H)il.ige of the huilding materials referred to, there 
is little prosp(*ct oi increasing the su])plies in the m‘ar future, 

Sash allowance in lieu of rations at subsidised rates to Government servants. 
•22* (lanab MD. 8AYEE0 MIA; (n) Will tin* llon'hle Miniister in 

diarge of tin* hinamc T)epartmrnt he plea.-ed to statt* if it is u f:H*t — 

(/) comj'ens.itory eash aliowanee was san<tionf<| (>(nermiu*nf 

sermiity >ime dune, PH7. aeioidmg to tlie .strength ot their 
faniiliew .suh)i*( t tn the maNimum (>f four memhers; 

(ii) that ill cnlculating tin* strength ot tli<*ir famifies, dept'ndenf jnirents, 
hrothei’s, sisters, etc., have not le en t.»ken into c< nsidorat ion ; and 
(HI) jhat in f asc rif unmarried (j»o\ernm«*nt servants w'ho live with 
' niepemdent pareitts, hiothi*rs, etc., the henefit of houH© rent alh'ivv- 
am e which was mit ]irevious)y .sanctioned ha.s suh.seqiiently 
been given to them a.s well sinc(. l.^th August, Pt4T? 

/S' * * 

{h} If the an^tVi'er to is in the affirmative, do the Hoveriiiiient consuhnr 
he, det^irahility of sanctioning compeniaitory cash allowance retrfiHjiectively 
O'" Government lervants talcing iuta r-onsideration their dependent parents, 
rp^eie, etc., ia the calciriation of 4he strength of their families? 



«4 QUESTIONS, f27iH Sbpt., 

The Hon'ble Or. BIOHAN CH/i.NDRA ROY: Sir, may I Hii'Jwur tlit* 
<juehti()]i (HI of tlic Hoii’We S17 Xaliiii Kaiijaa Sarkei !•" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ten. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAK CHANDRA ROY (on behalf of the Hon'ble 
Sri Nalini Ranjan darker): (a) (/> A cash allowaucc iu lieu ot rations at 
coiicosioii rates \\;is r^auctjoiied with effect iroin the \>i .luiie, 1947 , U» 
( 7 ()verfiin<‘iit Ncrvants (liawiii<» a pa\ ot Ks. -tltO or l>eh)W'. Slidnic- ^cales 
wen* picscrihed (h'pendeiit on the iiumhei- ot taniily meiiihers, the maxima 
ot the scales hein/.»- admls^il^le to (foveriiineiit servants with tamilies con- 
sist in^^ (d foui 01 more members. 

(//) With rep-ard tf> the allowance referred to in the answer to question 
tr/) (/) “famil\" meant the (iovernment serxani hiinselt, his wife, children 
and urine else. 

(ill) Yes. 

(h) Th(‘ ( jrf)\ eriinieiit do not consider it necessary tr: modify the terms 
governing- the grant of the cash allowance lehured to in the answer to 
<|Uesti()n (o)(/) atsive ; 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: With reference to answer (01 {/) is the Hon’ble 
Minister awaie that according to Indian conception i.nnil\ nican^' besides 
wife and ehihln'ii, depmideiit parents, minor hrotheis and otiiers as well:' 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I 01 the pm pose i 
granting <'ash allowance (iovernment havi* decided that the tamiU should 
mean tlie |)ers(in hiniselt. Ins witi' and ehihlieii, .nid nom* else 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Will the II on’hle Minislci he pleasi-d to state wiis 
has this toreign conception (d tamil.v liemi a«lopti‘d tor this particular 
purpose r* 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: We have made it our 

own il i-' MO l(Uif.iei toieign m»w, 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Witli respect to hn I.inI aii^wel, will llie Iloii’hle 
Ministei he jileased to state whethei he intends to modil\ tin* meaning ot 
the word “lamily’' aceoiding to Indian eonrejilion in view rd the needs ot 
the [M'ople (d India F 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Xo, Sn 1 find that in 

none id the provinces ot )hunl»a\ , Madias. I niteil I’rovinces, and HihuT’, 
m»r in thi* Indian Dominion sindi casli allowances art' being paid it l-* 
onl\ in this province that wc pay if. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Witli retcn'Uce to ttie last answer, will (he llturhle 
Mniislci he plt-ascd to state wheth^'r he will "ct an cxamjde to the rest ot 
tmlia F 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 11 Mi. Basu will give 

us the monc^ , yes 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Anting out ot the aii.swer 4aiOM 
that “tamil>” nnant the (iovciummit smvant liiniselt. Iun wife, clulduoi 
ami noiii' ulse, will the Hon’hle Mtniistor he pleast'd to staf^^ wh v 1 )m“ ' woj I 
*'wite” lias been used in the ^ingulai numhi'i F Suppc'sing tite (inviun- 
ment servant is a Muslim, will it af»ply to all his wiv»‘s and childrenF 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Wives can l^aw lot. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Is that a statement of Government 
policy F ^ 

The HOh'ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Government only recour- 
uises 'wife and not wives, 
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jMab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: I‘ liave only mentioned the ease ot 
Muslims. But a Ifiudu ma> also have more than oue wife. So it ought 
to have been “wives’’ and not “wife". 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Quest ions are asked for eliciting 
inforinatioii only and not tor discu'^^ion. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Embankment of the Silabati river. 

5. Sri ANNADA PRASAD CHOUDHURY: Will the lion hie Minister 
111 cliarge of the Irrigaljon and Walerwa\.^ Department he ]>lea.sed to .^taU' — 

(a) the numln'r oi hr«‘ae]n*< in the emhankinent of the Silahali river 
rejKiired duiing the la-^t l(t years; 

(h) the amouni ol money spnit on n'pairs of tin* miihankmeiils of the 
Silahali ri\(‘r during the last 10 u-ais: 

(r) the amount ol money spent on inaintmiaiu-e of th«‘ iMuhankimmls of 
the Silahali ii\ei‘ during the last 10 \i‘ars; and 

(<I) tile amount of mone\ s]H*nl as udiet imuisure.s for repairs ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Sri Bhupati Majumdar): u>) ^ (h) 

Mm ^K*t 8 >,^h8n 

(r) ^ T>t^1 I 

id) I 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The West Bengal Security (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Su. L beg to mlnxiuce the 
^Vest Bengal Secuiity (Ammolmenti Bill, lOhS. 

(Th(‘ Seeietars then it‘ad the s|j(,rt title ot tfie Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I h(‘g ahso to move that 
tlie Wt‘sf Bengal Seeuifty < Ammidmmit i Bill, HMH, he takmi into considera- 
’auj. 

ilanab MD.' KHUDA BUKHSH: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, licfore we know 

Mr. SPEAKER: AV ill you jdease wait?' Let Mr. Basu first move his 
'Uiieudment. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: I want to h{H*ak on introduetion, 
‘Old if 1 ;jim jiermitted to do so, 1 shall show that hi.s amendment will 1)'^ 
< It of jilnooii 

Mr. SPEAKER: But introduction is not a inoilon. 

^Itie Hoh’Me Dr* BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But introduction is now 
over and we are now in the con. si derat ion stage. 

Mr. BREAKER: AVhat is it you want to speak on? Is it a point of 
ord^irf Y OU want to speak generally. 
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Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: I want to speak generally. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you can do that after Mr. Basu moves his 
amendnient. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sii, I hcg to move that the West Bengal Security 
tAmeiidmentj Bill, B>48, be circulated tor the purpose ot eliciting public 
opinion by tlie -lOtli Novembei, 1948. 

As ] have just moved my motion I think I shall speak at this stage 
explaining niy motion. You will remember, Sir, that on the last occasion 
when the West Bengal Seiiirity Bill was being debated in this House, 
people ol Bengal in unmistakable teims held innumerable meetings and 
demonstrations ami demonstiated their angei agaiii.nt th.it i>aiticular Bill 
which was called b\ them the Black Bill at that time. ((Question!) Tlr* 
(Jongiess membeis may go on ipiest loning, but the jample of We>t Bengal 
by tlieii 1 reedom-l(*ving tradition were roused to anger by tlu* servile imita- 
tion bs the ( ongri'ss of the British brand of rawle.''S laws lontaining 
[irovisions amongst (»thers foi detention without trial. The ('ongress could 
not at that stage mobilise public opinion in support of their l.iwle.ss Bi^ 
and w(‘ remcmb<‘r that except for one or two meetings in l‘ark Circus and 
Matiabuniz it w’as not possilile for Congress giuitlemen to ludd meetings 
HU])t)ort of the Hill. So later on in jiani*- thi*y had to invite Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Saidar Ihitel to lirowbcat [iiihlii ojiinioir in this 
province Thereafter that measure* was pushed through in this Chamber 
wdiib' firing and hifhi <diarg«‘s were going on outside and certain modifica- 
tions were included in that particular Bill with the fals(> piomises that it 
was for a limit(*d foirpose and that it was for su])pressing communalism 
and gooTidaisju and that also for a limiteil pi'iiod and that measure was 
pushed tlirong-h in this TTmise* and b(*eame an Act. 

I\>da\ after tin* Act has been given a tiial and the people liave seen that 
the hypocritical mask has fallen off hec.iusc it cannot an\ longei- lu* worn 
by the Congri'ss members or tin* Ministers and |)eoplc ha\e seen tin* impli- 
cations and purposes id’ the .\ct which aie now (juite clear, people have 
found, as 1 th(‘n pointed out, that it was meant to suppress nil opposition 
ami enish the people’s figlit airainst poverty. um*m])loyment and slavt'rv 
I warned the neoph* at that time that the Congress leaders wi-ie delih«‘ratel \' 
misleaditig public opinion Within two months of my predii'tion, unfoi- 
tufiatelv and to niv hitter cost, T was proved eurieet Tln’nTort*, tiieii* 
no reas*m to supjmse that in the im‘antime the ]>eoph‘ have all of a sudden 
elianged tlndr ojiinion in AV<‘st Bengal and have hi‘eome very enamoured 
of this Durtieular Bill of slaverv and restriction of freedom and they have 
heeonn* so fond of tin* Ministers sneaking from opjiosite — or, for instance, 
the trio, fir. B. C. Ro;\ , the TTon’lde Sri Kiran Sankar Rov nnd Sri Nalini 
Batiian Surker — that they will aeee]>t this measure. cThe Hon’hle 
8ri Kth\n Sank Ml Rov: These nam<*s are always in >our brain.) The 
lion ’hie Minister need not get impatient — T have still more to say. This 
measure seeks to deny the past concessions. Moreover, throug'h the creation 
of a very unnatural situation in the eountrv today whereby by declaration 
of st'ction 144 and bv promulgation of an emergency by the India Oovern- 
inent, they arc trying to gag public opinion so tliat it cannot he expressed 
in that same unmist akahle term ns it was expressed during the last occa- 
sion and in tlii.s .situation they are bringing forward this black Bill which 
i.s blacker — if anything ean he blacker — than the last one. Government 
should not make the working of the administration absolutely impossible 
ami their ]>hilosophv of life should not be restriction and ouU* restriction 
for the TTon’ble Minister perhaps remembers his dim past when he had 
read hist4>rv. He knows that if this restriction goes on and the worldng 
of demoiTJicy becomes irapo.s8ible in thivS country, then there mav be un- 
ple.asant consequences for the Government and for everybody. I would, 
therefore, 8Ugge.st, as I have done in niv motion, that this Bill should be 
sent to the people in the factories, in the ^elds and to dll tly^nhijprti^in 
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our country including the I.X.T.IJ.C. — the Congress Union — and their 
opinions elicited as to what they would wish the (Government to do with 
regard to this particular Bill. This is a verv democratic procedure and 
.shouhl be adopted for a measure which is certainly controversiul. 1 wouhl 
also suggest that at these meetings which are to be organised, b(»th the 
sujjpoiters of this Bill and the opponents like us should be allowed to speak 
and address tlie people and their (»pinions sought. If the peO])ie’s verdict 
IS for the Government, they can have the Bill and all the junMos that they 
want, t^f (‘ourse, the Ministers mif*ht sa\ “We have betui electial by (he 
people and. therefore, we shall do as \Ne please to suppress ei^il liberty ", 
but it is (ominon kn(o\ ledge that it was not on tlit‘ basis ot a ]>rogrannue 
tor the utter and conipbde suppression <»f the ptsiple that the (\>ngrcssmen 
were eb‘( ted and as far as tin* tecent eb-ctituis go. that is no eriterinn because 
we know that all opp(Jsilion has been (‘luslied. t}ie\ .ire not allowtal to do 
tlieir own propaganda and wi> know that pci»ple art' arrt'stt'd t'Vi'n if they 
go for election pro])aganda ainl, therebire. it is iinpt»ssible for rival gi'oups 
and parties to express their opinion in this situation. 

If mv motion, therefore, is acceptt'tl, 1 for on** will c(‘rtainly try to 
mobilise the people against this blat'k Bill and leail tlu'ni on to tht‘ paths 
of freedom and lilnoty. T know what the (‘ongrt'ss leadeis will do, Init, 
at th(' same timt‘, I shall eonvinct' tlo' pt'opb' that with eontimipl tht*,\ 
‘'hould throw out this Bill and the Ministtos whtt dare biing- such a Bill 
igainst which the jieople td' our connti\ hatl been fighting during the 
Andersonian da,\s and tlirougliout th<‘ last so many decades against British 
Irnjierialism. If this is not aecepteil. then, of eoursi', it would nx'an that 
thev by tlodr majority would make the working (d democracx imjiossible. 
For the c(mse(juem‘es. only thev can blaim* thmnselves. I would again 
ask them md to beliave as aiiv doomed class heliaxes, as an\ ruling ('las« 
whioh is (biono'd behav«*s. That is tlie same w'a\ that thesi* gentlemen are 
belia\ing. (tf ('ouise, the\ ma\ not IhmmI what 1 am s.uing heie mine 
may he a ioiU' voice - but 1 am sure that the freedom-loving people of onr 
'‘onntrv slndl aei’cjit what 1 am sa\ing liei<‘ toda> and md wliat. tliose 
gentlemen are saving sitting on those benelo's. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr Spi ‘aker. Sir. as f was saying 
that liefore I and fur the midter of that those who slmn* ni\ ojiinion define 
"Ur attiimb* towards this piece of b'gislal ion. T shall mak<* a f(‘W snb- 
Miissioiis before >ou foi \onr lam^ideiation. Sir. bd us fiist (d all take the 
'^tatmiK'nt of ()hj»>els and Beasons into « onsidiuatnm. It goes rui to sav 
>hat this Bill lias been necessitated in order to leitone eeitain doubts whitdi 
had arisen as to the interpndation of eeitain jirovisioris of tin* "West Bengal 
S<‘(‘urity Act. 1048. Sir, doiihfs had aris<m notably in respect (d suli- 
'Cidion ( 1 ) of sect ion IG where it was ))rovided that (bdention slmll be made 
"11 "reasonable grounds". Sir, the m.atti'r was before the Higli (Viurt ami 
ihe Government did md know what to do T’robaldv they untieipated the 
proTiomieement of the TTigh ronrt on the subjert and t}i('\ bad to bring in 
■tn Ordiiianee. Sir, the Ordinance was sometbiug bad eriongli and this 
Bill has gone far beyond the scope of the Ordinance and to that T shall 
‘ ome lafi'r on. Sir, those words “reasonable g-ronnds". .as you are aware, 
jvere not in the original draft of the Security Bill. They wa*re introdueed 
hy the Scleet Committee after due and mature eonsideration. As T have 
liad oceasion to fell the TTouse before, without divulging any secrets, that 
'hat Select Committee was assisted hy the Chief Secretarv. hy other deparf- 
^lental Stvretaries. bv otlier high poliee officials, who were invited by the 
''elect Committee to give the Select Comrnitfee of their experience, their 
•pinion and to fell the Select Committee exactlv wimt were the sliort- 
■omings of the existing laws tliat had to he fortified, what were the defieien- 
nes that had to W made good in the Seeurity Bill in order that the day- 
lo-day administration of fV country could he carried on. 

^*■1 ^ave heard aW the other day Sri J. C. ("Gupta when he roae to 
fpeak laying of the Orjinance that he has not resiled from hii 
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position that he still thinks that the words “reasonable grounds” should be 
there and ihat he went so far as to write a letter to the Hon’lile Minister 
in charge of this Bill stating his position. (The Ilorrble Sri Kika.v 
Sank.\h Hoy: He has not.) That is what he said. I am afraid Sri J. C. 
Gufda is iHtf here in the House. If he does eoine in the meantime I shall 
se(‘k liis j)ermission. (Shaik Moii\ma]) Kafiqce : He will not come.) H 
lie <loes not come today his speech is on record. He wrote a letter to the 
Hon’Jile Minister in charge stating that he had not resiled from the position 
thal he had taken up in the Select (Jommittee and he exjilained his position 
on a point of personal explanation on the floor of the House. 

Sir, J)r. Ghosh, who was then the Brime Minister presided over the 
deliheiations of the Select Cotnmittee, also acce])ted that in the present 
coni(‘\i of things, with the bureaucracy being what it is, with the officers 
beiijg what they are, the words “on reasonalik* grounds” should be there. 
Sir, we weiglied tlie pros and cons of tlie words “on reasonable grounds”, 
and w'c fcdt that essential safep^jards of jicojile’s liberties should be incor- 
jiorated into the body of tlie Bill, and it was so done. But, Sir, Govern- 
ment subse(|uenlly found — Dr. Ghosh is not liolding the reigns of Govern- 
ment now*, and another party within the Congress Party (Cries of “No, 

no; the same party*’.) 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATt MAZUMDAR: Dr Ghosh is with us and 
supporting the move. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: It is not the same ))aity. J am afraid. 

I will be able to provi' that there are some membiMs who share our views 
and who hav(‘ tabled ammidnKmts. I do not know whether partv discipline 
will albfW' thmii to Tno\(‘ thos<‘ aiiHmdmmits. Anyhow th«*\' have tabled 
some ammidmeiifs. And that shows thiit thidr s_\m])athy i'' cert.iinly with 
those amendments. 

Sir, thi' expression “doubts having arisen” is certainly an attmnpt to 
hoodwink the public. Thei<‘ is no question of doubts liaving arisen. AVc 
wanted to ])Ut the words then', we weiglu'd tlndr implication. w'C knew 
their meaning;, we knew how they will be utilised. Tlu‘retore thi' meaning 
that attached to the words “on reasonable grounds” at tlie time of their 
in<‘orporation in the Bill bv the Select ('ommittee still stands. Now*, 
mentimiing in the Stateinmit of ObjiM-ts ami Reasons the words “doubts 
having aiist-n” is emtainlv a fraud and an atteinjit at deception. Sir, I 
should have understood the Minister in charge of this Bill making a straight- 
forward statement and tidling u.s tliat here is a thing that was probably 
f'X]>edieni in those da\s, that was probably necessary in tliose days; but 
these things should not now remain, they sliould lie deleted, bceaiise the 
cirenmsianees havi‘ idianged. Then I should have iindmstood him. I 
Khonbl have tlien asked him what arc these eireumstames? I inigbt have 
juit a few questions, and T wanibl have understood the straightforward 
position and the straightforward statement of facts. 

Sir, here again it says “in order to remove eertain doubts”, a certain 
procmlun' has been adojitcd. I would, by way of illustration, draw your 
attention to item No. 8 which suiyB “to make it beyond all possible doubts 
that an order of detention under sub-section (/) of S(X*tion IG may be 
H'viewed by a diidge of the High Court more than once and while extend- 
ing the original duration of such orders to limit the period of subsequent 
extensions”. How* does it^ompare with the body of the Bill? If you will 
permit me. Sir, I will rend out the Ivodv of the Bill. Then, Sir, T shall 
fiulimit to you that they are inconsistent and everyone is free to draw his 
own conclusion. It reads “Provided that the Provincial Government may, 
if and so often as it thinks fit”. The statement of Ohiects and Reasons 
says “to make it bevond all possible doubts”, but in the body of the Bill it 
is ‘said “if and so often as it thinks fit”. Supposing the Government does 
not think it fit. then a matter will not be referred to (be High Court Judge 
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it all. But, Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons which is meant 
irobably for the consumption of the press and the country at large crt*ates 
in impression that Government are eager and anxious to place everything 
)efore a High Court Judge, 


Sir, I shall now draw your attention to item No. (T) which runs thus; 
‘to enhance from d months to 9 months the period during which ordinarily 
in order under section shall remain in force”. You .ire aware that 

[he original Bill had provisions in it to make an initial del ►•at ion of three 
months, and 'f the (Tovernmeiit weie satisfied, ami the High Coini .ludgo 
ivu'' vatisned that further detention was nee ‘ssary or wairci.'iei h\ eir- 
*n\'i‘'tane“s, the\ eould i^siie ‘^ulisiMpient ordeiN for detention. I.ike 

tliat, Sii', if a n.an could lx* lo‘|it j)er(‘nniall\ and e'»*n..iil, nndei' detonli«>n, 

1 do mit know why (iovernimmt <houhl now come forw ir»l ; ml want tint 
the initial detention ord<‘r sliould he made for nine *nonl]i,'>. So 1 sulunit 
that instead of remoiing any donhts, this Bill, this {>n*e.‘ et l(‘gislalion 
gives rise to serious doiiids ami misgivings about its Jiona fidrs ami its 
intention. Sir, ])r. (iliosh when he wa*^ idloting this Bill appeahsl to us 
in these words "allow demoeraey to funetion”. I shall reiterate that appeal 
and addre'^s tin* honoural'h' meinbeis silting opposite me, ami 1 shall ask 
them to allow denio('rae\’ to funetion. 1 niainlain. Sir. that this Bill has 

heen drafted and i^ heing piloted h\ a small gionp ot people insid(‘ tlm 

maioiity pait>. and, llo'iefon*, it n {ao'lainlv not the \erdicl o| (h<‘ ]»eoj)h‘. 
ft raniiot he said that it is denio<‘rat le. I find that nieiiihei’s ha\(’ had 
oi'easion^' to talde ameiidmeuts. I do md Know il iiltimateK they will 
move them and if (io\ ernnicni will six* lluor was to aiiept tliem.^ I'.veu 
so the} aie not in complete agreemeiil willi this Hill. AVlieii tlic Si'eiirity 
Bill was passed, it was passed alle? the jiailition; it was passed alter the 
advefit of fi’eed(iin. I hen the conditions were charged with sinister and 

dangerous ]Mi-si}iil it u-s and irauglil witii other |M»f<‘iit la 1 i t ie,s and daiigiTS. 

We giudginalN did I'oiieeth' to tlo’ (loveinment ot tliosr da\s e('rlain poiUMS 
which w*ue ^weelling m th<‘ir eliaraeler 'riieii the Hill was eharaetmised 
IS a "Hlaek HiH” a "lawless law” and all KiimIn ol names were giviui to 


jt AV(‘ fioni tins side <it the Ifoiisi* (elt that as no human tio\einnient 
ould for(‘se(* how llie silnalinn would take sliape, how communal as wadi 
as otlier situation would shape, (invernment ot out eountrv shmild he armed 
'Wth sufMeient pow'eis. afid grudgingly we .sunmideKal some ot our lille^tle:^ 
for the colleetiM- lihertv and peaee and stahilit\ ol |})(‘ I’loiiioe. Sinec 
tloMi, Sir. nine or ten months ha\e elapsed and we feel lliat the situation 
has iwen improving, and we lia\«‘ been thinkiim lliat a time would soon 
<(ime wlien tin* (fovernmeiit would bring in a Hill to relax some ot the 
stringency tlmt atta<died to lh<> <uiginal Seeinitv llill. Instead t loymnnient 
have s<>cn it fit and nroper to pn'seut us with tlii> measure 'Mils Hill then 
siigge.sfs, helyini: all our hopes and expectations, that instead of imi»iove- 
merit both in the eommunal as well as political situation in the ((juntry, 
tile situation has deteriorated, and not only deteriorated but. deterioialed 
trememloiislv. at Ica-«t three times. When (b»vernimmt fiist soiiglit powers, 
it wanted detention for three months only, hut hv matliemat leal eompulation 
when it wants 9 months. 1 mav be exeuMxl if T fee] that government thinks 
(hat the situation has d<9eriorated at least three limeH. Tt we are under i 
bdsc stnse of seeiiritv. if we are under a false son«e of eomplaeemy whv 
should not Government fake u- into their confidence \A hat are the national 
calamities we are faced with? Are AV l.eri 

and how. that situation has developed? Without these answers d will not 
be possible for us to give our co-operation and give ruu^ support to th.ft 
Bill. Two or three weeks ago there arose suddenlv in Imlm a situation 
which bad no parallel in the eountrv And pndiably G.ivernrnen m.g t 
have felt justified to arm ibemselves with more stringent powers B'd ^ 
i8 all over npw. The communal situation h^a.s not deteriorated, th 1 1 ^ 
have Whaved splendidly ftell : there ‘-'ve been no 
anywhere in the Province, Why should then Oovemment feel justified. 



100 


government bill. 


[27th Sbpt., 


whv should Govorument seek to am themselves with more power under 
the Security HiHl' 1 would, therefore, sugfjest to the (joveinment take 
the tell us where the dantfers are and what is 

b=‘;: i'.ri’ s'li, 1'lirsS s S; 

if::??,,;; ^ ."tl 

,M.,,rw,,o 1 Si,-, ,t \ ;x 11 1 “ 

,„„ve n slH.rt-noloe ano-ndment to tl s «' ‘-I,'" this 

Select ('oiiiinillee 11 onlv ask them to re.id the writing on 

cmiiieiiily rcusoiialiU* 1 (‘»»i m\\ < 

llic wall niul feel ihein “.Lay/ Jin nnlu rohcf/n . 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : Mr SjMaker, Sir, >r*r-rt<Rt 

a 'ttc3 

R'55' rcTiT^-'^C^ Dominion CW ^*17 Dominion 3 wr>7 i 

'iTTm':*nT ’T'S':^ jfjpTTT^ f%=T ’nc^c^r tpH 1 

^tf», ‘fTsrrrrsFf^Ti b‘'-5Tf^--''K5' - 3 ^ fVpT^--4^_ 

Prc-ff*( ,W.^^ Jic'fT JTTmtD, 7t*TTrTpr-~3^ n^rm, -c?’ tj'f 

’jtt-ji 1 at Prc^f^ ^ 1 - 3 ^^, ^nr. 

^RTi '^r.^ c'stc'St I r?»^-^i»T5T3fTi:*H 3^^•^ 1 ^?17 

«itP» cn jic<(t 1 nr=? cn 

f-Tc^tf 3 n’n«r 'SI =Ti. 'irPi 1 4«j»7 

ff’^-3rn^jftr*7 Ptc^< I cn?^i Tncis?, Pf? 'jtPs nmt*TT i 

’t'lC’i '27f^ =T^ WTi S'lPy's jns^^Tps'*? wti 1 '-rs anr^TF to ^ 

tsn*fl v^Ciff^C'^Tar, Ifar-f: •rfpj 3 C5f^t P^^ car 

n|!:»T Pf*!^ 5Tfl f/'fcj I ?P5Jn:<(i? <^Pvf^ PtoS^ i TO^arc^i 

aptr*! cn q'* sTN:=T. 3t o:? nar^ ‘tP-tth ^riipT-i 1 3 ? «7? to 

3 ;(tP't’'*l O'^ ’ftf-tfll I 3 'mraipT^t^ ^75 Z^r^f 'am opRTTS 

^CTI^ Pi 'JTtre, 'il'STfar^l of^T il’«f«a 3 ari i P^^ ^Pfm TO CTO TOTi:?? 

fTOM cj'flsj '4t1}^ '3rr:^;i <fPffli 'ir^ Pr?T^ ^TOi c^t '-iPKaj 

'Kcar^ffj P’5I^ -Tcaic^ I C^T ijprm'? ; 

•ijm c»i 7H -aft'-Tc? Pr^rr^i^ Cb^i aiTO — Indoiu^aiacs 

ibh 1 Siam 3 3 m cb^i bTO ij<; fr^Tc^ cb^i to^i 

CTO 3 Pl'?K<^ ah I TOTaf b ^TSTOl' ^ tf^ 

P^^C^aj ^piqT^ Pr>8rC^ fl>Pi 3 '-fyfjJi RfbU I C^ aftf^ 

nTO^ on'-I^C=7 CaniJll^Pb^ I TO-^I ?:ajTr^.j arrajfsq P^^R-.-rffl ^ I ’’RimT 

CTO^ arj TOtW c*fCl3 5^<i ^C»T Colonial expansion 

MR»R (Rt^l *It?f I 'm ^b4J pr^ lT3f I 'a»mi W 

'tiTM ’Tt^tP^n^i'r] I m^rf^TOT:^ rg mifnmw, 
’TTC^ Economic Im[X‘rialism ^ ?9-— or ’Rtl t[RT ^Cl 

TO I 4? ’TtipVI^R TOsn (R-f fTO “mD. Pfl sftpRT? PrTO?^ 'srf^ f^l^, 

'?f^. wP$ s TOTTff j i^r (RfR c^n 'wt’R ^T*TT ?i I TO *nf ' — Com- 

munist Party iirs 'lPf4V« cTO (?i^ *nCf toi i ttiRri cTO frc« <?it< 
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rv control ^8 guide ^ cn^ party^ 05ii OfTt 

’tm TO TOt*^ ’tt 3?n TO cn jpr ofcH frof^ « Rt^|^5rnr vR (TWjiTO 

^ C7^r to ^ 

TO^, — Connnunist Party i >43^ 

TO ^ ^ TOf Russia-dominated 1 inrt'-lit 

imi>erialism «rtTOir 1 Colonial Impt'rialism 

American I mperialifim 3 TO^n f^'S Russian 

Imperialismiisrf^^ f<F to il^^3TO=ti ^TOin 'JQ^ 

oi *TS^ ’T’j’Tt^T ^i:?rr^. fto v?i ) 'sn«r ^tc^rtRi 

rm irs^T imperuilism-3^ to TOc^ nsi^^^Ti 

TO I 

Comrade c^rffi rn ^’:-ff<r*?l c'lf -tr3 party^ ^rc^Tt^ 

S-CirriJ I ufw r.TO -^^(.7 3 r;i:f,7 C'-tt^TmTO ^I’T STfl, Z\ W 

c? f<r^ ^sTT! -sTrcF I c^nf% m ut^r iTi--cnt Ft*i external aggreSHHion^a 

=?R'rf3F5r:‘-H ^rti i fiR ^a: ^\a party Ft*T ^'Rto Co^a QAfh 

crf^ Uij* r?Ti?i FRRc=f F5R I (Janab Mn. Khtda HrKUsu : Fsr ^totR 

R TO*T’) Comrade c^nR A^ R1 Ceylon, N(*pal, Burma c^lC^f TOtm 

C’TR aTO I 'srtRi inti'rnal revolution- oA '^R i ‘5=?: (71^ 

I S't'Tff I 

Comrade* dyoti Ba.su c^i C^n-?' 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: On a point of onler, Sir Is the honourable 
gentleman (‘lit It led to call me hi'i eomradey Ceituinl v I am not his comrade 
and thereioi'e he should ad(lr(*s.s im* in the prop(*i way. 

W*** 8PEAKER! ])o you ob)(*et to his calling yo\i comrade I** 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: \es. Sir. I do obj(‘et, las ause I am not his ('omrude 
‘ind 1 do not int<‘nd to be liis comrade. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: d lien the honourable member need not address him as 
< 0111 rade. 


Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: ^rr, 

r.r.n r.., ^ c. r»c^ .t^rr 

c,,«, I 

-? cTt r=ri5-i) a^,., fli, ,,rarn, c-rf .1 Til 

ans-j pr=, Hf^., „'bH-,|l! „„ ,„__ 

Sri JYOTI BA8U; (»« a point ..t order, sil. A.-, \.in knott (lie imrli 

do^rz.'*;;. .:;n'ti!::';t - 

tc. it*'"' *’*^*'^^’*' '* *' ‘"‘>'-j»'lirr. ])r. Dnneije,., um sl,„uld not refer 


Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: ^t-.0’«rta ca Hlrike r, 3,3 ftr.« 

faaa 1 cn^tc^i c-aiS gra '.^t W»teh nn.l W^arrl .rm gtm >f3T m 

ftcstr ,c«rr« .,rw. 7fl} .rfin, o,R,R™n 

a^R tfr-p, u:, ft: s.r,c, ^nc5 cn >wc, 


M„r.“rp’‘l'.'''’'‘''’:'' ‘.’‘..*'.‘" "T'' "' •‘""■''“.V ].eKi,lntne Asseinblv Sri 

li . ' "^1 ^**^.‘‘* tlint the ^reund (nr Mr. Dance's deteiitinn uhh tint 

unlaTfii*'’ 1“^ a.isoeiate. uii.l f<dl.,«er« t<i <.dle.l ariii.s unJ form 

f{'„ ^ „‘‘'’"‘y “I'" 'uSitrate aelh of euhotape, Mr. JUriu-e is the 

Wal Seeretarv an.l, a, sneh, the leader of tife Connrir.n!:, Ivty in 
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BtCW c=f^l I i)C^ ‘il^ fV 151 C?Wl ?T?f ij?* ' 

JC^ f^f^T i^rriTtFII ^ Sf 5*5 I ^WU ^ 

i?«ti jtR tc^t ^R, ry^] ntipf 4^ Rr^ ^ ^ 15 ^ Tin ^stus R 

45 r*, c>r^R c=f-r^ tc’spj ^ir^s 1 lartR 4 ^ R^ ^ c^f:^ 

^tc^. Tr?r‘( '*TfR ![R^ ^R 1 ^ cfmvz ^ ![R^ i*Trr»ft?rri^^ 

crm =Tt*fi =n ’^npm R ^rn 'mR c^i m ^rrtTws 

tfR^ 5 mir 5 Btu 'stm ''t^r’^ 4 ^ Rr^ wfe^r Rn^ R^ 1 4 ^«frf^'S isrpit ’rr^i ?t’frr 

rc=T, c**^^ 9v:W.^ ^\r.^ Rj ^ri R| c^’t ’tspiRR^r^^ 

i*TR^M<j -^i;^ ’»f‘-j rr^ 1 ttu vftTr^F •jtwtt^ (TOs | ^-^Rr^tTr^ 

^raR^ii 4 ^ 1 ^ 4 ^ Rsr^ -^I'm c^<( ^1 1 

4 ^ R:^ c^i^ n-?:lK'Tt ^jhPi i 1;^ 4 ^ ?C 5 ^— 

m CTtr^ ’RTl rrr.^^ R?t ^ 71 — c^ aroac=F protected area — ^T^iriV^ 

W'tl ^X^.— -'\h ’TST’? tfT‘^f?l ^C^R^IC^tR, CB^l W 15 W? iRP^ 

^1 R^ ^ri? 4 ^ R ^to^f n‘i? ''t^T's — 1 4isi''t w .'^ 

^tr^ c'T'tTRF ™ 5 f;iT. ^’>Fi ’TIT'S ’^rufi^irRr I Tr*mi 

i| 9 (v] ofipi Rrr^ 7 t‘T t-i*! 4 infC"t^ T’:tR ‘5 

C*T^ I 4t ^TT^tT 4^f^ 4^ R:T ’TfiitT R*Mt TtCl^ I 4? R?RT 

T^T 4TfP T;C‘tt<f*n ^J%\^ TfCI? I njT Tt^C^ C^fT 3 C^'-T^C^ I 5(R1 M^frS Tt^RTTI ^11 

(RFra '!fo<n‘fr =TT«f?:i '-tmii i (Xt ^ 5 HrT =7 =T»??:?r 4 !‘ Rr^i r: ^=ti rnrr^ i ’nc? 

TC^y irn ?i <yr'\ civil war a^fu Ttci? crt ^‘"IT 

CTt^rif Tik 4 =Tt^i TT 5 !> 4 ^: iti:^ :> ^n Rr*t^ rn i cr 

c^\^ ^fTi 7 'ii Tpr<i 4 CTr‘i ^Rjih ti '‘if 7 :^=T 5 ’?:i ’itR ^i, ^R^n: 5 Tt^ 

c^-ft. TpRi Tw c^T 3 Ti 1 4 THi:''t 0 3 ^ 7 : 3 ^ ^nr-ttu 3 (t 3 i 7 ) 3 ft 3 T •^^] rm^ i ^ipti 
' 4 «"f R^ifi RcjftrjRci: cRi s mri^ii jnt:* '<fi*f vnjt^f c’fnri? (7t iRn ct 
’mij ilTTT '5^, :? 3rtn ^■rti ■•in i 

4 lf *fTMT ’T:cft*f*n Rt wM tl’t:® TTTi ;.i:'f?} 3 j:v}i ^=n trr^Hi Trsit^ ni R§ 

'TRriifd '-yRJRf? 'ItIpTJ R^PC« i ■•oji coninumism T^fK ’ifjrrrrcw^ Rs'CSi Tr^iRT Rj^ ^rft i 
Ttr^f 3 ctrci V'l ^ ^ 

71^ >r^wf «ttR \Q ?Rr *117:^ i 4$’ 3T*>«pR tpri 

ViiR I ntTTTTc^r-T vftRr RR?:! 3prt^*^TT?i Tt^r^i ^prvfvi nmi 

^trerr i ^R^R 5 ^^^ 4 ’i R^rtr c-^rr ^ift, tRctI'T 

^'fsiTN RPC’S I 

Sri JYOTI BA 8 U : =sR 4 r?r R^cst's i '> 

Dr. 8 URE 8 H CHANDRA BANERilEE : R 3 rt 4 -i:{^-^^ ^ 

R TTc^ 4ifT II ^^1 "I®* I OT R^H-tf«n-wT5j Tr^4^ 4mTrT wtt ^rm 

^ 51 1 c^ 5 Fm sR zz^ — 

(> ) ^fi-f ^ 45 t: $51 ;rtf 5 ^i ^pRn c»s?r] $Ri i t 5 ^ ?$t 3 ?i 

c’^PT ’’pmc^ 3 nRii mcT \ ?PFt^ c^ 5310 SRi ^ 1 
(^ ) ^o < 77 3 WT-ft ’P'lMfNl ^ ^ TTt^CI 4 <( 3 ? «(trTT CT^ m ^T|R 

I fm TtTftW c»^ 3 in 4 ?: cT^ m ^ \^, ‘^fz^, c^?, 
tifRir ?5 vrRiprir tlR^tirii ^tc^ Rc^ni 1 

» 

Mr. SPEAKER: I>r. Buuerjee, I am afraid you are speakiug* beyond 
the scope of the Bill. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : ^ 

^ ^iT I »TH *Ttfl^ 

fV 3 W I 

^ 5 ^( 7 ? om >rr*^f^ tot<f ^ f^“nr ^ i fVi f^cstir^'a wvi i 

"ST^rm ^nsr T?r5 ?a i *iti:^ ^c<^ ttf^rs ’(rt’T ^ cn 
^rw ’rnn^ 4^; 4$ f^rr^R ^vit'q 5T^ i 

nzw ^ c^ m t^i t[®i ?'c^ 

Tmi i ^r^'Q 

^f^i «{5f5r3r c*tr^ c^ n=^ 4c^i ’srtic’^ «nr^ 1 

^“nni I ofc*R ^’iN f«o ^irm 

C5?j ?rrF!5i ^t'j?itr^vn 41 pm 4c^ ^c’H m’T ’im 

^rpm ^ 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 should tisk you to contino yourst^lf to tho subject matter ot 
the BiU. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : m^b\ cbT-ri qfc^ 4ri^^r4 ?T4 

iim ^t3 dofr5r^‘^ Sfb'3f ^ir^iT •nn 4'*?* ’Tfrr ’rsti 

r^n; '■itri ’tr^i ^-<1 Sfbi: 1 nz^ •jfiir^^i Jttf-i^'^i'i c’tx'i- 

Jt^RS’iTtC'fR ^rnntx-s iH vn Av. ^^'9 

( 3^1 ^1 ^■5 I 4 $ irf^ ^-Tl r^J 4 X<f?{ Jfvffyf' -iw 4 ^*, 

■^frr^ ^THRI iirrc=lt 4? C^I SCSfClI ’Stf*ll 6) 'ttC^ J'-lflM'S V:^ \ 

4$ ^vfi c=ttc^ f^nrPl ’Fffi:- 1 

(The Ilou^e was then adjourned for fif((‘en niijiutes.) 


(Afttr <t(l jou rniiu'h( ) 

ilanab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN; 'Mr. Sjaakfi, Su. while sjusikin^ 
(Ui the W'fst Ihui^'-al Security ( Ameiidiiieiit ) Hill, 1 !MS. 1 do not like to 
iccall tlie untort uiiat(‘ inculent^ that took place <luriii^^ the passa^o* of the 
West Benf»al S<*eunty Bill. Aor do I like to lehT to the speeches ol th(^ 
lionoui able iiounlter^ ot tin* ( )j»po.*<il lou wlitui the Special Bowei.s (Aiiiend- 
luent I Ordinaiici’, |!M(J- 47 . weie [dai-ed in the llou.se and particularly tin* 
^petM'hes ot the present lion ble Keveinn* .»nd dudn ial Ministeih and also I 
do not like to enailate ni\ friends h\ iinputin;: inoti\es to the author of thtr 
present Bill. Sii. the West Beniral Seiaintx Act (*\en without the propiised 
ainendiiHUit.'' i*n .Niiliicieiitly diastn*. 4 he autlioi oi the pie.sent, Bill uunts 
to chaiif’i'e .nonie ot the exi-'tin^'' pio\i>ions and .d.so make eel tain turther 
ainendinents in onler to make the Act much nmie stiin).fent. hut, Sir, he has 
not adduced Milhcient lea'^oiis w'h\ he wants th<‘se nioditical ions. Sir, the* 
Flon hle Member in chaise <»t the Bill in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons only said that it was ui)ieiitly lelt necessary tr> remo\e certain 
doulits which had ari.sen as to the interpretation of eeitain provisions of the 
Act, but. Sir, we f«*el that (iovei nnieiit should take tfie Ilouse into eon- 
fiilence and tell us the actual nature of diffi<*ulties and how far tlu'.se diffi- 
cultie.s are interfering’' with th(‘ .safety of th<* State, because- safety of t)i4» 
State i.s tlie primary consideration and all other considerations must he* 
subordinated. Merely mention of difficulties hliould not be Ku/ficient, The 
exigencies that might have existe<l one or two weeks before do not «‘xist now 
and epeeially after the fall of Hyderabad. Sir, if aia-ording to iiovernraent 
the exigencie.s still exist, please tell ii.s be<*auHe we are no less anxious for 
the safety of the State tlian our friends sitting in front of us. 

Sir, Dr. (}hosh, when he introduced the original Bill, told the Hou.se 
that he wanted these powers for the prevention of illegal acquisition, 
possession or use of arms^ for the suppression of subversive movements 
endangering communal harmony or safety or stability of the province, for 
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the suppression of goondas qikJ for msiiutaiiiin^ services esseiitiul to life of 
the community. So ne hope, Sir, that tlie author of the present Bill will 
p^ive the Tlouso some eonvineiiig reasons in support of his Bill. If the 
Ilon’hle Member in eharge of the Bill feels that no arguments are nerpsary 
and he will (arrv everything through sheer majority of votes, let him do 
80 , we shall only bulge our fe«d)le protest. 

Sir, when ue discuss Ihe Itill clause by clause we shall he able to discuss 
them more elaborai(dy. But at this stage 1 would like to draw the atten- 
tion of th(! House to the clauses which 1 con.>ider to he absolutely pernicious. 
Let us take clause t» of the Itill. The Membei- in ('harge wants to omit the 
wairds “on reasonable grounds^ from sub-section (7) of section H) of the 
Security Act. lict us r(*a(] tlie s<‘ction after dehdion of the words “on 
reasonable grounds”. I'he Ihovincial (iovernment. it satisfied with re3- 
p(*et to any particular person, etc. The W’ords “if satisfied” have no mean- 
ing without tlu* words “on reasonabb‘ grounds”. Sir, who is going to 
administer the various provisions of this Act — (‘ertainly not the IfonTile 
Ihemier, nor the Hon’ble Minister in cbaige of the Hoiiic Department 
be(!ause neither they have tin* time nor it is possible for them to examine 
each and individual case; even if they want to (‘xaniiiie, they will have 
de[)end on the report.s of theii othcers ♦•ven though th(‘ reports may not be 
based on reasmiable grounds. Sir. who can .sa\ in the present \icious 
atmosphen* that all the oflicers of the ( i(»vernmeuf aie impaitial. free' from 
eommunal bins ami also honest. Smdi bidng the ^t.lte of affairs (bul alone 
knows what will be our fate if somehow or othei we incui the disjileasure 
of tin* otHi'ials, sjUM’ially tlu' pidice. The words “on reasonable grounds” 
was a suflicimit cluu-k on the vagaries of unscrupulous offices. 

Sir, in the original Bill the words “on reasomibb* grounds” did not find 
a place but the Select (b)mmittee aft(‘r careful coiisideral ion insmled these 
words. Sir, wi* aho do not see sutlicimit justifications oi the amendimuit of 
sec'tion 17 and also the proviso to sub-section (‘J) of scriion 'ft* Sir, it is 
not the membeis who sit in the Hpposition who ha\e taken obiection to the 
provisions of tlie Bill but even some of the stalwart membei'- of tlie (tovern- 
nient party havi' also taken ob|e<‘tion to the provl^lons of tin* Ihll. Sir. 
w'(' d<' not Know what will Im* tin* tinal attitude <d these membeis towards 
the amendments to lh<‘ Bill tluw have tabled. Ihdbably the\ will be sub- 
jected to the jiartN <liscij)line ])ut all the --ame we can taki- it that their 
sympathies are with those amendment'-. Sir, in a d^muKuatic (fovernment 
one must submit to the rule of majoiit\ e\t‘n though it may be unjust. 

B(‘fore 1 sit down 1 would laajnest tin* honourable memluMS of th(‘ House 
to read todav’s edittuial of the “state'-nian” , if the> have not already 
read. The editorial has givtui a pen picture of the annuidiuents whiidi the* 
(lON’ernmeiit seek to introduce and it> c(Mise(|uential eff'cet and the I'ditorial 
deserves the congi at illation^ oi all right-thinking men. Sir, I cannot 
resist tlu‘ t«*mj»tation ot (pioting a ft‘w line-- from tht' edit.>rial-^“Bureau- 
eracies an* not infallibb’ There is mon'over a ndevant legal maxim 

that jnsli(‘e should not nn‘reB be done, but ajijiear to b«* done . 

Janab MUOA88IR H088AIN: Mr. Speakei, Sir, I had no desire to 
take part in the priMeeding" t«>da\ be<‘:uist‘ this (hdiatt* of today reminds me 
of a speech wlindi was delivered by our honour. ihle leadei. Mr. Kiran Sankar 
U(»\ , w I h'U he was the I.ea<h*r of the O]»po.sitilon. Sir. he said on the last 
day of his hudget speech^ “You may have leasiui on vour side, \ou may 
hav( justice on your side^ \ou inav have logie on \our side. >ou may have 
right on your side, hut if you have no efleetivi* vote <ui your side your cry 
is a erv in the wilderness and you will be treated just like an abandoned 
child in a forest”. 

TIm Honllto Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: The last two lines are nat 
mine. 
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4gnall MUDAS8IR H088AIN: The lust two. lines are niv roiHiuent 
i>ver \oiir learned speech. So, Sir, show ot reason, show ot lo^ri<‘ is useless 
and is of no avail. Therefore, Sir, 1 had no desire to take jmrt in tiie pro- 
(‘cediiiprs of this Asseinhly today, hut. Sir, hy iny sihuice it may he thought 
that 1 consent to lliis Bill, tJiis hlack Bill a.-^ hlack as 
(laup:hteiK This Jtill whicli is as dark as :rrthT*fH I 

Aov\ , Sii , the \\e.st(*rii torni ot deiuocra<‘y is not suitahh‘ to our countrv. 
I have .‘.aid this more than once on the lioor of this IBmse. The western 
lorm ot democracy is not .suitable to the puiius of this eouiitry. and this 
Bill, Sir, jiroves coiieluMvel\ that I am correet. Accoidiiio to ille we.steru 
torin ot deinocrae\ , \\h(*ne\er a Jhll ot nionuMitous iiuporl .nice is ciuisidered, 
llu‘ t)|)])()sition and ever\ othiu' party aie called, and their ciuin.sels and 
a<]\ices tiikmi Ifut. Sii, in this Ass<*inhl\ the paitx in power todav in their 
airo^Miice, havin<^' hecono' drunk and into.xicak'd with Iht* possession of 
power, have thrown to the wind all torms ot adNice; siU'h ad\ici‘s are 
ic^all\ and tormally c’iM'ii t<» tlie pait\ in powci in other (hunocratic eoun- 
tries Ilu‘\ ar(‘ mo\ini‘' in then insolent wa\ My humlih* ojiini(»n is that this 
Bill will (ieteat its «)wn ohjeet. loui a penal nu'asuie is passed, it is 
ImssimI t(»r the junposi* ot sup]u es>inj^- <itVenees or any other- things. But, 
Sir, in tliis ease \ ou ( onoresv ^entlenuui ! appeal to them thi'ou^h you, 
Sir ( laughter )--{ A voj< r ihom im (iom.uwii.m iumhks; lie has 
m.ina^'ed to renimuhei you) - you ha\e \oui own lApein-ma* th.it suppression 
and oppression ai(* ot no tixail to peisons who are hent upon to aehe\<‘ tli(*ir 
o})jeeti\es when the\ are ^nided In some nh-al. tA \ol(K itto.M tioVKiiN- 
Mi.M lU'.Nf IIKS : The forei^rier was theie then ) You aie phpsili^ the )mrt 
"t tlu* toiemuer mtw I he ior(‘i”‘ner was better than \on are. ^Dun' 
suppressed you, (he\ oppressed \ou. tlie\ put you in jar), ami vou wer<> 

tfs’J i>n<l what was tlu* n'sullr' (amid th*' British suppre.ss 

ih(* heart or spirit ot Mahatma (Jamlhi or I'.imlit \ehrn or Ahul Kalam 
Azad and othm pejsoiis!'' Ao So, Sii, 1 .ippeal to \ou with all tlu* rairm'st- 
ness that I e.ni eommand that il the\. the Britisli. who lhou;ilit of you ai* 
their emunx , could riot suppiess vou h\ pultin;.'- \ou in jail, hy loriuring 
\ou, }>\ ojiinessiu^- you. ami doinjr eeilain other lhiri}.rs, (lo \ou tliink that 
> ou e.iu supples, s this mo\em«*nt which \mi are hent upon doin^ In simplv 
tiikiii^^ powers and fuittin^r certain persons in jail witloml trial? 1 dt> not 
think you can do that. (Tin- llon'hie Sri Kinw Si.mcmi Boy: Whirdi 
nicn’ement ?) The communist movement. 1 am a plain-speakin)^ man. an 
«'Utsj»oken inaii. I do not know what is dujdreitv. ( 'onsei|ucntly I think 
this is directed a^^anist the communists. (A nokk r uom ( hivi’.nxMKN'r 
J'Kxc'iff..* : So, \ ou an* speakiii}.'^ on helialf of the communists!) (Shaik 
Mom MU) B UIOUK : We are for faiiplav.t Vou are pl.i\iri|ji- the part oj 
the British and tin* communists .m* pla\ in^ the part of the ( 'on^»-r»*sH. (A 
voi( F 1 ifoM (ioVKKNMhM iu*..N(Hr.s: jlut wliat part are \ou playing ?) Wo 
are in the middle path neither this sid*- nor that sidi*. 

Then, Sir, m\ humhle sulmiissinn hefoi-c \ou throuj^h \ou. Sir. always 
throufjrh you— is that you should ealmlv eonsider and think o\er the inattf^r 
as to how you can j)ut down this inovenieiit. Mv liumhlc opinion in that 
'OU cannot put it down 1)\ putting/ them in jail, h\ takini*: more powers and 
hv doinji sundrv other ihimrs. To he* sueeessfu] vou have to to|]r»w Mahatma 
Gandhi. You havr**to follow tlx* non-violent primiple which was inculc’ated 
hy the jjreatc'st person of the present time. Mahatma Gandhi, Wliat did 
he sav? . Wlitn 1 spoke on the Draft (’onstitiition. T said that if vou follow 
the principles laid down hy Maliafnia (iandhi everyfliinji^ will he* all rit^ht, 
hut you never follow them. Instead of that, you fedlow tlic* principleH of 
industriali.sfs. you follow the j)rinri])h*s of c anitaliHl countries like* Kn^land, 
America and such like countries, and vou did not draw un a constitution 
accord imr to the ^^uidinjr principle of Mahatma Gandhi, What T mean h> 
«av ift this: aou start denrocraev from the very heirinnintr, /.e,, from the 
and take into eonfidence the entire jieople. You should have; village 
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parliament, then union parliament. Then every party — communist, 
Congress, Muslims, Hindus, everybody will come in and give their best for 
the im])rovenieiit of our dear Fatherland. 

(\ VOICE FROM THE GOVERNMENT i«EN(TiEs Fatherland or Motherland I" > 
Fatherland and Mollierland are the same thing. There is no differenc(‘. 
Tlierelore, Sir, the western form of demo<Taey is not suitable to our country. 
Is it proj)er, is it just to arrest a person and put him in jail without show- 
ing any ieasf>n? You suspeeted a person and you put him in jail. If a 

person liapf>ens not to agree with you, you think that he is a verv bad man 

and you arrest In’ni and put him in jail and he will have no remedy. You 

play the part of a Hindu Maharaja 

(Janab Syed Badnidduja rose to speak.) 

(I'lie Jforrble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy also rose to speak.) 

Janab SYED BADRUDDUJA: Let the llon'hle Minist^T speak, Sir; I 
shall speak after the Hon’ble Minister; I shall speak on the third reading. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Mh* want to hear the Ilon’hle the Home 
Ministfu- first arul alt(‘r he has spoken we would lik(* to speak as othei\vi>(‘ 
we will not Know wlial aie the reasons which impelled Inm 1o hTing forward 
this Hill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That eannot he. Yes, the Ilon'hh* Sii Kiian Sankar 
R(»} . 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr Sp. ds«i. 1 h ue Ik u.l 

th(‘ speeche.s (d the IjoiuMirahle gentlemen opposite very earetuJl} and I 
confess, Sir, the hrilliant spi-ech (d the last speaker almost ovei w )i(dnie<l 
m(‘. If I had yifdded to emotion I would have withdiawii the Hill straight 
oft hut diitv eompids me to proceed with tlie Hill and I hojie in the ^eiierosiyv 
of his mind !k' will lorgive me tor that. 

Jtegarding l(ie sjieeihes of m\ fiieiids Mi Khuda Hukhsh and Mt. 
Rahman I found (limn (-ritieise tin* sei'tioiiv and wh:it(‘\t‘r I havt* got to say 
in this regard 1 will say when tlm^e amendment^ are mov(*d and open 
for discussion. Regarding Mr. .I\oti Hasu, 1 confess, Sir. I was jdeasantly 
8urpris«‘d al his mmteration. 'riieie was maiked alxenee ol his usual ahu'ics 
ami vit upci at ion. 1 do not know wliethcr it is due to liis advauciug yeais 
or the dawuiug oi seus(> but, whati'wr it is. 1 eougratulate him. Sir, 
Mr. Hasu has mo\ed a motion pro])osing (‘ireulation (d thi-- Hill for ]>uhlie 
o[)ini(Mi hut I do m»t think it neeessarv to <urrulate this lUll. The Ordinama* 
on which this ]b!! is liased has been before tlu' jmblii' tor a hmg time. TIk‘ 
]ir<‘s.s which reflects public opinion ha*' sup]ioit(‘d tin* steps we have takim 
to supress tht‘ suh^eisiv<‘ aetivities ot tin* lawless elements. Tw(» elections 
have been fought iii wbicli onr opponents made this the ]>rincipal issue. 
In the Malda elei tion 1 was called the hangman and I was also called a 
murderer heeause it was alleLonl I was respousiide for all the atrocities 
eommitti'd under this Art. Therefore it eannot he said that the AV Cst 
Bengal StMUirity Hill (»r the measures we have tak»*n to suppress these law- 
less (dements wt're not luTore the piiblii'. They w’ere before the juiblie. In 
both the (dt*etions, (lie partv of chaos and anaiahy had Ixaui routt‘d. Their 
candidates had to forfeit their seiuirity money. I have no doubt whatever 
in my mind that the public has supported us, is supporting iis and wdU 
continue to support us in our attempt to prevent eliaos and annrehv in this 
Province. (Cheers from Hi** Treasury BeuebevS.) AVe are toW! that we are 
not <uily enacting tiie (triTinanee, but we ar(‘ also making some of the sec- 
tions sonu'wliat stringent. That true. That is a regrettable nef'essity. 
The situation in tins Provinee requires stringent measures if we are to save 
this Provin<*e of AA est Bengal from auandiy. Let us examine the situation 
outside the border of India — the Rituation in South-East Asia. It 
apparent to every intelligent observer of current events that this preach- 
ing and preparation for violent seieure of power is not peculiar to India or 
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to Bengal. It is part of au international plan. If anybofly has any iloubt, 
let him look to China with twenty years of civil war; let him look to the 
recent events in Java; let him look nearer home to Buima where ministers 
after ministers are being assassinated by these forces of disorder. Burma 
today is torn by sanguinary civil war. Burma freed herself fnuu the 
.Taiwanese. Burma freed herself from the British «lomination but where is 
her independence todays Her independence is disappcaiing in a sea ()f 
blood; that is the condition in Burma today. We find anarchy creeping 
towards Bengal from Burma througli Arakan and 1 have no d(nd)t in my 
mind that we would have the .same experiem-c here if we Inni not been 
alert from the beginning. Even now we do not know what may hapi)eii 
if wo allow the forces of disorder to get the upper hand. 

T hope the honourable members will bear in mind the .situation in this 
Province when the West Bengal Security A(‘t was (‘iiacted first and the 
situation now'. Mahatinaji had not been a.ssa.ssinated then. 1 he love and 
^latitude of an entire nation c(uild not pr(»tc(‘( him fiom the hands of an 
assassin. Tliere was no R.S.S. at tht‘ time, at least not much activity, 
'rherc was uo trouble like the one we had in Hyderabad and which for- 
tunately had ended witlmut much bloodshed. But l(‘t us not forget that 
the situation in our eastern border is not peaceful. Occasional troubles are 
taking ]dace and we have to take drastic stci)s to prevent infiltration of 
undesirable ehuntuits from beyond the bord(*r. e ha\(* to be candul in 
tlie boi'der di.stricts. 

Some friends have expre.ssed misgiving lest this Act be iisctl to suppress 
legitimate trade union activities, ] can assure them with all the suic<‘rity 
I possess that there is no apprciicnsion f(*r that. So far as imluslnal strikes 
are concerned— strikes which are declared under the Tiad(‘ Disputes Act — 
tlie Public Seenritv Act can liavc nothing to do with them. But there again 
ur sometimes find that where tliere is a trade dispute* because of just gno- 
N mecs of labour, there are iniscliieNous iieoph- who u^mt to utilize Hie 
Mtuaiion l.v misleading the workers into violent and illegal actions. 
Assaults on officials, forcibly compelling tlic oihcials to agree to terms 
dictateei bv the work(‘rs, lh<*se me activities whnli no (fovernment can 
l..leratc Nor can wc Uderate tin* anti-s.adal acti^itics (,i sniiigg ers and 
hlackinaiketcrs. Wc have found the ordinarv law inade^fpiatc to deal with 
Ih’cse blackmarketers. l-Acrybody knows that if is im].ossibl(‘ tn get cvi- 

eviiicnce such as would couviiicc a court of law- -that a yicrson is 

-iiiltv of ainuptrliiifr or Mackinarkotinjr. AVo l.a.l to fako rorourso to the 
Security .Art and if iirrcsaary «r intend to take rceourae to tliia Aet inerenH- 
Iiiply for Iireveution of siniiKylini; and Idaekiuarketinir. ft lieiua from the 
Treasury Benches.') 

The worst feature of these jiarties of chaos is tlicir new programme of 
capturing and colleeting amis. For the information of the House T will 
idaee before them the arms, category by rategory. have been able to 
seize — 

Vo#asf/.— Revolvers— onuntry-made r., foreign .'i9; pistol^eounfry-mndo 
U, forh>n 74; puns— foreipu-mado 20 and rountry-made 90; we have not 
got the figures, district by district. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Does that include Mur.shidabad? 


The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 

Murshidabad, 


Yes, it also includes 


Th. Hon’Me Sri KIBAN SANKAR BOY; I have not pot the fipurcs, 
district by district, hut I know that Murshidabad is also included. 


Juiab ABOUB RAHllAM 

please have the micTopnone working* We 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you 
cannot near him from here. 
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Tha Hon’ble Sri KIR AN 8ANKAR ROY: But I think I am sufficiently 
audible. 

Then we hud ritleH — foreign-made 28 and country-made 2, ammunition- 
live 18,888 and empty 8*19, bombs 575, foreign hand-grenades 38, bayonets 9 
and daggers 110, and so on which 1 need not read out. Other weapons 
were also seized, viz., sten-guns, foreign-made 15, sten-guns, country-made 
4, machine gun 1, a machine gun is a much more powerful instrument than 
sten-guns, Tornmy-gun which is used in the Army 1, pistol magazine 7, 
carbide magazine IG and there were also gun-magazine and gun-barrels 
and others which 1 need not go into. 

In Calcutta we have seized 55 guns, 41 revolvers, 9 riHes, 43 pistols, 
508 bombs, 11,271 ammunition and otliers 173. 

Now, Sir, members will realise that we have seized only a fraction of 
the unlicensed weaixms which are in the hands of gangsters Our difficulty 
has been to p-t evidence and to fix the responsibilify on definite persons. 
The. House will remember the incident of Dixon liane. The facts were more 
or less undisputed, but it was impossible to get at the culpnfs because no 
witness was forthcoming. The House will also remember the death of Rub- 
Tnspector Raitiesh (Chandra Sarkar who was murdered in a public meeting 
in the Muidan. I will not say much about it no< because it is auh-jndice 
but because it is under investigation which is Cjuile <lifferent from a suh’ 
judice case. But let us not forget that the «)fiicer was murdered before 
quite a number of j^eople and >el the a.ssailaut or assailants escaj)ed. There 
must have been some man or men wdio knew bow to use the revolver and 
he or they used it with deadly effect. Another in(‘ident which I would 
like to place before this House is the snatching away ot the rc vidver of the 
guard of the Hon’hlc Sri Mohini Mohan Barman. T find that my friend 
Mr. Rafique is amused to hear it. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: T am amused bec'ause you do not know' 
how to use it and because it was in incompetent hands daughter). 

The Hofi’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In sour hand it would have 
been m(>re useful, I believe! (Laughter.) 

It is obvious, Sir, that the scheme whicdi was adopted during tlie Soiitli- 
East Asian League in (''alcntta is now* being put into execution. Another 
featuiv of the new' ]»rognimme is that attempts — persistent attempts — are 
being made to ciurupt the p(di<‘e. Anybody who reads the numerous pamph- 
lets that are being circulated and also the ])osters will find appeals to the 
police to the jiarty of disorder and overthrow the State. I have got 
several pamphlets liere with me but I do n(»t know whether I shall have 
time to read them to the House. Fortunately, this has no effect. But no 
Government ean sit idle while these attempts are being made to overthrow 
the State by violence. 

Heaven knows, along with the rest of the world we have our difficulties — 
financial difficult icvS due to inflation, due to less production, due to our indus- 
trial backwardness and also due to corruption and the Goveniment is hard 
put to it to meet these difficulties. But here are factions — and let me say, it is 
not the Communist party only — w'ho are trying continually to exploit the 
situation. If there is procurement to be made they go and try to prevent 
procurement of foodstuffs; if, due to want of supply, the Government is 
forced to cut down ration, they go and try to excite people for that. They 
encourage illegal strikes evervwnere and stop production and at fhe same 
time blame the Oovernme^ for scarcity of commodities. Wherever there 
are grievances, and there are grievances almost everv'where, you will find 
these gentlemen working underground exciting people to violence. If 
students have any grievance for percentage of failures, these gentlemen are 
there to excite tliera. If the refugees are dissatisfied or there is a feeliug 
between ]^ngalees and non-Bengalees you will find these gentlemen foment- 
ing trouble, Iffie whole purpose of these factions is to create chaos and 
capture power by ticdetice. 
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As I hare stated before, as loog as the oeople will have confidence in 
US, we sliall use our streng'th — sucui strengtn — as the people will give 
us — ^to prevent disorder and lawlessness turning this fair province of Bengal 
into a battlefield for factions. We have been accused of irsing the Security 
Act to put dow’^ our opponents. This is’ utterly false. Who are our poli- 
tical opponents'* I consider tho.^e as our polith'ul opponents who want to 
get into power by free votes of the people. We shall not use any of our 
powers against them. The Congress has freed India from foreign domi- 
nation. But this is only preliminary work. Much more difiic uH task is 
ahead of us. To make independence a real independenee there must be not 
only political freedom, but freedom from want, freedom from unemploy- 
ment and freedom from fear. The Congress has a plan and has a programme 
and has necessary leadership. If another party can produce a better pro- 
gramme and a greater ideal and better leafliTship and if the nation accepts 
their programme and leadership in preference to the Congress programint*. 
we will have nothing to say. We know that demoiracy acts in that way. 
But this will have to be done through franchise. The faidions which \vo 
are fighting today are not jiarties which believe in democracy, whi<*b 
believe in francliise. Knowing them.sclves to be in minority, finding them- 
selves hopelessly beaten in elections, the-se ]»nrticH which are minority 
parties, want to get into power by intimidation and violence. We are pn‘- 
pared to take up the challenge on behalf of the inajotity. We are prepared 
tn take up the challenge in the name of democracy. We shall not allow 
the minority to coerce the majority. ?v»ine people talk about suppression 
of civil lib(*rtv. Who suppresses civil liberty? Not we, not the Congress. 
It is this minority, this faction — unscrupulous and dislionest, which does 
not believe in democracy — not in civil liberty — let them look to Russia if 
there is any civil liberty there — it is this minority which wants to crush 
all liberties and thrust a totalitarian Government over an unwilling 
nation. And if there is anarchy, will civil liberty survive? Whose civil 
liberty will he saved? xVnybody with a Bren gun here will control the civil 
liberty of every member of this House. Anybody with a Bren gutr will 
( ontnd the civil liberty of every man in the province. ^Xv mean to prevent 
that. We want to eradicate violence. We w*ant to ensure civil liberties 
N) that democracy can have full play. Democracy can only function in 
non-violence atmosphere. 

T consider, Sir, therefore, that the motion of Mr. Basu is a dilatory 
niotion and lias nothing to do with the merits of the Bill and I oppose it. 

The motion of Sri .Tyoti Basil that the West Bengal Keenristv (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1948, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion 
by the* 30th November, 1948, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


Abdul Walild Sarkar, Janab. 
Abdur Rahman, Janab A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman SIddlqi, Janab. 
Baiu, 8rl Jyotl. 

Brahmin, 8rl Ratanlal. 

Huian Ara Bagum, Janab. 


AYE8— 11. 

Khuda Bukhth, Janab Md. 

Mahammad Bayaad Mia, Janab. 
Mohammad Rafkqua, Bhalk. 

Moiia Mohammad Abdul Halim, Janab. 
Mudatfir Hoatain, Janab. 


NOE8-4f. 


Bandopadhiya, BrI Pramatha Nath. 
Banarlaa, BH BuMI Kumar. 

Batiarji, Or. Burath Chandra. 

Barman, Tho Hon'bla 8H Mohmi Mohan. 


B^ BH Hamanta Kumar. 
Mfidari, BrI Charu Chandra. 
ItMttaaharyya, BrI Shyamapadd.*^ 
S^ravarty, Sri Batlah Chandrt. 
Chitiariat. Brl NarfpMte; 


Choudhury, Brl Annada Frotad. 
Chaudhuri, Tha Hon*bl# Bii Ral Harandra 
Nath. 

Clarka, Mr. C. C. 

Oat, Bii Radha Nath. 

Oaa Oupta, Brl Khafandni Natfi. 

Dam, BH KanaHal. 

Oa, Brl Kami Lai. 

Mul. BH Haranira Natli. 
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Dutt-Mazumdar, Tha Hon*bla Sri 
Nlharantfu. 

Oanguli, Sri Bapin Bahari. 

Oayan, Sri Arabinda. 
fikmiaa, Mr. D. 

Haidar, Sri Kubar Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhiraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, Tha Hon'bla Sri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhl, Sri NlihatMti. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon'ble Sri Bhupatl. 
Maillok, Sri Ashutoih. 

Mandai, Srt Annadapraud. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubahari. 

Mandai, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon'bia Sri Kalipada. 


Muhammad Qumruddin, danab. 

Mukharji, Sri Ohlrandra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 

Handy, Srt Sris Chandra, of Cosshn* 
bazar. 

Naskar, Sri Ardhandu Sakhar. 

Naskar, Tha Non*bla Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon'bia Sri dadabandra Nath. 
Pantony, Mr. L, R. 

Piatal, Mr. R. E. 

Poddar, Sri Anandllai. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bia Or. Bldhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri dajnaswar. 

Roy, Tha Hon'bia Sri KIran Sankar. 
San, Tha Hon'bia Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, danab. 

SInha, Tha Hon'bia Sri Bimal Chandra. 

the motion was lost. 


The Ayes being 11 and the Noes 49, 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy that the West Bengal 
Security ('Amendment) Bill, 1948, l>e taken into consideration, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8-^3. 


Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Sri Susll Kumar. 

Banarji, Dr. Surash Chandra. 

Barman, Tha Hon'bia Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Chakra varty, Sri Satlsh Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Sri Haripada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Prosad. 
Chaudhurl, Tha Hon'bia Sri Ral Harandra 
Nath. 

Das Qupta, Sri Khagandra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanailal. 

Da, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Dolui, Sri Harandra Nath. 
Outt*Mazumdar, Tha Hon'bia Sri 
Niharandu. 

Gayan, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghosa, Sri Bimal Comar. 

Gomas, Mr. 0. 

Haidar, Sri Kubar Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 


Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhiraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, The Hon’bia Sri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon'bia Sri Bhupatl. 
Malliok, Sri Ashutosh. 

Mandai, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandai, Sri Bankubahari. 

Mandai, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon'bia Sri Kalipada. 
Mukharji, Sri Dhirandra Narayan. 
Nandy, Sri Sris Chandra, of Cossim- 
bazar. 

Naskar, Sri Ardhandu Sakhar. 

Naskar, The Hon'bia Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon’bia Sri Jadabandra Nath. 
Pantony, Mr. L. R. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bia Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon'bia Sri Kiran Sankar. 
San, Tha Hon'bia Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, Tha Hon’bia Sri Bimal Chandra. 
Walker, Mr. d. R. 


Abdul Wahid Sarkar, Janab. 
Abdur Rahman, Janab A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman SIddlqi, Janab. 
Basu, Sri Jyotl. 


NOES— 7. 

Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 
Khuda Bukhsh, Janab Md. 
Mohammad Rafkqua, Shaik. 


The Ayes being 43 and the Nos 7, the motion was carried. 


Clause 1. 

M JYOTI BASU: I move that in clause !(:?), lines 3 to 7, the words 
beginning with “buf the provisions’' and ending with “had been in force” 
be omitted. ^ 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as iron will realise, this particular provision which 
is being sought to be moved by Government is vindictive in spirit and 
nature, because it suggests that certain sections like sections 6, 7 and 8 will 
have ietro8f>ective effect. That is to say, persons, for instance, who aig 
detained at the moment without trial and whose eases have been lookM 
into by a High Court Judge may be kept on in detention for ano^er period 
if Government so wishes and they may send up the papers to the Jud^ for 
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further detention. Similarly, in the case of certain restriction orders under 
the same provisions which might have expired within one or two months, 
these will automatically be renewed if this particular se(‘tion of the Bill 
has retrospective effect. As you will realise, Sir, for instance, I have been 
served with certain restriction orders after a High Lourt Juflge released me 
and those orders are amongst others that 1 shall not speak at public meeting 
and so on and so forth. Now in the ordinary course the Government had 
no business to give me suth an order when they had given all the charges 
that were against me and I had given my replies. Those charges and my 
replies were looked into by a Judge of the Calcutta High Court. Blit 
thereafter as T came out of the jail gate, I was served with that restriction 
(trder by which I could not even go to the workers who tde(*ted me to this 
A^isenibly and 1 (‘ould not do my duty as a member of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assem))ly, but. Sir, now what is being stiugbt tt> be dont* is 
that not only I but different people, about 70 j)eo]de, w]»o came out with 
me from the jail, released ])y the High (\mrt Judgt' — they were all given 
such restriction orders, ruder <he Seeiirily Act these orders ean eontinue 
lor three months; under the Ordinance they ean eontimn* for si.\ months; 
,md now we are told the\ will continue for nine months and after that they 
niav again be renewed with tb(‘ renewal of the fji'ovisions of the Security 
A(t. Similarly, tlnoe is another seetion. /.r., seetion IS by which Goveru- 
rio*nt is bound to give a eharge-sbeet to the person who is dr*tained withiii 
,1 particular pericMl of time. Now that is being extended. The time within 
v\}ii<'h a charge-sheet had to be giiaoi against a person was lo day.s, and 
now it is one month, and it is said that this section will have retrospective 
cIlcM t. Ther(‘ is a purpose* behind it. This is in ord(*r to hide* the inefbeioney 
of the Governnumt and their otiieers. Sir. T will give \<m an (‘Xampic. 
^Vh*‘n T was in jail I wa^ given a charge-sheet with just two charges, 
namely, that I was a irn'inbor ot a party engaged in anti-State activities 
and, seermdlv . that I helotigial to tile pio\iin‘ial eoinmittee* of the Coinmnnist 
l*art\. When m\ ease (aiiie ni» beton* tlx* High Court on a haheax nir/tu.'i 
iteiition, Government irom Wiiler^’ Buildings s<‘nj me a fresh ehurg**- 
^lieet called supplementary eharge.shee't signed b\ Mr. H. Gupta, l.r.s., 
and that was given to me not within lo days as requiied by the Act 
lut. illegally nml improperly, after about more than a month. I wrote a 
lett^'r to Go^Vrument asking them to make up theii mind about the charges 
auainst me so that f c(Uild r'e|>l\ to them together, inst»'ad f»f their giving 
nn* charge-sheets every otlier da\ (bivernment wrote me bar-k saying that 
they bad made up their mind ami that tliese were the final eliarges against 
nie. However. T did not take any notice of those silly eliarges which w'cre 
given to me illegally and impro|»erly. 

Now, Sir. this particular section extends the time within which Hie 
' harge-sheet is to be issued to tlx* security prisoix'rs nixl the drdect is being 
rectified by this present section and it is said that because Goveruinont 
'officers were inefficient and because the Government sinned against those 
prisoners who were detained and who were improperly given the eharge- 
dieet not within 15 days but thereafter, tbev want to wash it away now by 
extending the time for the .submission of charge-sheets in future eases. In 
the ordinary course those gentlemen should have been released from the 
iails because of this inefficienev of the Government and because the officers 
who were dealing with the security prisoners bad not even read the Kecuritv 
Art which was passed in this House. Therefore T have given my amend- 
ment in order that that mav not happen again. This Act is bad enough 
and so at least retrospective effect should not be given with regard to those 
particular sections. That is the main purpose of my amendment and T 
l^ppe it will be accepted. 

|lii Honfile Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir. I oppose this. 

MMikh MOHAMMAD RAfiQUEi Sir, may we know the reasons why 
the Hon’ble Minisfer is opposing the amendment? 

8 ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot compel the Hon’ble Minister to do bo. 4 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basn that in clause 1(2), lines 3 to 7, the words 
beginning with “but the provisions^ and ending with “had been in force’* 
be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
a division called. 

(When the rtligl Mf ijfc n 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Sir. may I make a 
suggestion about the taking of a division itself? My suggestion is what 
will be found in Appendix VII of the Regulations made by the Hon’ble 
Speaker under the West Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

In the proviso to rule 3(b) it is laid dowm : “Provided that the Speaker 
may, in his discretion, instead of tal ^jg;^ y ot^ ^ provided for in Order 
3(b), call on the Ayes or the Noes to rise i^j^j^§i£j.eat8 and may, thereafter, 
on counting the ])er8on8 who rise in their sealsT'either declare the deter- 
mination of the House or direct the division to by taken through the hybbieH 
in the manner as provided for in Ordef"#f^()^. 

Now, Sir, my submission would be that, if you find that this sort of 
calling a division is only an abuse of the right to call a division, then. Sir, 
vou may be iileased to count the votes by allowing us to rise in our seats. 

8ri dYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on tlie same ])oint and I 
should like to make a submission that %ve have been following the same old 
])ractice for so long in this House and you have not so far interfered with 
the usual procedure under which we have been cariying on and I hope 
there will be no de])arture from that practice now. Now only the Hou’ble 
Minister seems to think that this is an abuse of the rules, but, Sir, so fai 
we have been carrying on in that fashion. T thertfore submit, Sir, that 
you would not at this stage change that ]>arti(’ular procedure. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not propose to exeyci.sc that discrcUuu at this 
stage speci gUv whuiL Jlfcaiioyernmeht also does not press it. Tt is aq unusal 
procedure tha^^JpAlst,^l£^ udopte only in extreme (‘ase». ‘ 

The i|Uestion that clause 1 do stand part of this Bill was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8-4S. 


Bindopaifluiyai 8rl Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjat, Bri Butll Kitmar. 

Barman, Tha Hon’bla 8rl Mohint Mohan. 
Barman, Brl Byama Praiad. 

Basu, 8rf Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhantfarl, Brl Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Bri Shyamaiiada. 
Chakravarty, Brl Batlsh Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Brl Harlpada. 

Choudhury, Brl Annada Proaad. 
Chaudhurl, Tht Hon'Ma Brl Ral Harandra 
Nath. 

Oaa, Brl Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta. Brl Khagandra Nath. 

Dim, SH kanallal. _ 

Da, 8H Kami Ul. 

D^, Brl Harandra Nath. 
Dutt-Maiumdar, Tha Hon'hia Brl 

NIharandu. 

OaiiBtitl, Brl Bapin BahiH. 

Qaytn, Brl Arabinda. 

Qhoa^ Brl Bhnal Caniar. 

Qo n ia a, Mr. 0. 

HaMar, BH Kubar Oband. 


Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Bri Uday Chand, Mahara|adhiraJ 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Malti, Tha Hon’bla Sri Nlkun)a Baharl. 
Majhi, Sri Nlahapatl. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon'bla Sri Bhupatl. 
Malllok, Sri Athutoah. 

Mandal, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandai, Sri Bankubahari. 

Mandal, Brl Krishna Praaad. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon’bla Brl Kallpada. 
Muhammad Qumniddin, danab. 

Mukharji, Bri Dhlrendra Narayan. 
Nasliar, Sri Ardhandu S ak ha r. 

Nitkar, The Hon’bla Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panfa. Tha Hon’bla Sri Jadabandra Nath. 
Pantony, Mr. L. R. 

Roy, Tha Han’bia Dr. BHRian Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Japiatwar. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bla Sri Kiran Sankar. 
San, Tha Han’bia Sri PfiduHa CH sn dra . 
Shamaid Nuq, danab. 

SMha, Tha Han’bia SH Bimsl Ohanira. 
Walkar, Mr. d. R. 
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AMir RalHiMfi, Jifiab A. P. M. 
aMht Rahman Siddiql, Janah. 
BAMii Sri 4yoti. 


NOES--t. 

Brahmin, Bri Ratanlal. 
Khtada Btikhah, Janab MB. 
MohammaB RaflqiM, Shalli. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 6, the motion was carried. 
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Clause 2. 

Sri BYOTI BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(7) in the pro- 
posed clause (7) of section 2 of the Act, lines 2 to 5. the words beginning 
with “and includes” and ending with ”of the community” be omitted. 

I also move that clause 2(2) be omitted. 

Sir, I beg further to move that in clause 2(7), item (5) be omitted. 

Sir, last time when the Security Bill was being debated in this House 
1 asked for certain clear 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUBA: Sir. it is time ioi prayer. I think the 
House should adjourn. 

Mr« 8PEAKER: Mr. Basu, you go ou. 

8ri BYOTi BA8U: A.s I was saying, Sir, last time when the Security 
Bill was being debated in this House 1 asked tor eertain clear definitions 
of essential commodity, essential employment, and so oti, as 1 felt that this 
was very vital, especially so tar us the workers’ movement was concerned. 
But in spite of wanting such clear definitions, if >ou will lo{)k into the 
original Bill you will find that it has been defined in a way which leaves 
certain things very vague, i.e., that public servant inclu<les any public 
servant as defined in the Indian l*enal (’tale and no othtn servant or legal 
authority or the railway administration. Thereuft(M, as far as essential 
commodity goes, the definition has been given. It means food, water, 
fuel, light, power, or any other thing essential for the existence of the 
fommunity which is notified in this hchalf by the IVovincial (lovernment. 
But a very vital change has been introduced in this i)arti('ular substitution 
whi<*h is being suggested in section 2 of this new Bill : essential commodity 
IS defined as not only food, wafer, fnel, light or power or any other essen- 
tial commodity; there is no limitation, and it has said that it includes 
certain other things to be declared by the ]*rovincial (iovernment by noti- 
fication to be essential commodities for the life of the community. Simi- 
larly it includes any person engaged in any employineiit or any elass of 
employment which the Provincial (lovernment may from time to time 
declare essential to the life of the community. Nou. this change means 
that Government is not prei»are(l to stand an objective test of these defini- 
tions because if they limit the definition by saving that a particular job 
or sexwice is essential, then it would In* impossible for them t-o declare any 
and every thing under the sun as essential. But the Go\ernment, as we 
have seen during the last few months, is afraid and is panicky of^any 
objective tests as far as these particular definitions are concerned because 
in that case it would mean that supposing Government under this se^ion 
were to declare a particular service as essential, then it would be wdthin 
the right of a citizen to take the Government to court and ask for the inter- 
pretation of this particular section as to whether it is really an essential 
service or essential commodity. Therefore the Government being afraid 
of that now wishes autocratically to arrogate powers to itself and to so 
declare {hat anv time anything that they wish will be essentiul fwjrvice or 
essential commodity, and thereby they will prevent any worker from going 
on strike. 

Mr Speaker you will realise that the Government say— now the 
Hnnlile Sri Kiran Sankar Boy said when he was delivering a lectur^ 
that the people need not 4>e afraid that Government would suppress the 
legitimate XFnion activities. But, Sir, the people are afraid because the 
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people are no longer talking theoretically hut they have had actual 
experience of the working of the West Bengal Security Act : they have seen 
how when the Ainritu Bazar Patrika strike, for instance, was gtdng on 
not once hut so many times workers were arrested under the Security Act 
and then after a little while they were released and rearrested under the 
Security Act. That, Sir, was of course a legitimate strike and they had 
every right to go on strike yet the Hon’hle the Home Minister tells us that 
he has facts as if we do not talk about facts, as if he is the only honourahlo 
gentleman who gives us facts and we just talk in the air. But, Sir, here 
are facts and 1 can giv(^ you more facts. That is why I suggest that’ these 
tw'o particular clauses should he deleted, and essential service and essential 
commodity should he so defined that there must he an objective test so 
thtif in the court the judge will decide whether we have acted rightly or 
not. Otherwise it is no use for Government frightening us about Malay 
Burma, Ohma, and so on and arrogating to itself such' autocratic powers’ 
1 eople will not give the Government such powders, I know\ At the same 
time I know’ what the fate of my amendments is going to he, but still I 
would suggest that this particular clause he deleted and the proper, at 
least the old, definition that is there may remain: otlierwise it wdll r>e 
taking nwaiy all powder from the eoiirt of justice. 

(The House was tlum adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment . ) 

Bfl JYOTI BASUS Mr. Deputy Speaker. I was on m> legs. T was 
speaking on a particular amendment. T had not finished when the House 
rose for prayer. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, yim go on 

Sri JYOTI BASU • Sir, 1 find to m\ .suj pi’is«* that this particular 
amen<lmciit has also been suggested a.^ well as the earliei amendment which 
I nmved lo clause 2 by Sri llcmuiita Kumar Basil and Sri Oharu Chandra 
Bhandari of tlic Congress. But. of course, tliey are certainly not going 
to move those amendimmts because they have been told. T tliiiik, in the 
f'ongress Party meeting about the great revolutionary u]isurge — chao.s and 
disorder, as they would call it— that is going on in Burma, Malay, Singa- 
pori*, ( Inna and what not and which has also conu* up to Assam and some 
such thing. So, I think, like little eliihlren the members of the Congress 
benches lia\e been a little frightened to move these amendments whereby 
the liberty of the subject would remain a little hit intact. How'ever, as 
they are not going to move the.se amendments, T shall have to move mine. 

Now. Sir, as you will rememlier, when the last Security Bill was being 
debati'd here, there was a ])articular section answering our doubts and 
fears wbiidi we bad raised that this Act w’ould be used agaiust strikers and 
against strikes which arise out of trade di.sputes. Now’, in this particular 
amendment, which is suggested to that Security Act, any strike, it is said, 
which is illegal under the Industrial Disputes Act, Hf47, .shall not be 
deemed to be an industrial dispute for the purposes of sub-clause (e), t.c., 
it is meant to help the employers by paralysing every movement of the 
employees and workers. The law of Demoeratir Free India unfortunately 
is that the employers have the right to hire as well as fire workers at their 
own sw'eet will. That law ^ has not been changed. As unionism spreads 
amongst the workers, this right is going to be and is being freely used by 
the employers to sack uijTon leaders in the attempt to disrupt unions. 
The Congress Government which compares itself sometimes ana compares 
its actions sometimes to the actions of the Roviet TTnion where it says the 
enemies of the State would have been shot — referring to me it says so — 
tells me that it is doing me a great favour by not shooting me but by 
keeping me in jail. That seems to be its argument whenever it opens its 
month, but I suonld remind it that in the Soviet TTnion there are no 
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employers who can hire and fire workers at will. Therefore, it is useless 
comparing this present Government with that Socialist Government in that 
^umry. Here, for instanoe, what happens is this, as happened iu Writers* 
Buildings m July. Ihere was a deinon.*?tratioii because a particular 
employee^ was discharged and he was told diy the Ilmi’ble Preniier that he 
wa.s discharged because for instance, the Premier did not like the colour 
uf his skin I. c., he did not want to tell the reasons as to why he was dis- 
( harged. He said that it wa.s thev sacred and lundamental right of (he 
euiployer to discharge an employee. (The Hoirhle Dr. Bidiian Ciiandha 
Kov : 1 did not say so.l That caiue out in (lie papers and (here was no 

contradiction. 


No«, all ot a sud.lcii u ina\ m, hai'pcn (hat l;t, 11 o„ 
cm,. loycc ,s .lischai^l. 1 l.c I n.on Secretary or so.,,., so,. I, lovcc is 

.liMhaiged l,y the Govern, ocul or l,y ,|„. lor,.,. „r , 1 ,..;,. 

stopped all of a sudden, as hapiie.i som,.tin,es in II, e tea gardens or in other 
places on the railwa.^s also— or a worker (.r an employee may he insulted 
or beaten u]) by the officers, ^ow, there it in impossible for (he workers to 
wait tor lo flays to give stiik«‘ notice and go through ail thesf* sorts of 
ciniiliroiis jirocedurc. Ihcre sometimes the> resort to |>rotest strike for one 
minute, two mimites. ten minutes, twenty minutes, hall an hour or one 
lomr .I'l’^t to draw (he attention fd (he (loyeniineni and (In* tieople to the 
Mate of afTairs which prevails in particular flcpartmcnts or industries But 
under this new section wliich is lieing added to the old Security \ct any 
Mich dmnonstration or strike ot a like nature whieh I have just stated wouhl 
not only become illegal hut action would he taken under the Security Act 
in future. So, whatever the Government might tell ns, this is certainly 
to the advantage of the employer because as wc all know in our country as 
111 other capitalist ('ountrics the employees and workers are always at a'dis- 
advantage in their fight against the emph»\crs and other Government 
dejcirtments which employ them. On top of that, it surh laws are put on 
<he statute book, it would mean that it would 1 h‘ juiud ically impossible for 
them to have these protest strikes in order to draw the attention of the 
'ountrv to (he terrible wifuigs that are being (‘ommitted against them. 
Thendore, T have suggf'sted tin* dclftion of this particular clause which is 
Miggf‘stc<l by the Govfinmcnt and T think that was also thf* r«*a«on — which 
uiduccd the cx-f ivil Supplies Minislt‘r — also to give a 'Otnilar amendment. 
Many iiicmheis probahh of the (.’ongie.ss honclies feel that uhat I am saying 
Is f fUTect anil logical, hut. after all. flnua* arc Malay and Burma and T do 
not kmnv wliat other countrio were named all ov«*i tin* \xorld where terrible 
things are liappcning and a few fommv guns and stem guns and what not 
havt‘ 1 een seized from some petiple and ]»eopb‘ probabl\ very inueh con- 
needed witli the (’ongre.ss organisation, but that the Ifon’ble ^^iniHte^ did 
not tell ii.s. lie told us about Dixon Tame, lie said nothing couhl be done. 
M’c know nothing was done and we have not got any justice because a 
Communist was killed. But the jioint is, liy bringing forward these 
amendments, it seems, the members of the Congre.ss bcnche.s who brqpght 
forward these amendments also wanted to say something. Imt thet are 
being frightened, they are being terrorized and not being allow- 
ed to move their amendments. But T am glad ngairr that they 
<bd think that such amendments were necessary and T also suggest that 
the people in our country — specially the workers who will be adversely 
affected. b<*cause of this particular seel ion in their war against the 
employers — will also suffpmt my contention that this partifuilar section 
should h** deleted. Government will, of courw*. get up and say “We canmft 
accept it’*. But there is no answ<*r to this. T tell them von mav talk 
about Burma, Ceylon. China. Singapore and so on v»)ur British friends 


mav terrorise the Malavan people — but that will iird help to explain this 
particular clause. Why the worker’s right to strike is being taken away, 
why his right to protest is being taken awav. by this particular clause, 

1. 1- ' 1 r± 1.^ --;3 _ 1. 1 1 1 *11 1 i •• 
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Tlw point is that these protest strikes, these sympathetic strikes and 
demonstrations do take place, and Government have got power by which 
they can take action against these particular strikes. But these are strikes 
arising out of trade cfisputes which nobody can challenge— strikes taldng 
place because rations are not beftig given, pay is not being given at the 
proper time, a particular employee is being "sacked. These are disputes 
arising out of trade relations with the employers. These are now being 
made impossible under this Act. I know that Government a«^ll try to 
hoodwink the people by raising all sorts of bogey. I have got Sri Kiran 
Sankar Roy's speech with me; whatever he might have said, he has not 
explained why these particular clauses are there. Of course if you say 
that the emergency is such that the Communists are marching on West 
Bengal, then for God’s sake ask your Governor-General to proclaim the 
emergency and rule according to that proclamation. But why is it that 
emergency exists only in Bengal and not in India? Why only in Bengal 
is this danger being apprehended? That is why I say that this sort of 
talk will not convince anybody. I know that through the press and through 
the radio Government can have their propaganda against the people, but 
that will not help, because people are politically-minded and they under- 
stand the significance of these things. Even if Government do not accept 
my suggestions, I am sure that the people will understand what I mean. 
The workers and the Hmns will support me and the people in general will 
support me and the amendments which I have suggested for the deletion of 
certain sections. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I take it that you have moved amend- 
ments Nos. 3, 62 and 5? 

Sri JYOTI BASU* Yes, I have moved them. 

•H HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : TOm, 'arprm ^ cir amendments 

wftf wtf? move ^ i 

^ Congress Partycs belong amendment^fir 

Partycs party decision 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you speaking on the motion ? 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : I am speaking on a personal explanation. 
CWTtf^ CTPr wtii wm c^r reflection vnrcip I 

WWW amendments move wwff ?n, ^ W*! party meeting4 

Wtrwt^iU vcwrwf. (interruption from opposition benches ) fwi cWTtf% ftw cws? 

wrii urim 

Th® HOfi^le Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: He is speaking on a 
matter of personal explanation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot discuss party matters here. You 
can speak on a point of personal explanation. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : wwcvw SWw personal reflection wrwrfw, 

Tswt; ffi wfwrw wfw vrw wrrv i wwcvw wicf cw firwn wcwaFw 

Wi pt'rsonal explanation wtfw cw (interruption). 

Shaik MOHAMAD RA^IQUE: Win- is the Chief Whip stending 
there? t « 

Th. Honlila Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Th.-vt is his lookout. 
What have you got to do .with that? 

•ri JYOTI BASU : Sir, before the personal explanation is given, 1 
would like to submit that notices of amendments were given by the honour- 
able member and if a personal explanation is required by the member, he 
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has every riffht to do that; I do not mind that. But in that case if ever 
my name is mentioned, then you should allow me, Sir, to give an explana- 
tion. 

Srt HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : reputation ^ witor i 

5f% I personal reflectbn ^ ^ i 

Mr. DEf^tltV SPEAKER : That is enough. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : 5fc^?rf?r cwnf^c^rm partyc’^ represent 

3fr^ party ^\w a ♦J*’* 9rcWh ?tc^ 

cwm w^i 5tfir:irnFi ^s>8^ mr«T»m5T »inn 'smw< ^ 

^iC»<rr5T5T cwc^ jtiTit 

T:nf^5T At nr*jm7r*5:T’T Tf 3i »ic» TOf^wnr, 

<t7C5Tf? 3J5T I ssf Burma 

ii^5T ;5T?r5?!:i? (applause) Jit »rt!ftw7* 

Ttw c^cv i^rr^ wt^irs (noises and interruptions ) c»rT 

carter ’itc'f «rt5rc-$ ^'4i ^ i '^c*r reflection vzv 

c^i wpuc^ g»t^ c^?. c^t, ^3, ifttc? c^ 

zit «rmi c^nr ^ \zVi r^t i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot say anything except on personal 
explanation. 

JanMi MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, the honourahle gentleman rose 
to offer a personal explanation, but is all that permissible)' 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU: That is the explanation. 

(Cries of “That is the explanation” and uproar.) 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, I want your protection. I am on 
a jmint of order. 

(Cries of “you are always getting”.) 

Tha Hon’bla Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; What is your point of 
order? 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: My i)oint oi order is this that the 
honourable gentleman rose to oft'er a personal explanation which he felt he 
owed to the House, because his name was mentioned by an honourable 
member in his speech. The trend of his speech, if you have noticed, Sir, 
I .submit, was beside the scope ot personal explanation. I want your ruling, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, on tliis point whether this kind of speech is per- 
missible by way of personal explanation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My ruling is that be was quite relevant in 
speaking something wdien there was an allegation against him. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I want your ruling as to whether 
the woi^ “traitor” is parliamentary. Is an honourahle member entitled 
to eall another honouraole member a traitc»r? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 Mease sit down. I am on my legs, t 
think the matter is finished. I won”t allow any more discms.sion. Will 
you please take your seat? 

(Cries of “take your seat, take jour seat”.) 

SH JYOTI BASU: Siy, 1 was going to ask whether certain word 
which tke gentleman had "used against me was parliamentary. He said 
that in 1942 1 was a traitor. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, it is beyond the scope of this 
Bill, I won’t allow this discussion to go on. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, I want your ruling as to whether that parti- 
cular word “traitor” is parliamentary or not. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The word “traitor” is not parliamentary 
it it refers to any members of the House. 

— - . 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: iTien will you ])lease ask the honour- 
able member to withdraw that wmrd? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If it appears in the proceedings, then that 
will be expunged. 

The motion of Sri .Jyoti Basu that in clause 2{1) in the propost^d clause 
fi), oi He(‘tion 2 of the Act, lines 2 to ”>. the words beginning with “and 
includes” and ending with “of the community” be omitted, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 3. 


Abdur Rahman Siddlq), Janab. i Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

Baiu, Sri Jyoti. { 


NOES— 39. 


Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 
BanorfM, Sri Suiil Kumar. 

Barman. Tha Hon*bio Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Homanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 
Chakravarty, Sri Satish Chandra. 
ChattoriM, Sri Haripada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Prosad. 
Chaudhuri, Ths Hon*bio Sri Rai Harondra 
Nath. 

Das, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanaiial. 

Do, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Doiui, Sri Harondra Nath. 
Dutt-Maiumdar, Tho Hon'bio Sri 
Niharondu. 

Ganguli, Sri Bopin Boharl. 

Gayon, Sri Arabinda. 


Gomos, Mr. D. 

Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, Sri Kubor Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mihtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhiral 
. Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, Tho Hon’bio Sri Nikun|a Bohari. 
Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, Tho Hon'bio Sri Bhupati. 
Mandai, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubohari. 

Mandai, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukhorji, Sri Dhirondra Narayan. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhondu Sokhar. 

Naskar, Tho Hon’bio Sri Horn Chandra. 
Panja, Tho Hon’bio Sri Jadabondra Nath. 
Roy, Tho Hon’bio Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, Tho Hon’bio Sri Kiran Sankar. 
Sen, Tho Hon’bio Sri Prafuila Chandra. 
Shamsui Huq, Janab. 

Slnha, Tho Hon’bio Sri Bimal Chandra. 


The Ayes being and Noes d9, the motion was lost. 

The motiim of Sri Jyoti Basu that clause be omilted wa*^ then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jjoti Basu that in clause 2(:/), item {hi be omitted, 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Janab. 
Basu, Sri Jyoti. 


AYES— 3. 


Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 


NOES— 36. 


Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath, 
tanorfoo, SH Susii Kumar. ^ 

Barman, The Hon’bio Sri Mokini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Homanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 
Chakravarty. Sri Satish Chandra. 
Ohattorloo, trl Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Tho Hon’bit Sri Ral HarMidra 
Nath. 


Das, Sri Radha Nath. 

Das Gimta. Sri Khagondra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanaiial. 

Do, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Doiui, Sri Harondra Nath. 
Dutt*Maiumdar, Tho Hon’bio Sii 
Niharondu. 

Ganguli, Sri Bapin Boharl. 

Gayon, Bri Arabinda. 

Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, Sii Kubor Chand. 
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•lahanty, Sri Charu Ctiancira. 

Malitab, Sri Uday Chaml, Maharajadtilrai 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Majhi, Sri NIshapatl. 

Majumdar, The Hon*bie Sri Bhupati. 
Mandai, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandai, Sri Bankubehari. 

Mandalt Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukherji, Sri Dhirendra Narayan. 

The Ajfes bein^^ 3, and the Noes 
The question that elaiise 2 do st 
agreed to. 


Naskar, Sri AnBiandu Sakhar. 

Naskar, The Hon*blf Sri Hem Chandra.. 
Panja* The Hon'ble Sri «ladabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’ble Or. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon’ble Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsui Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’ble Sri BImal Chandra. 

d(), the motion \m»s h»st. 

ind part of the Hill, was then put UUil 




8fi JYOTI BA8U S Sir, I beg to move that in (dause i) in ])rop(>»ed 
<e(‘tion oA(7) line ’J, alter the words “neeessary or expedient” the words 
“on reasonable grounds” be inserted. 

I beg to move that in clause d, in proposed .section line 4, tor the 

word “years” the word “mouths” be .substituted. 

I beg to move that in clau.se d, in proposed section dH</), line 2, after 
the words “or expedient” the words “on reasonable grounds” he imserted. 

1 heg to move that in (dause d, in proposed .section oHlo), line 4, for 
the word “years” tlie word “montlis” he substituted. 

I heg further to inovi* that in (dau.se d in the pro{»o,s»*(l s(‘ction *)(’, Hue 
10, for the w'ord “years” the w’(»rd ‘‘months” he suhslitutial. 

Sir, in moving the.se amendments on this partieulur Ms tion I .should at 
the outset like to state that here also as iu other (dunscs wlii( h we have 
dealt with so far, the dice is heavily loaded in favour ol (he capitalists and 
the landlords and against llie w inkers and the /./v»7/nn.v, because whal is 
^ugge.sted in this new section is that il there is any si ii ring amongst 
workers and linhana and il the> dare put forward an> demaml foi Wtter 
livelihood agaiu.st vi'^ted intere.sts, tlieii in those particular i»laccs where 
the I'ishans and workeis live and work thos(‘ ansis and places will he jiro* 
(eeted by the Government (H* their ag(‘nts against the .iclivities of the 
workeis and /■/.s/o/n.i. As soon as the.se three .scclinns conn* into force wdtli 
regard to particular plac(‘s sp(Mial jMiliic uill lx* posit'd and this lawdesi#^ 
law will be 1r(*ely used aiid wdll be available to disorganise and .smash up 
the organised movement ot the workers and the kislians. Nttw, .section 141- 
of ihe (’ode td Criminal I’roc<‘durt* has hfcn ust'd by the Hritish in such 
cases where there was a likelihoml of disturbance and if is now Ixdng used 
by the Congress (Government as well, but it sct*ms that to the new' democrats 
sitting there tipposite in tin* Cinigres« bemdo's these ]»owers umler the 
Criminal Hntcedure ('ode are not sufficient. In case, fttr instanee, the 
bos.ses of a particular indust r\ like jute or tea rb*eide that they eanimt or 
will imt inifirove the l(»t of the workers or they decide (Oi mass retrenidiiiMUit 
or not to raise the wages ol workers, in that case it is well known that a.s 
vet the people are not -o cowed that they will not figdit against these 
conditions imposed uiion them by the owners, the industrialists, the land- 
lords, and so on. Therefore the (Tovernment are arrogating to lhems(*lves 
special powers and they are giving an unholv aHsurance to th(‘ owners and 
the rich that their .state, that the “^tate of the vested inferestH will be looked 
after bv the Congress (Jovernment, I have tried therefore ii» my amend- 
ment to minimi.se the severity of this particular .section bv suggesting that 
only if there are reasonable grounds then any area or place can he declared 
a protected place or area, that is to say, T am suggesting an objective test, 
that is, a test which can be fought out in a court of law. That is. if all 
of a sudden the Government take upon their heads that they are to declare 
a particular place a protected area because the workers are preparing to 
fo on a legal strike under the Trade Disputes Act, then if my amendment 
18 accepted it will mean I can go to court and the court will decide w’hetheir 
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there is reasonable ground for declaring a particular area as a protected area 
or a protected place. Of course, the Government, I know, cannot and will not 
accept this objective test which I am suggesting. In amendment I 
also suggest in place of a savage punishment that is being suggested a 
lighter sentence and a lighter punishment. 

In this connection I would like to point out that my contention is 
correct and the contention of the Government is incorrect. I have 
reserved my speech in answer to the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy and 
others who spoke today, for the third reading. Even today I can say, 
w'hen they ir)ake out a case of revolution taking place every w^here, chaos 
and disorder taking place outside Bengal or outside India, in other parts 
of the world, they are looking round at the whole world and they see the 
spectre ()f revolution all round, that that is not supported by wdiat they are 
doing in this particular Bill, because we see in this particular Bill that 
every purticuUr clause which was there in the last Aet w^hich had anything 
to do wdth eoncessions to the workers or the employees or the struggling 
masses in the villages, those particular rights are attacked and are being 
taken away by this particular Bill, clause by clause, as I shall tiy’ to show 
you when I go on to the other chiuses. It would have been much better 
if the Government, instead of trying to hoodwink the people, told us that a 
communist revolution is on, although the people do not see that, and there- 
fore it is necessary to liave emergency powders and then the Governor- 
General could have declared an emergency in the whole of India and 
West Bengal as well and suppressed the communists. The Government 
could have made out that there is a civil wuir declared, so ]>owers are 
necessary and we would not have to be put to this trouble of going through 
clause after clause of the Bill in trying to amend the Security Act which 
is there. Now’ as soon as the people rend this particular Bill they will ask 
why is it that when the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy makes out a case of 
Malay, Burma, China, and so on and so forth, the India Government do 
not take action in that manner; why is it that they do not recognise these 
facts which are seen by so far-sighted a gentleman, a Minister like 
Sri Kiran Sankar Roy that there is a revolution in Assam and it is march- 
injcf through somewhere and it is entering West Bengal — he sees all these 
things and the other people sitting in Delhi do not seem to have any such 
information. 

We are also told about collection of arms. Those arms mostly have 
been collected from people who are members of the Congress. (A memher 
FROM THE Congress Benches : Question !) They know it. It is no use 
questioning, hut the point is that these people are not arrested. That is 
why the TTon’hle ITome Minister has said it is rather difficult to put them 
up before a court of law’, there is not sufficient evidence. Because most of 
the people from whom those arms have been found are Congressmen — and 
the> have been paid by some of these gentlemen of the Congress — that is 
why it is not possible either to arrest them or to put them up before a court 
of l.uv. They might tell in that case who are the financiers. If they are 
taken to court they might say that they were asked to use those arms 
against the communists, to break up their meetings. That will create a 
lot of trouble. Therefore the Ministers, in order to get rid of all that, are 

5 uietly keeiiing it in the dark as to from whom they collected those arms. 

wmild like to know’ whether a single arm, a single revolver has been 
collected from a member of the Coranninist Party. By all these words 
and phrases which have bi^en talked almut bv the Home Minister, he is 
trying to divert our attention from this Bill, and from the particular 
clause — clause 3-~about which I have just now^ mentioned which is meant 
to suppress fieople’s movement everywhere, because this is a capitalistic 
S^tate and they know it. I know my amendment will not be accepted, 

•ri D. N. MUKHER4I: I beg to move that in clause •*!, in proposed 
section 5C, line 10, for the words “seven years” the words “five years or 
with fine or with both** be substituted. 
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I also move that in clause 3» in proposed section 5A(4f), in line 4, after 
the word “vesser' the word “aniniar’ be inserted. 

Tlw HCNfl^le Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I accept these amendments. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 3 in proposed section 5A(/), 
line 2, after the words “necessary or expedient** the words **on reasonable 
grounds” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 3, in proposed section 5A(^), 
line 4, for the word “years” the word “months** be substituted, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Sri .lyoti Basu that in (dause 3 in proposed section 6B(I), 
line 2, after the words “or expedient” the words “on reasonable ground.s” 
be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that clause 3, in proposed section 5BfJ). 
line 4, for tlie word “years” the word “months” be sunstituted, was then put 
.ind lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 3. in the jirojiosed section 
TiC line 10, for the word “years*' the word “months” be substituted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 3, in proposed sec- 
tion 5A(^), in line 4, after the word “vessel” the word “animal” be inserted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, there will be some conseciuential changes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That can be done afterwards. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in (dause 3, in proposed sec- 
tion 5C, line 10, for the words “seven years” the words “five years or with 
fine or with both*’ be substituted was then ))Ut and agreed to. 

The question that clau.se 3, as amended, do stand part of this Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

8rl JYOTI BA8U: Sir, how long are we going to sit? We usually 
sit up to 6-45 ji.m. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: We shall adjourn after hnishing (dause 4. 

TIm Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: We may adjourn after 
finishing clause 6. On clause 6 there is a small amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I move that in clause 4, lines 2 and 3, for the 
words “or to endanger the safety or .stability of the province” the words 
*‘or to encourage external aggression” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I am reminded that this bus been made 
much of by Dr. Suresh Banerjee when he was speaking at th(3 beginning. 
But I shall remind him, if it is of any use, that Dr. (ihosh, when he intro- 
duced this Bill in this House, definitely as.Hured us that only processions, 
assemblies or meetings of a communal nature would come under this law' 
and no other prcK-essions, meetings or assemblies having anytliing to do 
with any other political purpose. But this uniendnient which has been 
f^uggested by Government seeks to make this particular section, i.e,, prohi- 
bition of meetings and pnK'cssioiis applicable to all kinds of meetings, 
prociessions and assemblies. Now , the difficulties with section 144 and with 
the Code of the Criminal Procedure to prohibit meetings under it have 
not been stated by the members speaking from the CongreM Benches or by 
the Home Minister. But 1 can guess what their difficulties are and why 
they want such wide powers under this lawless law. In ease section 144 
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18 declared anywliere it uhnost means that nobody is allowed to hold 
meetings. So in order to give a free scope to the Ministry or the Congress 
Party or any other party to hold such meetings or their black-marketer 
friends to talk at meetings and to prevent particular kinds of meetings 
organised by particular organisations which criticise the Government or 
whi' h are against the Government, such an amendment is being moved by 
the Government. That is the purpose of this particular section which i> 
being introduced l)y the Home Minister. Now, at the same time, while 
introducing this section we hear to<lay, and we have heard before, talk 
about democracy and free election. The Hoii’ble Il(»ine Minister in his 
speech said— referring ])rohably to eommnnists — “Who are our opponents!'' 
We do not consider them as op)>onenth who wish to "uiiture power by 
violence”. Now, Sir, so many months have gone by since March last 
when the (’ommunist Jhirty was de<‘lared illegal, but untortunately as yet 
lie has given no facts to demonstrate as to boa the Communist Ihirty which 
was legal then was trying to capture powei by violent means. That is not 
before the people or before us. But we know what is hapjiening in the 
meantime. If there is an election, at least there is one jiarty wliich has 
been eliminated, and that ])arty, the only party whieli could have and 
would have ojiposed the Congress Government and tried to change it cer- 
tainly by lawful means, was illegali.^ed ; so that at least one opposition 
goes. That is why in orde? to pievent the opposition party trom (‘outestiug 
the elections whicli are coming in a No-called free India tlu^i* ]n’e|>aia1i(*ns 
are being mad?. 

These provisi(m8 are being ad(h*d to the .iln'ady black vSccurity Act and 
we find that little by little the people are nndectanding it that in order to 
erush the Opposition to have a one-jjaity election and one-party (‘apitalist 
Gov(*t'nment, a party of capitalists, /.e.. tlie (\)ngress Government they ire 
{irepariiig tlie ground for such a state of aft’aii>. (Interruptions from the 
Treasury Bem'hes.) They may interrupt me hut the llon'hle Minister 
knows tliat what 1 am speaking is the Irnth. (At this stage the blue light 
was on.) I do not know why my time is so short. There i^ not much of 
an Opposition here and the Opposition Btmehes :ire nnpty and so you imiy 
give im* a litlb' more time. Ami if you vvill not allow me a little more time 
I cannot do anything as I have* always .said, I have menlioned some spet-i- 
fie eases and tried to sliow why for such eases I wanted the deletion of the 
wlioh* clause hut that is not allowed under the rules. So T have sugge-Ced 
that if “e\t<*rnal aggressiim” is adiled tluMi meetings and demonstiations 
of a eommuna] nature or of a nature whieli em'ourages external aggression, 
only those speiufii' (*ases will be prevented under this lawless law. That is 
mv suggestiiMi. They fear Bussia. If Bussia «'ome‘« here, if anybody 
invites Bussia, if there is any ])arty in this (‘ountry whicdi invites Bussia 
to come and occupy our country, then by everv means prevent such ineetiiigs 
and demonstrations of such ]>eople fruin (‘arrying (»n their propag-anda in 
tliis country but it is no use making tliis ]iropaganda just because the 
Ministers know that the uew>papers are with them. They have got their 
radio and they can make all this sort of ]iropaganda, but who is there to 
believe fbein? The ordinarv people will not believe them. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 4, lines 2 and 3, for the 
words *‘or to endanger the safety or stability of the province” the words 
“or to encourage external aggression” be substituted was then put and 
lost. 

Tbe question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bjll was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause f5. 

The question that clause o do stand part of the Bill was pnt and a 
division called by Sri Jyoti Basu. When the division bell ceased ringing 
Mr. Deputy Speyer nut the motion a second time and declared “Ayes have 
it, Ayes have iV*, ana ^e motion was agreed to. 



1948.1 


GOVERXMKNT BILL. 


123 


8ri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I lalled for a diriMon hut you don’t listen to 
me; what can I do? If you please looked at me you would have noticed 
that I called lor a division. I <‘annot shout like others on the Government 
side. I have been trained in a different way: that is the tnnihle. 

Xow, Sir, coming* to another point, I thought you told me just a moment 
ago that after finishing clause 4 wc shall close for the day. As a matter 
of tact all the Opjiosition members have lett already under that impression. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 reiiuest nou. Sir, now 
to take up clause (> and finish it. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: But then luo^t on (his side liave gone alreailv. 

The Hon»ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: AVe have the quorum 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: liou have heard the (fovernment. Sir. and, as an 
Opposition member I am requesting you, Sir, to close at this stage. Kverv 
day. Sir, we have been sitting only till (>-4o p.ni. but today it is already 
i-l-j p.m. Just now when 1 askeil \ou, you told lie (hat after clause 4 tin* 
House will be adjourned and a<‘cordingl\ 1 think. Sir, you should at this 
stage close the jiroceedings ami h*t iis ean \ on tomorrou And. Sir, if you 
d{» not see your wav to do so, there is nothing that I can do 

Tho Hon’blo Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* We have th(‘ (|uorum in 
the House now. 1 suggested, Sir, iinniediat(d\ vou finished with claiisi' 4, 
that we should go on to clause 0 and finish If Sri Jyoti Basu diil not hear 
ii. it is not my fault. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: But >ou are not the Speaker. 

Jdfldb 8YED BADRUDDUJA: I aLo heard. Sn, that aftcM’ clause 4 
Was finisli(*d \ou would ad join n the Jlous<- 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But .1 nMim*st <“arne from the Leader of 
the House to pro(‘eed furthei and to finish elause (i. It is the desire of the 
inajoritv of the llousi* that \\v should <(mHinn‘ 1 am absolutely in the 
hamK of the House, 

TIi 6 Hon’bis Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: It most of the members 
"t the so-called Opposition d(> n<»t ehoose to stay on, is it the fault of those 
who had stayed onP 

Jflfiftb 8YED BADRUDDUJA: (trdinarily, Sir, w(* -t^it till G-dO p.m. 
although there is the convention that at (iines we have sat late hours anti 
it in your wisdom. Sir, you desire that wa* should continue, I have nothing 
to say against it. But I had the impressi»>n that the Ilouse would he 
adjourned after finishing with clause 4. It is for you to decide, Sir, 
whether the Hou.se should continui' to sit after that. Most of the Opposition 
members, Sir, I understand, have left already and, us a matter of fact, they 
left as a protest against the longer sitting today. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The difficulty is this. There is no Whip 
of the Opposition and in the absence of any one it is difficult to suggest 
how long We should continue. Therefore I suggested that I shall ^jourii 
the House after finishing clause 4. But afterw'ards a suggestion came from 
the Leader of the House that the Government Party want to continue till 
clause 6 is disposed of. 

Bri JYOTI BA8U • Sir, Janab Eliudn Bukhsh, before he left, aaked as 
to when the House would be adjourned and you told him, I remember, that 
It would close at 6-45 p.m. and he and other mem^rs on that side accord- 
ingly left the House under such an impression. 

Hoii*bl# Df« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYt At the time yon were 
speaking on clause 4 Janab Khnda Bnkhsh was not here. 
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Clauie 6, 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now coming to clause 6, Mr. Baeu, are 
you going to move your amendment to clause 6P 

Sri 4Y0TI BASU: Yes, Sir, I beg to move thatt clause 6(7) be 
omitted. 

In this amazing state of aifairs, Sir, where Government does not think 
it worth while to make even the slightest bit of concession for 10 or 15 
minutes for moving our amendments it is more or less useless our carrying 
on in this House. Of course we were in your hands but you have chosen, 
Sir, to accept the majority verdict that they should carry on beyond clause 
4. Well, if the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker chooses to do so, we are 
quite helpless. In that view of the matter I am certainly moving this 
amendment and I shall try to do my best to do justice to my amendment 
but it may happen that the blue light may be lit and my time cut short. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no, I shall see you get sufficient time 
to speak on your amendment. 

Sri ilYOTI BA8U: As you please, Sir, I have nothing to say. You can 
do as 3'ou please and I can do as I please. You have already ruled, Sir, 
that clause 6 should be finished today and I do not know, Sir, how long I 
sliall take tor speak on my amendment. It may be till 8 o’clock, I do not 
know’. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Don ’t waste oui 
time, please. 

Sri JYOTI BASU : Y our time is not very valuable alter all. 

(ioveniineiit in this particular clause has suggested the deletion of the 
words “oil reasonable grounds”. Of course I need not in this connection 
go into the sordid history of how’ by an Ordinance on the eve of the expected 
pronouncement of the Special Bench of the High (’ourt with regard to the 
interpretation of these very wwds “on reasonable grounds”, these very 
words were suddenly deleted on a Saturday when on the Monday following 
the judgment w'as sujiposed to come out. It is fresh in everybody's memory 
and it demonstrated at that time that freedom means to the Government 
(’om])lete and ubsolutest licence and that is that they can do the inorfl out- 
rageous things. They can encroach on the pronouncements of the High 
(/ourt, gag them and suppress people’s liberty. There were few occasions 
even under the British llaj when such things were done by the Government 
against the High Court, But as far as I am aware never has such a thing 
taken place in England, in Great Britain, although it is an Imperialist 
country. It also shows that in the usual hypocritical manner the Congress 
Government did not mean, when they were moving the West Bengal 
Security Bill, what they said to hoodwink the people. The words “on 
reasonable grounds” were inserted in the Bill but in their heart of hearts 
they had meant to arrest people without any reasonable pounds, if neces- 
sary. But the game failed, completely failed and ended in a fiasco for the 
Congress Government, because the Congress Government is a Government 
of capitalists and is a tool in the hands of the capitalists and is alsp ineffi- 
cient. That is the major thing which has got to be noticed. Therefore 
this playing with democracy can no longer be continued and so the 
gloves were off and the mask had fallen and the High Court was told to 
mind its own business beftiuse it became intolerable that the reasonableness 
of the Government should be challenged by any Judge of tho High Court. 
The Government knew that when the ease w-as being debated on the peti- 
tion for haheoji corpus before the High Court these words “on reasonable 
grounds” taken together with the right of petition on habeas corpus meant 
that ^ose grounds would be considered by the High Court. The High 
Court Judges mi^t come to the conclusion that they had the authority 
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under that lawless law because of these words ‘‘on reasonable jfrounds’" to 
gfo into those grounds and find out whether they were really reasonable by 
an objective In fact it was after looJdng at some of we charge-sheets 
which were given to us in jail when those were present^ before the High 
Court Judges that the Chief Justice remarked that if those were the 
reasonable grounds then Government can arrest anylwdy anywhere in 
India ^ the courts would be powerless and everybody would be powerless to 
do anything. After all, what was the nature of the' grounds for the charge*^ 
sheets that were given to usP Sir, I shall now give some examples and 
then you will realise why these words were deleted. The common ground 
levelled against us was that “you are detained l)ecau8e you are members of 
the Communist Party of India which has k‘en collecting arms, which has 
collected arms, w’hich is creating chaos, lawlessness and disorder in the tea 
gardens, in 24-Pargana8 and everywhere throughout Bengal”. That was 
the common charge and the second charge was the personal charge against 
every individual. I shall give examples of those charges, arid I have 
already mentioned the charges brought against me. As regards personal 
charge I or a member like Mr. Ratanlal Brahmin was told that our crime 
was that we have been addressing labour meetings at every place to pro- 
pagate our ]iarty politics. Sir, it w'as a great discovery that labour mem- 
iiers of this I legislative Assembly go about and address labour meetings. 
Another co-prisoner, Sri Gopal Ilaldnr was told that “you have been on 
the cultural front of the Communist Party of India and you have been 
helping the Communist Party through cultunil activities”. Another young 
poet, Sri Subhas Mukherji who was a co-prisoner with me was tola that 
“vou have been writing in support of strikes in the local, paper of the 
(\unmunist Party”, which has since binui banned but which was then called 
“The Swadhinata”. That was his crime and he was detained for three and 
.1 half months. Another gentleman w'ho was not even a member of the 
Communist l^arty was arrested and he stayed with us lor three and a half 
months in jail. That gentleman w’as told that he had been attending 
meetings in which Government was criticised and that was his crime for 
\'hich he had to spend in jail for three and a half months under detention. 
Another member of the Communist J^arty was told that he knew Mr. P. C. 
•loshi, the Secretary of the Communist Party of India. »So, for a member 
to know the Secretary of the party was a crime, and for that (Time he had 

spend three and a half months in jail. Sir, those wen* tlie kind of 
<'harges framed against u.s and those were the reasomibli* grounds for which 
we w'ere arrested and placed under detention. Naturally tiovernraent feels 
that these are no grounds at all, and that (»ven with this lawless law they 
( annot keep us in jirison for if this particular section remains, the High 
Court Judges can review such cases. Now the gentlemen thought that the 
High Court Judges would sign on the dotted lines, that people would be 
hoodwinked for they would think that Congressmen were the votaries of 
truth and non-violence, they were gfKKl people and could keep the Com- 
munists in jail as long as they liked with the sanction of Judps. But 
unfortunately Judges have not been found who would sign on the dotted 
line an(i therefore in a panic we find that when a judgment was to be deli- 
vered by a Full Bench, they came with this particular thing which has 
been inehrporated in this Bill. So now we can be arrested without any 
reasonable grounds and they are now preparing those conditions by which 
tliev can without any ground whatsoever arrest and keep us under deten- 
tion. 

(At' this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that clause 6(7) be omitted was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : 

AYE8>-1. 

I tralNiiln, tri fUUtfilai. 


•Mil, tri 
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N0E8— 33. 


SaiMrjM, Srt Sutll Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon'blo 8ri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Pratad. 

Baau, Sri Neman ta Kumar. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 
Chahravarty, Sri Satith Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, The Hon*bie Sri Rai Harendra 
Nath. 

Oai, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oai Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Date, Sri Kanailal. 

De, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Oolui, Sri Harendra Nath. 
Outt-Mazumdar, The Hon’bie Sri 
Niharendu. 

Qanguli, Sri Bepin Behari. 

Qayen, Sri Arabinda. 


Haidar, Sri Kuber Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharaiadhiraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maihi, Sri Niahapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon’bie Sri Bhupati. 
Mandal, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandai, Sri Banklpb^ri. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukherji, Sri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon'bie Sri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon’bie Sri Jadabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon'bie Sri Kiran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon’bie Sri Prafuiia Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’bie Sri Bimai Chandra. 


The Ayes bein^^ 2 and the Noes 3^1, the motion was lost. 

The (juestinn that clause 6 do stand part ol the Bill was then put and 
a division taken with the Ldlowing result : — 


AYES— 30. 


Banerlee, Sri Susil Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon’bie Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barmen, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Hemanta Kumar. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Chaudhuri, The Hon’bie Sri Rai Harendra 
Nath. 

Oas, Sri Radha Nath. 

Das Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanailal. 

Dolui, Sri Harendra Nath. 
Outt-Mazumdar, The Hon’bie Sri 
Niharendu. 

Ganguil, Sri Bepin Behari. 

Qayen, Sri Arabinda. 

Haidar, Sri Kuber Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 


Basu, Sri ilyoti. 

The Ayes being 30 and the Noes 2, 


Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhiraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon'bie Sri Bhupati. 
Mandal, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubehari. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukherji, Sri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon’bie Sri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon’bie Sri Jadabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Sri Kiran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon’bie Sri Prafuiia Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’bie Sri Bimai Chandra. 


NOES— 2. 

I Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-40 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 28th September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



im] 


127 


Proeeedingt of the West Bengal Legitlative Attembly aMembled 
iinder the provitiont of the Government of India Act, 1935 , 
a« adapted. 

on® EomQ, Calcutta, on Tuesday, tiia 

28th September, 194^, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Iswar Das .Ni.am in the Chair 
Hon’ble Ministers and (i‘2 members. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The West Bengal Security (Amendment) Bill, 1 S 48 . 

Clause 7. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to nio\e Hint in ejanse 7, 
tor the proposed section 17, the following be snbstiiuled. nainel\ : - 

“17. Save as liereinaftei in this section o( herwi.se jirovided, an order 
made under sub-section (/i of se<*tion i(i .shall be in force for such jH^riod 
not exceeding two months as nia,\ Ik* .sj)e(‘ified in tlie order or for the period 
subsequent to the datt' of issue of .such order during which this Act 
(•ontinues in operati<m. ahiehevei is h‘ss. unless mirlier cancelbnl b.\ the 
aiithorits making the order: 

Provided tliat — 

{a) the Provincial (io\ ei nnient ma\ if and so oUen as jt thinks fit, 
before tfie datt* on w bicli under this section ;in\ such tirder 
would otherwise have ceased to be in foice, 

(/) in the ca.se tjf an onlei undei clause (</) of the saiil siib-set'iion, 
place before a Imlgt* of the High Ctmrt in Calcutta the 
grounds on which the ortb*r is math*, the it*pres(*ntatiuns, if 
any, made umlei seetion 18 l>v tin* person affected thereby, 
and such further materials us the Provincial Government may 
think fit and the Provincial Goveinment sliall in accordance 
with the d(*eision td (he Judge, thereon, issue an order of 
release ar a fresh order of detention for siicli jH*riod not 
exceeding two months as may he determined h\ tin* Judge: 

Provided also that the person affected by tlie order shall he entitled 
to be defended or represented by any law’yer or other person 
before the Judge; 

(n) in any other case, issue after con.sidering all the (drciimstaiices 
of the case, a fresh order to tin* same effect and subject to the 
same limitations as to duration as in the first instance; 

(h) notwithstanding anything hercinhefore contained, it shall be lawful 
for the Provincial Government to release at an> time?, if it so 
thinks fit, any j>erHOii in re.spect of whcmi an order under sub- 
' clause (i) of clause (a) has been made.” 

Sir, the purpose of this amendment of the Government is to take away 
the right of the person detained to pla<je his case before a Review Judge 
of the Calcutta High Court. Government in the previous Act having mad© 
a mockery of the courts is now showing distrust of ev«i a review to be made 

alfhouffh it would be an ew parte decision 
wnich the Judge will give and he would sit in camera. Nor can any person 
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aDpear before tbe Judge to represent the case of this particular deten 
Now the Government, it seems to me, feels that even such Judges of tl 
High Court who are reviewing the cases of the persons detained w’ithoi 
trial are incapable of judging and understanding the grave menace whic 
is threatening West Bengal in particular from inside the Province and froi 
outside—frorn Malaya, from Burma, froin China, and so on and so forth- 
it has been said yesterday — including of course Russia. In fact, as tl; 
Review Judge lias proved incapable — Government so thinks — and has b 
off a vast number of detenus, it is necessary to deprive the Review Judg 
of his statuiory powers at least foi ten months. For public consumption ( 
course, if you will read the Statenuoit of Objejcts and Reasons, you wi 
see therein it is stated that the cases of detenus will as often as necessar 
go up to a Review Judge for review. But, in fact, on reading even one 
this particular amendment which has been suggested by the Governmen 
it would appear that for ten months there is no question, unless Governmen 
so desire, of placing the cases of the detenus, the charges ,ind the replies 
before such a Review Judge. In case of restriction orders similarly whereb 
persons are, for instance, denied the right to participate in meetings or t 
move about freely to propagate their views, which orders again are arbitrar; 
coming as they do from this particular Government which has based it 
whole case on untruths. The period of nine months of such restrictioi 
orders and thereafter with the powers that tin* Government is seeking fo 
renewal of the restriction orders tor anotlu'r nine menths -tlu'se are mean 
that people in the Opposition will be preventeil from expn'ssing tln*ir point; 
of view before the p(*o])le of the country. In case the Government feel; 
that there are lawl(‘ss elements in the country, in case those element' 
appear befort* the people and speak to them, and in case they commi 
sedition or they in their sjieeches incite people to lawlessness iind disorder 
a trial may be held under other provisions ot the existing law. But thi: 
measure is meant to crush in any case the Opi>osition on unreasonahh 
grounds. The thought of trial for sedition oi frir inciting lawlessness an( 
disorder is re])Ugnant to the Gongie.ss now. This ru'w cl;iu<e which ha* 
been giv(*n notice of by the Go\(‘rnment im‘an,s that the tioveruinent i? 
unable an\ longer to pla\ about nith d<‘mocracv and has taken recoursi* t( 
naked, unashaim'd fascism. Giidcr tin* heav^ hands of r(*pr(*ssion have 
fallen not only tlu* Communists, although it has started with them, but tbi 
Forw’ard Blocists, Socialists and others of the Left, and not only they, but 
even Congressmen have not been spared, as for instance, the striki'rs of the 
Amntn Bazar Patrika or the Jugautar Patrika. Whether one took part 
in the 1942 struggle or not is of little consequenee, heeause all thn.se people 
who have left the Congress are eoming under tin* heavy hands of repression 
of this present Congress (lovernnieut, Tims niy aniemlnH‘nt seeks to make 
review by tbe Judge compulsory and within two months. I suggest in 
my amendment that in all only for a period of four months a person can 
be detained without trial, if it is at all necessary — in any case not more 
than two months by Government, and another two montlns if tbe Judge so 
desires. 1 have also provided in my amendment whieli I have suggested 
for a personal representation by the detenu himself before the Review Judge 
or through a per.son whom he chooses. This is in order to enable illiterate 
persons or less educated people to a^ipear before the Judge and explain 
their point of view. Furthermore it is a very inqiortunt point — as we found 
it hy practical experience^n our own cases — to examine whether the docu- 
ments which the Governnfent place before the Juilge are false or not because 
we do not know when, together with our replies to the charge-sheets, in 
order to justify its charges against us, it places all sorts of evidence and 
documents against us; we have no means whereby we can challenge the 
authenticity of such documents. Sir, you will realise that the way the 
Government has been acting, the way it has been preparing its case Wing 
itself on absolute falsehood, there is every reason for us to suspect that the 
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dooninents which are placed before the reviewing Judge of the Oaloutta 
High Court, if ever placed at all, are either false or made up by Goverumeat, 
Therefore 1 have suggested that every opportunity should be given, even 
it the Judge sits in camera, to the detenu who appears before the Judge 
either himself or through another representative, to at least challenge the 
documents which are placed against him. I know it may be said, for 
reasons of safety of the State and so on, that this cannot be done, that the 
detenu cannot be told what is the evidence against him. In that case of 
course I shall be helpless and I shall have nothing to say. If that be so 
why have this farce of a High (^)iirt Review Judge and all the rest of it 
been maintained. In any case, as I pointed out last time when the St»curity 
Bill was being discussed here, it is contrary to all principles of jurisprudence 
that a Judge of the High Court should he called upon to give an ee-^mHe 
decision. That jirovision was had enough already and ojj top of that if 
you now provide that the person — that the accused person - cannot appear 
before the Judge, then it is almost worse than useless, but curiously enough 
even with this provision the <tov(*rnment is not satisfied, They are now 
suggesting that at least for ten months from now on detenus will not have 
this statutory right to place their cases Indore the reviewing Judge. That 
is why, Sir, T have suggested my amendment. I of course know what the 
fate of this amendment is going to he hecjoise the (iovernment has made it 
amply clear yestenlay that they an* going to crush all opposition and they 
are not going to permit ns to carry on in a dcmo<*ratic manner in this 
country. All the same 1 liuve made my j^uggeslions not only for the 
Government hut for the public to realise what tin* Goveinment is making 
of justice in our country. Let the p(*o])le waki* nji whilst yet there is time; 
otherwise tlie fate of Hitlerite (i<*rman\ is going to overtake the* people of^ 
this fair land. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, 1 heg (o move that in clause 7, 
in proviso (a) to the jiroposed section 17, lines I ami ‘J, fo? the words “may, 
li and so often as it thinks fit/’ the word “sliall” he suhstitiited. 

Sir, yesterday I had occasion to draw your attention to the wording of 
the Statement of Ohjecds and H(‘asons and compare it with the body of the 
section. Sir, the Stat<*ment of Objects and |{(•,lsons stales amongst other 
things “To make it hevoml all possihh* donhl (hat an nrci«*i (»f detention 
under sub-sectifui (/) of section HI may la* n'vieued 1>\ a .Iinige of the High 
Court more than once <ind wliile «*\temling the ordinal duration of HU(3h 
orders to limit tin* peiiod td suhse<jU(*nl extensions”. 

Sir, you will iiotict* that tin* way it has he(*n word(‘d in the Bill does not 
make it obligatory or mandatory on tin* part of (Iovernment tf) snlmiit the 
papers in respect of a d(‘tain(*(‘ to a High Court Judge, hut it makes it dis- 
f'rctionary. Sir, I submit that a High ( onrt Jmlgc is certainly not le«» 
anxious than a Government official to preserve the stability and tin* safety 
fif a Province. Sir, a High Court Judge is certainly not less impartial than 
a Government official. The whole idea behind this referring of papers to a 
High Court Judge is that a mind other than Government’s other than the 
authority that make.s the detention onler, should he applied on the 
circumstances and on variou.s other conditions that make it necessary for 
the Government to i.ssin* detention order on a detainee and keej) him in 
detention without trial. 

Now, Sir, when the Government have taken powers to keep a jierson 
in detention for as long as nine months without trial, it becomes all the 
more incumbent on the Government to submit their cases before a High 
Court Judge especially when the High Court Judge is expected to look into 
those papers in camera, and the accused, that is the detainee, should have 
the facilities of being represented by either himself, that is, personally, 

by his lawyer. Sir, indeed what we wanted to achieve by this referring 
^ the papers of a detainee to a High Court Judge has to a very large extent 
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been fiiistrAtod by the deletion of that al] -important phraae '^reasonab 

S ounds”. Sir, it can indeed be argued that referring of papers now to 
igh Court Judge would not be as fruitful of results as it would ha 
been if those words were there. But if my an»endment is accepted 1 
Government it certainly gives the detainee a right to have his papers look< 
into by a High Court Judge to find out whether there are any reasons at al 
It also gives Government a chance to exonerate itself from any blame th 
might attach to them if the papers were not sent. Sir, the powers a 
sweeping and a man is now being proiK>sed by Government to be kept 
detention foi as long as ten months — one month by the police and nil 
ftionths b.\ a Government order. Surely tlie Government can c<dlect su£ 
cient data to satisfy a High Court Judge who is, as I said, as imparti 
-as a Government official and is as anxicnis for the maintenance ar 
preservation of the stability and satet> of a Province as an\ one of u 
Then onl> we can say, Sir, bureaucracy or the Government officers iuive m 
vented tlieir spite or tbeir wrath and have not pul u]j a got-up case befoi 
a High Court Judge to have a person detained. That is why J said that 
must l)e made mandatoiy and obligatorv on the Government to pla( 
everything tliat tln'V have within these nine nnmths hefoie a High Con 
Judge to justify a i)erson being de1aine<l without tiial. 

Th6 Hon*bl6 Sri KIRAN SAN ICAR ROY S Sii’, ma^\ J sa\ just ujie < 
two words. So far as the amendment (d Mr. Jyoti Basil is concerned, 
is fiindamcnlall\ ojiposed to lln‘ Government piujiosul. He wants i 
reduce thria* months to two months hut oui jiroposal is to increase it froi 
three months to nine months. Secondly. In* \^ants to have lawyers presei 
^to re})reseii( the drivnus hetoie tin* Judge. This meaiiv that he wants 
regular tiial with (hdeiice arguments, )»eiiefit ol doubt, and so on ami ? 
forth. Ilui ih at IS not oil! pur]>ose. 

So tai as Mr. Khiida Huklwh’s amendment is concerned. 1 rather thin 
that h(‘ has missed the jioint We have not ma<h‘ an.\ change. He has no' 
[ think, gone through tlie original A<‘t. If he reads section IT he will fin 
that we have <-ot)ied the language and 1 do not think tlierc is any different 
at all. The point here is this: the issue was— one set of legal experts gav 
an otiinioii that even if then* was fresh evidence against a person we coul 
not make a second reference to the Judge. Another set said we could. ] 
is to ]»ut that matter riglil that I projiose this amendment. In case there i 
fresh evid<Mi<a‘ we intend to make a second reference to the Judge. Thu 
is th<* onl> purimse of this clause. 

Sii, 1 oppose all the amendments. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 7. dor the proposed sectio 
17, the following he substituted, namely; — 

••IT. Save as hereinaftei iu this seetiou otherwise provided, an orde 
made under sub-section {1\ of section 16 shall he in force for such perio 
not exi’eeding two months us may he 8|)e( ified iu the order or for the perio 
subsequent to the date of issue of such order during which this Ac 
continues in operation, whichever is les.s, unless earlier cancelled by tb 
authority making the order: 

Provided that — 

(a) (he Provincial Government may if and so often as it thinks fit 
before the d^e on which under this section any such orde 
would otherwdse have cea.sed to be in force, . 

(t) in the case of an order under clause (a) of the said sub-section 
place before a Judge of the High Court in Calcutta th 
grounds on which the order is made, the representations, i 
any, made under section 18 by the person affected thereby 
and such further materials as the Provincial Government ma^ 
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thinlt fit and the Provincial Government sihall in accordance 
with the decision of the Jndfte» thereon, issue an order of 
release or a fresh order of detention for such period not 
exceeding two months as may be detennined by the Judge : 

Provided also that the person affected by the order shall be entitled 
to be defended or represented by any lawyer or other [>ersou 
before the Judge; 

(/O in an> other case, i.ssue after considering all the idroumstauces 
of the case, a fresh order to the same effect and subject to tbp 
sajiie limitations as to duration as in the first instance; 

(/>) notwithstanding anything hereinhetore contained, it shall be lawful 
for the Provincial (jovcrnment to release at any lime, if it so 
thinks fit, an\ )>er''OU in resp«‘cl »it whom an order umler stih- 
clause (/) of clause has been made.” 
was then ]uit and a division taken with the fi»llo\nng result. 

AYEft-2. 

Baiu, 8rl Jyoti. | Brahmin, 8rl Ratanlal. 

NOEB~~47. 


Bandopadhaya, 8ri Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, 8ri Suall Kumar. 

Banerjl, Dr. Buresh Chandra. 

Barman, Tha Hon'ble 8ri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, 8ri Byama Prasad. 

Basu, Bri Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, BrI Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Bri Bhyamapada. 

Chakra varty, Bri Satish Chandra. 
ChattarlM, 8rl Haiipada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Prosad. 

Chaudhurl, Ths Hon 'bis 8rl Ral Harsn- 
dra Nath. 

Clarke, Mr. C. E. 

Oat, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta, 8rl Khagendra Nath. 

Oau, Sri Kanailal. 

Os, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Ootui, Sri Harsndra Nath. 

Outt-Mazumdar, Tho Hon'bis Sri 
Niharsndu. 

Gangull, Sri Bapin Bohari. 

Gaytn, Bri Arabinda. 

Ghost, Bri Bimai Comar. 

Gupta, Bri J. C. 

Haidar, Bri Kubsr Chand. 

The Ayes being ‘J and the Noes *1' 

The motion ol laiiah M<1. Khuda 11 
to the proposed section 17. lines 1 ai 
often a.s it tliinks fit.” the Hf>rd ‘‘sh;i 
lost. 

The (|Uestion tliat clause 7 do stai 
itgreed to. 


Mahanty, Sri Charu Chartdra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhlrsl 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, The Hon’blo Bri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhi, Bri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, Tho Hon'bis Sri Bhupatl. 
Maiiiok, Sri Ashutosh. 

Mandat, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubthari. 

Mandat, Bri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookerjet, The Hon'ble Bri Kalipada. 
Mukherji, Bri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 

Nandy, Sri Srit Chandra, of Coasimbaiar. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon'ble Sri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon'ble Sri Jadabendra 
Nath. 

Pramanik, Sri Ra|ani Kanta. 

Roy, The Hon'ble Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajneiwar. 

Roy, The Hon'ble Sri KIran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon'ble Sri Prafuila Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Stnha, The Hon'ble Sri Bimai Chandra, 
the motion was lost, 
ukhsh th.H III rl.iiise 7. in pioviso (a) 
id *J. foi the wnfils “ina> , if and no 
11” he substituted, was then put and 


pait of the Hill was then put and 


Clinutt' S, 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, 1 beg to move tlmt in einuse S, line '2, for the 
projKmed word “thirt>’* the word ‘‘ten” be substituted. 

As you will notice. Sir, in the oiiginal West Heagai SfM’urity Act this 
piU'ticular section, which is referrerl to here and is Wing amended, is section 
28. Of course, b\ the pn^vious amendment wdiich has been suggested by 
Government, section 18 loses its importance and siguificuuce completely 
opcause in section 18 it has been provided that after u person has been 
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detained, witliin 15 days lie shall be g-iven a charge-sheet and with his 
replies those papers will be placed before a Judge thereafter. But now by 
the previous amendment, for ten months Government are not bound by the 
law to place this charge-sheet and the replies before a Judge of the High 
Court. In this particular amendment they suggest that in place of 15 days 
30 days should be substituted. Of course, as things stand now, it does not 
make much of a difference because we know that once somebody is arrested, 
his detention may last for ten months without referring either to the Judge 
or to anybody else outside the Government. Therefore, one would not feel 
inclined to give replies to the charge-sheet of the Government and one ma.> 
take one’s time — either three months or four months, whatever it may be — 
hecaus{‘ detention would he almost indefinite. As long as the Act lasts the 
detention is going to continue. So in that case this section has lost all ite 
significance. Of course it has been provided in the jirevious section, whicli 
has connection with this, that it is not safe for the State to trust a Review 
Judge of the (’alcutta High Court to look into the case of a particular 
detenu who is detained without a trial. Since it is so, I do not, of course, 
think that my amendment also has much significance, but all the same 1 
suggest it in order to support a principle. The Government tell us that a 
person is not arrested unless and until Government are sure to a certain 
extent that this person is doing some act vvhicli affects the safety and 
stability of the State. If that be so, then I am sure that the Government 
would not suggest that they would take a month to frame charges against 
this individual who has been arrested, because the Government tell us that 
unless they are somewhat sure that a person has done some ciiine or is about 
to do stinie crime, they would not arrest him. Tliat is liow Government 
wisli to estuhlish their hoiia fidrs, hut I — and Government know it — doubt 
the hona fides of the Government every day and always and I shall go on 
doubting. Therefore, my amendment only means Unit if the Government 
arrest a person, then surely the groumls are with the Govtunment as to 
why this person has been arrested. So wh> sliould Government take so 
much time in order io frame charges!^ Ihit I can suggest why they have 
taken one month foi- this h<‘('auHe when ve were in detention we found that 
the charges were worse than useless. Ridiculous charges were made 
against us and that is why I am out here tinhw s])eaking, otherwise 1 would 
have ht‘en even now in the Rresidem-y dail. In order to manufacture propel 
charges which would at least sound plausible if somebody read them — 
although mdiody is going to read those charges -Government are taking 
this one inonth’s time. That is why I have suggested my amendment in 
order to test the honn fidea of the Government. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Buvsu that in clause 8. line 2, for the proposed 
word “thirty” the word “ten” he suhstitutcfl. was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYEE-2. 


Bttu, 8ri Jyotl. 


Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 


NOES— 5S. 


Bandopaithaya, Sri Framatha Nath. 
Bantrlaa, Sri Sutll Kumar. 

Banaril, Dr. Surtth CharMIra. 

Barman, Tht Hon'bla Sri Moirtni Mahan. 
Barman, BrI Byama Fraud. ^ 

Baau, an Hamanta Kumar. 

•handart, Bri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Bhyamaiiada. 
Ohahravarty. BH Satiah Chandra. 
Chittarlaa, Bri Haripada. 



Bri Annada Fraaad. 

Tha Han’Ma Bri Rat Naran* 


Clarka, Mr. C. E. 

Ou, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oat Gupta, Sri Khagandra Nath. 

Dau, Sri Kanalial. 

Da, 8rl Kanai Lil. 

Oalui, Sri Harandra Nath. 
Outt-Matumdar, Tha Han'Ma td 
Nlharandu. 

Ganguli, Sri Bapln Bahari. 

Qayan, Bii Arahhula. 

Ohaaa, 8rt BImal Camar. 

Gupta, 8H J. C. 

NaMar, BH Kubar Chand. 
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8rl Charu ChaiMtrt. 

iialitaiit Sri Uday Chanel, MaharajadhiraJ 
Bihaflur of Burfhaan. 

Maitif Tha Hon'blo Sri Nikunja Bahari. 
Malm, Sri Nishaiiati. 

Maiumdar, Tha Hon’bla Sri Bhupatl. 
Malliok, Sri Aahutoah. 

Mandal, Sri Annadapraaail. 

Mandat, Sri Bankubaharl. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon’ble Sri Kallpada. 
Muhammad Qumruddin, Janab. 

Mukharji, Sri Dhlrandra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 


Nandy, Sri Srit Chandra, of Oaatliiibaiir. 
Naakar, Sri Ardhandu Sakhar, 

Natkar, Tha Hon*bla Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon'Ma Sri dadabandra 
Nath. 

Paddar, Sri Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Sri Rajani Kanta. 

Riokatts, Mrs. E. M. 

Ray, Tha Hon bla Dr. BMhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajnaawar. 

Roy, Tha Hon'Ma Sri KIran Sankar. 
San, Tha Hon bla Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

SInha, Tha Hon'bla Sri BImal Chandra. 


The Ayes being niul the Noes bO, the motion wus lost. 

The question that elaus 4 * 8 do stand part of the Hill, was then put un«i 
agreed to. 


Clause 9- 


Sri JYOTI BA8U : I move that in clause U. in the proposed section 18A, 
line 8, foi* the words “t\\o \ears” the wor<ls “three months” be substituted. 

I also move that in clause 9, in the proposed section 18A. lines 8 and 9, 
the words beginning with “and sliull” and ending witlr “thousanrl rupees” 
be omitted. 

I further move that in clause 9. tin* following proviso Ire ad«h*d to the 
proposed section 18A, nanicl.N : — 

“Provided that this jurrMsiou does not exteml to tin* cast* in which the 
harirour or concealment is h> tin* hnshand or wift* of tbe person 
direet(*d to he detained.” 

Sir. in tills amemlmeiil a new addition has been suggested by the 

fiovernmenl. It is amazing, Sir, that allhougb in the Grdiuanei? which 

came out including this particular irrovisnui -the Ordinance which as you 

will remember gagged tin* CaU'utta High Court and tin* Sp(*eial Henrh— • 
in that jraitieular Ordinance it is statt'd that Ibis juovisinn does not exteml 
to the case in wliicdi the haibour oi concealment i** h> the husband cir wife 
of persons (lir 4 *<'t(*d to be (b'tuined, but in the nn'untime 1 think the 

Oovernment came to the eomdusion that tlu*y bad not be«*n strictly fcdlowing 
the Andersonian tradition, tbe Hiitisb Imperialistic tradition in our 
country, and fbe\ Wi*i 4 * bein^ a little lenu'iit bv e\t*mpting liusband 4rr wife 
in tbe case of concealment <rr harbour. 1 hat is wiry when the Hill is being 
discussed ln*re before this Assemble. tl»e\ bav<* witlrdrawn tbaf parficular 
exception wbicii was there, and mrw every lardy will be ineluderl in tdiis 
particular s«*ction foi barlrouiing <rr foi c4urc<*almcn1 . 

Of course. Sii, 1 have not mmli to sa\ \Vln*n I moviul the amendments 
J thought of saying nian> things justihing m> amendments. Hut today 
after what the Home Minister and the meiiiherH on the ('ongK’s.s benches 
told us about the .situation in the countiv according to them and justifying 
all their savage rules and provisions whicli thr\\ liave suggested in this 
particular Hill, I have not much say. Is'Cause it secuiis to me now that it 
is good in a wa> that the people slnruld understand the naked, nnushamed 
fascism wliich is being adopter! hy the Congres.s fiovernment in this 
country. 1 am sine the pcoph* will be<*ome eonscious, and the sooner the 
people awaken to the realities of the situation from their Hlnmber the 
better for them, and the sooner hc shall find that this Government will go 
the way that ali fascist (tovernmeiits in the world ha%’e gone; and therefore 
I have given the amendmeuts. I stick to the amendments. Gf course I 
do not hope Government will accept even such an amendment as thia, 
because they are determined to follow the traditions of Tegart and Hir John 
Anderson . 
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The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 9, in the propK)8^'4 section 
ISA, line 8, for the words *'two years" the words "three montis^’ be 
substituted, was tlien put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 9, in the proposed section 
18A, lines 8 and 9, the word# beginninj^ with "and shall’* and ending with 
"thousand rupees" be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The inotir)!! of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 9, the following proviso 
he added to the pjo|K)sed section 18A, iiamely : — 

"Provided that this provision does not extend to the case in which the 
harbour or concealment is In the husband or wife of the person 
directejl to he detained" 

was put am! a di\isi(m taken with the folluwing result: — 


AYES— 2. 

Bmu, 8ri Jyoti. j Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal, 

NOES— 49. 


■andopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Sri Sutli Kumar. 

Bantrjl, Dr. Suraah Chandra. 

Barman, Tha Hon’bla Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Pratad. 

Bttu, Sri Hemanta Kumar. 

•handari, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Ohakravarty, Sri Satiih Chandra. 

Chattorjoo, Sri Harlpada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Protad. 

Chaudhuri, Tha Hon'bia Sri Rai Haren- 
dra Nath. 

Clarke, Mr. C. E. 

Oaa, Sri Radha Nath. 

Daa Gupta, Sri Khagandra Nath. 

Data, Sri Kanailal. 

Da, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Odiul, Sri Harendra Nath. 

Dutt-Maiumdar, Tha Hon'bla Sri 
Nihtrandu. 

Ganguli, Sri Bapin Bahari. 

Gayan, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghoaa, Sri Bimai Comar. 

Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, Sri Kubar Chand. 

Mahan ty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

riie A\es heing " ami the 49. 

The tjm'stioM th.it el.-iuse !t do ''tarn! 
agreed to. 

(The HoU''e was then adjo\irned tor 


I Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhirai 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

MaitI, The Hon'bla Sri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhi, Sri Nifhapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon'bla Sri Bhupati. 
Maliick, Sri Aihutoah. 

Mandai, Sri Annadapraiad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubahari. 

Mandai, Sri Kriahna Prasad. 

Mookarjee, Tha Hon'bla Sri Kaiipada. 
Mukharg, Sri Ohirandra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Batantlal. 

Nandy, Sri Sris Chandra, of Coatimbazar. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhendu Sakhar. 
i Naskar, Tha Hon'bla Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon'bla Sri Jadabandra 
Nath. 

Piatel, Mr. R. E. 

! Poddar, Sri Anandilai. 

Pramanik, Sri Rajani Kanta. 

Roy, The Hon'bla Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajnaswar. 

Roy, Tha Hon'bla Sri Kiran Sankar. 
San, Tha Hon'bla Sii Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sfnha, Tha Hon’bla Sri Bimai Chandra. 

the inntjon wn.s lost. 

})ait ot the Hill was then put and 


titteen niiioHes. i 


(After adjournment . ) 

Cl/tuse 10. 

The question that clause 19 do stand pait of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ^ 

^ ( Jause 11. 

tri D. N. MUKHERill: Sir, I beg to move that in paragraph (7) of 
elauae 11, in the projHJsed sub-section {lA) of section 28 of the Act, lines 
9 and 10. the words ‘‘found on search under this sub-section” be omitted, 

Tht Hoii*I>Ib Eri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I accept the amendment. 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Tl» ^liiestiou that ( laiitH* 11, aiueudt^d. do stand part of ilie Bill aas 
than put and aj^ived to. 

Clause i*. 

8ri aVOTI BA8U: Sir, 1 bejr to move that in 12(/), line 2, (or 

the word “thirty” the word “Ion” he substituted . 

This particular amendment which has been suggested by Governumnt 
refers to section 'JO of the Security Ai‘t wherein it is provided that even 
without the orders of the provimial Government the police can have the 
powers to keep a ]>eisou in detention without trial (or fifteen days and there- 
after if the detention is to be extended, then the provincial Government's 
permission would be required. But herein it i-' being suggested liy the 
Government that in place ot fifteen days (he word thirty days be substituted. 
That is in keeping with the spirit of this amending Hill which is lieing 
moved here st» that the iiolice is being given i tore power. And rightly so» 
as the GoveiJiinent has l>een telling us ilou lIo‘y wish to establish a jwlice 
state in this eountry. I have suggested an ci'ieudment tliat in plaee of 
fifteen days ten days should be substituted, that is, the ]>oli('<‘ shmild have 
power alter they arrest a peisim to detain him without trial and without 
referring the luattei to the provincial t loveriiiiomt fot ten ilays and not for 
fifteen days as wa^ iti the original Act (M eouis»‘ now 1 find that my ameiid- 
men is not of much use because of whal has liappened to my other amend- 
ments which I have lieen moving sinee yesteniav , and nov. it does not make 
much of a dilferema* wliethei one is kepi nt detention withoni trial by the [iro- 
vincial (hivenmonit or* by orders ot the pn*umiai Go eiriimnil or* without 
the orders of the provincial (iovei i.raeiit by tiie Sub- 1 iispeelor s nl Ibdiee or by 
police spies or any sneli miserable pr'ople Her ause I do not s«-e any difference 
whatsoever after I am taken to the prdiee loek-np or the jail lock-up, whether 
there are orrleis against me by the prdicr ofliirr or by the provim ial Govern- 
ment. It seems to me that both will be and are eipially responsible, tind 
therefori' I should not iiisnlt the pidict* b\ sayiii;^ that 1 should not be 
detained by them for moie than ten <la\- or tifteeri ibiys It the fiovern- 
nient s(j wish they can gn\<‘ power 1<» the police II one can tliink (d giving 
poweis to the provincial Governinenj one (*an also tlinik of giving 
power to the Sub-liisjieetoi of I'oliee to .irrist a peiscni ami lo*ep liiin in jail 
for ten days or ten months, and what does that matter!" IJaf all the same I 
f<‘el that during the undei-tnal pmiod when a man is detained, as It i« a 
very trying period because we tind that in j.’.il when a man is nmler trial, 
is segregated from other prisoners w lio are mt more under h ra! but w ho have 
been eoiifirnied, that this suffering may be less for tlo* prisoinn* who will 
have to be in jirison indefinitely witimut trial under this fascist Hill, and 
therefore 1 have suggested this amendment. Hut at tlu* snme time 1 see the 
uselessness of ni> moving this amendment. However, as I think that my 
amendment is not particularly meant for the Minister sitting over there but 
for the jieople outside this n(Mi'*e in order to make them understand that 
really a police state rs being e-^tablished in West Bengal that 1 move tbi» 

amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: J wish to add one remark alKint Mr. Hasn’s obseivatioii 
when he said that he % r 

p^ple outside. T think every inmiiber sh on 

uifi nriiti'WTrill i4iis TTcmse for tlie TTouse and whatever he IffT^^TSTTH ’ 

^'onvince (he other .side and not to eonvi mic neople outsid e. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in elause 12(7), line 2, for the word 
"thirty” the word “ten” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that cdaiuse 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(lmt»e /»L 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
to. 
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Clause 14. 


The question that rlause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then })ut an< 
agreed to. 


Consequent ial A mrnd merits. 


Mfi SPEAKER: Before 1 put the Preamble to vote, I desire to mentioi 
one fact. Yesterday Sri Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji moved a short-notici 
amendment to (dause <1 of the Bill that after the word “vessel” the won 
“animal” ])e inserted. That was carried by the House. Thereafter Sr 
Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji desired to move consequential amendments fo] 
adding the word “animal” after the w'ord “vessel” in clause d. These totally 
consequential amendments wtue sought to be moved, ])ut the Deputy Speakei 
desired that thejy should be taken afterwards. Under rule bO of the Wesi 
Bengal Legislative Assemblv Procedure Buies, tliese fOTtiml conse 

quential amendments may be made and I hope the House has no obiection tt 
have the consequent*"! amendm e n ts , i.e., the word “an im a I ^ ^ f h f t er tht 

word “vessel” wherever it oia'imTin clause M. 


(There was no obi 


Prearnhlr. 

The question that the Pieainlde do stand part oi the Bill was then put 
and agretid to. 

m Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
AVefit Bengal Security (Amendment) Bill, P)4(S, as settleil in the Assembly, 
he passed. 

Mft SPEAKER: I sliould like* the honourulde members to give me a list 
<d members who want to speak so that I may be able to contred the debate 

Sri dYOTI BASU: Mr. Speakei, Sir, yesterday I heard the sjieech by 
the Hon’ble Home Ministiu* on the purpo^es id this ]»articulai Bill which it^ 
about to be entered into the statute book and 1 also heard Dr. Suresh 
Bunerjee. who is now the President id the West Bengal Congress |*arty, and 
it was with amazement and a bit ot emistei nation that I heard those speeidies. 
Before 1 go into those speeidies in ordei to e^pres^ most emphatically my 

i ioint of vievN I should like to correct the many misstatements made by the 
lome Minister, particularly one which reterred to me in that connection. 
J had misHed it vesterday but today in the newspapers I read it with surprise. 
The Home Minister was alleged to have said vesterday that in the electioufl 
that were conti'sted by different jiarties and groups only recently my party 
had contested one of these elections and that I was a member, a redoubtable 
member of the party of chaos and disorder, as he called it, and he said that 
this party was routed. I should like to correct him, because it is rather a 
dangerous statement coming from the Homo Minister of West Bengal and 
witli these powers in his hand, that mv ))arty, the jiartv to which T belonged 
and wdiich has been declared an illegal party, contested the election. It has 
no legal existence, but the election there, as tar as I know', was contested by 
a Purwurd Bloc candidate, a Kisan Sabha candidate, the Revolutionary 
Socialist Party candidates and others — and I do not belong to the Kisan 
Sabha organisation — but for the Home Minister to say wdiat he bus said 
means that tomorrow after the Assembly is prorogued lie will say that he 
made the statement and T^have not eontradicted it and therefore I heloug to 
on illegal organisation wliich has been eontesting eleidions in some other 
name and it means ten months for me, if not more, in jail witliout trial. 
Therefore I am making this statement in order to correct the Home Minister. 
This Bill to amend the West Bengal Security Act, IfHH, is meant to wij)e out 
completely the little advantages secured hy the people of West Bengal 
^rough the tremendous democratic movement during the passage of the 
lawless law. In the measure that in the country hatred and contempt for the 
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GDVernment were growing because of the deteoriorating juoblems of 
shelter, housiug and because of the sordid fight of the Ministers for 
contracts and liecause of the prtitcction afforded by the Ministers and the 
Government to iilack marketers ami profiteers, in the same measure the We^ 
Bengal Government was of necessity driven to paths ol terroristic rule and 
lawless law. In its concjtn)tion this Bill is a shameful testimony, as I have 
tried to point out in clause alter »*lause, to the mockery of the Government 
for the highest court of the land in that the Grdinaiice embodying some of the 
provisions of this Bill ^^a^ juoiuulgated to prevent the High (\)urt Jud^^es 
of the Full Bench from giving their \crdict in the pending cases of security 
prisoners like ourselves. \Vli\ arc such draconian nu'asures m‘cessury y A\ hat 
is the emergeiK’vy Whatevei llie lioiiu‘ Minister ami other Congress members 
might say, I shall ask them, is the infant State afraid of the jilols of our 
erstwhile enemy, tlie Briti>li Imperiali'^m y Congress does not think so. For 
Free India’s defeiico, T find, on laud, aii ami sea are manned by British 
Imperialistic agents and stoog(‘s and we have no longer any State secrets to 
jueserve or guard from British Imperialistic agents. Is the State in danger 
from British trained administrators and j)oli(*ey Kvidently not according to 
the Congress, because they have been imub* statutorv patriots. Those police 
are being honoured for the (‘limes committed by tliem against fighters for 
freedom all along including 1942, of wdiicli they speak .so mmdi in this House. 
Is the State being endangered by capitalists, landlords, Rajas, rnuvabs or 
black marketers y The answer seems to be again “No,” because the (M'onomic 
life of the country has been handed over to tbes(‘ gentlemen, tlie capitalists 
and the landlords, for its suit* keeping. 


The Home Minister yesterday in his spei'ch tried to make out tliat ibis law 
■would be used \erN s(*vcr(dy against black marketers and profiteers, against 
whom there would not he sufficient evidence to prosecute them in a court of 
law. I would ask him, has he under this Act taken action against a single 
Idack markctc! (Tlic Ilon’lilc Sri Kiran Sankar Roy: Certainly.), and if so, 
bow man\ ai'(‘ in jaily 1 know, when 1 was in Fri'Nidcmy .lail, that •wanneii 
w(*re used to he arrested for Mdlin;r a chattack of ri«‘e all over ('aleutta be- 
(‘ausc tb(*y were starving and them* woiihmi with theii cliildren were sent to 
the Presidency -lail. That is what 1 touiid hut J did nut liml the friends of 
the Ministers, the hlack marketers a/id inulti-millionaire.s, going jail. 
Kveii in the West Bengal Black Act, which is there on the statutt« book you 
will find. Sir. tin* difteremc between ibis Bill which takes awa> the liherty of 
the peojile and that Act wlnua* it says that na cas4* (‘an be hioughf against a 
black marketer, no jnosecution can be niad(‘ against him unb'sH and until the 
Provincial Go\eriiment gives the perinissioii and ther(* is im such thing that 
a man can be arre.sti'd if there is a .suspicion against the hlack marketer. We 
know that the Police Commissioner said that you cannot und(‘r suspiciion 
arre.si a hlack marketer and jmt him in jail and d(‘tain him without trial. 
He said vou (“unnot arivst these gangster^^ who are going about robbing 
hanks am^ so on l>(‘cause then‘ is not sufficient evidence against them. On 
suspicion you cannot take away the liberty of the gangsters, .said the Police 
Oommissitmer. Therefore the State seeiiis to be in danger from the hungry 
workers, the Kisans and the oppressed middle elass. It in the spectre of a 
Kisan-Mazdoor Raj wlneh seems to haunt the (’ongress Government and 
hence the lawless provision to preserve the infant State of cajdtaliHtft, land- 
lords. ^ajas and Nawahs. which is Innind by subservient ties with the 
British and American IiiiperialiHin. As such if a State has to be proWeted 
^Hrainst the inteiests of the majority and for the minority, jmlice rule is the 
inevitable weapon. If if was the other wuiy aliout and the people’s state bad 
to be protected against ve.sted interest.s and foreign Imperialism, the Govern- 
ment could have mobilised lakhs of workers and Kisans, (^ould have given 
them unrestricted liberty and arinecl them to curb and crush the rich and 
foreign enemies of the Slate. That wa^ exactlv what hap|>ened in the land 
of socialism, the Fiiioii of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
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Sir, Dr. Banerjee said, and rijfhtly, that there was a terror in the Soviet 
Union. Yes, theje was a terror in the Soviet Union after the Revolution, but 
the terror was employed by the w<irkers and the Kisaus and the oppressed 
middle elass a«:ainst the foreipu Imperialistic agents of the British, 
American, French, (lerman and the Japanese, and the terror was employed 
against the landlords and the ca^jitalists and the o||lfer Counts and Countesses 
and they were sent to Soviet prison, hut here the terror is e 3 Cactly the op{K>- 
site; the terror is being einploved for the cajntalists and the landlords against 
the ordinary jieople, and that is why section 144 is promulgated time and 
again against the people so tliat the\ may not he able to liold meetings and 
demonstrations. That is the situation. Such in brief are. the basic reasons 
for the enactment of flu's measure. The Statt of tlie rich seems to fie in 
danger from the hungry people. That is the emergency. This common 
people’s movement and urge for a freer and better life, their desire to sec the 
planning in this country for nationalisation ot all lands ami ke.\ industries 
without compensation, for more hon.ses. for controlling the black market, for 
cheaper necessities of life, tor living wages and no nnenijiloyment — all these 
things are summed up, ,is in all (’apitahsl countries, as ‘‘Communist uieiun'e’ 
to the State, nr in other words to the States of the ( ’a]»itali‘‘ts and the Land- 
lords, All these acts of the people ale called subversive acts. The IloniH 
Minister in ordc? t(» hide this simple leality tried in vain ti) make out a »ase 
of reign o| viideiu'c in ord(‘r to justity the Bill. But having t(d<l an untruth 
about the South-i'iast Asia liouth Conteimice lhat it took decisions to stait 
a round of re\(dvcr snatchings and murders, the ILnne Ministei in the 
same hnuith riderred to the Dixon Lane outrage, hut he did not say, I 
think didihmabdy. that (Nmimunists wen* niurd<*red and atteinjited to be 
murdered in this outragi* in Dixon Lane by ariiHMl gunmen and the 
assailants have gone scot-free. (tovernment have not arrested the 
susfiects. 1 ask, Sir, who hatched this plan. Is it the pi‘oph- who an* 
pouring \eriom day after day through radio and jiress ujion the C.mnnu- 
iiisis.*' Who inspired the breaking up by bombs of a workeis' nu*i*ting in 
fnmt of the poliie held in Wellington Stpiare for urging mv release!" 
Who organised the tlmuving of bombs at a liamway worki'r**' meeting in 
tlu’ Lniv(‘rsity Instifuti* held to {>nitest .against tin* ariest ut tramway 
workers undi'i the Secnrilv Act^ W’ho, T wonder, ilirnv bmiihs at 
another procession for the release of piditical prisoners us il came nt'Ui a 
thana in (^-ntral .\venueP Of I'oursi* there has been viidence ; ] do not 

doubt that. But the violence seems to he against the Comnuiiiisis and 
their supporters, and Communists have hee.i miirder<*d and their meetings 
liroken up by bombs, hithfs and daggers. Therefore, this lawlessness 
whicli is being inspired by the ftovernnient and instigated by them is in 
order to save this State of the rich wliich is in danger hv the eommou 
people, it seems. We have in siippmf of the Bill been given a list of arms 
by the Home Minister, hut the (boerninent knows that, not a *ingle 
firearm has been recovered from an\ member of the Communist partv 
winch was legal up to 2(Jth March. On the contrary some of these arms 
winch were listed ye.sterday have been found on anti-Communist.H and 
members of the Congress, But the (\»ngress has not been declared an 
iliegal organisation. It i.s this ratlier inconvenient fact of finding arms 
with mmnhen^ of the Congress which has prevented trials in court for 
them. The financiers of these armed gangsters would then he expo.sed in 
the open I'ourt. Ihe Miiuster was aware of the weakness of his case and 
knew that in support of ihe Bill he would not relv on the facts and the 
MtnaUon as they existed within the Provinee of W"est Bengal. Therefore. 
Uie Hon hie Minister and the C<»ngress President, Dr. Suresh Bnnerjee 
and others have had to rely for supjxirt of this Bill on the .situation in 
I hina and South-Eusf Asian countries. This is. according to me, the 
crux of the matter and once again my contention is prove<l lieyond doubt 
that in o^er to instal a fulLfiedged capitalist State in India subservient 
to Mntish and American Imperialism and at their orders, these lawless 
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laws are beinjj enacted and people’s mo%’eiueut suppressed mercilesalv 
thi^ugliout the country. A free people’s India would have hailed with 
joy the strugffle of the Malayan people against the British Iinperiaiism, 
hut on the contrary we find that the Congress is supporting the British 
Imperialism to drown in blood the Malayan peojde’s struggle. The 
Congress should have supported the fight of tht‘ BunncNC and the indo- 
nesians and Vietnamese people against the British, Dutch and French 
Imperialism, and the gfllrious struggle of the Chinese people for the last 
20 years agaiiust tlie Arch-Fascist. Cliiang-Kai-Shek. the tmd of American 
Imperialism; but exactly opposite is the case, and m»t only docs India’s 
sympathy lie with the Imperialist [Kiwers but at their behest within India 
is being created a subservient Fas<‘ist regime. And this is inevitable 
because the mor« anti-Soviet the (lovernment biH'oim’s. th«‘ more anti- 
jieople its policy in tin* (‘ounlrv becomes, the more they will have to lean 
tor support on British and Ameri<*an Imperialism and Dutch and other 
smaller variety (»f Imperialism. 

Thus Dr. Banerjee sa\s he iinderslaiids British and American 
Iiuj>erialism and docs not kiurw \\hat danger there is from these countries. 
How innocent ! Wc do not know what danger there is from an enemy 
whicli was there toi the laM 200 ycais on indian soil and even today is 
economically >trangulatiiig this country, which today through army, 

navy and air force knows c\crv secret that India j)oss<*sses. Dr. Siireali 
Banerjee, the (^)ngr(‘ss l’rcsi(h*nt, docs noi know what danger there i» 
from these Imperialist countrii*" It seems that they have hecomc ail on 
.1 sudden great admirers of the Imperialist countries, htit the people think 
(ttherwise. 

Thi^ i> indeed tlo* first ^tep towards lining up Imliu with world 

Imperiali'.m i(‘d liy Amcrie;! and Knghind against the |»e()])h''s denuxTacieti 

led by the Sox jet Cnion. Thme was a time, not long hack, when Indian 

Va1i(»nal Cmigress in its fight foi treeilom against Imperialism used to 
look upon I he Soviet riiioii as tli<* heaeon light tor progress of democracy, 
AVhat has happened to that. I wondci. Hut of course then* is unothar 
India besides l)r. Siiresh Hauerjcc’s India and that is the India of the 
freedom-loving people, and they may decide something else in caKC there 
is an international xvar and India lines up with Anglo-American Imperial- 
ism. In fai't the fight against the Black Bill and the repressive meaaure 
is also a fight against India joining the world Imperialism as against the 
democratic peoples. The purjmse of the Bill will be clear if we recall 
how these provisions hecame necessary for the (Government in course of 
actual experience of working the Act. The Fongress Ministers who recog- 
nise no morality in politics were out U) forge new chains for the people 
and to crush all o]>j»osition which remotely talked of Kisan-Mazdoor raj 
in place of Tata, Birla, Dalniia raj. Thus as in every Fawdst and 
Imperialist country, the attack opened against the Communists, the most 
conscious vanguard of the people. The Hon’hle Sri Kiran 8ankar Roy 
having come over to West Bengal with his wide experience of serving the 
minorities in Fast Bengal struck at us simultaneously all over, declarer our 
party illegal, and arrested niany of ns under the Security Act. There- 
after he announced an unmitigated lie that the Communist Party in fact, 
had collected arms to overthrow' the State by violence. Who is to prove 
that, I ask the Home Minister? He has made this announcement, T 
believe, misquoting the Communist Party Resolution which stated that 
this Congress Oovernment had betrayed the interests of the people and 
had to be replaced by a Demwratic Goveminent, a programme of which 
would be to build up a denKK*ratir army and to arm the people. It is the 
inalienable right of the people to call for a change of Oovernment with a 
new programme. All this careful preparation and lies were not of much 
avail because after three months when the charges and our replies were 
placed before a High Court Judge, the Government, the afKiuser, stood 
condemned as the Judge Refused to believe the whole fairy tale and out 



1#0 


(j^OVKHNMKNT BILL. 


[ 28 th Sept., 


of about 107 caftes which went up to the Judge about 70 were ordered to 
be released. About 15 replies of the prisoners were not placed before the 
reviewing Judge illegally and improperly, and naturally their detention 
* period was extended by three nmnths, but not more than 10 or 12 people 
were actually detained by the Judge and that not on a charge of arms 
collection but some other charge. This was the result even though the 
judgment was e.r-parte and we were unable to examine the authenticity 
of the documents against us placed before the High Court Judge. There- 
fore the whole (‘ase of the Government fell to the ground as it was not 
based on truth. The main purpose, to crush the opposition at all costs 
under any pretext, was being defeated ; all the lies and deceit broadcast 
through the radio and venal press were of no avail. Thus the Government 
could trust neither the court of law, as we saw in the application of the 
previous Security Act, nor now the reviewing dudge. even though the 
latter was entitled to give only an e.r-p<irtc judgment contrary to all 
principles of jurisprudence. The secoiid big experience of the Govern- 
ment was that in spite (»f outlawing the (^mimunist Party of India and 
arresting us, the economic situation continued to deteriorate and the people 
continued to strike back tlirougb meetings and demonstrations and strikes, 
etc. Tlierefore contrary to all assurances of the Ministers, contrary to the 
purposes of the Act, it was freely used against strikes and demonstrations 
which had nothing to do with communalism, Goondaism, illegal acquisi- 
tion of arms or the safety or stability of the State. One Mrs. Kenii 
Chukravarty's arrest was ordered under tlie West Bengal S»‘curity A(‘i as 
she led a procossi(»n near the Government buildings and even her three- 
year old son was shadowed by the spies. She is the niece of Dr. Roy, the 
Prime Minister sitting there, and he knows the case. In the case of the 
strike by the India Government employees we saw tliat, although they 
went on a legal strike, immediately a hundred people were arrested under 
the Security Act and put under detention in th(‘ Presideij(*y Hail, and 
police posts witli nuudiine-guns and rifles and revolvers were set up in all 
the offices of the India Government. That is how they broke up the India 
Government employees’ strike by the Security Act aiid Y(‘t they say this 
amending A<'i wdll not he used against hona fulv trade unions. Similarly 
in the case of the recent strikes by the cinema em])loyees and the employees 
of the Amrit{i liazar Patrila and Juf/anfar — the latter two belonging" to 
the Congress-sponsored J.N.T.r.C.-— even they were arrested under the 
Security 'Act and <lct!iincd without trial thougli thereafter released. 
Therefore it is clear that the Sec*urity Act lias been used to break up hona 
fide trade unionism which has nothing to do with endangering the safety 
and stability of the I'rovince, to prevent which the Home Minister said 
yesterday this Act was designed. The Security Act and the Police were 
available for the rich ])eople like Sri Tusliar Kanti Ghosh or the cinema 
proprietors. I am painfully aware, Sir, that no member of the Congress 
in spite of their tabling amendments to the pnjvisions of this Bill has 
lieen able to speak here in support of those amendments, and I know their 
votes wdll not go with me because they believe and cynically they have 
begun to believe that they must sell their conscience to the capitalists and 
landlords and therefore they have nothing to vote where peole’s liberty is 
at stake. But I have enough confidence in my people in the factories, 
offices, villages and tow’iis that they through their own experience and 
suffering wdll see the hideous face of the Congress Government and rise to 
take their destiny in their own hands. The onward progressive march of 
history wdll not stand stilLeven in His Majesty ’-ii Dominion of India. 

4anib SYED BADRUboUaA: Mr. Speaker. Sir. it i. after a good 
deal of hesitation and not a little misgiving that I have decided to take 
part in the debate this evening. 

Sir, torn between two conflicting considerations, the demands of 
oonscienco on the one hand and the exigencies of the situation on the 
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other, I am feeling rather a little ill at ease this afteraoon, nerchane© any 
expressions in an unguarded moment of irresponsibility mignt, instead of 
soothing troubled waters, create more violent ripples on an already turbu- 
lent sea. I am grateful to the Hon’ble the Homo Minister for his clear 
and brilliant exposition of the Government point of view. He has 
explained at length the reason that has prompted the Government of West 
Bengal to bring forward this Security Amendment Bill. I wish I could 
appreciate, I wish I could support all the provisions of the Bill straight- 
way, I wish I could identify myself with the Government. But I cannot 
support the Bill in its entirety because it has shoi much beyond the mark. 
The Hon’ble the Home Minister has cited instances from outside, the rum- 
blings of a distant thunder in Sonth-Kast Asia, troubles in Malaya, 
troubles nearer home in Burma which have (‘ompelled the Government to 
resort to this extraordinary piece of legislation incorporating amongst 
others some of the most retrograde. ‘i<une (»f the most reactionary juovi- 
sions in the Bill. 

Sir, I do not see any reason why the Security Act whi(‘h is already on 
the statute hook aiionld not he sutlicieiit to tope with the situation. 1 do 
not see any reason why the provisions which are incorporated in that Act, 
passed in the teeth of a volume of opj'osition from the countryside, should 
not he sufficient to cope witli the cmeri.‘cneics that have arisen. Today, aa 
mv friend Mr, Khuda Bukhsli has rightly pointed out, the situation haa 
calmed down ('onsiderahly, more so alter the surrendtT of Hyderabad, 
more so after stringent measures have been adopted by the Government of 
West Bengal to quell tlu* disturhaiices that have ()(‘curred fnmi time to 
time ihreateniiig the security, safety and stability of the Slate. But, Sir, 
just at this juncture to come forward with a Bill of this description, sc©m» 
to ray mii»d to he rather uiH'alled for, rather unwarranted. J am one of 
thost* wlio believe that all measures sljould he adopted to thwart any sub- 
versive movements in the country, all steps that ar(‘ nec<‘ssary should be 
taken to crush those tendencies and forces that tend towards disintegra- 
tion <»f hociety or disruption of the social fabric. But T do not think that 
any such silujition has arisen at the present moment. Sir, there may be 

troubles here and there, hnt it is rather unfortunate, it is rather 

astounding, it is rather amazing that those who were loudest till yesterday 
in tlenoiineing, in condemning in no uiiceriaiti Icrins all the reactionary 
pieces of h^gi.slatioii, tho.se whose com}»eers faced tlie gjillows, those who 
won fre(‘dom through blood, toil, sweat and tears. I hose whose forheam 
gave their live.s for frctalom of India, those wlio sulTered so much for the 
cause of freedom and liberty, .should eome forward with tliis reactionary 
piece of legislation at the lueseiit moment. It is really iinihinkahle. 
Some of the provisions of the old Bill are (piite sufficient to tackle the 
situation which has already brought under control to a very great 

extent. I am all the more afraid to arm officers with more powers because 

in the application of the old Act the officers have misused and abused the 

provisions in an iinsati.sfactory manner. I am citing one instance just 
now. *Sir, I am coming from a constituency where certain disturbances 
occurred on the 1 8th August and 28th Augu.st. There a section of the 
police ran amuck and in collusion with an infuriated mob made an wanton 
attack on Muslim villages. Muslinrs were arrested and locked up in jail 
(uistody. though some of them were later released on hail. After the 
institution of two cases, one by Setabuddin against Assistant Suh-Tnspector 
Sudhir Roy and others and another by Moaxzemel Hosain against Officer- 
in-charge; Suti. and others, you wdll he surprised to learn. Sir, that both 
the complainants as also the principal witnesses were arrested under the 
Security Act of the Government of West Bengal. If Ibis is the application 
of the provisions of the Bill, I am alarmed even to consider what would 
be the fate of the poor and unfortunate Muslims, the poor unfortunate 
minorities in West Beng^ under this new Bill. I am not going to 
recount all the stories to show how Muslims after the partition of Bengal 
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lla^ be«n Hubjected to inhuman treatment and oppression from a section 
of jwliee. Overzealous officers hare taktm the law in their own 
hanas. There is no provision in this Bill for the protection of the unfortu- 
nate people against the vandalism, the agj^ession, the torture and tyranny 
ot those offit^ers who run amuck and take the law in their own hands. I 
<^ould undei’Htand the hijjic, I could understand the reason in bringing 
forward this Bill if tltcre was some provision as a check on the vagaries, 
on the blaiidiHiimeoth and tyrannies of these police officers. You are 
afraid of a roup dr rtat by a certain section of people by a certain school 
of thought who want b) subvert the Government. At the same time we 
want an assnraiice from you in no uncertain terms against the action ot 
the police wJjo in the name ot law and order, in the name of suppressing the 
activiticN ol those [leople who want U) overthrow the Government, '-reate 
ccnfusir)ii in human society, disturb the peace of the c(uii!lry and engender 
a Hense ot iiihecurity and frustration in the minds of the minorities who 
seek yrun ]»roteetion. 

Sir, coming to tlie proviKion> of the Bill itselt. I d(» mU see anj reason 
W’hy tlie wonh in section Hi of tin* Act “on reasonable grounds”, the most 
leasonaldc part ot it, should lie deleted. AVliether tliere is reason or no 
reason, 1 have si^ui how innocent people have suffered terribly at the liaiids 
ot the mistiidians of law and order. 'VVhaiever might he the policy of the 
Government and whatevei iniglil he tlie assuram^e.N held out irorn time to 
time, the villag<‘H ot Bahutali, Saliajanpiir and l)ayaram]Uir in Jangipur 
subdivision, Jalaiigi and Domkal fad i<*e-stat ions in Sadar and Kaithu and 
Pali in Kandi subdivisions in Mnrshidahad district. Santipur in Nadia 
district, and Batanagar arc lurid commentaries on wliat has been done by 
the nolice in tiu' name of law ami order and on the extreme helidessness ol 
Muslims. Sir, 1 have got to understand yet what was the necessity of 
deleting the words “on reasonable grounds'*. ] fail to understand why 
Government felt inclined t(» introduce thi^ it'actionary clause in thi> Bill 
For after all tlie reasonable groumL havt‘ got to be inteipreted by c**rtain 
people; They may be Government offiidals oi they may he Judges who 
will hold the l»alance even between the ('ontestiiig claims of two parties. 
They are the pimple wdio at least are ahovi* all paity polities, whose minds 
are (deal and free from leprimeli. They are tlie ])eople who will hold the 
balance even. So 1 w'ould naturally leave the jiroper interpretation of the 
term “reasonable grounds’’ to Judg(‘s who mav he in a position to do some 
even-handed justice. But 1 am sorry to fine! that that portion is sought 
to he deleted, and here the Government is introducing a character in the 
Bill which practically repels all real lovers of freedom. 

Then again under section 18 of the Act you will not allow’ a j>erson even 
to be defended by a lawyer. It may he. as Mt. Jyoti Basu has pointed 
out, that he may he an illiterate man w ho does not know how to defend 
his case. Sir, even a well-educated man cannot proi.>erly defend his own 
cose before a court of law hut requires lawyers to defend him. It is there- 
fore necessary in all fairness, in the interest of justice, in the interest of 
the effieiency of administration, in the interest of honour anc! prestige of 
tbe administration, in the interest of decorum and dt*<'prjcy, ami in the 
inb'rest of smooth w-orking of tl»e administration, that this clause should 
have been here, that a person should l>e allowed to be defemled by some 
sort of resiwnsible person like a lawyer before a court of justice so that 
the ends ot justice might not he defeated. We find that some friends of 
Congress persuasion too do not approve of fertain sections of the Bill 
which are reactionary apS retrograde in chararter, Wause Jhqy know 
Uiat they have got to face public opinion and stand lie fore \he tiar of 
public opinion iomoivow’. It is no(t a question of facing your political 
opponent and throwing him overboard, but it is a question of facing public 
opinion. But in the name of democraev, in the name of fraternity, in 
the name of liberty, in the name of free^m, such things are being perpe- 
trated in broad daylight as stagger even the imagination of bmm. 
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Naturally we Mussalniaas are i<ulferin>r from a sense of frusUatum 
insecurity. Sir, the Hou’ble the Prime Minister of India tlie other da^ so 
kindly congratulated the Muslims for having kept culm and identmed 
themselves with the Indian rnion amidst the conflict between 
Hyderabad and the Indian Union, Sir, v\e wwe the first to declare in no 
uncertain terms that in the event of any emergency, in the event of any 
encroachment on India’s sacred rights, in the event of any attack on 
India, in the event of any conflict l^etween Pakistan or Hydruhad and India, 
we Mussalmans would identify ourselves wholly with the Indian Union. 
Sir, we have remained calm and unmoved in the midst of all provoiutions, 
wt have remained calm in the midst of wanton loot and plunder of (Uir 
houses and properties, we have remained calm in the midst of mitrage on 
our mothers and sisters, in the midst of massacre of innocent men, women 
and children. But the Hon'hle the Prime Minister ^hould have done well 
to look at the things that prevail ami sliould have kindl\ assensed the true 
value of the exact ioi('es that arc operating behind the scene against the 
minorities. It is for this that the minorities .arc practically suffering from 
.» sense of frustration and insecurity. 

The Hon’hle Sri NIHARENDU DUTTMAZUMDAR : It has come 
as a hoomeran^. 

Janab 8YED BADRUDOUJA: Sir. we fimi even (\>ngiess mciiiherH 
have tabled amendments. Itut the Almighty tlo<l seems to he less powerful 
than the ])arty gods themselves. The party gods are there* to crush like a 
steam roller all urge for free'dom and hush into d(‘ad silence the voice of 
liberty. My friends over there who had fahh'd those motions could not 
come forward to move tlomi <m the floor of the* liouse. That shows that 
tliere is something in tlie Bill so retrogrmlc, sotui'fhiiig so r(‘actionary. 
sornetliing so umlemoe'rat ic, so leprcssive in its character, in its tciidmicy, 
in its associations, that even thoso memhers on the (k)ngress side could not 
with a clean conscitMice siippoit flo* provisions of the Bill. 

Sir, my friends ovci* there aie talking glil»ly of deunocracy. Mven Ih*. 
Suresh riiaiidra Banerji, the l^resident «d tlx* Piovimial (’ongresH 
Committen*. say^ that they are afraid of Itussia, and not of Anght-American 
bloc whi(‘h in the name of imperialism ha.s <‘rushed the freedom movement 
all over the world, the Anglo-American hloc which has divided and sub- 
divided India, which has diMdcil the Arab world, and whi<h lias created 
confusion ami troubles in the natural order of things in human society! 
That Anglo-Ameri<;an hlo(‘ yon are going to hohmdi %vith ! Leave alone 
the Imperialists for the present. You may condemn Soviet Hussia as 
well. We are. however, afraid neither of the Russians nor of the Anglo- 
Americans: We are afraid ul ouis^dves; wc are afraid of the t«*mlcnciert 
and forceii behind the sertie which iliscrcdit all jnim iples (d flemocracy, 
all principle.s of liberty Jipd freediuii about which you talked so glibly «o 
far. Som^odv has talked about Mahatma (faiidhi, the name to conjure 
with, who died for the cause of freedom. But what are we doing ? We 
are bartering away the trust, the sacred cause for wTiich he laid dow'ii his 
life. That is the position to which we are reduced at the present moment. 
Sir, I may he mi.stinderstood. The Hop’hle Ministers may think that we 
are associating ours^ves wdth subversive movements. That is not at all a 
fact. But. Sir.^tbe Mussalmans of India have, today completely succumbed, 
they have completely surrendered to the wiu ofnhe majority. They are 
capable of no communal disturbances today in India; there is no vitality 
in them ; shoni of all pawer and positien they look pathetically to a past 
which nd longer exista. Therefore if we say against the provisions of the 
Bill ii rs ilot because they are against a particular section of people, not 
because they are against a^particulai* political scK#^ of thought in the 
country, but because we feel that the provisions are so reactionary, so 
imdemocratic, so retrograde that they cut across the Congress ideals of 
liberty, freedom and democrac^a which you yourselves declared from 
housetops so often in the past. 
lO . 
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^ MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: Sir, after the woDdeiful eloquence 

the honourable member who has just spoken I think iu\ speech will full fl 
the Hou-^e. But before this Bill is passed into law 1 have a fe 
observations to make and also a few requests to make to the Hon’b 
Minister in ehai>*‘e of the Bill, through you. 

Sir, the Hrui'ble Minister, when he was in Pakistan and when tl 
Security Bill was before this House, (‘ondemued the Security Bill in i 
■ uncertain terms and, Sir, he said that it was tor the ^-ood of West Beng 
that he did so, but now lliat he has come over and he has taken the reii 
ot (foveinment ot tins Province, lu‘ has seen fit to lirinj^ in this amendin 
Bill which increases the li^fours ot the old Bill. 

Sir, he has only tf)ld us that there is ( 'r)inmiinist menace develojiin^ a 
Aiound and that he tears that th(*i'e mi^lit bf* infiltration ot tJie ( Vuiimuni' 
mPtiace into tliis land of (»urs. He also ])roduced yesterday, Sir, a vei 
impressive list of arms and irninitioiis seized b^ the police m the mufass 
And also in the city of Calcutta. Sir, I -hould like to a,>k him to jrixe U: 
when he replies to oui speeches, a detaihol account of the seizures so tlu: 
we know exactly where the arms came troni. where it was that the> wei 
fliuzed and from whom, Idiev must not think that patiiotism is the iminopol 
of the (iovernmeiit benches. Sir, ue are (|Uit<‘ as much anxious to preser\ 
the peace, tranquilHtN, safety ami stability oi the Province as the Hon'bJ 
Minister in charge ot the Hill. Sir, he is shakin^^ his head and perhaps h 
18 questioning our /)omi again. I do not know how to .satistv his mill 
because he seems to jiossess a kind ot mind and hahit of thinking that ii 
amount of protestation, no amount oi telling will alias his doiilits an 
suspicions. But here we are to make our suhmis^ion. Whether h(‘ shake 
his head in derogation or whether lie shakes his head in appiobatioii doe 
not matter to u.s because \vv know he cannot cliange his hahit of mind. 

As 1 iiave been tidling noii, Sii, we are eeitainly anxious that on 
new K -won ireedoni sluuild not disappear in anarrh\ and we shall co-operat 
with the ( fovernnieiil if the ( Jovernment were In take us into their conh 
deuce. It thcN were to tidl us where the iiietiai'e was devidoping (‘xactl\ 
what was tlu* iiatuie of the menace, Wi* would he prepard and onl> to 
pleased ami too glad to otter our co-operation to the Government in puttiuj 
that hieimee down, hut. Sir, (»overnment have (diosen md to take us int 
their confidence. 

The honourable meiiiher >yho lias just sjiokcii has mentioned the applica 
tion of the Security Act. f can onl.\ reiterate (hat I w’ouM wish to hav^ 
categorical assurance that in its application the Hon’ble Minister woub 
, see tbat the Bill is not administere<l l)y otfictrs with any pr^-conceivei 
notion or any pre-conceived bias against one (jj an,\ other sectiop of thi 
people. * 

Sir, the honourable member who, just spoke has told you an'd the Hous 
that in a recent case in his constituency the «o»|'luini|^ts against the polic* 
as well as the principal witnesses in a certain other case were taken inti 
custody under the Security Act. Now,. Sir, where i.s,the guaranty? Thi 
Hon’ble Minister might get up and say “We shnU'see that this Act v 
administered witli fairnj'ss ipd administered without prejudice oi 

without any action or bias”. But he must also tell tin 

House that he w’ould ’^take^it litpon himself to see th^t the officers adniinistei 
those powers— to call th^^pi sweeping would lie* underrate the charactei 
of this Bill — with fairneas and see that nobody has any cause of apprehensioi 
about its application. Sir, wejhave seen before and, we do iot ktiow, i 
may ajmin»come to itpass unfortunalely that^this Security Bill might b< 
used whenever there is some cause for tension between the Indian Unioi 
and any otlier country— may be Pakistan or Arakan or it may be Burma or, 
for that matter, Timbuctoo. (The Hon’ble Sri NmAUENDtJ DtiW-MAzulcxun : 
Not Honolulu.) Or Honolulu. If you haTe any apprehension that 
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CommunistH are infiltrating from Honolulu and hatching up plans against 
this country, you can also proceed against Honolulu. But we aHe conccntod 
with our own safety. We want to get this assurance from the Hox]i^j|)le 
Minister that in its application the Bill will he up[)lied with fairness and 


honesty. 


(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


{Afltr adjourntuent ) 

Janab MUDA88IR H088AIN: Mr. Speaker. vSir, all the amendinl^fits 
have been unceremoniously rejected and at the third reading of the Hill, 
this Bill appears in the terrihle form like ^ of the deity Kali with 

a garland of skulls in her neck. This Bill now appears in all its glory. 

The Goddess Kali has heeii worshipped in 'aOKthin at the dead of night 

when the silence ot death reigns .supreme and I timi that in this 
darkness, the like dark Bill has heen w<>rshi])pt*d in dead silence 

with hatchet in hand and sacrifice of the luiftaloe.s l>\ the party in power. 
(Laughter.) This has heen done in the name of democracy, in the name 
of civilised State, in the name of the jU'otcction of the infant State. 

Sir, when siudi Bills were enacted iluiing the British regime, these 
very gentlemen used to deinmuee such Bills as hlack Bills of the first 
magnitude and always used to ahust* right and left everybody who was in 
power then. Now, Sir, it is an irony of fate that the.se very gentlemen 
who were denouncing much mihlcr Bills during the British regime as 
hlack Bills of tin* first magnitude liave now c(»im‘ to sjion.sor and support a 
Hill wltich far surpasses tin* struigeiil and cruel pro\isioris of tin* other 
Bills yvhich were enacted during the British icgimc. 

Is theiv any justification tor the ciia(‘tincnt of this BillK That is the 
only point lor the consideration of the House and it 1 can convince that 
there is ahsolutely no justification for the enactment ot such a Bill, I yvould 
pray, humbly ]>ray , to the Hon’lilc Minister for dropping the Bill and make 
some other provisions for the dev(*lopment of our State for cr(*ating unity 
and such like things yvhich go to ensure the indcpcmh‘iice which hiis lieen 
achieved by us at lu'avv cost mid sacrifici*. 

The first (jiiestion is wliat is this Ifill fori^ tA \oiti i-noM tuk 
(joVERNMEXT »EX< HE.s : For killing buffaloes.) (Laughter.) For killing 
buffaloes and for killing panthm, you have done these things. (Renewed 
laughter.) If you go on laugliing in this way how i iin I deliver my sj>eeehP 

Mr. ffPEAKER: Blease go on. 

Janab 4ilUDA88IR H08fliAIN: In tim midst ot all tliis laughter how^^i 
can I gO'onP 1 am delivefing an extempore speech. 

Now’T Sir, yvhat is the justification P Sir, 1 have no doubt tbut iny 
friends over there yyhoin 1 think to be very sensible men, whom 1 think 
to be honest ^pen, ubamt fi/fes I have no doubt, have been misled 

by in whom we have no faith. In my opinion our leaders on the 

other siae have beeu'inbled. Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy is one of my leuderi*. 
(Laughter.) (AfoiCE from the Governmkxt iiekchks: Why oppose hirnPj 
Even in the Haid» it has-been said: ‘♦Well, whe^ver yqur leader follows 
the right pa^h you follow him, but^iwhenever |b warlut^ 4ffair8 he does not 
follow the right path ymi have the right to ^H^ise him and point out to 
him that he is not foilowifilr ihe right path, attd4f lo spite of your criticism 
and in spijt of your warning he does npt lollow the right path you will 
revolt again^ him”. That if^the injnncti^ of Islam. 1 acknowledge that 
be is one of our leaders but he has been misted. ' 

If the State is really in danger, if the safety of the State is in jeopardy, 
then and then «oaly yon can enact measures against those enemies of the 
Stile who are bent upon making mischief and eveatiiig trouble. Sir, that 
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is |he 5)ne qua non of enacting aiiv measure for the protection of the State. 
Sir, there are various elements in the ^jountry. Some are (Vnnmunists, 
sojne are Bolshevists, some are Congressmen. As Congressmen you say you 
represent everybody. As you repre.seut everybody you are Communists also 
in that respect. (Laughter.; 

You have been receiving information from false sources, from selfish 
sources, because people who give such information thrive on on false 
information. If they do not give such information you will say: “The 
police be damne<l; mey are doing nothing”. They are simply getting 
fat salaries and are being fed at the cost of the people. So, Sir, my 
hon<»urable leader has been misled by false information which he enunciated 
when he opened the debate as to why this enactment is necessary. Taking 
into consideration the views which have been expressed by him and the 

facts \Uiicli he says have been e<dlected by his informants, 1 say 

that this i.s altogetlier a mytli. In fact, it does not exist. 1 say 
this l>ecuusc we liavt* been moving about throughout the country and 

1 see nothing of the kind. The Communist movement is not for the 

purpt>se ot overtlirowing the State or destroying the State. The Communist 
movement is an economic movement. It is a school of thought just as 
the Congress is a scliool of thought, am] there are people like us who 
belf)ng to anotbei school of thought, A deiiiocratic Covernment, a 
civilised (loverument must be pderunl oi all these thiugs. (Jauab Mi) 
Khuda Bukhsh: You are a college of thought.) (Laughter.) The party 
in power must create a constitution and make laws which will be of benefit 
to all tb(‘ people, in ordtu' to enabh* you to take others who diffei with you. 
Instead of doing that, you have heeu trying to ]>ut a movement dow'n and 
arrest people without any notice and ahstiaet them away from their 
people ami put them in jail \yitlioul giving them any opportunity to explain 
about (hcii alleged action and conduct. As was jaunted oijt by my learned 
frjtmd. Mr. Badrudduju, you are so very unreasonable that you in youi 
anxiety lia\e eliminated the words “reasonable grounds” from the Bill 
What are you afraid of^ This is altogetlier an iiupiisition and Star Chamber 
nu'tbod. 

Now, Sii, niy lime is uj». I do not like to sj>eak much longei. I ouh 
waul to make this suhmission to our leader, Sri Kiran Saukar Roy. He is 
a very honest gentleman, and he thinks that this measure is necessary for 
the protection of our State. But I .say tliat it is not neces.sarv, hut if you 
think that suppression and ojnu’e.ssiou cun achieve things you are altogether 
mistaken. If supjuession aiid o|)pressi4ui eliminate and destroy a move> 
ment or jirevent a jier.son from acting according to his ideal, then you 
Coiigre.vsmeii will not be in power and tjje, III itish would not have dis- 
appeared from the se<*m‘ inasmuch as you alway'ii say “we are T'Ctpr 

Wl (oj)press(‘d (’ongre.ss woikers)”. 

Mrs. E. M. RICKETTS: Mr. Sp< •aker, Sir, although I ani ]|)repared to 
sujiport the West Bengal Security An^’iidmeul Bill, I would like to voice 
my objection to the manner in which this Bill is being ptlshe^ through this 
HoUvse by the weight of numbers. When this measure was first introduced 
under the name of West Bengal Special Powers Bill, Government very 
reasonably agreed to refer it to a Se}ect Committee where it was sufficiently 
sugar-coated to^jec^ej^ve^ the* suppoj^ of almost ell sections of the Honae*. 
Now, however, ia tightened and to a mere outsider, events in 

Burma and the Far East^Tdiy seem sufficient justification for giving to 
even the most saintly of '^vai’nments, such absolute and dangerous powers. ' 
Of course I have specific^ ^jedlions to certain clauses of this Bill, but these 
have more or less been corered^y the remarks of members from this side 
of the House. I would only like to add that from a human point of view 
I think it most unnatural that husbands should be expecteil to refuse shelter 
to wives and wives to husbands. This is against the natural law, which is. 
after all, the first and supreme law. As far as general remarks go 1 would 
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like to say that since it has been ^ often mentioned that this Bill is mainly 
designed to control the Communist Party, it seems to ’me that a better 
way in which to combat their activities though, of course, a much more 
difficult way, would be by a policy of advanced State socialism. For a 
^enerati(‘ii the anonymous millions of India have been promised an 
improvement in their situation wuth the dawn of independence. For 
these poor suffering people even a year of continued suffering is a year 
too much. Repressive Acts and Ordinances are an undesirable and futile 
weapon, as one of the Hou’ble MiniNters has already iniMitioneil ; they are 
indeed a liooiueruiig likel> to turn and wouiul (he wieldei. 1 would therefore 
like to recommend, most humbly, to the very powerful Congress Assembly 
Party, that they would have less faith in repressive ordinances and devote 
more time and attention to eon.slniclive work tor the jaHjple who have so 
trustingly returned (hem to this Assembly. 

The Hon’bie Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 had 
no idea of taking part in this debate but tor tlie brilliant and sharp speeches 
that were just made from the other .si<le of the House by dunab Mudassir 
Hossain. I must confess, Sir, that after his speeeli ! am suffering from a 
ilisabilily and 1 do not know whether 1 can impress upon IhiwS House after 
the arguments that lie has udvanceil. But, Sir, I would like to nd’er to one 
or two things in particular. In the brilliant speech delivcnul l)y the 
Hon’bie the Home Minister wdiilc introducing this Bill lie made amply 
clear the reasons that made it necessary to introduce this Hill. You must 
realise that for those who have suffered for liberty, for those who have 
suffered for gaining independence of their country, for those who have 
fought repression by non-violent means it is naturally obnoxious for them 
to bring in a measure that tries to <*urtail (he liberty of (lie jieople. But, 
Sir, as was made amply clear, it is ne(‘essar\ , Sir, in the context of things 
today, to bring this measure not certainly to sn])pn‘SK the )il>eit> of the 
people but to uplndd the liberty of (he people by not allowing the minority 
to force the majority to their wavs of thought and action. Sii. it is in this 
view that those w’lio have suffered for jmlcpendeiu’c, tho'*c w ho have fought 
tor independence, those who lm\e struggled for indepiMideiice, those who 
liave made sacrifices and sacrificed evcr\ thing for iinlcjMUidt'ncc, liuve today 
been compelled to liring forwaid tins measuie. Sir, (lie lespnnsibility for 
this measure reall>' do<*s not lie on them. Sir. it is fnt tlie people to jmige 
how’ they w'ould like tr) behave. If in this eogiitiv e\ejybody is uniteil on 
this principle that after all wc shall )m* govenuMl b\ leason ainl by (lie results 
of the ballot box, then. Sir, tliere is no (jiiestion of resorting to arbitration 
by the swrird. As I mcntioneii the other ila\ during the discussion of (he 
Draft Constitution, it our arbitrator not the ballot box then oui arbitrator 
will surfffy "ftp the .sword. And, Sir, if a niiiu>rit \ tries to i-oeree tin* ma joiity 
by the use of the sword. Sir, I uia\ as.suie all sis-tion.s ot the House and 
through them^ Sis,, inajoriK of the people that .sword must la* met by 
sword. Sir, exception has been taken to the reference (bat the Hoirble 
the Home Minister made to the events that are taking place in China, in 
Burma or in thp 'f^onth-East Asian countries. Sir, it has been said that 
the Home Minister was strung a spect^^aiid has been hearing the rumbling 
of thunder and that tbai ha.s .scaneil him into bfin0»|ftthis measure. I 
would ask this (jnestion. Would > 0 *^ ask us JcMWrall fill anarchy and chaos 
overtake iis and create confusiod in everv^patat of oin country so that there 
might be np time left to take ample precail^<*ift to combat them or to be 
prepared from before so that there migh^be organised resistance to such 
anarchy Sir, T would particularly ask the members representing the 
minority communities: Will the> see to it that the (iovenimerit is armed 
with sufficient powers to take precautions in time, or are they willing to 
wait till anarchy overtakes "them, ox’erpowers them and takes the minoritv 
by surprise without there being time to give the minorities protection wbicn 
tiaey deserve? I would also ask the honourable members opposite: Would 
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it have been more palatable if the Hon’ble the Home Minister revealed all 
IIIr unhappy events and thing’s (hat are happening here!"' I would not like 
to mention everything because the Home Minister himself has not chosen 
to give a long catalogue of the events that are taking place and the eventvS 
of whi(ib he has knowledge. He lias given a few specimens for the infor- 
mation of this House and that should sutfice. But, Sir, I may refer 
to only one other instance. Sir, in yesterday’s mail 1 received a jiaper 
called Swadhinataf dated the 80th August, and in that. Sir, it is said that 

8^ ^ ^ '®<i 

j? 4^- '2:mcv=i vfit 

and it goes on to say that there was a great strike in whicli 42,000 jiolicemen 
were allegial to have been involved, that the.\ wioit on strike in (’aleiitta and 
that the Governor liad eventually to inter\eiie and settle (lie inuttei. I 
confess, Sir, that this i.s news evtm to me. a Memlior of the Cabinet, and 1 
have no knowledge that such a great event was taking jdace lietore our vei‘.\ 
eyes. .Then, Sir, it giv«‘s another interesting jiicce of information, namel.N, 
that a tunnel telephone had been set up (‘onnecting the Horne Minister’s 
residence at S, Tlieatri' Hoad, with Fort \Villiam. As the Minister in (diarge 
of Works and Buihiings I do not know ot this project and it is news to me. 
Witli this sort of jiropaganda going on, ma\ 1 ask tlic House whether it 
is not time to ]iut down all such deliberate ter rniuologiial iiiexaiditudes and 
stateiTHOitH wdiicli ai'e absolutely contrary to facts!*' .Vic w»* picpaicd to 
allow' pm’Hons to pi’opagate this stirt <d tliiiit:'' Then, Sir, riia> I ask how' 
many times subHcriptions have been c(dh*c(e<l in .Nfuishidahad toi' caiaviug 
on an agitation to ged ^lurshidahad incorpoi ated in Jhikistan attco- the loth 
of August, H)47. on whicJi date Pakistan was carved out ol Imlia. May 
1 ask, Sir, whtdher it is not a fact that peis(nis had gone troni Murshi* 
diihad to Dacca on this mission with funds at their disposal just to carry 
on this agitation!*' Sir. I yvouhl he happy il I am (ontradicti'd and 
contnidieted on the basis nt tacts and I woiihl he ^l.id n, l,*a)n that no siieli 
tiling took place. Sit, it this sort (d ihinu is goiii;,! (»n acioss (he hordei, 
if smuggling is going on in an nnconliollal)le maiiiKM, then do yon think it is 
yvrong for the ( iov(*i nmeiit to assume moit‘ poyveis (•» put down aiiti-soeml 
activities of .smdi p(‘oplc y Sii. 1 should like to leiei In nm* 111 two state- 
ments made by Mr. liadruddu ja. !Mr. Badruddtija. 1 must confess. 1ms 
made two astounding stateimMits. IF* Im-. ndeiH'd to (aoiain incidents that 
took place in c<M'(ain ])ar(s oi Mui s]ii<Iah.iil. So t.ir a-* my knowledge goes, 
tiune w'as no massacr*' theie and the liouhlos that look place wtue soon 
brought uu.dcr (‘ontnd. Hut yvliat umIU stunned me. what really surpjiseil 
me was the stat(*uieiil that it there is iio <‘ommvin.»l trouble l»Miav in India, 
that is liecausc the minorities have not got any em*rgy left in them ]»ecaiisc i 
they aie suffering from a stuise ot Irustration May 1 enpuiie. So, had the 
minorities had any of the energy left behind, lhc\ yyould ha\e again taken 
to ecmimiinal troiildc. |s ihat the import and implicatiun ‘d his sptM‘ch !" 
Sii. I was astoiimh'd ,ilso to learn that the minorities wcie suffering trom 
a sensr (d Irustration. I must eonfes<< thai this dashes to pieces all tin* 
liopes that we wtut- iiuituring in oui hicasi tliat (he minorities were 
('hoosing to stay in Imha and were looking to India as their motherland and 
Hiat getting rid of/’aH the communal and past com]dex would join ns in a 
(‘ommon and united i*ffor( 4o build up the g'lorious India of our dreams. 
But 1 yvas sorry tc* leari\^. that the minorities are as yet suffering from a 
sense of frustration, aiid^f that be so, .Sir, may T ask liow they can (*onlri- 
hute usefully to the widfare of India and march forward to the India of otii 
dreams. It is a sail thing lor us to kmnv that th * minor itm.s are suffering 
fnuu a sense (d frustration. For those wlio cannot yet get rid ot that 
frustration eoinpU^x 1 must confess that it would be moie honest to cross 
over and settle where they will find tlieir ideals to he put into ojieration. 
Those wb«^ wnint to stay here will have (o side with the ideology that India 
is ehoosing, the ideal of a non-couimunnl secular State where the right 
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of every minority is assured and ne ijpinority need^ be afraid 6f a»ythi»g. 
I will not refer to other points to# tnade out by different members from 
that side of the House, but I would only say this in ctjuclusion that the 

charge that has been brought to this side of the House is that those w1k> 

had asked for the freeddirt of this country ore now trying to imitate the 

examples of their British masters and are now carrying on the task left 

unfinished by British Imperialists. Sir, I deny this charge wifh all the 

emphasis that I can command. It is not a fact that the members on this 

side of the House are playing the secoml fiddle to the Anglo-American 
imperialists. Now when that is not a fact it is well known on the other 
hand who during the dark da>s played the second fiddle to the Anglo- 
American imperialists. Sii, I need not name them. That would he 
irritating them, hut we kuou (juite well who in those day.s wei-e aiding the 
British imperialist-, in this ('ountrN. We aie deterniiiUMl to .see tliat no 
imperialism of an\ hiand. la* it British, Aineiic’un or Soviet, takes root 
here again and puts this eountrv undtu' its doniinat i(»n . It is oui' determina- 
tion to see that this eounti\ will he free and indepiMidiMit and will have 

every right to elnuise its own idt‘olog\, its own system without any 

interference from an_\ f4jreign eountrv. It wv find therefore that any 
countiw is ereating trouhle w*ith a view to playing the s»‘eond fiddh*, may 
he, to Soviet Kussia. we are prejiared to n‘sist such efforts with all tin* power 
we possess. Our ideal will be to develop a Kishun-Maxjloor raj from 
inside, not that of Kussia, of what(‘V(‘r brand that may he, and not from 
outside. Sir, that is the fundamental teaehing of the Oongress. We mean 
to say that we liave achieved inde])endenee ami we mean to .say that we want 
to retain it and do not want to be a satellite e(Uintry like tlie eountries of 
Eastern Europe or of South-East Asia. 

With these woids. Sir, 1 would ask \ou mtt to tak(* tin* Se^'urity Hill 
with a s<*nse <if susj)ici()n .md not to sa> that this powei has he»oi usimI hero 
for brt*aking iij) strikes. Sir, instances Imve Immmi (dted that tlnvse powiMs 
have been Usial to break U]> strikes hut the\ have not been us**d again.st 
the lamllortl and rich men and against sahotiMii^ ami black iiiioketcers. But, 
Sir, the fact is that tliis Si'curil.v Bill has ]i(‘en appliinl moic than once 
against the black marketed s lu tin* border aieas in ‘J4-Bargaiias uiul in Wt*si 
IHna.jpur. 1 would theietore appeal t<» all seetion> oj the lionse to s \ h * to 
it that th(* rights ot tin* minorities who liav«‘ eliosen tn stav here and 
Nuhscribe to the Indian rmon are safegmiid«Ml, hut that theo* ma\ he no 
subversive activities ami th(‘re ma> be m* <»ne fiee in the land wlio 
looking forward aero-s the borders pist tn iiiijM>rl some .sort of iniperialisin,^ 
may be. ot flie Soviet brand (»r any otliei lirand In juitorer this enuntry info 
a new form of slaverv . 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish the 

Htm'hle the lauider ot the H(»use li;nl asked his voungei (olleague not to 
lake pait in this diduite, Sjienehes nf the tvjie d<*!ivt*red bv bun instdid 
fd creating an atmosplieje •.atisfiictoi \ ti> the eause which is being 
advocated hv (’ougressiiidi in this House, ui*e likelv to cr(*at<* a rtniction 
which will do nohody an\ good. Sir, von will iindiMstand the old adage 

“ w— o.— - * <^he plaintiff is silent hut tin* witnesM is 

talkative t. 1 wish the Hon’ hie the Home Minlstirr had given us all the 
arguments that the Hon’ hie Minister who spoke last gave us, Tlom wo 
would have understood wheie wa* were wrong and where we were right. 
Sir, to my amazement a strange metempsychosis has come over the Hoti’ble 
the Home Minister. While the Security Bill was heing iHscussed in this 
House, when he was not among us, he, in his great wisdom, is reported 
to have said— and if I am wrong I hope I shall he corrected -in the words 
of liord Acton, that absolute power corrupts absolutely and ]H*ople mistake 
Govemnient for tbe Staft. I am prepared to make a margin for him. 
From before the time tliat he entered this House as a Minister and after bis 
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Wtty itfto the Housfe anfl the Cabitte|, lie^ot, perhaps, betst^r information 
and, on that ba-sin, ji<» haji changed his mind. AA'hat lie then considered 
as improper and incorrect, he now coii.siders as proper and correct. In 
spite of the fact that he has no reasonable ground^ ^or his action in bringing 
the Bill before the House, he is now of tliQ opinion that this Ordinance must 
become a part of the law of the land and be placed on the Statute Book. 
Sir, making Ordinances permanent pieces of legislation is the lowest depth 
of misery in .statesmanship. In other words, laws, measures smd rules 
which were required for special conditions and on special occasion.s are 
going to he jiart of our permanent law. They cannot think of anything 
new. They talk of freedom and indeiiendence tliat is supposed to have 
come to us in s])ite of our being a Dominion. The> think that independence 
and the.se reactionary ineasiires and the reactionary mentality )>eliin(l them 
go hand in hand togetlier. 

Sir, you must have been amazed and astounded, as I wa.s. h> a reference 
to Communisni us it lias spread acciudiiig U) British News Agencies and 
newspiipers in Burma, in Malaya, in Indonesia, in Siam and in French 
Indo-f^hina. May I remind some of tin* older members of the Congress in 
this House that, aftm the war ot lttl4-l.S, when Mrs. Annie Hesant started 
tile Home Rule li<*ague, these vei\ same people, (he vei\ same agencie.s 
and the very same politicians, aecuseil liei and the memhers ot the Home 
Rule Ijeague of having got their fumls liom the ne^\l\ cstahli.shed Bolshevik 
State in Mos(;ow. Sir, 1 am surpri.sed that the same argument is lieiiig 
used today. They are imitating others and the\ are using political clap- 
trap that does not do them justice. Communism in Burma, Malaya, 
Indone.sia, Siam and in French linlo-China means nothing more and nothing 
less than the grahliiiig (Uipacities of Colonial Powims in those territories. 
Sir, I can appreciate an Anglophil or a Dutchphil or a Frantsqdiil u.sing that 
arjpjinent, hut to come and tell us on the doubtful authoiit\ of interested 
publicity that (’oiiimuni.sm, because* it has come next dooi. is going to invade 
our own homes, is something ridieuloiis, is s()im*(}iiiig unconvincing, 
something that should he with<lia\\u if the gentlemen who us(> ^ucli argu- 
ments think that the\ aie ivall\ on true and thqxmdahh' gitmmls. 

Sir, 1 am again surjirised at the fa<*t that arguments .tre bedno brought 
before us whii'li again are not convincing Imagine. Sir, the lonch fight 
4hat the only ('oniradc in this House has Ih^'h putting up ii'om liis p(‘culiai' 
viewpoint and ii'om his ])eculiar idealistic im*ntalit\, hi^ Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
If peo[)le in (his House tell im*. now (juite old in ])oliti«s. that Communism 
rules su]u’enie and there is danger to flu* Stale because thesi* isolattsl gentle- 
men who preaidi Karl Marx,..and Lenin and even Stalin today are going to 
subvert the Indian sxstem of (ioveinmeuC are going to grab ]>ower as some 
people have doin* ainl i**fu>e h'avn if. Mi S])(*akeiv . then 1 shall 
deehiif* in self to he a pcr.son fit to he .sent to a lunatic usvliiin. 

Mr. Sj)caker. Sir, wt* have heard yrgiimeiiN and we have them repealed 
(iti nau!irinn that it is this and it is tWt.*,,,,Tt would have been more honest, 
it would have been in the fitness of tl)ihg4|,i if the Hon'hle Minister liad t))ld 
«H that there is dangm' of this (iovernment'hein^ upset, that tliere is danger 
of the resentment the public against the Act and this illegitimate 

baby of it that is going to Iteeome legit imliti/.ed this evening, is necessary 
for keeping the present Minijtfers in their jobs. I do m# grudge them that 
position. Sir. The HoiChlr Minister who spoke last .seemed to feel like 
the dog under the <‘art th'at the whole weight inside the cart was being 
carried hv him on his own shoulders, Mr. Speaker, Sir. T should like any 
member of this House, old or ytuuig, to stand up and tell me that the Mu.slim 
did not share or hear his share of the fig’ht foi frf*edoin in India. I am 
prepnrHl to accept the challenge and to convince him that in all the activities 
of Mahatma Gandhi we took a larger share than our numbers jvistifi^. 
(The Hon’hle Sri Niharendtj DrTT-MAzruDAR ; Not the Mnalim 
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League.) Motiandas Karamchaird hi* became a Mahatma because of 
us, Mohandas Karamchaiul Gandhi was rejecttwl by his own people; we 
put him— to translate an Urdu idiom — on our head and eyes, and. Sir, in 
all humility I declare tllfct Jl^hatmaji laid down his life bet'ause of ua. We 
shall be an ungrateful people; 1 shall consider myself a w*retched creatiu'e 
if that sense of gratefulness is not Pfeseut in my heart, but to claim that 
India belongs to the majority and that the Muslim minority in it does not 
exist is hn attitud* of mind that is surprising. 

I Ijeard the word communal. Sir. people who helie\e in the vanuishrattut, 
people who refuse to drink a glass of wafer otit of my liand, talking of 
democracy, talking of equality, talking of hrotherliood ami fraternity, 
are uttering political nonsense of the highest order. Mi. Speaker, Sir, 1 
have not wasted the >ears of m\ life in not uiulerstamling the menlulitv of 
my countrymen. I was told oiil\ a tew months ago that alter having done 
this and after having done that and after having dom* the nthei thing, how 
dare you talk in terms of freedom and liberty Y Sir. after tlie loss of the 
Mughal Empire we became subjects and servile. We can oontliiue to 
remain in that position if those who talk of deinocracv and «Mjnality are not 
prepare*! to advance to us rights of c<jnalit\ as thc\ have rehised and llj^ 
are refusing to advance them not to us hut to Ihe untomdiahles the disin- 
herited ones of ln<lia, tin* people who \%ere the inhahitants id' (his country, 
before the Ar.vaiis came amt hefoie the Hrahm.ina influeiMM* took |>ossession 
of the country . 

Holding those \iews. Sir. 1 am (r\iiig to impress uprm the Hon’lde the 
Home Minister ^^he^her, evrni at this late hour, he \\ill he pre])ar(*d to 
ffirget the hoge\ ot ( oiiinninisin and to allow the Indian mind, lioth among 
the majont^ ami among the minorities, t<i feel peaceful, to realise that now? 
a change has come ovei the country, to let him lee! that h(» will sl|iep 
hapy)il.\ in his house and that hi* Axill he allowed to gt> alxiut his business 
peacefully ami in a decent way 

Sir, argument has been used about the Kasteni' Fronfieis of Weat 
llengal. Argument had been used in this IfouHe a hit earlier about 
strategic roads and about jicrhaji.s a Muginot Line to he built right from the 
Hav <d Hengal to the confines of Assam. This creates a type of reaction. 
We uho have tlecided to stay in India, vvr who (luisidiu India as much our$ 
as of ,iuy memher sitting in this House, we iccl that \'i’ deserve la'ltcr ' 
consideration than |lie petty and (heap remarks thrown towards us by memti*'^ 
hers of the Oovemment, whose responsibility should he a bit higher than 
that of the ordinary members of the party. Sir, Hon’hle Ministers have on 
occasions behaved as 1 did not ex|)ett of inemliers on the Treasury Benches 
to behave, hut we have come to sorry pai*s, wm have come to a system 
where peojile wdi(t disagree must Bi* devourid, must he killed, must be put 
out of action. Sir, as the Hon’hle Sneaker of this House, it must have 
surprised you that Bills are pfndtil‘e(l in this ‘House like sausages in a 
sausage factory. A Bill is introduced, ''a B^l goes through its various stage(^ 
and then a Bill is passed us aineild#^*^nd!,v8ettled in the Houfte. The whole 
jirocess doe.s not take more than u tew* minutes. 

lAt this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Mr. Speaker, I shall sit down? hut thi.s lighf upsets me. 

Sir, honourable In embers on the Government benches make no contribu- 
tion to the debate. They let uh sjiesik and then laugh at us for the argu- 
ments we prmluce. Mr. Sjieaker, that shows either emplfy-headedness on the 
other side or a very clever attitude of mind where they divulge nothing, 
where they do not tell us wh;y they want to break our heads, and yet they 
do g«*t power to do as they like. Sir, I could have gone on, but this lights 
always upsets me. I would appeal to the (Cabinet that even when it doea^ 
fjet this power, for God's sake, in the name of the liWrty and freedom and 
iJidependenc-e with which yon seem to be intoxicated, i/ the name of that 
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quality, for (iod’s sake, do riot abust^’tlak Act or better still do not use this 
A(;t at all. Have (orifideufe in vour brothers, even if they are Muslims 
* You have seen liovv demoralised they have become. You Can wipe them out; 
you can do what you like with them, but do not deny them, at least, a bit of 
Pj^ace of mind. 

Ar;?uinent has been used tliaf this,^ill is intended for the Communists 
alone. J differ from that point of view. My feeling i.s that the whole effort 
behind the Hill here, as in other Provinces is to crush opposition from any 
<|Uiirtcr \\lierc\(‘i it may raiw* it.N head. ‘The camouffuge’ is too thin to 
hitie their real intentions. Sir, tlie lesson of Russia, the lesson of China and 
the lesson ot Turkey, have not been wasted on those who hold power in the 
High ('onunand <d the ('(uigre^-h. I see as well as I f*an even with my glasses, 
Sir, that the whole system behind the polir-y is the establishment of a One- 
Party (Government. Thos»* who \ot<‘ with u> are our own; those who vote 
against us an* our <*neniies. With that mentality, Sir, neither the ideals of 
Muliutma (Gandhi nor the ideals (d the older school of Congressmen will 
materialis«‘. With power in tlieir hands, they will be able to crush opposi- 
tioFi. Tile word “lM»onieiang” was use<l in the (b*bate today. I shall not 
UHF* that simile but I will most earnestly inform the Hon’ble H(mie Minister 
ti»at even a worm turns. Pet the worm die a natural death. I>o not crush 
it by 1ramj)ling it down. (The llon'ble Si i Kiim.n Svnkvu Rov ; lUa an 
eariliworm does not.) Whether it an earthworm or a skyw’orm, jierhaps 
the Ilon’hle tlu* ITome Minister knows better with his various dubitable and 
non-duhitalde sources of information. He has giv(‘n us n list and a long list 
of material of a military I'haracter that las (l<‘p:irt rnent has collet'ted. In 
liis final reply, if lie mak«‘s any, he will, I hop(*, be gracious enough to 
inform us whetlier any ol the ]M*opIe who brought this material to the Ihiliie 
Department , S'it her v<duntarily or otherwise, have been arrested or have been 
pu4 in dail. Has any oni* be»‘n tried under the S(‘curit\ Act oi an\ ol tin* 
/dhci’ Act^y Hr will aKo, I hope, tell ii-' v, hclhci the imiiaining' material 
with the jH'ople was with peojile who are iMd per eciit ( ’ommuni‘«t>', whether 
ll'.efe weie any ( 'ong ressmen . whelhei their wj'ic aii\ Hashtriya S\\a\am 
Sevnk Sangha people. wheth(‘r there were any .Maha^abha people and last of 
all \N;i’lher (here w f*r(‘ an\ Mu*'lim'' among llo'm (’ertamly ])unish 
them. We lone Ikm'ii di'«:umed people lor almo'*! a (eii1ur\ and a half, and 
we lone not learnt the ait ot u-'ing the-'e mni'' well 1 ‘'hall, therefore, 
-ww'ait an eNplanation fiom the Ilon'hle the Home Minister and ^hall sit 
4uw n by repeating- my appeal to him “loi (bMl’N >ake, do not make Ose (d 
fhi^ Act 

Tfie Hon-ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mi Speaker, 

Sir, as I hsteiied to the debate" and partnularly after I had heaial the lueid 
exposition of the pi(‘>en( situation gi\en by the Hoirble the Hoim* Minister 
Avhile mo\ing this Hill, I had liardh e\j>(‘e(<‘d that there would he an 
a<'nmonious deliatt* in the saim* old fashion a^ thi" iiou-'e had been used to 
1 expeeled, Sir. on the ecmlrury that a mea’'Un* of thi> kind, after the 
llon’hle the Ibum* Mini-'tei had ,ad\ aneed tm t-' and arguments in a perftM-tly 
objeetive and masterly fashion withotif the sHg-htest rancour towards aiiy- 
b(»(ly. and made an njipeal to e\i*rv t>m‘ to < (insider the measure on the ba-'is 
ot lh(* stM-urity of tile State, would be wehiuiied. Instead of coming forward 
and responding to (Iiat appcfil with ctuistriict i\ e suggestions we found. Sir, 
an attt*mpt has been made to (‘reate a ( loud of coufiiNion and to raise all 
manner of false alarm. Sii'. the most uniortunate parf of it is that some 
honourable memhers haveo hoseu to become the ehampions of civil liWrties. 
it is perhaps a tragic thing for us to have to hear the advoeaey ot civil 
lilitMty from those who in the days ot eomplete muzzling of civil lil>erty of 
the indian people in the land of their birth had nev^r thought it their duty 
^ to rui.se their voice in pnriest. We knew*. Sir, during the years of muzzling 
\i{ civil lilierty, especially from RH2 onward, what had been their past 
l>ehaviour. The honourable niemWr representing the Muslim Chamber^ of 
«Comfneri*e who ba# spoken just before me — I may be forgiven for repeating^ 
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faets aiul for the House alH)ut those facts — when patriots were 

rottinfr in jail, wlu*ii ])atriots had been huddled behind pris^on bars and were^ 
undergoing tl^ most ^oppressive treatment in prison, when on I he floor of* 
this House a dfl^cussion was taking plac^for pleading with Government for 
a better treatment of piditical pnsonei^^ insiue the jails, that lionourable 
gentleman representing the Ma>linr^hamber of rominerce, who has been 
u>ed perhaps to imputing gain< ana losses on a commercial basis and has 
had no iK*casion tU evaluate life in any other 8})here, on any other basis, 
simply scoffed at the idea and ( harai'terised the' cry as a cry for treating the 
political ])risoners as “//ono/z/.v” of Go\ eminent. That w’as the very 
expression used by the ^mitleinan wlio today sjirings up as the cliampion of 
civil lil)er(ies. The Hon hlo the Home Minister has explained for whom this 
measure i^ meant. If (*ven alt<‘r that assurance and explanation the honour- 
able member insets on thinking that he has reasons to become nervous, I am 
onl\ sorry for him. (At this stage Janah Abdur Rahman Siddiqi left the 
Chamber.) Sir, the honoural»le gentleman runs away but he left behind hie 
fears expresstMl and on record in the pnaaM'dings of the Hmise. The honour- 
aide gentl(*nian who proclaino'd his h»valty to tin* Indian State procdaimed 
Ininsolt as an eijual citizen with the most lo\al eitizmis of India stated that , 
tlicK* was perhaps an idea in the air of a Maginot Lini‘ stretching all aloi^? 
tlie TtMl miles from the Hay of Hengal up to the frontiers of AsMon. But^ 
now. Sir, may 1 ask if anybody thought it fit with Competence on military ’ 
matters that a Maginot liiiie was neediul tor the protection and safety of the ^ 
Indian rmon. Can lliere he any lityal citizen of the Indian ITiion wio will 
gt‘f alaniu'd at the prospert ot such a Maginot Line if that w'l^e to Im» con»- 
trmled? Sir, who would be intereht4‘d in exjua^ssiug alarm at the prospect 
ot the Imliaii f^nion IxMiig <lefended ami fortitied against uhuiicefl of 
invasion y-- It is f(»r you to judge. Sir. I am sorr\ that that gimtlemuii ma4§ 
it coMveuiciil l(t run away and not he hme foi me to pansi* for an uii|wer'^ 
trom 111 111 I hope. Sir, searching his own heart he kii(*w w''bat the answer 
was and pcihajis the expression of his leai «aim’ out in an hngurtrded mmnent 
and i1 anmunis to a conlcs^i«in (d the inner leanings wl»i<'h makes him fto 
sus}di lolls (d tills Hill whiili i- meant to 1 m* applied ugtiinsi none else but the 
enemies ot the State. Sir, looking back w’c need not forget that there hail , 
continued a stiim^le lietwei*n opposjni^ fon*es m this lountrv either through 
the bombs of slavtu’v or through the thirst foi piditieal treedom whether in 
times oi wal ill in tinie> oj eonijiai at i\ e pea< e, a i ea-^eles-s struggle Inis gnntft 
on betWei'ii tile toree^ ot liberation nt file i‘ountr\, torees of Jill-roittld*^ 
liberation w lio have aim**d at tbe a<-hie\ement ot political. «‘coiioiiiic and 
(ultural ticedom im’ tlic people of this land ami those who have he)jM*d the 
e.xtram'ous powers in jtei fietuat ing the sulijugation of this land. Sir, whether 
we look to the g-loiion^ traditions of the Nou-eo-opei at ion Mo\einent or wdie- 
tliei we look to tlie da\s ot the (*i^ll HiMiliediem e Moveioenl aitei a «lecud« 
between HCitI and or whelber we look to tin* final ]diaseN of our struggle 

tor imiependemt* in tlie (^uil India Mo\ement in 1042 onwaid, we see. Sir, 
ibe opposing^ foiee-, wlmse lemiiaiits ale stiH there within the Indian fTiioii, 
have, on evei \ oe< asion. allied themselves with the foreign powei in order 
to depiivt* th<* Indian people ot i|s fieedom iShaik MTmivmvd UAMuur; : 
Muslim League was not involved. I heli«*ve.i May la*, tlu*ie is no Muslim 
JiCague today to wliieh you belonged formerly. You inig-ht have changed 
overnight. We shall expect a cluoige and a searching- of henrl and shall 
respect you to ]iut forward y<iur honest claim of having really changed. 

We have sf*en, Sir. that in 1030-.T2. in those days when the ('ivil 
Disidiediem-e Movement started — I shall not say n RuCsian sponsored Com- 
munist partv — we saw the first heginningH of a wort of agency of the British 
Communist Party in wl>i<h I Iiave leasoti <4) believe there were agents of t|ie 
British iMueign Office pursuing the British Foreign Polity who had actually 
created an oflfsprigg in Ifftlia of a politirally doubtful legitimacy and used 
those politically illegitimafe offsprings on the Indian soil to pull down the 
National Flag on the Chowpathi sands of Bombay. They burnt it and trod 
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upon it. Tliat was the hi.story ai^d t^iat is the record with which this so- 
called Communist Party of India, in other words a mere Ijilj^erialist sector 
nurtured and pihdcd by the policies dictated by the TBritislr Forei^ Office, 
had sprung up and started their oar^r of treachery and beti^al. Sir, after 
that we found again they tried in evaiy j) 0 S 8 ible way to take the edge off the 
revolutionary movement in this country^f When in 1939 there was a cry from 
tlie people that the Congress should declare its final strugg^K againat^ British 
Impej'ialism ami ihe Congress should, give a final ultimfttuln to Britain it is 
these j)eo]de and this jiarty which opposed ,thaL,,,.inove of tho«e who were 
striving to that end. 

Jhen, Sir, the Congress leadership in its moderation wa# trying to go 
sbw, was trying to be more cautious, hut, Sir, tlie'^plea tiScen by tdiis pseudo- 
re^()lutionary party was that ther^ slioul(|i.be no inovem^t iff* that time 
launched against the British (lovernnieiit aioLthay did it in the name of the 
('ongress. But when the Congress did giv« the call irCl942 they were not 
with the Coiigress. They were w ith Sir Reginald • Maxwell, under wdiose 
Chairmanship they met together at Deoli, adumbrated their plan of a Peoples^ 
ar to counter the activities of the Congress and after giving their under- 
taking to their Puymaaler, the British Pow’er, they w'are declared a legal party 
legit infhti^or the Jlritish ptirpose of depriving people of their foodstuffs, 
to denude the liomes of^tfie people, taking tlie Indian womenfolk out of 
their homes to be engaged in looking after and nursing British sobliers in the 
naiae nf the \V. A. (\ Moyienieut. .Vml it is tliey who under the help and 
patrbiiag(‘ of th^jrjpay masters had biossomed forth hs a legal party enjoying 
all the pntrou^e possible in fins land. When r\)ngress and the fatner of 
the natiou, fjfir whom we find streams of tears though l)elated flowing from 
eyes ol 4he new de\(»lees ol Mahatma (randhi, were i*otting and 
‘ languis fling lu jail, they w'ere sitting aloof and their allies, the Communist 
agents 5f Bi'itf^li Impeiialij^m in India, wen* Im-.y very actiy.il^ly pro])agating 
KUfipori lor the British war efforts. Sir. they w ere doing tnis at a time when 
our \illuges were be^pg ra/aai to the ground. We know' what happuaiied in 
Midnapore^ Halui’ghnl, Satara and elsewhere. Sir, Fjan say with all the 
sense of re.s]>onsibility 1 can command that that was4he ]>eriod when even 
Indiitti i>olicemcn who in onlci to earn a living had joined the British service 
— tlivre w(>re elements among them— waua* cautioning and helping the 
ne\ (dill lonaries who wen* in hiding, but the Communist Party wer g helping 
their British pa\ masters and handing o\ei the revolutionaries to the police* 
3 hat was then ride in tho«e days. 'Fliat was the time when famine was 
uloot on t one hand, and op the otlnu' these activities of theirs wwe going 

• m. .\nd now standing up before the })uhlic they say — we know jmhlic 
memory is very short — that black marketeers are all alwut. But, Sir, the 
Idack marketeers were the creatures id the Britisli ami they were the com- 
panions of the British who were thriving ou them. Black market started 
with the taking away ol people's* fondstuffs from houses and these persons 
belonging to tin* ('om|nunist Ihirtv <>l India had actually aided and abetted 

* w haJi the Brit i'sh .w I'le ihung in the name t>l tin* denial pidiev, the infamous 
iU 'uial pidicy of Sir .lolin ITeihert. There was no other party, not even the 
Mu''liin League Party who su|>)>orted the denial policy. But these agents of 
.Imperialism, the (^oinmunist Party of India had done so.’^ But today, 
thinking tKi^t ]mhlii memory is short, they .stand up and eondemu black 
marketers. Today the\ also talk ot trial ! if trial was to have taken place. 
We must eonfe.ss that there^ught to have been a trial in order'to ascertain 
the war-time guilt of these agents of the British Power. They did not stop 
there. I have repea^d more than oiice before the House, but I think it 
bears repetition, that Th<* Communist Party of India to ingratiate theni- 
selv<*s witli their British paymasters said that they so. loyal that even if 
Suhlms Chandra Bose, the beloved Ifetaji of the Indian' p€«^le — today they 
t^rlk of celebrating 1i is idrthday in order to bide theic colour as fifth 
eolumnists—came back to India, he would get the receptioirwhich he had not 
bai'gained for, hot garlands but bullets. That is the vindication of the 
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patriotism t)f this Communist Party people. Sir, I say tl^s with a 
feeling of ISadness in my heart that today they have j<ot the opportunity 
of hiding their colour by «nlignuig themselves with all tlie force# 
who through peace anj war have consistently opposed the Congress. Today 
they may have ffot a part of India sliced oiit by haying formed a Muslim 
League Party, *^hos^ gentlemen who tjri^e now vociferously talking of the 
Muslim contributioti to the freedom oi^ India know very well that it is the 
contribution (»f the citizens of India ^•ome of whom are Muslims by religion 
and they;* know l|iiite well that the Muslim-Jieugue to which thcvse venerable^ 
gentlemen belonged had not the decency of sending a word of condolence after 
the death of^Kaaljfrba inside a l^itish jail. See the decency of these people, 
and the Communist Patty has formed a free alliaru'e with them as they dwr 
previously with their Hritisli paymasters! 1'oday the hotiourahle meniher 
from the MusWin Chamber (»f Commerce was pleading on behalf of the Com^ 
munist Pw!|£- HeiHras holding a brief for them. I think his pleading would 
l>e more neWed Karachi where our friend Dr. K. M^. Asliraff is detained by^ 
the Pakistan Government for his activities. Instead of doing so the hououru*.,^ 
able Uiember troni the Muslim Chumher ot Ctunmerce wants iis to giv<r 
freedom to his client to proceed and advanot' as he likes amf he abhors 
idea of a Magiiiot Line being constructed foi* the safety -of the Iiidiaii Ciuon. 
In whose interest, I ask, was that honourable gentleman speaking!^ 

Again, when we look to the provision «f the Bill, rhuch has ImmUi iifid by^ 
honourable members opposite alw^ut the roasoualil^jirourttls being the only**^ 
reasonable part and that being deleted. It is kn^^ for a fa<*t that when 
this House passed the Security Act, the Ilimse accejded the responsibility thak**" 
the Government which i# resjionsihle to thit Hnuse has been .empowered to 
exert^.se powers of detention without trial and the poWts to determine 
whether there was any necessit> for detent i<in. That ])ow«r of (leiantion was 
the function of the executive Government. So. the CongreiSs rartjf 
[U'oposed that Government is being given power for a period o{ time, butifi 
detention is to be continued after a particular poHod then Tthn' ^nyiewing 
Judge would b« reviewing the case which should be placod before him, and 
in (loing so Government would .strndly see that Goveruimuit exercise those 
powers on reasonable gnmnds. But it was imt meant fot the court to 
adjudicate and deteritffne whether the necessity for detention arosa, fOr there 
is contradiction in the body of the Bill itself. (Blue light was^jit Jiere,^ 
Sir, I want a few’ minutes riK're. 


Mi^PEAKER: Tou go on. 

Th^Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT.MAZUMDARs If that power was 
intended, to be given to the eourt and there vjfos no provisioir for executive 
power, immediately a man has been detained be might have tnoved the High 
Court under powers analogous to the Juihenx corpuB and the whole matter 
might have l>eOn adjudicated within twenty-four hours after arrest. Instantly 
after arrest the High Court might he approac hed. If that was the intention 
then there was no need for the provision of the Judge examining the case. 

It is precisely there that the ( (infusion arose. These powers are of the 
nature that unle.ss the executive atithority of the land 1by the exercise of the^ 
power ensures the safety of the land, there would lie no High Ctfhrt left 
there to adjudicate 'ipjSRi honourable member said. that the High Court ^ 
may be patrioHc; the High Court is not the policeman; thf ^ 

High Court’s job ati^udi^te according to the laws enatied in tbit 
House, and after^tl^oroupaja:!#! in which a man would be convicted the 
High Court* wowa pronounce ffe t^ntence. If that was the purpose of the 
Bill, na^iely, w give this power to tim High Dourt; ^here was no need of 
talking of detention without trial. Tuere is some inmlec^al (Jishonesty in 
trying to evadei^e issue. We plainly acknowledge that the House has taken 
the responsibility of dot^ntion without trials and tiietefore this is contradic- 
tory that you uil^'dMention without tiial, and at the same time you ask 
powers to oe gi^ to the "High Court to adjudicate^ If that is the position, 
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why hAs the Government taken the odium of detention without trial? About 
the interest of jjeople, J may say that there are two methods of ensuring the 
safety of the State. The Indian Army had to march to briijg to book and 
reduce the. Razakars who enacted a reign of terro^. There might be a 
situation analogous to what we had witnessed during the Calcutta riots. 
The situation was allowed. to develop and not a soul was arrested for preven- 
tive purposes and not till ten thousand people had l)een murdered and there 
was ('omplete chaos and anarchy* Is there anybody in this House or outside 
who would not say that Governnwnt would be a hundred times joetified if 
Gbverument had chosen tliose orl^anisers of the riots and arrested them and 
t|etaiued them witljout trial so that ('alcu|ta m^ht have beef spared that 
ordeal? Today "e have to choose between two things — either we allow the 
situatton to drift, or we deter the agents analogous to the Razakars or such 
other internal enemies of the State before they ar^j allowed to ^ too far when 
the Indian Army has to be culled for, when J^artial liuw has tube proclaimed 
and this House would not be there and a Military Governor would have to 
rule. Do you want that situation to arise here? Nol»dy objected to the 
* Indian Army jiiteiing the Ilydcirabad vStato to reduce the Razakars. 

^ Sir, we are psing not th(‘ Indian Anny but the armour of the Security Act 
and that armour is prepared and, forged on the airvil of this House in order 
to arm the Governihent so that thingamay not proceed too far and preventive 
measures may be tak^n. 

Sir, we liave to choose between two alternatives — either we give the civil 
liberty of a civil war to the|;>tate enemies to raze this land and then at the cost 
of life galore, w<‘ try to bring law and order back with the help of an army, 
or we take the preventive measure of forestalling the criminal designs of 
those criminals and by arresting and putting in a few people in jail, we give 
to Hengal and tp India j»eace after slie lias attained freedom in order to 
develop herself. That is the choice of the situation. 

8ir, those dark for^'es of civil war, those dark forces for deciding our 
fate, not through the ballot-box but through the bullet, are today seeing the 
droad of a Maginot Tune, seeing the droiid of civil liberty, seeing the dread 
of .all the horrors in whicli they had been participants during the British 
repfime and like a spectre it is haunting them. So .we have heard the 
frightened voices of those whose dafs have been doomed and who know that 
they are oxiiosed before the bar of the people. They know that when they 
talC ef demonstrations of (he people before the gates of the Assembly, it is 
precisely because of those demonstrations, egged on by these agents of 
cdiaos, that some innocent people were killed, but the real culprits escaped 
with their skiiu Certain honourable member of this House reported that he 
had been aU eye-witness to iU He was not dcitained at that time or prevented 
from attending* thie House. He was egging on the miscreants from behind. 
Aftei; this, the people of (^ilcutta knew whose hands were at work and there 
was not a single voice ot protest against that measure. Soon after, .these 
dark forces of chaos gave a ( all for a general strike and what was the evidence 
of the people’s verdict? Not a single institution went on strike. The 
honourable member for the Railway Trade Fnion Constituency had joined 
in tliat call for a general strike, but his own Railway Trade Fnion consti- 
tuents repudiated him — not a single one went on strike. After this if he 
thinks still he has got the people’s verdict in his fattpir, I challenge that he 
may resign his seat and try on this issue to seek re^elelSdion from the Railway 
^mde Fnk>n Constituency. If he thinks that the Hou^i^as not been fair to 
him, if he thinks that the memliers of this Part/ are lurnfair to him, after 
he has given all the longest speetdies and^^iA many speecKts as he liked, he 
haa the clear course open to him to appeal fo the blir of the people, 

liet him resign his seat uudVome back/ Perhaps he may have a chance of 
occupying the Treasury Behches that he is so loath to do today. Sir, I shall 
wait for nis reply in actioix, in conduct, as to ^at ooursf he is to follow. 

Sir, I need not say any more. ^ thought that what had been 

pelted out by the Hon'ble Home Minister, it would be » matter for concern 
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to^li honest citizens to see how such dangers majr be thwarted. But those who , 
aiw wide awake but pretend to be a8leg[>^*and like to be Mary’s little lainbe*— 
embodiment of innocence — their plae^is ^sewhere, not on the floor of this 
House which is the custodian of tli^ safety atifl set'urity of this Province. 

the Hon^ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Speaker, now that the 

debate is practically over and in spite of the nawral combination between 
the roimnunists and the cominunalists of this House, it is obvious that the 
House is overwhelminirlv going 1o support lihe jiriuciples and measures’ of 
th is Bill, r have no desire to detain this jHouse for more than a minute Or 
two. I only^wish to say piat it ^ives the Oovernmcnt no pleasure to enat^ 
laws authorising detention without trial, but the activities of tlw? subversiv# 
groups have left us no choi(‘c, no option. Our con.s(‘ience is absolutely clear 
in this raatjer. The respousihility for. this Act must lie on those who are 
jireaehing hatred arid practising violence against tlm State. 

One honourable gentlenjan from tha| side of the diousc appealed to me 
to giva an assurance that the .:Vct will he use^l fairly and honestly."' I! 
wholeheartedly give that assurance. There mav bf* mistakes — inistAkes; 
often happen. 1 appeal to the members of this’ House to ij^fbrm me wheW 
we commit mistakes and I shall certainly try tp rectify them. I shall 
require the assistance of every memlwr of this^ Hou.se t© see that not one 
innocent man suffers. I shall also recpiire the ae^istance pf every member of , 
this House to see that not a single guilty |)erson escapes be he a Commuiiiit 
or a Communalist. a gtunula, a black marketeer oy a smuggler. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Sri Kiran Suukar Roy that the West Bengal, 
Security (Amendment) Bill, 1948^ as settled in the Assembly, he passed waa^ 
then put and u division taken with the following result: — 

AYE$-41. 

Banclopadhaya, Sri Pramatfia Nath. 

Banerjaa, Sri SutJI Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon* bit Bri Mohini Mahan. 

Barman, Sri Syama Pfasad. 

Basu, Sri Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhaodaii, Sri Charu GhiMra. 

Bhattaoharyya, Srt BhyamaiNMla. 

Chakravarty, ^i Satish Chandra. 

Chattarlaa, Sri Haripada. 

Ctwiidhunr, sri Annada Protad. 

Ghaudhun, Tha Hon'bla Sri Rai Haran- 
Grt Nath. 

Oat, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta, Sii Khagandra Nath. 

Data, Sri Kanalial. 

Da, Sri Kanal Lai. 

Daiui, Sri HaranOra Nath. 

0utt<4laiuiiidar, Tha Hon’bla Sri 
Niliarandu. 

Gayan, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghoat, 8ii Bimal Gomar. 

Qomaa, Mr. D. ! SInha, Tha Hon'bla BH Bimal Ghandra. 

NOES— 3. 

Basu, SH 3yotL / Mohamad RaftRua, ihalli. 

Brahmin, Brl Ratanlal. | 

The A^^es being 41 and the Koes 3, the motion was carried. 

AdlGurmiiiiit. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-25 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 29th September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


Gupta, Bri 4 . G. 

Haidar, Sri Kubar Chattd. 

Mahanty, Brl Gham Chandra. 

Maltl, Tha Han'bla Brl Nlliufiia Bahalf. 
Majhl, Sri Nitha^ti. 

Malumdar, Tha Hon’bla Brl Mhupatl. 
Malllok, Sii Aahutoth. 

Mandal, Sri Annadapraaad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubaharl. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjaa, Ths Hon’hta Brl Kallpada. 
Mukhsrji, Bii Dhirsndra Narayan. 
Naskar, Brl Ardhandu Bakhar. 
Naakar„.Tha Han’Ma Bfi HSm Ghandra. 
Panja, Tha NofTila Brl aadahaiNlra 
Nath. 

Pramantk, Bri Ralani Kanta. 

Ray, Tha Han'bla Dr. BMhan Chandra. 
Roy. Tha HoiKMa Brl Kiran Bankar. 
Ban, Tha Hon’Ma Brl Prafillla Chandra. 
Shamaul Huq, 4anab. 



m 


[29th Sept., 


Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
tinder the provisions of 4he Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assemijly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 29th Septeirilier, 1948, at p.m. 

Present: 

" Mr. Speaker (the Hon’i»i.£ Sri Isvvar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’lde Ministers and 50 memherB. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Rationing of korosono oil. 

*23. Maharaja SRiaCHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimhazar: Will the 
Hpn’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased 
testate — 

(a) if he is aware that in mofussil areas where there is either no 
electric power or where the supply of the nower is uncertain or 
irregular, the public suffer extreme hardship due to rationing 
of kerosene oil ; 

(fe) what ifi the actual (juantity of kerosene ,oil which a family not 
having electric connection receives per week per head or per 
room, under the existing system; 

(c) has the cut imthe ration of kerosene oil been restored to its original 

quantity after the Provincial quota was restored ; and 

(d) in view of the great hardship now experienced by the public, if any, 

will the Government consider the desirability of re-examining the 
whole position and giving such relief in the shapo of increased 
ration of kerosene so far as is possible under the present circum- 
stances ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Honiile Sri Prafulla Chanika Sen); ud The public suffer hardship not 
due to rationing of kerosene oil, bat due to short supply of the ronimodity, 
a circumstance over whitdi we have no t ontrol. 

(h) (i) In the Calcutta Rationed Area (Initial and Extended) on^ unit, 
i.e., 22 OBS., is allowed per unlighted room per month. 

(u) During the War a family of 6 members in rural and urban areas 
used to get one bottle and three bottles of 22 ozs. each per month respec- 
tively, TliiB was based on the liasic quota of 60 per cent, of 1941 releases, 
194l'beiim taken as a normal year so far as kerosene consumption is con- 
cerned. IVom July, 1947, the quota was reduced and in June, 1948, it 
came down to 42 per cent, of 1941 releasee and there was a corresponding 
cut in the family quota. Since July last, the quota for the Province has 
been increased to al)Out 65 per cent, of the 1941 releases and the quotas of 
families in rural and i^ban areas have been proportionately increased. 

(o) Tbe cut in the quotas of Calcutta ration has not yet been restored, 
but there has been a restoration of the cut in the districts since July last. 

(d) The procurement of kerosene depends mainly on the Oil Companies 
and tintil the original quantity can he procured, no further relief to the 
public is possible. 



,irt JYOTI BA8US TVith regard to answer (d)^ wii^ the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether there is any control ol tpa, Government over 
the companies with regard to the production of kerosene oil P 

Thf Hofi’blo Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: 80 per cent, of 
the kerosene oil is not produced in India and therefore as there is not much 
production the question of control does not arise. 

Sri ilYOTI BASU: On the 20 per cent, i^hieh is produced in India» it 
there any control over the companies with regard to that quantity P 

Tht Hon’bie Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Not much of a 
control. Only there is a sort of a gentleman’s agreement between the 
Government of India and the companies. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwert to which were laid on the table) 

Firt SUtiOf it Binkura. 

St SH KANAILAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Health jDepartment be {deased to state — 

(e) Brigade^^ sub-station tY •UtYw TORt 

m 

(6) m CTO ^IRrrct ntnir w 

Brigade fwVlCH 

(c) ^ eit-RTOS atr «(Tc^ ew snvnro 

{d) 5TOT c^. crontm e mrm wro Ss 

Brigadea? ^ \ mm ^TSTO ^TtVIfTtlUR; a^T 

(e) TO ^ enrol 

MINISTER in charge of the HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Dr, Bkihcn Chandra Roy): (a) Kicti m TO« wiftw m atnhEit 

(51C15? ror? *Cw "Tca^ifS 'tot *rrH)i 

(b) ^ ^ CNS nw en m firtScct Ss 

Pile Brigade WtTO httot 4sT4?nrc» \ inca n«nw5 ^ro ^ nrein 

Fire Brigedea? Jirror TO ca i 

(c) a ^ i 

(d) TO I 

(e) rarroro e tro aroi ronrr •ffwm ^ Pire stationfll IW«T 

troi •ini ae fanroi 

SRI KANAILAL DE : rft TOtrv^ fk cv ^ Fire Brigade 

station ^ vWi vt^ fv t 

Hie Hen’Me Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : wtm to 4arf committee appoint 
vciffTO vtf chairman froR fv; fro wr <to ; report * « l k*csa i report 

ai TOfi eiTO ^ i 

SRI KANAILAL DE : vRrfhi alt iroi aroa fe ca tiei TO anci ee ati Rb« 
Brigade ataata to to to TOy service^^ja to nreai fTOOl t 
11 
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Tht Hon’Mt Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : <artfw fViifV ^ W fH 

C^rrv service ^ c®i 5n i 

Subhankari Danra Scheme, Bankura. 

7. Sri KANAI LAL OE: Will the H()u’l)le Minister-in-cliarpe of tht 
Irri^'-atioii .l)e]»artineut he pleased to state — 
fa) ; 

(b) (i) 'io^ 5:68‘\ !):>ci f%r>n?J 5:>8‘\ avs 

(ii) 5598*^ ii^ A ^ f%c^ ^ TTff ; 

(c) w ^ ^ ; 

(d) 5^?rtr5. ; 

fej ^ifiir 5t5i inr ? 

MINISTER in charge of the IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sri Bhupati Majumdar): fa) ^ \ 

I atllhj ^ tfiw -pnvrr^ tfn 

"f^?n i >rul^T f%f i 

(b) (i) arviT (standstill arraiif^eineiit ) <1} TO effi Tin i 

(ii) 80^(111/0 I 

(c) '!TM1 T^TI m tiJjftO >Ttr5T I 

(d) P*1 I 

(f) trj ^ ' 

Extension of time for the submission of the Final Report of the Rule 
Making Committee of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Sri ASHUTOSH MALLICK: Mi SinaKei. Sii , ^\itli your periniHsioii 
I h(‘)Li’ to ask for an extension ot time t(t suhniil I he n‘])orl of ihe Unit 
Making- Comniittee svhieh is haxinji its deliherulions 1 tlo'reiore iuo\i 
that (he time loi suhmission ot final n‘port he extemhal till the Mist Maieh. 

1940. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any oh jeetion '1 

(As ther(‘ was no ohjeetion the j)erniission was ranted.) 

Resolution under section 103 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I he^f to mo\e that 
whereas the Indian liejrislatuie ha.** j)asMMl the Jhihlie Debt (Central 
Government) Act, 1944 (Will ot 1944), eonsolidatinf? and amending the 
luw' relating to Government neeurlties issued hy the Central Guverument 
and to tlu‘ management hy the Reserve Rank ot India ot the Ruhlie Debt ot 
the (h'utral Government; 

And wliereas, in order to avoid iueouveuienee to the Public, it appears 
to he desiral>le that the laws and regulations relating to Government securi- 
Ges and the management by the Reserve Rank of India of the Public Debt 
either of the Dominion or the Provincial Government should be umforn] 
as far as possible throughout India ; 

Nirw. therefore, this Assemhlx is of opinion that under section lOM oi 
the Government of lmii» Act, I9dr>, the matters dealt wdth in the afore- 
said Art shall he regulated in this Province hy Act of the Dominion Legis^ 
lature, in st» far us Government securities issued by the Pro 
vinciul Government and the managemeut by the Reserve Banl 
of India of the Public Debt of the Provincial Government are concerned 
being maUers falliiig within the scope of Entry 5 of the Provincial Legis 
lative List, vis.. ‘‘Public Debt of the Province’'. 
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' 

I Sir, with^a view to cousolidate aud amend the law relating to Govern- 
^mant securities issued by the Central Government and the law relating to 
the management by the Reserve Bank of India of the Public Debt of the 
Central Government, an Act called the Public Debt ((Central Government) 
Act, 1944, wa> )»a»ed by the Indian ]iegi>lature. This Act contained pro- 
visions mainly for regulating the following matters; — 

(a) transfer of Ciovernment securities, 

(b) holding of Government securities by holders of public ohices, 

(c) right of survivors or joint holders or several payees, 

(d) summary procedure on death of holilers of Government aecurities, 

(e) issues of duplicate securities and of new securities and conversion, 

consolidation, sub-division or renewal, 

(/) summurv determination by the Reserve Bank of the title h) Gov- 
ernment securities in case <4 dispute. 

Sir, the law enacts certain standard practices in regard to holding) 
transfer aud manag<*ment of the (ioverninent securities. That law does not 
interfere with the power ot tlu- Provincial (Government under the Govern- 
ment of India Act to isssue its own stM-urities or borrow in its own way. All 
it does i> tlint ij enacts standard practictvs in regard to the holding, transfer 
and innnageincnt of ( ioviuiuneiit securities. It is higlilv desirable in the 
public intercut as well as tor the lonvcnieiicc ol tin* public tbat these 
matt<*rs of procedure should be unitorm in tbeir application to the securi- 
ties of the (’»*ntial and Provincial Governments, 'rio* honourable meinlH^rs 
are awaie that umlcr tlic ( io\ ernmciil of India A<‘t, Pblb. tin* Public, Debt 
of tlie Dominion is :i (’<'ntral ‘Subject luit tin* public debt of tin* Province 
i< a provincial subject Members arc alsn aware ol tin* provisions of 
section l<t‘l ot the ( fo\ (*rnnn*nt of iinlia Act, Itf’io, nccording to which the 
Doniiiiion 1 .cgl^lat III e enn ]»ass law to regulate a piovincial subj(‘ct pro- 
vnli'ti I he Provincial I .eL'i^latma* passes u re^-tdiition re<|Uestilig tlie 

Dominion L'l: islaliire to do so. A'M-oidnigl\ tfn* <»o\erinnent of undivided 
Iinliit «MnjUited ot the I'lOMinia) tboeinments nohio lime a^*o whether they 
would like the s<'op»' (d the ('elltlal Art (A<'t WIN ot PHd) to be HO 
extended by the (’etitral Legislatuie as to <*ovei securities issued by the 
]*ro\ iin ial (io\ ei nnn*nfs and. it s.*, w bethel they would la* prepared to table 
a res(dution under section lOd of the Go\eriiment of Irnlia Act, IBi-'lb, 
bfd’ore the Pro\ineial Legislatuie for its eoiisideratiioi aiithoriMing the 

Central Legislature ae<ordinj:l v. 7’lic Govmiiment of India have recently 
informed this (ioveinmeiit tliat all otlnu pnoineial leu isbit arcs havi* pusHCcl 
smdi resolutions under soetion Pt) ol the (io\ernment of India Aid, 19'{5. 
They have empiired whetbei tin* (Tovernmeiit of W'est Bengal woubi now 
Ite prepared to take similar aetitm in the cut rent sessnm of their legislature. 
At the re<|Uest ot all other legislature, the Dominion la-gislature will 
exteml the pi-ovisirms (d the Central A»*t, X 1 1 1 (d PhN, to the prrlilie debt 

ot the Provinces It is undesiratde that tin* West Bengal securities, it and 

when issued, would be left out of f}ir seope of sin*b laws. 

With these word- T (’ommend my re.oltifiou f(u the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion wa.s then put and agreed to. 

Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor of We.st Bengal that thk As.sembly do atand prorogued. 
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